
African Journal of Biotechnology Vol. 10(70), pp. 15749-15755, 9 November, 2011     
Available online at http://www.academicjournals.org/AJB 
DOI: 10.5897/AJB11.1495 
ISSN 1684–5315 © 2011 Academic Journals  

 
 
 
 

Full Length Research Paper 
 

Plant regeneration in wheat mature embryo culture 
 

Murat Aydin*, Metin Tosun and Kamil Haliloglu 
 

Department of Field Crops, Faculty of Agriculture, Ataturk University, Erzurum, Turkey. 
 

Accepted 15 September, 2011 
 

Success in genetic engineering of cereals depends on the callus formation and efficient plant 
regeneration system. Callus formation and plant regeneration of wheat mature embryos were assessed 
by using 12 different methods with 4 genotypes. Genotype significantly affected the formation of callus, 
embryogenic callus and plant regeneration. Only two methods (methods #2 and 9) produced plant 
regeneration. The highest plant regeneration for all genotypes with endosperm that supported mature 
embryos was observed in method #9 which contain MS medium supplemented with 12 mg/l dicamba + 
0.5 mg/l IAA.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Success in genetic engineering of cereals depends on 
the callus formation and efficient plant regeneration sys-
tem. Transgenic wheat plants can be regenerated 
through Agrobacterium transformation (Haliloglu and 
Baenzinger, 2003) and biolistic bombardment (Patnaik 
and Khurana, 2003). The most common explant type 
used for wheat transformation is immature embryo. 
However, special measures are required to obtain imam-
ture embryos and its use is restricted after a while. 
Therefore, mature embryos are significant alternative for 
callus and somatic embryo formation, which can be used 
in wheat transformation. 

Efficient callus formation and plant regeneration 
depend on: genotype (Sears and Deckard, 1982; Mathies 
and Simpson, 1986; Fennel et al., 1996), explant source 
(Ozias-Akins and Vasil, 1982; Redway et al., 1990), 
growth  conditions  of  donor  plant  (Hess  and   Carman,  
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Abbreviations: MS, Murashige and Skoog (1962) medium; B5, 
Gamborg et al. (1968) medium; 2,4-D, 2,4-dichlorophenoxy 
acetic acit; Dicamba, 3,6-dichloro-2-methoxybenzoic acid; 
Picloram, 4-amino-3,5,6-trichloropicolinic acid; IAA, ındole-3-
acetic acid; NAA, 1-naphthaleneacetic acid; BAP, 6-
benzylaminopurine; TDZ, thidiazuron, 1-phenyl-3-[1,2,3 
thiadozol-5-yl] urea. 

1998) and culture medium (Mathias and Simpson, 1986; 
Elena and Ginzo, 1988; Fennel et al., 1996). 

When mature embryos are used as explant source, 
frequency of plant regeneration is low as compared to 
immature embryo culture. In addition, non-endosperm 
supported mature embryos directly from seeds (Ozias-
Akins and Vasil, 1983; Kato et al., 1991; Kintzios et al., 
1996; Varshney et al., 1999; Mendoza and Kaeppler, 
2002; Li et al., 2003; Patnaik and Khurana, 2003; Zale et 
al., 2004), thin pieces of mature embryos (Delporte et al., 
2001) and endosperm supported mature embryos 
(Ozgen et al., 1996, 1998; Chen et al., 2006; Filippov et 
al., 2006) have been used for callus formation and plant 
regeneration. 

The aim of this research was to determine a suitable 
regeneration method, which can be used in wheat mature 
embryo culture. Therefore, 12 different modified methods 
used previously in wheat mature embryo culture and 4 
different wheat cultivars were used.  
 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 
Mature embryos of genotypes Kırik, Doğu 88, Bezostaja 1 and Kate 
A-1 were used as explant source. Mature embryos were employed 
as non-endosperm supported (all methods except method 9) and 
endosperm supported (method 9 only) based on the methods. 
Callus formation and plant regeneration of mature embryos was 
assessed using 12 different methods (Table 1) to determine the 

best method of regeneration. Methods used in this research were 
compiled by modification of methods previously mentioned in 
literature (Varshney et al., 1999; Mendoza and Kaepler, 2002; Li  et  
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Table 1. Composition of callus formation and plant regeneration medium based on the methods and callus culture periods. 
 

