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ABSTRACT

This study focused on the antagonistic potential of fluorescent Pseudomonas in vitro, and its inoculation effect
on growth performance of Lycopersicon  esculentum in Fusarium oxysporum and Rhizoctonia solani infested
soil. Biochemical characteristics of fluorescent Pseudomonas showed that all ten isolates were positive to
catalase, amylase, gelatinase and siderophore production. While three isolates (Pf5, Pf6 and Pf9) were oxidase
positive, nine isolates (Pf1, Pf2, Pf3, Pf4, Pf6, Pf7, Pf8, Pf9, and Pf10) were tolerant to 6.5% NaCl.  Isolates Pf5
and Pf6 were resistant to all the test antibiotics; in contrast, the remaining eight isolates responded differently to
different antibiotics. Isolates Pf5 and Pf6 were antagonistic against 14 bacterial species, and two pathogenic fungi
(F. oxysporum and R. solani). Inoculation with fulorescent Pseudomonas Pf5 induced a significant increase in root
and shoot length, and dry weight.  Treatment of plants with either F. oxysporum or R. solani drastically reduced
the root and shoot length and dry weight of the plant. However, in the presence of fluorescent Pseudomonas the
adverse effect of the pathogens on growth of L. esculentum was alleviated.
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RÉSUMÉ

Cette étude a porté sur le potentiel antagonistique  du Pseudomonas fluorescent, in vitro et les effets de son
inoculation sur la performance en croissance du Lycopersicon esculentum dans le sol infesté par le Fusarium
oxysporum et le Rhizoctonia solani. Les caractéristiques biochemiques du Pseudomonas fluorescent ont montré
que tous les dix isolats étaient positives eu égard à la production de catalase, amylase, gélatinase et sidérophore.
Alors que trois isolats (Pf5, Pf6 and Pf9) étaient oxidase positifs, neuf isolats (Pf1, Pf2, Pf3, Pf4, Pf6, Pf7, Pf8,
Pf9, et Pf10) étaient tolerant au 6.5% NaCl.  Les isolats Pf5 et Pf6 étaient résistants à tous les test antibiotiques;
au contraire, les huit isolats restants ont répondu différemment aux différents antibiotiques. Les isolats Pf5 et Pf6
étaient antagonistiques contre 14 espèces de bactéries, et deux champignons pathogeniques (F. oxysporum et R.
solani). L’inoculation avec Pseudomonas fulorescent Pf5 a induit une augmentation significative des raciness et
de la longueur des tiges, ainsi que du poids sec.  Le traitement de plants avec du F. oxysporum ou du R. solani ont
radicalement réduit la longueur des raciness et tiges ainsi que le poids sec du plant. Cependant, en présence du
Pseudomonas fluorescent, l’effet adverse du pathogène sur la croissance du L. esculentum était allevié.

Mots Clés:   Amylase, gélatinase, Lycopersicon esculentum, phytopathogènes
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INTRODUCTION

Plant growth promoting rhizobacteria (PGPR) are
a group of bacteria that actively colonise  roots
and stimulate plant growth either directly or
indirectly. Direct stimulation of plant growth takes
place by providing phytohormones
(Mordukhova et al., 1991) or by solubilisation of
mineral phosphate and other nutrients (Glick,
1995), while indirect stimulation takes place
through suppression of phytopathogens by the
production of siderophores (Scher and Baker,
1982) or by producing antibiotics (Thomashow
and Weller, 1996). The rhizobacteria that control
soil-borne pathogens are called biocontrol
rhizobacteria.

Fusarium oxysporum causes foot and root
rot in tomato plants and is a serious problem for
both field and greenhouse crops (Jarvis, 1988).
Chemical pesticides do not effectively suppress
the rot (Benhamou et al., 1994).  Although the
use of Fusarium-resistant tomato cultivars can
control the disease to some extent, the
development of new pathogenic races is a
challenge.  Biological control is an alternate and
effective strategy to manage the disease. Among
the biocontrol rhizobacteria, Psudomonas,
Burkholderia and Bacillus spp. are the important
ones (Weller, 1988; Weller and Cook, 1983)
including Fusarium spp. (Van Peer et al., 1991;
Liu et al., 1995).

