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INTRODUCTION
e COVID-19 Pandemic had several impacts on the world regarding health, lifestyle, and the economy. is major virus outbreak, 

1Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), presented a major hazard to the mental health of the global populace .  According to 
WHO, mental health is the state of mental well-being that enables people to cope with the stresses of life, realize their abilities, learn 

 well and work well, and contribute to their community . e COVID-19 pandemic may have had a signi�cant impact on the 2

mental health and wellbeing of people due to its disruption of the general ability to work productively and make a signi�cant 
contribution to the community at large.
 e COVID-19 pandemic has caused increased levels of anxiety, because of the uncertainty that came with a novel, unknown 
disease, and the anxiety that came with the fear of infection. e pandemic may also have worsened the mental health of those with 

3pre-existing mental illnesses. is may be due to limitations in their access to mental health services , and the experience of 
4pandemic-related isolation, fear, and worry among others (4) . e global prevalence of anxiety and depression, increased by 25% .  

e impact of COVID-19 has been immense in SubSaharan Africa, due to fear, anxiety and, direct impact of disease on self or loved 
ones . is article will 5 6In Nigeria, up to 49% of the population reported anxiety during the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic . 
examine the mental health impacts of the pandemic on several categories of people.   

EPIDEMIOLOGY OF COVID-19 

PANDEMIC-RELATED MENTAL HEALTH 

CHALLENGES
Age
Older adults were more likely to have mental health 
problems. In China, 23% of adults older than 55 years had 
preexisting depression that worsened during the Pandemic; 
is resulted from factors like physical distancing or fear of 

7death .
 However, a survey in Belgium showed that people 

8between the ages of 16 and 24 were most affected . A study 
showed an increase in anxiety in youths during the 

9Pandemic .
Studies showed that older children and adolescents exhibit 
more depressive symptoms, higher stress levels, worry, fear, 
and concern, because of COVID-19 than younger 

10,11children .
 
 Gender
A nationwide survey in China during the Pandemic showed 
that women were more affected physiologically than men. 
is difference may be attributed to how women are usually 
more affected by traumatic events because many women 
take on domestic and professional roles. Multiple studies 
showed that women were more affected by maladaptive 

health behavior and psychosomatic ill health in most 
12,13,14studies .

 Studies reported that girls had higher levels of worry, 
concern, and fear related to COVID-19 than boys in young 

15,16children .

EFFECT OF COVID-19 ON THE MENTAL 

HEALTH OF SPECIFIC POPULATION 

GROUPS
Effects On People With Preexisting Mental Health 
Conditions
e physiological health of COVID-19 positive individuals 
with preexisting mental health conditions has also differed 
from individuals with no such history. A study using 76 
psychiatric patients and 109 healthy control subjects 
showed that worries about health, anger issues, impulsivity, 
and suicidal ideation were higher in psychiatric patients 
than in controls with no history of preexisting mental health 

17conditions . People with mental illness possess risk factors 
that make them more vulnerable to adverse health out-
comes during pandemics. ese risk factors include 
socioeconomic factors, health system, and clinical risk 

18factors .
 
 Effect Of Covid-19 On e Mental Health Of Covid-19 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND
MENTAL HEALTH IMPACTS 7

COVIDEMIC Journal / 36



Patients
A China study showed that 96.2% of COVID-19 patients 
experienced posttraumatic stress symptoms that may linger 

19for as long as two years . A study showed that COVID-19 
patients experienced higher levels of depression than 
controls that had not gotten COVID-19. High levels of 
posttraumatic stress were seen in those who have recovered 
from CoVID-19, particularly the symptomatic. A cross-
sectional study also noted a mild level of depression and 
anxiety (20). COVID-19 survivors may also require 
interdisciplinary care due to the long-term consequences of 
COVID-19. 
 