Culture 
media 

Ingredient 
Method 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

C
a
ll

u
s
 f

o
rm

a
ti

o
n

 m
e

d
iu

m
 

MS Salts
1
 (g/l) 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 

MS Vitamins (1000x)
2
 

(ml/l) 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 

B5 Vitamins (1000x)
2 

(ml/l)
 - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 

Agar
1 
(g/l)

 
- 7 - - - - - - 7 - 7 7 

Phytagel
1 
(g/l)

 
2 - 2 2 2 2 2 2 - 2.5 -  

Sucrose
1 
(g/l)

 
20 20 - 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 30 20 

Maltose
1 
(g/l)

 
- - 40 - - - - - - - - - 

2,4-D (mg/l) 2.5 8 0.5 - - - - 2 - - - - 

Dicamba (mg/l) - - - 4 4 4 4 - 12 4 4 8 

Picloram (mg/l) - - 2.2 - - - - - - - - - 

IAA (mg/l) - - - - - - - - 0.5 - - - 

L-Glutamine
2 
(g/l)

 
- - 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 - - 5 0.3 - 

Casein hydrolyzate
 2 

(g/l)
 

- - 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 - 1 0.5 - 

Magnesium chloride
 1 

(g/l)
 - - 0.75 0.75 0.75 0.75 0.75 - - - - - 

MES hydrate
1 

(g/l)
 

1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 

Ascorbic acid (50 
mg/ml)

2
 

- - 2 ml 2 ml 2 ml 2 ml 2 ml - - - - - 

Myo-inositol
2 
(mg/l)

 
- - - - - - - 0.2 - - - - 

Glycine
2 
(mg/l)

 
- - - - - - - - - - 2 - 

Culture period (Week) 4 4  4  2  3  2  3  3  3  4  4  4  

              

P
la

n
t 

re
g

e
n

e
ra

ti
o

n
 m

e
d

iu
m

 

MS Salts
1 
(g/l)

 
4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 4.43 

MS Vitamins (1000x)
2 

(ml/l)
 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 

B5 Vitamins (1000x)
2 

(ml/l)
 - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 

Agar
1 
(g/l)

 
- 7 - - - - - - 7 - 7 7 

Phytagel
1 
(g/l)

 
2 - 2 2 2 2 2 2 - 2.5 -  

Sucrose
1 
(g/l)

 
20 20 - 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 30 20 

Maltose
1 
(g/l)

 
- - 40 - - - - - - - - - 

Dicamba (mg/l) - - - 0.01 0.01 - - - - 0.01 - - 

L-Glutamine
2 
(mg/l)

 
- - - - - - - - - 5 0.3 - 

Casein hydrolyzate
 2 

(g/l)
 

- - - - - - - 0.2 - 1 0.5 - 

MES hydrate
1 

(g/l)
 

1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 1.95 

Ascorbic acid (50 
mg/ml)

2 - - 2 ml 2 ml 2 ml 2 ml 2 ml - - - - - 

Myo-inositol
2 
(g/l)

 
- - - - - - - 0.1 - - - - 

Glycine
2 
(mg/l)

 
- - - - - - - - - - 2  

BAP (mg/l) - - - 0.5 0.5 - - 0.5 - 0.5   

TDZ (mg/l) - - - - - - - - - - 1  

NAA (mg/l) - - - - - - - 0.02 - - -  
 
1
:Heat-labile compound;  

2
:thermolabile compound. 

 

 
 

al., 2003; Patnaik and Khurana, 2003; Haliloglu and Baenzinger, 
2005; Filippov et al., 2006; Ahmet and Adak, 2007; Aydin, 2011).  

Seeds were washed with tap water and surface-sterilized with 
70% ethanol for 5 min, treated for 25 min with solution containing 
1% sodium hypochlorite with a few drops of Tween 20 with constant 
stirring, and rinsed three times with sterile distilled water thereafter. 
The seeds were imbibed in sterile water for 16 to 17 h at 4°C in the 

dark. Mature embryos were aseptically dissected out and 
transferred to different callus initiation media with different time 
periods based on methods for callus formation and kept in the dark 
at 25°C. Then, calli were transferred to regeneration media based 
on methods (Table 1) for 30 days with a 16 h lights (light intensity of 
62 μmol m

-2
s

-1
) and 8 h dark photoperiod at 25°C. All regenerated 

plantlets were transferred to MS medium supplemented  with  20 g/l  



 
 
 
 
sucrose and 7 g/l agar in Magenta boxes until they attained 10 to 
12 cm plant height. 