It has been suggested that microorganisms
isolated from the root or rhizosphere of a particular
crop may provide better control of diseases than
organisms originally isolated from other plant
species (Cook, 1993). Therefore, screening of
locally adapted biocontrol strains is essential to
get desired results.

The objective of this study was to isolate
fluorescent Pseudomonas from tomato
rhizosphere soils in South Tamil Nadu and assess
their antagonistic potential against target bacteria
and pathogenic fungi in vitro, as well as to know
the impact of inoculation with fluorescent
Pseudomonas on growth performance of tomato
challenged with F. oxysporum and R. solani.
 .

MATERIALS   AND   METHODS

Fluorescent Pseudomonas was isolated from
tomato rhizosphere soil collected from Madurai,
Dindigul and Virudhunagar districts in India by
dilution plate technique (Wollum, 1982) using
King’s B medium (King et al., 1954). The isolates
were named as follows:

Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Peraiyur, Madurai district (Pf1);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Nilakottai, Dindigul district (Pf2);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Silukuwarpatti, Dindigul district (Pf3);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Vadipatti, Madurai district (Pf4);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Mallapuram, Madurai district (Pf5);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Alagapuri, Virudhunagar district (Pf6);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Uthapuram, Madurai district (Pf7);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Kallupatti, Madurai district (Pf8);
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Kottaipatti, Madurai district (Pf9); and
Isolate of fluorescent Pseudomonas from
Elumalai, Madurai district (Pf10).

The isolates were tested for Gram reaction,
catalase reaction (Graham and Parker, 1964) by
the formation of effervescence from 5 days old
slant culture due to the addition of few drops of
3% H2O2, and gelatin liquefaction (Hirsch et al.,
1980) by stabbing the gelatin slants with the
cultures and incubation at 30o C for 15 days.
Oxidase reaction was tested by placing High
Media oxidase discs (Code No. DD 018) on
individual colonies and observing blue colour
formation in the disc within 5 to 10 seconds.
Starch hydrolysis was determined by flooding
the 5 days old culture in starch agar with Lugol’s
iodine solution. Salt tolerance was assessed by
observing the growth of the culture in King’s B
medium supplemented with 6.5% NaCl.



Antagonistic potential of fluorescent Pseudomonas 31

Siderophores were assayed by FeCl3 reaction
(Snow, 1954) for general types (appearance of
orange or reddish brown colour upon mixing 0.5
ml of culture filtrate and 0.5 ml of 2% FeCl3
solution), Arnows reaction (Arnow, 1937) for
catechol type (appearance of red colour upon
mixing 1 ml of culture filtrate, 1 ml of nitrite
molybdate reagent and 1 ml of 1 N NaOH), and
tetrazolium reaction (Snow, 1954) for hydroxamate
type (appearance of deep red colour upon adding
a pinch of tetrazolium salt to a mixture containing
2 drops 2N NaOH and 0.1 ml of culture filtrate) .
Quantification of hydroxamate type of
siderophores was done by Csaky test (Csaky,
1948). A mixture containing 2 ml of culture filtrate
and 2 ml of 3M sulphuric acid was autoclaved for
4 hr. To the hydrolysed solution, 7 ml of 2M
sodium acetate, 2 ml of sulphanilamide (1% in
30% acetic acid) and 2 ml of iodine solution (0.65%
iodine in 1% KI) were added. The mixture was
swirled for 5 min and the excess iodine removed
by  addition  of 2 ml of 1.5%  sodium arsenite and
2 ml of 0.05% naphthyl ethylene diamine. The
resultant solution was left at 30o C for 30 min,
made to 50 ml with distilled water and read at 543
nm. Hydroxylamine hydrochloride was used as
standard.