 Effect On e Mental Health Of Health Care Personnel
e COVID-19 Pandemic was a tasking force on healthcare 
workers worldwide. Several members of the healthcare 
system experienced physiological symptoms such as 
increased anxiety, insomnia, depression, posttraumatic 
stress, and distress. Studies showed that 50.4% to 74% of all 
health workers reported showing some of these 

21,5symptoms . is decline in mental health was due to the 
pressure from the Pandemic in exhaustion, fear of being 
infected or infecting loved ones, separation from families, 

22and the pain of loss of colleagues and patients .  Healthcare 
workers face several ethical and moral dilemmas that create 
physiological stress. e poor mental health was also fueled 
by the unavailability of personal protective equipment and 
standard treatment protocol. ey have to choose between 
their health against the call of duty to care for their patients. 
e COVID-19 Pandemic has had an especially signi�cant 
effect on nurses. is effect is because they spend the most 
time with patients making them more vulnerable to suicidal 

23feelings . ere was a rise in suicides of healthcare workers 
24during the Pandemic . 

 
RISE OF TELEMENTAL HEALTH AND 

DIGITAL MENTAL HEALTH TOOLS 

DURING THE PANDEMIC.
e Pandemic led to a massive increase in the use of 

 25telemedicine .  Digital mental health is a term that covers 
services offered through digital devices to improve mental 
health conditions; they have transformed the ease with 
which individuals can access mental healthcare. e 
Pandemic greatly limited physical contact. erefore, 
telemedicine proved to be a good way for physicians to 
interact with their patients. However, some patients have 
reported a negative impression of telemental health due to 
external factors such as poor network, lack of private space 

26at home, or lack of communication devices . Telemental 
health has helped deliver quality care when healthcare 

27providers or patients are in remote areas .

  
CONCLUSION
e COVID-19 Pandemic had a huge impact on global 
mental health. According to a scienti�c release by the World 
Health Organization, the global prevalence of anxiety and 
depression rose by 25%. is global decline in mental 
health is due to several factors such as social isolation, 

28loneliness, and uncertainty .  e Pandemic has also shown 
what portions of the population are most vulnerable to 
declining mental health. 
 e Pandemic has changed the way the world views 
mental health. It has also promoted the accessibility of 
mental healthcare to remote areas through telemental 
health.

REFERENCES
1. Xiong, J., Lipsitz, O., Nasri, F., Lui, L., Gill, H., 

Phan, L., Chen-Li, D., Iacobucci, M., Ho, R., 
Majeed, A., & McIntyre, R. S. (2020). Impact of 
COVID-19 pandemic on mental health in the 
general population: A systematic review. Journal 
of affective disorders, 277, 55–64. 

2. World Health Organization (17 June, 2022) 
Mental health; Strengthening our 
response.https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-
sheets/detail/mental-health-strengthening-our-
response. 

3. Oginni OA, Amiola A, Adelola A, Uchendu U. A 
commentary on the Nigerian response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Psychol Trauma. 2020 
Jul;12(5):553-556. doi: 10.1037/tra0000743. 
Epub 2020 Jun 11. PMID: 32525389

4. Folayan Morenike Oluwatoyin, Ibigbami 
Olanrewaju, Brown Brandon, et al. (2022) 
Factors Associated With Experiences of Fear, 
Anxiety, Depression, and Changes in Sleep 
Pattern During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Among Adults in Nigeria: A Cross-Sectional 
Study  Frontiers in Public Health 10    
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2
022.779498

5. Semo B, Frissa SM. (2020) e Mental Health 
Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic: Implica-
tions for Sub-Saharan Africa. Psychol Res Behav 
Manag.

