
saak gaan ondersoek'^) en na 'n predikasie van Piscator het hulle die 
gem eente in die kerk aangespreek dog toe „riepen m eest alle de 
ledem aten, gelijc uy t een monde, dat de la Cave moste gerem oveert 
werden." Die sinode was gevolglik verplig om de la Cave te 
verplaas. (Na Rijsbergen). Culemborg sou die koste daaraan 
verbonde dra."s)

In 1654 is die kerk van Culemborg deur 'n sware ram p getref,"*) 
w ant op 21 Mei sowat om 4 uu r en na beëindiging van die godsdiens- 
oefening het die weerlig in die toring van die B arbara-kerk geslaan 
m et die gevolg dat die hele kerk  verbrand het en niks daaruit gered 
kon w ord nie. Danksy vele bydraes kon die kerk  w eer opgebou 
word en op 10 April 1659 is die gebou w at vandag deur die Nederl. 
Herv. kerk  in Culemborg gebruik word, plegtig ingewy.

J. A. STOOP.

THE SPIRIT OF THE REFORMATION.

A brief sketch of the history of the Church of England in 
South Africa.

B y
The Rev. R. J. Tyser, Rector of St. Paul's Church, Pretoria.

In order to understand the history of the Church of England 
in South Africa one m ust fit it into its original setting and see it as 
p art of the  Church th a t goes back to the time of the  Reformation. 
There we w ill find the tru e  spirit in which the C hurch of England 
was formed, and the atm osphere which surrounded the m artyrs 
is the anvil on which the  P rayer Book and th irty-n ine Articles was 
forged. In  the compilation of the P rayer Book and thirty-nine 
Articles w e have a link w ith  the Church in Holland and consequently 
w ith the  D utch Reformed Churches in South A frica which will 
help to bind us very closely together as we see the influence which 
the Continental Reform ers had upon the Church of England. In 
this connection we would pay particular tribu te  to the  Reformer 
Erasm us of Rotterdam . Erasmus was first invited to come to 
England by H enry VIII, during whose reign it was th a t the Church 
of England broke irrevocably from the Papacy. H enry himself
"2) Knuttel, Acta III, 177."") ib. 178."4) v. Kalkhoven, a.w. p. 277 vv.
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w rote to Erasmus, "Give me the pleasure of assisting and protecting 
you as far as my power extends. It has been, and is, my earnest 
wish to restore C hrist's religion to its prim itive purity , and to 
employ w hatever talen ts and means I have in extinguishing heresy 
and giving free course to the word of God."

It is not my purpose here to give a detailed account of Erasmus, 
uut to show the influence he had upon the Church of England. We 
know th a t he differed from L uther in that he w anted to reform 
the Church from w ithin, whereas L uther's methods w ere revolution
ary. Erasmus had gifts which won him  a European reputation, 
and his knowledge of Greek and the reform ed teachings assured 
iiim as a lectu rer in the Cambridge University, while the  m anner in 
which he poured scorn upon the "colossal absurdities" of the 
teachings of the Church of Rome m ade him one of the leading 
reform ers. It was at Cambridge tha t we see Erasm us as the Greek 
scholar and his influence upon Cranmer. It was due to the writings 
of Erasm us "as being the author who first opened the eyes of 
C ranm er" to the reform ed teachings and which gave him a know
ledge of the original Scriptures. It was to the study of Scripture 
th a t Cranm er "Set himself resolutely to the exam ination of the 
Word of God, so th a t an appeal m ight be made to the  Scriptures 
rightly  in terpreted  on all m atters of faith  and doctrine." O ther 
Continental reform ers w ith whom Cranm er co-operated in the 
compilation of the  P rayer Book w ere the G erm an scholars 
M elancthon and Bucer, as well as the two English Bishops, Ridley 
and L atim er who both suffered m artyrdom . It seems to have been 
the wish of these reform ers tha t the Church's Scrip tural faith  should 
be embodied in a series of articles. This was particu larly  necessary 
as the  divines of the  Church of Rome w ere draw ing up a series of 
Articles at the Council of Trent in which they embodied all that 
was most unscrip tural in their m ediaeval theology as taught in 
the Church of Rome. The Articles of the Church of England were 
finally reduced to thirty-nine and ratified by the Crown in 1562, 
and, subsequently by Act of Parliam ent, all Clergy of the Church 
of England w ere required to subscribe to them. The influence of 
Erasmus can fu rth e r be seen in his paraphrases of the New 
Testament, a copy of which was ordered by Act of Parliam ent to 
be placed in every Parish Church in the land. Cranm er, as we 
have seen, became the chief architect of the P rayer Book, being then 
Archbishop of C anterbury, and the Spirit of the Reform ation could 
not better be seen in any one more clearly than in C ranm er himself, 
who la ter was to suffer m artyrdom  for the reform ed teachings as 
enshrined in the Word of God and upon which the  P ray e r Book 
is based. A rticle 6 states as follows : "Holy Scripture containeth all 
things necessary to Salvation : so th a t whatsoever is not read therein,
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nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of man, th a t it 
should be believed as an A rticle of Faith, or be thought requisite 
or necessary to Salvation."