All media were adjusted to pH 5.8 with 1 N NaOH. Media 
solutions containing basal salts and solidifying agent were 
autoclaved at 121°C for 15 min for sterilization. Vitamins and plant 
growth regulators were filter-sterilized. Callus formation (%) and 
embryogenic callus formation (%) were determined prior to transfer 
of the calli to plant regeneration medium. Whereas, responded 
embryogenic callus and regeneration efficiency were determined 
after 30 days in regeneration medium. 

This study was carried out in complete randomized experimental 
design of 4 × 12 factorial arrangements with 4 replicates. Each Petri 
dish was considered as replication and 20 mature embryos were 

cultured into each Petri dish. Effects of genotypes and methods on 
callus formation, embryogenic callus formation, and responded 
embryogenic callus formation and regeneration efficiency were 
investigated. Analysis of variance (ANOVA) was performed using 
General Linear Model (GLM) procedure in SAS (SAS İnstitute, 
1995). Means treatments and interactions were compared using the 
Duncan's multiple range test. 

 
 

RESULTS 
 
Callus formation 
 
Main effects of both genotypes (p = 0.002) and methods 
(p = 0.001) on callus formation were significant. The 
highest callus formation occurred in Bezostaja-1 with 
98.5%. Whereas, the lowest callus formation was 
observed in genotype Kate A-1 with 96.7%. This 
percentage was determined as 98.4% in both genotypes 
Kırik and Doğu 88, and there was no significant 
difference between them. When methods were compared 
based on callus formation, the highest callus formation 
(100%) was observed in methods #6, 7, 9 and 10 and the 
lowest one (91.9%) was method #8 (Table 2). 

The fact that callus formation of genotype showed 
differences based on methods, resulted in significant 
genotype x method interaction (p = 0.001). When 
genotypes were compared based on average callus 
formation percentage for each method, significant 
differences (p<0.05) were seen among genotypes in 
methods #2, 4 and 8 (Table 2). When methods were 
compared for callus formation based on genotypes, there 
were significant differences among methods in 
genotypes, except Doğu 88. The highest callus formation 
(100%) was observed in genotype Kırik in methods #2 
(Figure 1A), 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12; in genotype Doğu 
88 in methods #2, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 10; in genotypes 
Bezostaja-1 and Kate A-1 in methods #4, 5, 6, 7, 9 
(Figure 1A) and 10. 
 
 

Embryogenic callus formation 
 
Calli were categorized as embryogenic callus (EC) and 
non-embryogenic callus (NC). EC was characterized by 
cream color, friable, compact in nature and contained 
embryogenic structure occurring  separate  or  had  fused 
nodules (Figure 1B). NE was white, loose  and  watery  in 
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nature. Embryogenic callus formation was strongly 
influenced by genotypes and  methods  (p = 0.001).  Kate 
A-1 took the first position in terms of embryogenic callus 
formation with 92.2% and followed by Bezostaja-1 
(91.8%), Kırik (88.9%) and Doğu 88 (88.0%) (Table 2). 
Kate A-1, Bezostaja-1 and Kırik, Doğu 88 were in the 
same group for this parameter (Table 2). On the other 
hand, when genotypes were compared with respect to 
methods, the highest average EC was observed in 
method #7 (97.8%) and the lowest EC in method #11 
(77.5%) (Table 2). In addition, a significant interaction 
between genotypes and methods was observed (p = 
0.001). There were significant differences among 
genotypes for methods #2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 and 12 
based on EC formation (Table 2). On the other hand, 
when methods were compared for each genotypes, the 
highest EC formation was produced by genotype Kırik 
(100%) in method #9, genotype Doğu 88 in methods #4 
and 6, genotype Bezostaja-1 in methods #4 and 5, 
genotype Kate A-1 in methods #4, 5, 6 and 7 (Table 2). 