6. Abayomi O. Olaseni, Olusola S. Akinsola, 
Samson F. Agberotimi, Rotimi Oguntayo. Social 
Sciences & Humanities Open. 2020; 2(1): 
100052. Published online 2020 

7. Yang Y, Li W, Zhang Q, Zhang L, Cheung T, 
Xiang YT. Mental health services for older adults 
in China during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

IFEMED JOURNAL | VOL 26: No 1 | JULY 2022

COVIDEMIC Journal / 37

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.779498
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.779498


Lancet Psychiatry. 2020;7(4):e19. 
doi:10.1016/S2215-0366(20)30079-1

8. United Nations Regional Information Center for 
Europe. Concerns are raised over the threat 
COVID-19 to mental health in Europe. Avail-
able from https://unric.org/en/concerns-are-raised-

over-the-threat-of-covid-19-to-mental-health-in-
europe/. Accessed May 7, 2020.

9. Benjamin, S., Lachal, J., Radjack, R., Carretier, 
E., Minassian, S., Benoit, L., & Rose, M. (2020). 
Adolescent psychiatric disorders during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 

10. Tang, B., Liu, X., Liu, Y., Xue, C., & Zhang, L. 
(2014). A meta-analysis of risk factors for 
depression in adults and children after natural 
disasters. BMC Public Health, 14, 623.

11. Ademhan Tural, D., Emiralioglu, N., Tural 
Hesapcioglu, S., Karahan, S., Ozsezen, B., 
Sunman, B., … & Kiper, N. (2020). Psychiatric 
and general health effects of COVID-19 
pandemic on children with chronic lung disease 
and parents' coping styles. Pediatric Pulmonology, 

55, 3579–3586. 
12. Lin LY, Wang J, Ou-Yang X-Y, Miao Q, Chen R, 

Liang F-X, et al. e immediate impact of the 
2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 
on subjective sleep status. Sleep Med. (2020) 
77:348–54.

13. Jahrami H, BaHammam AS, AlGahtani H, 
Ebrahim A, Faris M, AlEid K, et al. e 
examination of sleep quality for frontline 
healthcare workers during the outbreak of 
COVID-19. Sleep Breath. (2020) 

14. Serin E, Koç M.(2020) Examination of the 
eating behaviors and depression states of the 
university students who stay at home during the 
coronavirus pandemic in terms of different 
variables. Progr Nutr

15. Buzzi, C., Tucci, M., Ciprandi, R., Brambilla, I., 
Caimmi, S., Ciprandi, G., & Marseglia, G.L. 
(2020). e psycho-social effects of COVID-19 
on Italian adolescents' attitudes and behaviors. 
Italian Journal of Pediatrics, 46, 69.

16. Magson, N.R., Freeman, J.Y.A., Rapee, R.M., 
Richardson, C.E., Oar, E.L., & Fardouly, J. 
(2021). Risk and protective factors for prospec-
tive changes in adolescent mental health during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Journal of Youth and 
Adolescence, 50, 44–57.

17. Hao, F., Tan, W., Jiang, L., Zhang, L., Zhao, X., 
Zou, Y., Hu, Y., Luo, X., Jiang, X., McIntyre, R. 
S., Tran, B., Sun, J., Zhang, Z., Ho, R., Ho, C., 

& Tam, W. (2020). Do psychiatric patients 
experience more psychiatric symptoms during 
COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown? A case-
control study with service and research implica-
tions for immunopsychiatry. Brain, behavior, and 
immunity, 87, 100–106. 

18. Rodgers Mark, Dalton Jane, Harden Melissa, 
Street Andrew, Parker Gillian, Eastwood Alison. 
(2016) Health Services and Delivery Research. 
4(13) NIHR;  Integrated Care to Address the 
Physical Health Needs of People with Severe 
Mental Illness : a Rapid Review

19.  Bo HX, Li W, Yang Y, et al. (2020) 
Posttraumatic stress symptoms and attitude 
toward crisis mental health services among 
clinically stable patients with COVID-19 in 
China [published online ahead of print, 2020 
Mar 27]. Psychol Med. 