Antibiotic sensitivity test was carried out by
standardised filter paper disc agar diffusion
method of Bauer et al. (1966). King’s B agar
medium was seeded with fluorescent
Pseudomonas. Then, antibiotic discs with known
antibiotic concentration, viz. Penicillin (PEN),
Streptomycin (STR), Gentamicin (GEN),
Kanamycin (KAN), Rifampin (RIF), Tetracycline
(TET), Ampicillin (AMP) and Chloramphenicol
(CHL) obtained from HiMedia, Mumbai were
placed aseptically on the surface of the agar
plates. The plates were incubated at 30o C for 2
days before the inhibition zone diameter was
measured.

Antagonistic potential of fluorescent
Pseudomonas against 15 bacterial species, viz.
Klebsiella sp., Zymomonas mobilis, Xygomonas
sp., Streptococcus sp., Staphylococcus aureus,
Micrococcus luteus, Shigella sp., Escherichia
coli, Bacillus subtilis, Proteus vulgaris,
Azotobacter sp., Lactobacillus sp., Salmonella
typhi, Cellulomonas sp., and Vibrio cholera was
determined by agar bioassay. The target culture

(0.1 ml of 24 hr old culture) was mixed with 20 ml
of sterile molten nutrient agar cooled to 45o C.
The inoculated agar medium was poured into
Petri-plates and wells were punched with a 5 mm
diameter gel puncher. A 25 µl volume of
antagonistic cultures (Pf5 or Pf6) was poured into
each well. A well with sterile nutrient broth alone
served as control. Plates were incubated for 1
day at 5o C, followed by 2 days at 30o C. Inhibition
of target organisms was measured as inhibition
zone diameter in cm around the well.

In vitro antibiosis against phytopathogenic
fungi by fluorescent Pseudomonas was tested
by dual culture technique. A loopful of
fluorescent Pseudomonas culture (24 hr old) was
streaked on one side of the potato dextrose agar
(PDA) plates. Mycelial discs (6 mm in diameter)
of Fusarium oxysporum and Rhizoctonia solani
cut from an actively growing culture were placed
on the opposite side to the bacteria. The plates
were incubated at 30o C for 7 days. The zone of
inhibition of radial growth of the pathogen (a clear
zone between the edges of fungal mycelia and
the bacterial streak) was measured using a pair of
calipers. Control plates contained only fungal
culture.

Seeds of L. esculentum were surface sterilised
with 0.1% HgCl2 for 2 min and bacterised with
fluorescent Pseudomonas Pf5. Fusarium
oxysporum and R. solani were cultivated in
natural medium (sorghum seeds were soaked in
1% sucrose solution for 16 hr and autoclaved for
45 min) and the fungus cultures were
incorporated into the sterile soil-sand mixture (2:1
ratio) in earthen pots. The following treatment
schedule was followed.

Uninoculated control (T0);
Fluorescent Pseudomonas inoculation (T1);
F. oxyporum inoculation (T2);
R. solani inoculation (T3);
fluorescent Pseudomonas + F. oxysporum
inoculation (T4); and
Fluorescent Pseudomonas + R. solani
inoculation T5

Plants were grown in a greenhouse under
conditions of broad day light and watered with
sterile tap water. Eighteen day-old plants were
harvested and root and shoot lengths recorded.
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Plant materials were cut into bits and dried in an
oven at 90o C for 3 days and dry weight was
determined. The data were subjected to statistical
analysis by using the COSTAT package for one
– way ANOVA and Newman Keuls test.

RESULTS   AND   DISCUSSION

All the  isolates of fluorescent Pseudomonas were
positive to catalase, amylase, gelatinase and
siderophore production (Table 1). The
siderophores were of hydroxamate type. Among
the ten isolates, Pf5 produced maximum quantity
of siderophores (866 µg mg-1 protein). Oxidase
test showed a positive reaction only to three
isolates, viz pf5, pf6 and Pf9. With the exception
of Pf5, all the other 9 isolates were tolerant to
6.5% NaCl.