 
 
Responded embryogenic callus formation 
 
Embryogenic calli that produced roots and shoots were 
considered as responded embryogenic callus (REC). 
While genotypes that did not have significant effect on 
REC (p = 0.27), were strongly influenced by methods (p = 
0.001). Only somatic embryos in methods # 2 and 9 
produced plant regeneration (Figure 1C), somatic 
embryos in other methods did not regenerate any plants, 
therefore, it was presented as 0.0%. The highest REC 
was determined in methods #9 (16.3%) and followed by 
method #2 with 5.3% (Table 2). When genotypes were 
compared in both methods, the highest REC was 
observed in method #9 (17.5%) with genotypes Kırik and 
Doğu 88 and in method #2 (10.0%) with genotype Kırik. 
These values in methods #9 and 2 for genotype Doğu 88 
were 17.5 and 2.5%, for genotype Bezostaja-1, it was 
15.0 and 5.0%, for Kate A-1 it was 15.0 and 3.8%, 
respectively. 

 
 
Regeneration efficiency 

 
Main effects of genotypes and methods were significant 
(p = 0.01). Genotype Kate A-1 (0.7 plant) was the highest 
in terms of average plant regeneration efficiency and 
Bezostaja-1 was the lowest (0.3 plant). This value was 
0.6 plant for genotype Kırik (Table 2). Only somatic 
embryos of methods #2 and 9 had plant regeneration 
when methods were compared in terms of average plant 
regeneration efficiency (Figure 1D and E). Plants that 
were regenerated in other methods originated from base 
embryo. Therefore, plants that were regenerated in these 
methods were not taken into account. Significant 
differences was determined between methods  #2  and  9  
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Table 2. Callus formation (%), embryogenic callus formation (%), responded embryogenic callus formation (%), regeneration efficiency based 
on methods and genotypes. 
 

Parameter
1 

Method 
Cultivars (

X
SX  ) 

Mean 
Kırik Doğu 88 Bezostaja-1 Kate A-1 

C
a
ll

u
s
 f

o
rm

a
ti

o
n

 (
%

)a
 

1 98.8±1.3
AB

 96.3±1.3
 

98.8±1.3
AB

 97.5±2.5
AB

 97.8±0.8
AB

 

2 100±0.0
aA

 100±0.0
a
 97.5±1.4

abAB
 95.0±2.0

bB
 98.1±0.8

AB
 

3 96.3±1.3
AB

 97.5±1.4 98.8±1.3
AB

 97.5±2.5
AB

 97.5±0.8
B
 

4 91.3±3.2
bC

 100±0.0
a
 100±0.0

aA
 100±0.0

aA
 97.8±1.2

AB
 

5 95.0±2.9
BC

 97.5±1.4 100±0.0
A
 100±0.0

A
 98.1±0.9

AB
 

6 100±0.0
A
 100±0.0 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 

7 100±0.0
A
 100±0.0 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 

8 100±0.0
aA

 97.5±2.5
a
 95.0±2.0

aB
 75.0±0.0

bC
 91.9±2.7

C
 

9 100±0.0
A
 100±0.0 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 

10 100±0.0
A
 100±0.0 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 100±0.0

A
 

11 100±0.0
A
 95.0±2.9 95.0±2.9

B
 98.8±1.3

AB
 97.2±1.1

B
 

12 100±0.0
A
 97.5±2.5 97.5±1.4

AB
 96.3±2.4

AB
 97.8±0.9

AB
 

Mean 98.4±0.5
a
 98.4±0.5

a
 98.5±0.4

a
 96.7±1.0

b
  

       

E
m

b
ry

o
g

e
n

ic
 c

a
ll

u
s
  

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n

 (
%

) 

 

1 97.5±1.4
AB

 90.0±4.6
BC

 96.3±2.4
A
 97.5±2.5

A
 95.3±1.6

B
 

2 96.3±1.3
aAB

 85.0±4.1
bC

 96.3±2.4
aA

 95.0±2.0
aA

 93.1±1.7
B
 

3 90.0±2.0
aBC

 90.0±2.0
aBC

 87.5±2.5
abBC

 81.3±2.4
bB

 87.2±1.4
C
 

4 85.0±5.4
bCD

 100±0.0
aA

 100±0.0
aA

 100±0.0
aA

 96.3±2.1
AB

 

5 77.5±2.5
bDE

 97.5±1.4
aAB

 100±0.0
aA

 100±0.0
aA

 93.8±2.5
AB

 