Having clearly understood the spirit of the Reform ation which 
saw the C hurch of England literally purged in the  fires of per
secution, we shall now see how this P rotestan t character of the 
Church was designed to be preserved in South Africa when the early 
Colonists settled in the Cape.

The first Church of England services in South Africa on record 
w ere held in Cape Town on A pril the 20th, 1749, by a Naval Chaplain 
of the F leet on his way to England from India, and for some tim e 
after the British occupation of the Cape, Naval and M ilitary 
Chaplains conducted the only services held there. For forty years 
m embers of the Church of England who settled in the Cape were 
w ithout a Bishop, and the Governor of the Cape was officially 
recognised as the ordinary, and no public service could be held "but 
by permission of His Excellency." The first Bishop was appointed 
*to the Cape in the year 1847 when the See of Cape Town was 
created by Royal le tters paten t in that year. Thus the Church of 
England as by Law established in England, its services, doctrines 
and teachings was established in the Cape. Mr. Justice W aterm eyer 
in the Suprem e Court of South Africa in giving Judgm ent in August, 
1931, in the  T rinity  Church case explains the establishm ent of the 
Church of England by Royal letters patent as follows : "The See 
of Cape Town was created by Royal letters P a ten t in 1847. These 
le tters pa ten t recited t h a t : 'W hereas the doctrine and discipline 
of the U nited Church of England and Ireland are professed and 
observed by m any of our loving subjects resident in our Colony 
or settlem ent of the Cape of Good Hope and in our island of St. 
Helena, and our aforesaid subjects are deprived of some of the office 
prescribed by the L iturgy and usage of the Church aforesaid, by 
reason th a t there is not a Bishop residing and exercising jurisdiction 
and canonical functions w ithin the same :

'And whereas, for rem edy of the aforesaid inconveniences and 
defects, it is our royal intention to erect the said Colony or settle
m ent and island into a Bishop's See or Diocese :

'Now, know ye, th a t in pursuance of such our royal determ in
ation, we do by these our L etters Patent, under the great seal of 
our United Kingdom of G reat Britain and Ireland, erect, ordain 
and constitute our said Colony or settlem ent of the  Cape of Good 
Hope, w ith  its dependencies, and our said island of St. Helena, to 
be a Bishop's See and Diocese, and do declare and ordain, th a t the
same shall be called the Bishopric of Cape T o w n '......... 'The Letters
Paten t fu rth e r created the Bishop of Cape Town a body corporate



w ith  perpetual succession, and gave him the title  of Lord Bishop 
of Cape Town, declared Cape Town to be a city, and contained the  
following clauses :—

'And we do fu rth e r ordain and declare that the said Bishop of 
Cape Town and his successors shall be subject and subordinate to 
the M etropolitical See of Canterbury, and to the  Archbishops 
thereof, in the same m anner as any Bishop of any See w ithin the 
province of C anterbury, in our Kingdom of England is under the  
same M etropolitical See, and the Archbishops th e re o f ;

'And we do fu rth e r will and ordain, th a t every Bishop of Cape 
'Town shall take an oath of due obedience to the Archbishop of 
C anterbury for the tim e being, as his M etropolitan, w hich oath shall 
be adm inistered by the said Archbishop, or by any person duly 
appointed or authorised for that purpose.

