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ABSTRACT. Three kaempferol glycosides were isolated from the methanolic extract of
the stem bark of Albizia versicolor and identified as kaempferol-3-neohesperidoside,
kaempferol-3-O-(2%-«-rhamnopyranosyl)-rutinoside and mauritianin on the basis of NMR
studies. These glycosides are all new to the genus.

INTRODUCTION

The root and stem barks of Albizia versicolor Welw. ex Oliv. (Leguminosae) are used in
Kenyan herbal medicine as an anthelmintic, purgative and analgesic [1]. In some parts of the
country the same plant parts are used for making medications for venereal diseases [2]. No
previous work had been done on A. versicolor, but other Albizia species have yielded a number
of triterpenes [3-6], alkaloids [7-11] and flavonoids [12-16]. Most reports on the flavonoids of
Albizia has focused on the aglycone moieties; with little attention to the structures of intact
glycosides. From the methanolic extract of the stem bark of A. versicolor, we have isolated
three kaempferol glycosides and identified them as kaempferol-3-neohesperidoside (1),
Jmem'pferol—3~0—(2°-a-rhamnopyranosyl)-run'noside (2) and mauritianin (3). These compounds
are new to the genus and their structures were established by spectroscopic analysis.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Compound 1 was obtained as a yellow solid with UV and IR characteristics typical of 2 flavone

(see Experimental). The 'H NMR spectral data (Table 1) showed signals in the aromatic region
for the para-substituted B-ring of a flavonoid, and two mata coupled protons for H-6 and H-8
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