6 90.0±3.5
bBC

 100±0.0
aA

 95.0±2.0
abAB

 100±0.0
aA

 96.3±1.4
AB

 

7 95.0±2.9
AB

 98.8±1.3
AB

 97.5±1.4
A
 100±0.0

A
 97.8±0.9

A
 

8 91.3±1.3
aBC

 91.3±4.3
aBC

 85.0±4.6
aCD

 67.5±1.4
bC

 83.8±2.9
CD

 

9 100±0.0
aA

 90.0±0.0
bBC

 95.0±2.9
abAB

 95.0±2.9
abA

 95.0±1.3
AB

 

10 90.0±4.1
aBC

 67.5±2.5
bD

 77.5±4.8
bD

 95.0±2.9
aA

 82.5±3.2
D
 

11 80.0±0.0
DE

 72.5±4.3
D
 77.5±1.4

D
 80.0±4.3

B
 77.5±2.0

E
 

12 73.8±1.3
bE

 73.8±1.3
bD

 93.8±2.4
aAB

 95.0±2.0
aA

 84.1±2.8
CD

 

Mean 88.9±1.3
b
 88.0±1.7

b
 91.8±1.3

a
 92.2±1.6

a
  

       

R
e
s
p

o
n

d
e
d

 
e
m

b
ry

o
g

e
n

ic
 

c
a
ll
u

s
 

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n

 (
%

)c
 

1 0.0±0.0
 

0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

2 10±0.0 2.5±2.5 5.0±2.9 3.8±2.4 5.3±1.2
B
 

3 00±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

4 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

5 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

6 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

7 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

8 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

9 17.5±2.5 17.5±2.5 15.0±2.9 15.0±2.9 16.3±1.3
A
 

10 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

11 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

12 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0 0.0±0.0
C
 

Mean 2.3±0.8
 

1.7±0.7 1.6±0.7 1.6±0.7  

       

R
e
g

e
n

e
ra

ti
o

n
 

e
ff

ic
ie

n
c
y
 

(n
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

p
la

n
t)

d
 

1 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

2 2.9±0.2
aB

 0.6±0.6
bB

 0.6±0.6
bB

 1.4±0.8
abB

 1.4±0.4
B
 

3 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

4 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

5 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

6 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

7 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
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8 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

9 4.1±0.7
bA

 3.3±0.3
bA

 3.0±0.4
bA

 6.5±0.5
aA

 4.2±0.4
A
 

10 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

11 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

12 0.0±0.0
C
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

B
 0.0±0.0

C
 0.0±0.0

C
 

Mean 0.6±0.2
a
 0.3±0.1

b
 0.3±0.1

b
 0.7±0.3

a
  

 
1
For each parameters, values with insignificant difference for each column and row are indicated with same capital letters and lowercase letters, 

respectively (p>0.05). 
a
(Callus number/Explants number) x 100; 

b
(Embryogenic callus number/Explants number) x 100; 

c
(Responded embryogenic 

callus number/Explants number) x 100; 
d
Regenerated plant number / Responded embryogenic callus number 

 
 
 

with respect to average plant regeneration efficiency, and 
plant regeneration efficiency of method #9 (4.2 plant) was 
higher than that of methods #2 (1.4 plant). A significant 
interaction between methods and genotypes was observ-
ed since regeneration efficiency was changed based on 
methods. Regeneration efficiency value of genotype Kate 
A-1 was 6.5 in method #9 and 1.4 in method #2. These 
values for genotype Kırik were 4.1 and 2.9, for genotype 
Doğu 88 were 3.3 and 0.6 and for genotype Bezostaja-1 
3.0 and 0.6 in methods #9 and #2, respectively. When 
methods were compared with respect to genotypes, the 
highest regeneration efficiency was observed in method 
#9 (Table 2). 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
It is well known that success in in vitro callus formation 
and plant regeneration is highly dependent on genotype 
(Haliloglu and Baenziger, 2005). Significant genotype 
effect on callus formation, embryogenic callus formation, 
responded embryogenic callus formation and regene-
ration efficiency was observed in our study. Similar 
results were also reported by many researchers (Ozgen 
et al., 1996, 1998; Rashid et al., 2002; Sarker and 
Biswas, 2002; Li et al., 2003; Zale et al., 2004; Chen et 
al., 2006; Patnaik et al., 2006; Ahmet and Adak, 2007; Bi 
et al., 2007). 