'And we do fu rth e r by these presents expressly declare, tha t 
the said Bishop of Cape Town, and also his successors, having been 
respectively by us, our heirs and successors named and appointed, 
and by the said Archbishop of C anterbury canonically ordained 
and consecrated according to the form of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, m ay perform  all the  functions peculiar and 
appropriate to the office of the Bishop w ithin the  said diocese of 
Cape Town."

This judgm ent indicates the legal establishm ent of the Church 
of England in South Africa and its purpose was to preserve in  
perpetual succession the P rotestant character of th a t Church.

A character now comes on to the scene in the person of Bishop 
G ray who is to play an im portant part in the life of the  Church of 
England in South A frica and through whose policy the fu tu re  course 
was to be changed, and as a result of this policy, the  storm s have 
raged for over one hundred years and which finally precipitated 
them selves in the Law  Courts, resulting in the C hurch being split 
into two sections or parties. The spirit of the Reform ation has tru ly  
been evident once m ore and the history has repeated itself in South. 
Africa as Bishop G ray and his followers have endeavoured to under
mine the P ro testan t Principles of the Church, and regard  the Reform
ation as a big m istake thus paving the way for reunion w ith the  
Church of Rome. However, some of the clergy backed by loyal lay
men could see clearly the way things were going and have pu t up one 
of the most m agnificent fights for the P rotestan t cause since the days 
of Cranm er and have endeavoured to m aintin the C hurch an open 
Bible and all th a t it m eans to those who drink deeply of the  fountains 
of Inspiration. Bishop Gray was a m an of outstanding personality, of 
resolute w ill and determ ined nature. Before coming to South Africa.
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he had come under the influence of a movement th a t was commenced 
in England over one hundred years ago known as the Tractarian 
Movement or Oxford Movement. The chief character in the 
T ractarian M ovement was a clergyman of the  Church of England 
nam ed John H enry Newman, who later joined the  Church of Rome 
and was subsequently m ade Cardinal Newman. There is a t least 
one thing to be said in favour of Newman and th a t was th a t he 
followed his convictions to the ir logical conclusion and joined the 
Roman Church, whereas his followers rem ained w ithin the Church 
of England and endeavoured to develop its services more in the 
direction of the Roman Church by gradually bringing in Roman 
practices and so paving the way for reunion w ith Rome. G radually 
they have fostered a dislike for the term  Protestan t, the object 
being to deny th a t the Church of England had a reform ed or 
P rotestan t character. This has placed clergym en of the Church of 
England, who hold sym pathies w ith the T ractarian Movement, on 
their ordination, into a position where they m ake statem ents 
contrary to the ir beliefs, e.g., they solemnly promise before God 
that they will teach and uphold the P rayer Book and 39 Articles, 
then straight from their Ordination Service they proceed to their 
Churches and take part in the  service of the Mass which is con
demned in the  39 Articles as being "Blasphemeous fables, and 
dangerous deceits." Such is the condition of affairs brought about 
w ithin the Church of England.

During the  early years of the Cape Colony w hen it first came 
under B ritish Rule, there was no Church building in which to 
conduct Church of England Services, but the K erk Raad of the Grote 
Kerk in Cape Town (the Principal Church of the Ned. Gereform eerde 
Kerk) kindly allowed them  to worship in th a t building. This 
arrangem ent lasted for about th irty  years w hen St. George's Church 
was bu ilt in  the  year 1834. During the forty years (C 1806-1847) 
m any B ritish settlers came to the Cape, and in tim e established 
m any Churches, but as yet there was no Bishop, and the Church 
was dependent on visiting Bishops who happened to be passing 
through the  Cape for Ordination and Confirmation. Among the 
clergym en who w ere sent to the Cape to settle there  was the Rev. 
George Hough who officiated at St. George's Church for eight years 
before the  arrival of the Bishop of Cape Town. Mr. Hough was a 
follower of John H enry Newman, and it was not long before he 
began to teach the principles of the T ractarian Movement. A section 
of the congregation could see clearly the way things w ere going and 
protested against the Roman tendency in the teachings of Mr. Hough, 
and as a consequence, in the year 1846, they erected T rinity  Church 
in H arrington S treet w here a perm anent Evangelical M inistry would 
be assured.
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In 1841 the Archbishop of C anterbury summoned a great 
m eeting of Churchm en in England, which resulted in the  establish
m ent of the Colonial Bishopric's Fund, and the needs of the  Cape 
w ere among the cases th a t led to this step. In aid of this fund, Lady 
B urdett Coutts contributed tw enty-thousand pounds (€20,000 : 0 : 0) 
tow ards the  endowm ent of a Bishopric in Cape Town. These gifts 
were subject to conditions which she expressed in her w ill which 
was as follows :—