Innate antibiotic resistance test indicated that
Pf5 and Pf6 were resistant to the eight antibiotics
viz Penicillin (PEN), Streptomycin (STR),
Gentamicin (GEN), Kanamycin (KAN), Rifampin
(RIF), Tetracycline (TET), Ampicillin (AMP) and
Chloramphenicol (CHL) (Table 2). However, for
the  remaining 8 isolates, the extent of antibiotic
resistance differed with different antibiotics. On
the basis of innate antibiotic resistance, 2 isolates
of fluorescent Pseudomonas Pf5 and Pf6 were
selected for their antagonistic potential against
15 bacterial species and 2 pathogenic fungal
species.

Among the 15 bacterial species, 14 species
viz Klebsiella sp., Xygomonas sp., Streptococcus
sp., Staphylococcus aureus, Micrococcus luteus,
Shigella sp., Escheritia coli, Bacillus subtilis,
Proteus vulgaris, Agrobacter sp., Lactobacillus
sp., Salmonella typhi, Cellulomonas sp., and
Vibrio cholera were sensitive to Pf5 and pf6.
Zymomonas mobilis was the only species that
could resist the antagonistic action of Pf5 and
Pf6 (Table 3). Further, based on inhibition zone
formation, Bacillus subtilis was the most  sensitive
organism, while Xygomonas sp., was the least
sensitive organism. Pseudomonas spp., isolated
from spoiled and fresh fish have been shown to
possess a broad antibacterial potential which is
siderophore-mediated (Gram, 1993).  The two
isolates, Pf5 and Pf6, exhibited antagonistic
activity against pathogenic fungi F. oxysporum
and R. solani in vitro. The isolates induced TA
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TABLE 3.    Antagonistic potential of fluorescent Pseudomonas against some bacterial and fungal species

Target organism            Inhibition zone diameter (cm) Pf 5        Inhibition zone diameter (cm)  Pf 6

Klebsiella sp. 1.6 2.1
Zymomonas mobilis - -
Xygomonas sp. 0.9 0.9
Streptococcus sp. 1.0 1.0
Staphylococcus aureus 1.5 1.3
Micrococcus luteus 1.3 1.2
Shigella sp. 1.6 2.1
Escherichia coli 1.2 0.8
Bacillus subtilis 2.2 2.3
Proteus vulgaris 2.2 1.7
Azotobacter sp. 1.1 1.3
Lactobacillus sp. 1.6 1.5
Salmonella typhi 1.8 1.3
Cellulomonas sp. 1.3 2.0
Vibrio cholera 1.7 1.6
Fusarium oxysporum 1.2 to 3.8 cm* 1.1 to 3.3 cm*
Rhizoctonia solani 0.3 to 0.9 cm* 0.3 to 0.9 cm*

Values represent average of three replications.    *Distance between the edges of fungal mycelia and the bacterial streak

TABLE 2.    Innate antibiotic resistance of fluorescent  Pseudomonas

Isolates                                           Antibiotics inhibition zone diameter (cm)

                 PEN    STR       GEN             KAN     RIF          TET              AMP  CHL
               10 units        10 mcg           10 mcg            30 mcg               5 mcg           30 mcg           10 mcg          50 mcg
                disc-1                disc-1                   disc-1                     disc-1                       disc-1                    disc-1                     disc-1                   disc-1

Pf 1 - +(1.5) +(1.6) +(1.5) +(0.8) +(1.4) +(1.8) -
Pf 2 - +(1.6) +(1.7) +(1.7) +(0.8) +(0.8) +(1.5) -
Pf 3 - +(1.8) +(1.6) +(1.8) +(0.8) +(0.7) +(1.4) -
Pf 4 - +(1.1) +(1.2) +(1) +(0.8) +(1.6) +(1.5) -
Pf 5 - - - - - - - -
Pf 6 - - - - - - - -
Pf 7 - +(1.0) +(0.9) +(0.9) +(0.8) +(1) +(0.7) -
Pf 8 - +(0.7) +(0.7) +(1.3) - - +(0.7) -
Pf 9 - +(0.9) +(1) +(1.7) +(0.1) +(0.8) +(0.9) -
Pf 10 - +(0.9) +(1.1) +(0.9) +(0.9) +(0.7) +(1.5) -

+ sign indicates antibiotic sensitivity;  – sign indicates antibiotic resistance;  Values represent average of three replications

inhibition zones ranging from 0.3 to 3.8 cm
towards the phytopathogenic fungi. However,
maximum inhibition was shown by Pf5. Similar
antifungal activity exhibited by fluorescent
pseudomonads was reported by Cook et al. (1995)
and Chythanya et al. (2002). The isolate Pf5 was
tested on L. esculentum challenged with

phytopathogens to assess its biocontrol potential
in vivo.