20. Jafri MR, Zaheer A, Fatima S, Saleem T, Sohail 
A. (2022) Mental health status of COVID-19 
survivors: a cross sectional study. Virol J. 2022 
Jan 6;19(1):3. 

21. Lai J, Ma S, Wang Y, et al.(2019) Factors 
Associated With Mental Health Outcomes Among 
Health Care Workers Exposed to Coronavirus 
Disease. 

22. lockdown. Psychiatry Research, 291(June), 
113264. 

23. Yasser Ghaleb, Faris Lami, Mohannad Al Nsour, 
Hiba Abdulrahman Rashak, Sahar Samy, Yousef 
S Khader, Abdulwahed Al Serouri, Hala 
BahaaEldin, Salma A��, Maisa Elfadul, Aamer 
Ikram, Hashaam Akhtar, Ahmed Mohamud 
Hussein, Abdelaziz Barkia, Huda Hakim, Hana 
Ahmad Taha, Yasser Hijjo, Ehab Kamal, 
Abdirizak Yusuf Ahmed, Fazalur Rahman, 
Khwaja Mir Islam, Moshtaq Hassan Hussein, 
Shahd Raid Ramzi, (2021) Mental health impacts 
of COVID-19 on healthcare workers in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region: a multi-country study, 
Journal of Public Health, Volume 43, Issue 
Supplement_3, 

24. Smith A. (2020) Nurse suicides rise in Europe 
amid stress of COVID-19 pandemic. Available at 
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/03/31/trez-
m31.html Google  (last accessed July 9, 2020). 
Scholar

25. Jahan I, Ullah I, Griffiths MD, Mamun MA. 
(2021) COVID-19 suicide and its causative factors 
among the healthcare professionals: case study 
evidence from press reports. Perspect Psychiatr Care. 

26. Abraham, A., Jithesh, A., Doraiswamy, S., Al-
Khawaga, N., Mamtani, R., & Cheema, S. 

IFEMED JOURNAL | VOL 26: No 1 | JULY 2022

COVIDEMIC Journal / 38

https://unric.org/en/concerns-are-raised-over-the-threat-of-covid-19-to-mental-health-in-europe/
https://unric.org/en/concerns-are-raised-over-the-threat-of-covid-19-to-mental-health-in-europe/
https://unric.org/en/concerns-are-raised-over-the-threat-of-covid-19-to-mental-health-in-europe/
http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/03/31/trez-m31.html
http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/03/31/trez-m31.html
http://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&q=+Smith+A.+Nurse+suicides+rise+in+Europe+amid+stress+of+COVID-19+pandemic.+2020.+Available+at+https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/03/31/trez-m31.html+(last+accessed+July+9,+2020).
http://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&q=+Smith+A.+Nurse+suicides+rise+in+Europe+amid+stress+of+COVID-19+pandemic.+2020.+Available+at+https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/03/31/trez-m31.html+(last+accessed+July+9,+2020).


(2021). Telemental Health Use in the COVID-
19 Pandemic: A Scoping Review and Evidence 
Gap Mapping. Frontiers in psychiatry, 12, 

27. Ibragimov, K., Palma, M., Keane, G. et al. 
Shifting to Tele-Mental Health in humanitarian 
and crisis settings: an evaluation of Médecins 
Sans Frontières experience during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Con� Health 16, 6 (2022). 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13031-022-00437-1

28. Int Psychogeriatr. 2020 May 26 : 1–4. 
29. Dorsey ER, Okun MS, Bloem BR. (2020)Care, 

convenience, comfort, con�dentiality, and 
contagion: the 5 C's that will shape the future of 
telemedicine. J Parkinsons Dis. 

30. Tzung-Jeng Hwang, Kiran Rabheru, Carmelle 
Peisah, William Reichman, Manabu Ikeda 
(2020)

IFEMED JOURNAL | VOL 26: No 1 | JULY 2022

COVIDEMIC Journal / 39

https://doi.org/10.1186/s13031-022-00437-1

	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45