"That the understanding upon which Baroness B urdett Coutts 
provided funds for the endowment of the Sees of Cape Town and 
Adelaide (in 1841) was th a t the Bishoprics thereby endowed should 
be branches of the  Church of England governed in all things by 
the laws of th a t Church, and subject to the control, and only to the 
control to which th a t Church is subject."

She m ade the  express condition in regard to the  P rotestant 
'nature that the  C hurch of England in Cape Town was to be, as 
follows : "I hereby expressly declare th a t such endowm ents and 
gifts w ere not m ade by me to any community as a Spiritual body, or 
as an indepedent voluntary association, but to the P ro testan t Church 
of England as now by Law established under the suprem acy of the 
Crown being Protestant."

In June, 1847, the Rev. Robert Gray was consecrated Bishop 
of Cape Town by the Archbishop of C anterbury and he came to the 
Cape in February , 1848, to St. George's Church w hich was duly 
made the Cathedral Church of the Diocese. About five years later 
Natal was m ade into a separate Diocese under Bishop Colenso, and 
in the same year Graham stown was likewise created a separate 
Diocese under Bishop Armstrong. These two Bishops w ere appointed 
by the Crown under L etters Patent. As we have already indicated, 
Bishop Gray, who now assumed the position of Archbishop, was 
an ardent supporter of the Oxford Movement and in consequence 
endeavoured to fu rth er its principles in South Africa. In  order to 
do this he had to overcome many obstacles, bu t how ever big the 
obstacle or strong the opposition he set his m ind to achieve his 
purpose at all costs. A lthough he had m anaged to overcome some 
of the biggest obstacles in the way of the achievem ent of his plans, 
he has om itted to reckon w ith the greatest obstacle of all — namely 
conscience. We know it was conscience that enabled the  Reformers 
to suffer and die for the P rotestant cause, likewise in South Africa 
the m embers of the Church of England have shown th a t same spirit 
of the Reformation, and, after fighting many battles against over
whelming odds are now organised into a strong body w ith  their 
own Constitution and Synods.

Bishop Gray, soon after his arrival in Cape Town, began 
preparing the ground for the fulfilm ent of his ideas, however, he
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found th a t churchm en in the Cape were more evangelically minded 
than he had hoped, and in consequence he set about bringing men 
of his own school of thought out to the Cape. Three Churches in 
Cape Town stood out against him and subsequently became involved 
in Law suits in the Suprem e Court of the Cape. In Graham stown 
sim ilar conditions w ere taking place and an im portan t judgm ent 
by Sir H enry De Villiers in 1880 explains how Bishop G ray in order 
to achieve his object of carrying out the principles of the Oxford 
Movement in 1870, i.e., approxim ately 64 years afte r the establish
m ent of the  Church of England in South Africa, was forced to break 
off his connection w ith the M other Church and form an independent 
Church which la ter became known as the Church of the Province 
of South Africa. Bishop Gray had come out to the  Cape "to plant 
the seeds of the Catholic Revival". His dom inating personality 
-carried all before it in a young Colony, and his actions in total 
disregard of Church O rder and constitutional and ecclesiastical law 
called forth  his severest condemnation from the then Archbishops 
of C anterbury  and York, and in fact from practically the whole 
bench of Bishops in England. We are unable to find the record 
of the nam e of a single Bishop in England of th a t tim e to support 
his action of 1870 in form ing his separate Church on a basis which 
severed it legally, constitutionally and doctrinally from the Church 
of England. On the contrary his action was regarded as one of 
definite and w ilful schism. In substantiation of this statem ent we 
quote from the  statem ents of Bishop Gray himself as given in his 
biography (life of Bishop Gray, two volumes by his son—Revington's 
L ondon): "I am afraid th a t my dear brethren  (Bishop W ilberforce 
Oxford, and Bishop Hamilton, Salisbury) regard me as obstinate, 
self-willed, determ ined a t all hazards to force the M other Church 
to a recognition of my proceedings, or else to incur risk of schism." 
(Volume 2, page 335). "I have felt keenly to-day how nearly  I stand 
alone, as far as the (English) Episcopate is concerned.