Filippov et al. (2006) generated 5.4 plant per explant by 
using Tayozhnaya genotype in his study. Whereas, 0.98 
plant per explant were generated in Kate A-1 genotype 
by using same method which is method #9 that was the 
best medium in our study. Differences between two 
studies in terms of plant regeneration efficiency can be 
explained by different genotypes used for each study. 
Similarly, Bregitzer (1992) and Li et al. (2003) stated that 
the most influential factor on callus formation and plant 
regeneration in wheat was genotype. Likewise, Mathias 
and Simpson (1986) reported that genotype was more 
important than medium. 

Method #9 which endosperm supported mature 
embryos was used and gave the highest plant regene-
ration among 12 different methods in this research. In the 
same way, endosperm supported mature embryos gave 
better regeneration efficiency than non-endosperm 
supported mature embryos in wheat (Bartok and Sagi, 

1990; Chen et al., 2006), barley (He and Jia, 2008) and 
triticale (Birsin and Ozgen, 2004). 

The reason why endosperm supported mature embryos 
gave better results can be explained by either the supply 
of more and readily available nutrition than artificial cul-
ture medium (Bartok and Sagi, 1990) or there could be 
some cells in embryos that can receive signal from 
endosperm and therefore, higher regeneration can be 
maintained (Chen et al., 2006). Although, all methods 
except method #2 which did not use endosperm sup-
ported approach produced embryogenic calli, there was 
no success in plant regeneration. 

Type and amount of plant growth regulators play 
important role in plant tissue culture. Common auxin type 
of plant growth regulator used in wheat and other cereals 
is 2,4-D (Filippov et al., 2006). On the other hand, 
dicamba was determined as more effective than 2,4-D in 
researches and auxin types were compared in endo-
sperm and non-endosperm supported studies in wheat 
(Mendoza and Kaeppler, 2002; Filippov et al., 2006). 
Papenfuss and Carmen (1987) reported that dicamba 
was used readily by metabolism and therefore, increase 
the shoot formation. However, 2,4-D proves to be more 
resistance to enzymatic digestion and reaction and, 
hence, stays in cells that are highly stable (Moore, 1989). 

Plant regeneration was obtained in methods #2 (8 mg/l 
2,4-D) and #9 (12 mg/l dicamba + 0,5 mg/l IAA). This 
results show that it is necessary to use high con-
centration of auxins in mature embryo culture. Filippov et 
al. (2006) stated that mature embryos contain more old 
cells and more differentiated tissues than immature 
embryos and this necessitate the use of high concen-
tration of auxin for re-differentiation. They also reported 
that endosperm can absorb the plant growth regulators in 
endosperm supported mature embryo culture and there-
fore, it is necessary to use higher concentration of auxins 
in endosperm supported mature culture than in non-
endosperm supported mature culture. On the other hand, 
Mendoza and Kaeppler (2002) obtained the best plant 
regeneration in medium containing 4 mg/l dicamba. 
Conversely, although same auxin type and doses were 
used in methods #4, 5, 6, 7 and 11 in the first round of 
our study, we were not able to regenerate any plants. 
This result can be as a result using different genotypes in 
our study and using model genotype “Bobwhite” in the 
other study. 
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Figure 1. Calus formation and plant regeneration of wheat mature embryos of Kate A-1 and Kırik in 

methods #9 and 2, respectively. (A) callus formation (B) embryogenic callus, (C) plant regeneration, 
(D) plantlets in meganta boxes and (E) regenerated plant in soil. 



 
 
 
 

Even thought methods #2 and 12 contained same 
medium and same amount (8 mg/l) of 2,4-D and 
dicamba, respectively except for non-endosperm sup-
ported mature embryos and hormones, there was no 
plant regeneration in method #12 in which dicamba was 
used as auxine. Filippov et al. (2006) obtained the best 
plant regeneration in 10 mg/l doses of 2,4-D and 12 mg/l 
of dicamba. These results show that higher concentration 
of dicamba is more effective as compared to 2,4-D. On 
the other hand, our results indicate the necessity of 
analyzing hormone type and doses factors, and they 
should not be combined and considered as one factor. 
Accordingly, Mendoza and Kaeppler (2002) showed that 
interaction of auxin type and doses were very important.  