Inoculation with fluorescent Pseudomonas
induced a significant increase in root and shoot
length (123 and 96%, respectively) over the
uninoculated control (Table 4). In contrast,
pathogen treatment caused a reduction in root
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and shoot length (4 to 24% and 13 to 23%,
respectively).  Pathogen-induced reduction in
root and shoot length was nullified by fluorescent
Pseudomonas inoculation. That is, the levels of
root and shoot length in fluorescent
Pseudomonas + pathogen infested plants
reached next only to that of fluorescent
Pseudomonas alone inoculated plants (100 to
104% increase in root length and 74 to 91%
increase in shoot length over the control).
Pseudomonas fluorescens has been shown to
increase seed germination, root and shoot length,
and seedling vigour in several instances
(Ramamoorthy et al., 2001; Khalid et al., 2004;
Egamberdieva, 2008).

It is clear in Table 4 that fluorescent
Pseudomonas inoculation enhances root and
shoot biomass (69 and 81% increase,
respectively), compared to the control. On the
contrary, pathogen treatment resulted in 38%
reduction in root biomass and 61 to 65%
reduction in shoot biomass. However, in the
presence of fluorescent Pseudomonas, the
pathogen-induced effect on root and shoot
biomass was alleviated (38 to 50% higher root
biomass and 32 to 58% higher shoot biomass
over the control).

Mahnaz and Lazarovits (2006) reported an
increase in root and shoot weight of corn plants
upon inoculation with a strain of Pseudomonas
putida that also possess antagonistic activity
against Fusarium. Production of siderophores
is an important trait of PGPR that may indirectly
influence the plant growth. Siderophore
producing biocontrol agents have competitive
advantage over the pathogens for the absorption
of available iron.  Pseudomonas fluorescens and
P. putida have been shown to be successful seed
inoculants for siderophore-mediated biocontrol
agents for several plant pathogens (Dileep Kumar
and Dube, 1972; Van Peer et al., 1990). Thus, Pf5
the powerful siderophore producer (866 µg mg-1

protein) has the potential to suppress the activity
of pathogens and enhance the plant growth.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The financial support provided for this work by
the University Grants Commission, South Eastern
Regional Office, Hyderabad [File No. MRP-658/TA

BL
E 

4. 
  Im

pa
ct 

of 
flu

or
es

ce
nt 

Ps
eu

do
mo

na
s P

f5 
ino

cu
lat

ion
 on

 ro
ot 

an
d s

ho
ot 

len
gth

 an
d d

ry 
ma

tte
r a

cc
um

ula
tio

n i
n 1

8 d
ay

-o
ld 

L. 
es

cu
len

tum
 gr

ow
n i

n p
ath

og
en

 in
fes

ted
 so

il

Tre
atm

en
t

    
    

    
    

   R
oo

t le
ng

th 
(cm

 pl
an

t-1
)  

    
    

    
   S

ho
ot 

len
gth

 (c
m 

pla
nt-1

)  
    

    
  R

oo
t d

ry 
we

igh
t (

g p
lan

t-1
)

    
 S

ho
ot 

dr
y w

eig
ht 

(g
 pl

an
t-1

)

Un
ino

cu
lat

ed
 co

ntr
ol

4.1
6 b

 ±
 0.

76
12

.83
 b 

± 
0.2

8
0.0

16
 bc

 ±
 0.

00
5

0.0
57

 ab
 ±

 0.
00

5
Flu

ore
sc

en
t P

se
ud

om
on

as
9.3

0 a
 ±

 1.
58

25
.16

 a 
± 

4.2
5

0.0
27

 a 
± 

0.0
04

0.1
03

 a 
± 

0.0
30

F. 
ox

ys
po

ru
m

3.1
6 b

 ±
 0.