The Archbishop of C anterbury has never acknowledged my 
communication as to the  consecration of Bishop M acrorie . . . .  The 
Archbishop of York declined to receive my communication, and it 
was re tu rned  to me w ith  'Refused' w ritten on it." Volume 2, page 
495. "There would be the greatest unwillingness on the part of, I 
believe, every Bishop of the Province (England) to allow the appoint
m ent of a Bishop of this Province (The Cape) to be m ade by the 
two Archbishops and the Bishop of London . . . The two Archbishops 
opposed all we did w ith  bitterness and vehem ent hostility. We 
cannot and dare not tru st these (Bishops) to select a Bishop for this 
land (South Africa)". Volume 2, page 495. "We shall probably have 
in our provincial Synod to protest against the act of the  Archbishop 
of C anterbury for in terfering  uncanonically in the  affairs of this
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Province, w ith  which he has no connection ecclesiastically or 
legally." Page 480. "I hold that the Province of South Africa is 
ecclesiastically and canonically as independent of the decisions of 
the Convocations of York or C anterbury, as these are independent of 
each other." Page 407.

The Bishop of London w rote to Bishop Gray in 1868 as follows :— 
"You should surely allow tha t you ought not to proceed to a 

step which m ust be fraught w ith gravest consequences, for the 
Church, both at Home and in the Colonies, and for which there is 
no precedent since the days of the 'Non-Jurors'."

Archbishop Tait, in his le tter to Sir George Gray, described 
Bishop G ray as "rash". In his speech in the House of Lords he 
"depreciated the Bishop of Cape Town's (Gray) zeal as w anting in 
discretion." In Convocation he implied th a t "Gray, if his power was 
equal to his will, would drive from his Province all whose views 
were "Evangelical."

W ith regard to the Secession of the Church of the  Province 
from the Church of England, which Bishop Gray effected in 1870 
the Archbishop of Sydney in his address to the Provincial Synod 
in New South Wales (August, 1912), stated :—

"The C hurch of the Province of South Africa is the only body 
which has adopted a different policy (to the Churches in A ustralia 
and New Zealand), and by a momentous proviso separted themselves 
from the Church of England. We speak w ith  all respect of a Church 
th a t has a perfect righ t to settle its own affairs. But, as most of 
us look at it from the  outside, the Church of South Africa then took 
a hasty step, w hich has lim ited its comprehensiveness and usefulness 
to the whole community."

It w ill be clearly seen from the foregoing th a t the actions of 
Bishop Gray w ere prom pted by motives th a t led him  to flaunt the 
expressed opinions and advice of the highest ecclesiastical author
ities in the Commonwealth, and one can only conclude, th a t his 
purpose in taking this action, was to achieve a condition of affairs 
that would finally be in opposition to the opinions of Churchm en 
at th a t time.

Bishop Colenso in N atal refused to join his independent Church 
of the Province of South Africa and wished to rem ain true  to the 
M other Church. In Cape Town loyal m embers of the  Church of 
England also refused to join the Church of the Province, and in 
Graham stown Dean Williams was taken to Law before S ir Henry 
De Villiers whose judgm ent explains the difference betw een the 
two Churches in South Africa which is as follows :—

"That the C hurch of the Province of South Africa had separated 
itself 'root and branch ' from the Church of England.
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That the  Church of England does exist outside of England, and 
th a t legal identity  between the Church of England in South Africa 
and the C hurch of England in the M other country, has been recog
nised by the  Colonial Statutes, and by the P rivy  Council, and the 
rights of its m em bers cannot be contracted away by Clergy or 
Bishops belonging to the C hurch of the Province of South Africa."

The P rivy  Council held fu rth er :—
"That the  divergence betw een the Church of the  Province of 

South A frica and the Church of England was not m erely potential, 
but real and actual.