Consequently, success in wheat mature embryo culture 
highly depends on genotype, and endosperm supported 
mature embryos are more effective to plant regeneration 
as compared to non-endosperm supported mature 
embryo as explants. 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
We are grateful for the financial support from the 
Scientific Research Projects Fund (BAP-2009/28) of 
Ataturk University, Erzurum, Turkey. 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
Ahmet H, Adak MS (2007). Callus Induction and Plant Regeneration in 

Some Iraqi Common Wheat Varieties. J. Agric. Sci. 13(3): 285-292. 
Aydın M, Sağsöz S, Haliloğlu K, Tosun M (2011). Factors Affecting 

Wheat Mature Embryo Culture. J. Agric. Fac. Atatürk Univ. 42 (1):1-

10. 
Bartok T, Sagi F (1990). A new endosperm supported culture callus 

induction method for wheat (Triticum aestivum L.). Plant Cell Tissue 

Organ Cult. 22: 37-41. 
Bi RM, Kou M, Chen LG, Mao SR, Wang HG (2007). Plant regeneration 

through callus initiation from mature embryo of Triticum. Plant 

Breeding 126 (9): 9-12. 
Birsin M, Ozgen M (2004). A comparison of callus induction and plant 

regeneration from different embryo explant of Triticale. Cellular & 

Mol. Biol. Letters 9: 353-361. 
Bregitzer P (1992). Plant regeneration and callus type in barley: Effect 

of genotype and culture medium. Crop Sci. 32: 1108-1112. 

Chen JY, Yue RQ, Xu HX, Chen Xj (2006). Study on plant regeneration 
of wheat mature embryo under endosperm- supported culture. Agric. 
Sci. China 5: 572-578. 

Delporte F, Mostade O, Jacquemin JM (2001). Plant regeneration 
through callus initiation from thin mature embryo fragments of wheat. 
Plant Cell, Tissue and Organ Cult. 67: 73-80 

Elena BE, Ginzo HD (1988). Effect of auxin levels on shoot formation 

with different embryo tissues from a cultivar and a commercial hybrid 
of wheat (Tritieum aesrivum L.). J. Plant Physiol. 132: 600-603. 

Fennel S, Bohorova N, Ginkel M, Crossa J, Hoisington DA (1996). Plant 

regeneration from immature embryos of 48 elite CIMMYT bread 
wheats. Theor Appl Genet. 92: 163-169. 

Filippov M, Miroshnichenko D, Vernikovskaya D, Dolgov S (2006). The 

effect of auxin and exposure to auxin and genotypes on somatic 
embryogenesis from mature embryos of wheat. Plant Cell, Tissue 
and Organ Cult. 84: 213-222. 

 
 

Aydin et al.       15755 
 
 
 
Haliloglu K, Baenzinger PS (2003). Agrobacterium tumefaciens 

mediated wheat transformation. Cereal Res. Commun. 31(1-2): 9-16. 
Haliloglu K, Baenzinger PS (2005). Screening wheat genotypes for high 

callus induction and regeneration capability from immature embryos 
cultures. J. Plant Biochem. Biotechnol. 14: 77-82.  

He T, Jia JF (2008). High frequency plant regeneration from mature 
embryo explants of highland barley (Hordeum vulgare L. nudum 

Hk.f.) under endosperm supported culture. Plant Cell Tiss. Organ 
Cult. 95: 251-254. 

Hess JR, Carman JG (1998). Embriyogenic compotence of immature 
wheta embryos: genotype, donor plant environment and endogenous 
hormone levels. Crop Science 38: 249-253. 

Kato K, Chowdhury SH, Harada S (1991). Effect of culture conditionon 
plant regeneration capacity of mature embryo derived callus in wheat 
(Triticum aestivum L.). Wheat Inf Serv. 72: 95-97. 

Kintzios SE, Trantafyllou M, Drossopoulos J (1996). Effect of genotype 
and different growth regulator treatments on callus induction, 
proliferation and plant regeneration from mature wheat embryos. 