28
 9.

83
 b 

± 
0.7

6
0.0

10
 c 

± 
0.0

02
0.0

20
 b 

± 
0.0

03
R.

 so
lan

i
4.0

0 b
 ±

 0.
86

11
.16

 b 
± 

0.8
6

0.0
10

 c 
± 

0.0
02

0.0
22

 b 
± 

0.0
04

Flu
or

es
ce

nt 
Ps

eu
do

mo
na

s +
 F.

 ox
ys

po
ru

m
8.3

6 a
 ±

 0.
76

22
.33

 a 
± 

1.1
5

0.0
24

 ab
 ±

 0.
00

4
0.0

75
 a 

± 
0.0

20
Flu

or
es

ce
nt 

Ps
eu

do
mo

na
s +

 R
. s

ola
ni

8.5
 a 

± 
1.3

2
24

.50
 a 

± 
4.4

4
0.0

22
 ab

 ±
 0.

00
4

0.0
90

 a 
± 

0.0
30

L.S
.D

. (
P<

0.0
5)

1.8
10

***
4.6

21
***

0.0
06

5*
**

0.0
34

7*
**

± 
St

an
da

rd
 de

via
tio

n. 
 Va

lue
s s

uff
ixe

d w
ith

 di
ffe

re
nt 

let
ter

s o
n t

he
 sa

me
 co

lum
n i

nd
ica

te 
sig

nif
ica

nt 
dif

fer
en

ce
s. 

*, 
**,

 **
* =

 E
xte

nt 
of 

sig
nif

ica
nc

e; 
NS

 = 
No

t s
ign

ific
an

t



Antagonistic potential of fluorescent Pseudomonas 35

05 (UGC-SERO) Link No. 1658] is gratefully
acknowledged.

REFERENCES

Arnow, L.E. 1937. Colorimetric determination of
the components of 3,4-dihydroxy
phenylalanine tyrosine mixtures. Journal of
Biological Chemistry 118: 531-537.

Bauer, A.W., Kirby, W.M.M., Sherris, J.C. and
Turck, M.D. 1966. Antibiotic susceptibility
testing by a standardised single disc method.
American Journal of Clinical Pathology 45:
493-496.

Benhamou, N., Lafontaine, P.J. and Nicole, M.
1994. Induction of systemic resistance to
Fusarium crown and root rot in tomato plants
treated with chitosan. Phytopathology 84:
1432-1444.

Chythanya, R., Indrani, K. and Iddya, K. 2002.
Inhibition of shrimp pathogenic vibrio by a
marine Pseudomonas 1-2 strain. Aquaculture
208: 1-10.

Cook, R.J. 1993. Making greater use of introduced
microorganisms for biological control of plant
pathogens. Annual Review of
Phytopathology  31: 53-80

Cook, R.J., Thomashow, L.S., Weller, D.M.,
Fujimoto, D., Mazzola, M., Bangera, G. and
Kim, D. 1995. Molecular mechanisms of
defense by rhizobacteria against root disease.
Proceedings of National Academy of Science
United States of America  92: 4197-4201.

Csaky, T.Z. 1948. On the estimation of bound
hydroxamines in biological materials. Acta
Chemica Scandinavica 2: 450-454.

Dileep Kumar, B.S. and Dube, H.C. 1992 Seed
bacterisation with a fuorescent Pseudomonas
for enhanced plant growth, yield and disease
control. Soil Biology and Biochemistry 24:
539-542.

Egamberdieva, D. 2008. Plant growth promoting
properties of Rhizobacteria isolated from
wheat and pea grown in loomy sand soil.
Turkish Journal of Biology 32: 9-15.

Jarvis, W.R. 1988. Fusarium crown and root rot
of tomatoes. Phytoprotection 69: 49-64.

Glick, B.R. 1995. The enhancement of plant growth
free-living bacteria. Canadian Journal of
Microbiology 41: 109-117.

Graham, P.H. and Parker, C.A. 1964. Diagnostic
features in the characterisation of root nodule
bacteria of legumes. Plant Soil 20: 383-396.