That the Church of the Province of South Africa, so far from 
having done all in its power to m aintain the connection w ith  the 
Church of England, had taken occasion to declare em phatically, that 
(on the  point of English and judicial interpretations of the  standards 
of Faith  and Doctrine) the connection was not m aintained. That 
the Church of the Province of South Africa, having chosen to take 
up its own independent position, w ith reference to the Tribunals 
of the Church of England, could not claim as of righ t the benefit of 
endowm ents settled to uses in connection w ith  the  Church of 
England. That the Church of the Province of South A frica and the 
Church of England had different standards on im portan t points."

There is one particular point that has resulted from these 
judgm ents and as an outcome of which there has resulted a dual 
relationship betw een the Church of England in South Africa and 
the Church of the Province of South Africa, which relationship 
lasted m any, m any years. F irst of all in Natal w hen Bishop Colenso 
refused to join the Church of the Province of South Africa, on 
account of the  fact th a t he had published some books on Higher 
Criticism on the Pentateuch, Bishop Gray made use of the  fact to 
get rid of him and summoned him to appear on a charge of false 
doctrine. Colenso denied G ray's authority over him  and refused 
to appear. Gray, however, dismissed him and placed a ban upon 
him. Colenso appealed to the  Privy Council w hich gave a judgm ent 
in his favour, showing th a t Gray had no jurisdiction over Colenso, 
Colenso was thus upheld in his position. Gray, however, would not 
abide by the decisions of the Privy Council, and he caused the Rev. 
W. K. M acrorie to be consecrated as Bishop of M aritzburg (not 
Natal). Thus in 1868 there  w ere two opposing Bishops in Natal. 
Bishop G ray who had founded his own Church in South Africa 
protested strongly against all interference by the  Archbishop of 
Canterbury. It would be interesting to ascertain how m any of the 
present Bishops of the Church of the Province of South A frica hold 
sim ilar views on higher criticism  to those held by Bishop Colenso. 
On the death of Bishop Colenso no Bishop was appointed to succeed 
him, and M acrorie rem ained in office until his resignation in 1891
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The refusal of M acrorie to resign w hen Colenso died was done 
however against the  advice of the Archbishop of C anterbury. The 
purpose of this advice was to allow the b itter memories of the  past 
to die out. On the resignation of Bishop M acrorie in 1891 an attem pt 
was made to compromise the position and an application was 
extended to the Archbishop of C anterbury for the consecration of a 
Bishop of N atal in succession to Bishop Colenso, and in 1893 the 
following statem ent by the Archbishop of C anterbury was made :— 
"To all Christian people to whom these presents shall come, We, 
the most Reverend Edward White, by Divine Providence, Lord 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Prim ate of all England, send greeting : 
W hereas by a resolution of the Church Council of the Church of 
England in Natal, bearing date of the ten th  day of January , 1893, 
and which resolution was confirmed a t a m eeting of the  said Council 
held on the tw en tie th  day of April, 1893, we have been requested and 
authorised to select, choose, appoint, and consecrate a Bishop to 
exercise his functions as Bishop of the Church of England in the 
Colony of Natal.

Now we, Edw ard White, Archbishop of C anterbury, do hereby 
certify that, acting under the authority so delegated to us as afore
said, we have selected and appointed the Rev. A rth u r Hamilton 
Baynes, Clerk, M.A., to be Bishop of the  Church of England in the 
Colony of Natal.

As witness our hand, this 26th day of May, in the  year of Our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three."

"E. W. CANTAUR".
Bishop Baynes was duly appointed to N atal to act in the dual 

capacity, but it was not for long before he showed him self to be in 
sym pathy w ith  the Church of the Province of South A frica and 
evidently m ade up his mind to extinguish the Church of England 
in Natal. All the misgivings of Church of England people in Natal 
were justified as they saw most of their properties being handed 
over to the Church of the Province. However, a m inority  has still 
rem ained tru e  to the Church of England and is pu tting  up a m agnifi
cent fight for the P rotestan t cause in Natal.