Cereal Res. commun. 24(2): 147-153.  
Li W, Ding CH, Hu Z, Lu W, Guo GQ (2003). Relationship between 

tissue culture and agronomic traits of spring wheat. Plant Sci. 164: 

1079-1085 
Mathias RJ, Simpson ES (1986). The interaction of genotype and 

culture medium on the tissue culture responses of wheat (Triticum 

aestivum L. em. thell) callus. Plant Cell Tissue Organ Cult. 7: 31-37 

Mendoza MG, Kaeppler HF (2002). Auxin and sugar effects on callus 
induction and plant regeneration frequencies from mature embryos of 
Wheat (Triticum aestivum). In vitro Cell. Dev. Biol. 38: 39-45. 

Moore TC (1989). Biochemistry and physiology of plant hormones. 
Springer, New York.  

Ozgen M, Turet M, Ozcan S, Sancak C (1996). Callus induction and 
plant regeneration from immature and mature embryos of winter 
durum wheat genotypes. Plant Breed.115: 455-458.  

Ozgen M, Turet M, Altinok S, Sancak C (1998). Efficient callus induction 
and plant regeneration from mature embryo culture of winter wheat 
genotypes. Plant Cell Reports 18: 331-335. 

Ozias-Akins P, Vasil IK (1982). Plant regeneration from cultured 
immature embryos and inflorescences of Triticum aestivum (wheat): 

evidence for somatic embryogenesis. Protoplasma 110: 95-105 

Ozias-Akins P, Vasil IK (1983). Callus induction and growth from the 
mature embryo of wheat. Protoplasma 115: 104-113. 

Papenfuss JM, Carman, JG (1987). Enhanced regeneration from wheat 

callus cultures using dicamba and kinetin. Crop Sci. 27: 588-593. 
Patnaik D, Khurana P (2003). Genetic transformation of indian bread 

(Triticum aestivum) and pasta (Triticum durum) wheat by particle 

bombardment of mature embryo-drived cali. BMC plant biol. 3(5): 1-
11. 

Patnaik D, Vishnudason D, Khurana P (2006). Agrobacterium-mediated 
transformation of mature embryos Triticum aestivum and Triticum 

durum. Current Sci. 91(3): 307-317. 

Rashid H, Ghani RA, Chaudhry Z (2002). Effect of media, growth 
regulators and genotypes on callus ınduction and regeneration in 
wheat (Triticum aestivum). Biotechnology 1(1): 49-54. 

Redway F A, Vasil V, Lu D, Vasil IK (1990). Identification of callus types 
for long-term maintenance and regeneration from commercial 
cultivars of wheat (Triticum aestivum L.). Theor Appl. Genet. 79: 609-

617. 
Sarker RH, Biswas A (2002). In vitro plantet regeneration and 

Agrobacterium-mediated genetic transformation of wheat (Triticum 
aestivum L.). Plant Tissue Cult.12(2): 155-165. 

Sears RG, Deckard EL (1982). Tissue culture variability in wheat: callus 

induction and plant regeneration. Crop Sci. 22: 546-550.  
Varshney A, Jain S, Kothari SL (1999). Plant regeneration from mature 

embryos of 20 cultivars of wheat. Cerel Res. Comm.27 (1-2): 163-

170. 
Zale M J, Borchardt-Wier H, Kidwell KK, Steber CM (2004). Callus 

induction and plant regeneration from mature embryos of a diverse 

set of wheat genotypes. Plant Cell Tissue Organ Cult., 76: 227-281. 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1439-0523.2007.01327.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1439-0523.2007.01327.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1439-0523.2007.01327.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2135/cropsci1992.0011183X003200050007x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2135/cropsci1992.0011183X003200050007x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1671-2927(06)60094-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1671-2927(06)60094-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1671-2927(06)60094-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1011697316212
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1011697316212
http://dx.doi.org/10.1023/A:1011697316212
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-005-9026-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-005-9026-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-005-9026-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-005-9026-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-008-9437-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-008-9437-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-008-9437-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11240-008-9437-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.2135/cropsci1998.0011183X003800010042x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2135/cropsci1998.0011183X003800010042x
http://dx.doi.org/10.2135/cropsci1998.0011183X003800010042x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1270/jsbbs1951.41.443
http://dx.doi.org/10.1270/jsbbs1951.41.443
http://dx.doi.org/10.1270/jsbbs1951.41.443
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0168-9452(03)00113-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0168-9452(03)00113-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0168-9452(03)00113-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00043918
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00043918
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF00043918