Gram, L. 1993. Inhibitory effect against pathogenic
and spoilage bacteria of Pseudomonas strains
isolated from spoiled and fresh fish. Applied
and Environmental Microbiology 59:2197-
2203.

Hirsch, P.R., Von Montasu, J., Johnston, A.W.B.,
Brewin, N.J. and Sehell, J. 1980. Physical
identification of bacteriogenic, nodulation
and other plasmids in strains of Rhizobium
leguminosarum. Journal of General
Microbiology 120: 403-412.

Khalid, A., Arshad, M., and Kahir, Z.A. 2004.
Screening plant growth-promoting
rhizobacteria for improving growth and yield
of wheat. Applied Soil Ecology 96:473-480.

King, E.O., Ward, M. and Raney, D.E. 1954. Two
simple media for demonstration of yocyanin
and fluorescin. Journal of Laboratory and
Clinical Medicine  44: 301-307.

Liu, L., Kloepper, J.W. and Tuzun, S. 1995.
Induction of systemic resistance in cucumber
against Fusarium wilt by plant growth
promoting rhizobacteria. Phytopathology  85:
695-698.

Mehnaz, S. and Lazarovits, G. 2006. Inoculation
effects of Pseudomonas putida,
Gluconacetobacter azotocaptans, and
Azospirillum lipoferum on corn plant growth
under greenhouse conditions. Microbial
Ecology 51: 326–335.

Mordukhova, E.A., Skvortosova, N.P., Kochettor,
V.V., Dubeikovskii, A.N. and  Boronin, A.M.
1991. Synthesis of the phytohormone indole-
3-acetic acid by rhizosphere bacteria of the
genus Pseudomonas.  Mikrobiologiya 60:
494-500.

Ramamoorthy, V., Viswanathan, R.,
Raghuchander, T., Prakasam, V. and
Samiyappan, R. 2001. Induction of systemic
resistance by plant growth promoting
rhizobacteria in crop plants against pest and
diseases. Crop Protection 20: 1- 11.

Scher, F.M. and Baker, R. 1982. Effect of
Pseudomonas putida and a synthetic iron
chelator on induction of soil suppressiveness
to Fusarium wilt Pathogens. Phytopathology
72: 1567-1573.



S.  SARAVANAN  et al.36

Snow, G.A. 1954. Mycobactin. A growth factor
for Mycobacterium jhnei. II. Degradation and
identification of fragments. Journal of
Chemical Society 10: 2588-2591.

Thomashow, L.S.  and Weller, D.M. 1996. Current
concepts in the use of introduced bacteria
for biological disease control mechanisms and
antifungal metabolites. pp. 187-235.   In:
Plant-microbe interactions. Vol. I. Stacey, G.
and Keen, M. (Eds.). Chapman and Hall, New
York, USA.

Van Peer, R., Van Kuik, A.J., Rattink, H. and
Schippers, B. 1990. Control of Fusarium wilt
in carnation grown on rockwool by
Pseudomonas sp. strain WCS417r and by Fe-
EDDHA. Netherlands Journal of Plant
Pathology 96: 119-132.

Van Peer, R., Niemann, G.J. and Schippers, B. 1991.
Induced resistance and phytoalexin

accumulation in biological control of
Fusarium wilt of carnation by Pseudomonas
sp. strain WCS417r. Phytopathology 81: 1508-
1512.

Weller, D.M. 1988.Biological control of soil-borne
plant pathogens in the rhizosphere with
bacteria. Annual Review of Phytopathology
26: 379-407.

Weller, D.M. and Cook, R.J. 1983. Suppression of
take-all of wheat by seed treatments with
fluorescent pseudomonads. Phytopathology
73: 463-469.

Wollum, H.A.G. 1982. Cultural methods for soil
microorganisms. pp. 781-802.  In:  Methods
for soil analysis. Part 2 - Chemical and
Microbiological  properties, Second edition.
Page, A.L., Miller, R.H. and Kennedy, D.R.
ASA and SSSA Publications, Madison
Wisconsin, USA.