This "dual" position has also existed in the Cape, and Bishop 
Gray and his successors up to the tim e of Bishop C arter in 1930 
have been appointed trustees of Church of England properties in 
Cape Town by the Law Courts. However, on the appointm ent of 
Bishop Phelps as Archbishop of Cape Town the Courts ruled that 
as he was not consecrated in England by the Archbishop of C anter
bury he was in consequence not a Bishop of the Church of England 
and therefore not entitled to be a trustee of the C hurch of England 
property.
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The appointm ent of Archbishop Phelps brought to an end 
an arrangem ent th a t had been in existence for about sixty years 
by which the  Archbishop of Cape Town was Archbishop of the 
Church of the Province at one and the same tim e as Bishop of the 
Church of England. W hatever may be said for or against such an 
arrangem ent, it was in consequence of the Courts recognising the 
legality of the Bishop of Cape Town as the true  and righ tfu l successor 
to Bishop G ray that the  C hurch of England in South Africa was 
bound to accept this position which will be readily seen, th a t in such 
circum stances the Church of England would m ake little  progress, 
as the Bishop of the Diocese, not being in sym pathy, would not 
perm it for expansion. W hen this conditionk^of affairs concluded 
w ith the appointm ent of Archbishop Phelps, the C hurch of England 
was w ithout any Bishop at all, and further, the  congregations 
adhering to the Church of England in South Africa w ere scattered in 
the various Provinces. In the m eantim e Archbishop Phelps of Cape 
Town claimed to be the  legal trustee of all Church of England 
properties, and also claimed the right of patronage of T rin ity  Church 
which was then w ithout a clergyman. (The righ t of patronage would 
have given the  Archbishop the  right to appoint any Clergym an of his 
own choice as Rector of T rin ity  Church). The fact th a t the Church 
of England in South Africa was not as yet organised as a separate 
entity  w ith  its own constitution, it led finally to the Court's decision 
under a Cypres doctrine to perm it one property  to be used by the 
Church of the  Province of South Africa un til a Church of England 
Bishop be appointed to fill the  vacancy at Cape Town. W ith regard 
to T rin ity  Church, however, the Archbishop of Cape Town "as head 
of the C hurch of the Province of South Africa was declared not a 
fit and proper person in Law  to be trustee of Church of England 
property." (Mr. Justice W aterm eyer in T rinity Church case).

The outcome of events has placed the C hurch of England in 
South A frica in an extraord inary position. It is w ithout a Bishop 
as the Archbishop of Cape Town cannot comply w ith  the require
m ents of the  Court, however, on the advice of the highest ecclesiast
ical authorities, the Church of England in South Africa has draw n 
up its own constitution w ith  the necessary power to appoint Bishops, 
hold regu lar Synods, possess property, appoint Clery and generally 
adm inister the  affairs of the  Church. This Constitution has been 
accepted by the  Governm ent, the Registrar of Deeds of the Union 
of South A frica and the Courts of the land. The Church of England 
is now a legally constituted Church, separate in every way from the 
Church of the  Province of South Africa, bu t is w orking under 
trem endous difficulty. I t  w ill be readily seen w hat the  repercussions 
would be if a Bishop w ere appointed and the  Courts w ere to rule 
that the  Cypres doctrine in regard to Cape Town w ere to come to an
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end. The position would affect some 36 properties in Cape Town 
alone including St. George's Cathedral and Bishop's Court, the 
official residence of the  Archbishop of Cape Town, which are valued 
a t €150,000.

It m ight well be asked that in view of the decisions of the Law 
Courts pronouncing the Archbishop of Cape Town to be "not a fit 
and proper person" to fill the vacancy of Cape Town, and in 
consequence of the Church of the Province of South Africa having 
separated itself root and branch from the  M other Church, why the 
Archbishop of C anterbury does not concede to the just dem ands of 
the Church of England in South Africa, and consecrate a Bishop in 
succession to Bishop C arter who was the last Bishop to legally fill 
the See of Cape Town. The answer to some extent can be found in 
an ex tract from an article w ritten by the Rev. P. J. T. Meiring, 
form er editor of "De Kerkbode". —

"The congregation of Trinity Church objected to the  appoint 
m ent of Archbishop Phelps as Trustee of the ir property, seeing that 
in thp tru s t deeds it is specified that the property  m ust be used for 
'ecclesiastical purposes in connection w ith the Church of England 
in the Colony.' In his decision Justice W aterm eyer declared th a t in 
harm ony w ith the decision of the Privy Council in the Colenso case, 
the present Archbishop was not the legal successor to the  title  of 
Bishop of Cape Town, which was created by Letters P a ten t in 1847, 
and also th a t the Church of the Province is a different religious 
organization from the Church of England, and Archbishop Phelps 
could not be appointed Trustee owing to the fact th a t the Trinity 
Church congregation could not reckon upon sym pathetic treatm ent 
from someone who did not share their standpoint and views.

This, briefly, is the result of the decision. This is the  position 
in the eyes of the law  on the ground of existing documents and 
decisions. As can be easily understood, objection can be raised on 
the grounds of this decision against possession and use of properties 
donated to the Church of England, and which are or have been 
transferred  in its name. May not ecclesiastical difficulties be raised 
too ? It m ust be clearly understood, however, th a t since the 
appointm ent of the  Archbishop of C anterbury after the  death of 
Colenso, the a ttitude  of high ecclesiastical officials in England has 
been sym pathetic tow ards the Church of the Province, whom they 
choose to regard as the representative of the C hurch of England 
here. Theyobject to recognising the sm aller group w hich calls itself 
the Church of England. They previously refused to appoint a Bishop 
for them  in Natal, and apparently now will refuse here. W hat there 
is for the  few congregations to do under these circum stances, it is 
difficult to say. One's heart goes out in sincere sym pathy w ith  them. 
For a hundred years now they have been putting up a brave fight.
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and do not w ant to abandon the priceless heritage entrusted to them 
down the ages by m artyrs such as Cranm er and Latim er. They 
glory in the  noble nam e of Protestants, and it is a source of grief 
to them  th a t attem pts are being made to force them  to identify 
them selves w ith  a Church, m any of whose m em bers look upon the 
Reform ation as a wrong step — yes, as a curse — and are out to 
rem edy th a t m istake by bringing about a union w ith  Roma.

It would, however, be w rong to leave our readers under the 
impression th a t all m em bers of the Church of the Province, or even 
the m ajority  of them  are inclined in the direction of the High Church 
P arty  or Oxford Movement. There are thousands who are evang
elically minded, and denounce and repudiate the undesirable 
practices in the services. These practices are also m et w ith  in 
the C hurch of England in England, but it does not prevent the 
existence of a strong Low Church party  in the Church of England. 
Both here and in England there  are thousands of loving and fruitful 
children of God in the Church, who are proud of the  nam e Protestant, 
and rejoice in the Reform ation as a deliverance w rought by God 
Himself. We m ust often th ink  of this Church in our prayers. If 
the Spirit of the Lord comes in as a strong tide, all the pools will 
be covered and disappear."

I conclude this article w ith  a rem inder of the Spirit of the 
Reform ation th a t has been so evident in the Church of England in 
South Africa. Adv. Schreiner put the case very aptly in giving 
argum ent before Chief Justice Sir Henry De V illiers in the  T rinity 
case. " It really, My Lord, rem inds one of N aboth's vineyard. The 
Bishop is in possession of the tem poralities of a rich and great 
Diocese, w hich is wholly subjected to him : And here is this one 
small com m unity, which, from its establishment, has determ ined not 
to move one jo t or tittle  from its adhesion to the Church of England 
as by Law  established, and which, to get its rights, has to fight for 
them  a t the  point of the bayonet. The sym pathy of everyone must 
be w ith  th is small com m unity which is trying to m aintain  its own. 
My clients stick to one platform  of right, and your Lordships by 
appointing them  will show that you are cognisant of the  extrar 
vagance of the  claims advanced by Bishop Jones, and of the  thorough 
soundness of those advanced by the Church W ardens."

The Church of England in South Africa is still w ithout a Bishop 
but its cause is going ahead under God's good Hand, which cause 
calls for the w hole-hearted support and backing of every true 
P rotestan t in South Africa. Let us rem em ber the  words of Bishop 
Latim er to Bishop Ridley on the day of his m artyrdom  as he put 
his hand into the flames w ith  the words : "Be of good comfort, 
M aster Ridley and play the m an : we shall this day light such a 
candle, by God's Grace, in England, as I tru st shall never be pu t out."
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