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ABSTRACT 
 

Free radicals are known to cause damage to the body cells leading to many diseases. These cells can be 
protected from such deleterious effects by antioxidants; therefore, plant derived antioxidants are of global 
interest. Combretum racemosum have been used traditionally in the treatment of ulcers, cancers and infections. 
Current studies investigated the antioxidant activities of this plant extract and its fractions. The antioxidant 
activity of the crude extract was determined by Ferric Reducing Power Assay, DPPH free radical scavenging 
assay, Total Phenolic and Total Flavonoid Content methods. Bioguided column chromatographic separation 
was carried using DPPH free radical scavenging assay to assess activity of fractions. A bioactive compound 
was isolated and characterized by application of Spectroscopic techniques (ESI-MS, HRMS, 1D and 2D 
NMR). Bioactivity of the crude extract showed that Combretum racemosum has good antioxidant activity 
which is comparable to the reference antioxidant (catechin).  Bioactivity guided fractionation using DPPH 
method led to the isolation of 2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-3,4-dihydro-2H-chromene-3,5,7-triol as an active 
principle from the extract. This study suggests that there is a scientific basis for the application of C. racemosum 
extract in the management of diseases that are associated with cell damage caused by free radicals.  
© 2014 International Formulae Group. All rights reserved. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Species of Combretum genus has been 
of interest in the last two decades because of 
the isolation of some compounds with highly 
significant activities in anticancer and anti-
infectives models isolated from this genus 
(Okwuosa et al., 2012; Pettit et al., 1997). 
This has made the combretum genus a very 
important one in search of bioactive 

compounds for the treatment and management 
of disease conditions that are related to 
Reactive Oxygen Species (ROS). Oxygen, 
though not deleterious in itself, is involved in 
the generation of various kinds of ROS. ROS 
formed during metabolism or through the 
action of ionizing radiation can interact with 
bio-molecules and ultimately lead to an onset 
of degenerative diseases such as cancers, 
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inflammation, premature aging, ulcers, 
cardiovascular diseases and other illnesses 
(Aliyu et al., 2009; Afanaslev et al., 1989).   

Some species of the Combretum genus 
in Africa have been used over the years for 
diseases in these categories (ulcers and 
cancers) but very little is known of the 
relationship between their activity and the 
secondary metabolites they contain. 
Combretum racemosum is one of such 
species. It is used locally for the treatment of 
ulcers, infections, among other diseases. 
There are also recent reports of the anticancer 
potential of this species (Okwuosa et al., 
2012).  

Current study investigated the 
antioxidant potential of Combretum 
racemosum extract and its fractions which led 
to the isolation of a compound from the most 
active fraction. 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
General methods 

Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) 
data were obtained on a Bruker 500 MHZ 
model using Deuterated methanol as solvent 
and TMS as internal standard. Electrospray 
Ionization Mass Spec (ESI-MS) and High 
Resolution Mass Spec (HRMS) data were 
obtained from Agilent Mass 
Spectrophotometer. (All Spectral data were 
obtained from the Facilities of Indian Institute 
of Integrative Medicine, Jammu, India). 

 
Plant material 

Fresh leaves of Combretum racemosum 
was collected from the Botanical Garden of 
the University of Ibadan. The Curator of the 
Botanical Garden identified the sample and 
Voucher specimen was deposited at the 
Herbarium of Forestry Research Institute of 
Nigeria (FRIN), Ibadan. The leaves were air 
dried, milled into fine powders and stored in 

closed glass bottles in the dark cupboard until 
use. 
 
Extraction of Combretum racemosum plant 
material  

The dried milled leaf (440 g) of C. 
racemosum was extracted with 4.4 litres of 
acetone by cold maceration for 72 hours with 
intermittent shaking. The extract was filtered 
and concentrated with a Rotary evaporator to 
minimum volume at 40 0C. The extract was 
transferred to a pre-weighed glass container 
and dried completely with a vacuum oven at 
40 °C.  

 
Antioxidant assays 
Ferric Reducing Power (FRAP) assay 

This was determined according to the 
method described by Oyaizu (1986). The 
extract or standard (10-1000 µg) in 1 ml of 
distilled water was mixed with phosphate 
buffer (PH 6.6) and potassium ferricyanide. 
The mixture was incubated at 50 0C for 20 
min. Trichloroacetic acid (10%, 2.5 ml) was 
added to the mixture. A portion of the 
resulting mixture was mixed with FeCl3 
(0.1%, 0.5 ml) and the absorbance was 
measured at 700 nm in a spectrophotometer. 
Higher absorbance of the reaction mixture 
indicated reductive potential of the extract. 
 
DPPH radical scavenging activity 

Free radical scavenging activity was 
evaluated using catechin as standard 
antioxidant. The radical scavenging activity 
was measured using the stable radical DPPH 
according to the method described by Hatano 
(1985). Various concentrations of the extracts 
were added to 4 ml of methanol solution of 
DPPH (1 mM, 1ml). The mixture was shaken 
and left for 30 min at room temperature in the 
dark and the absorbance was measured with a 
spectrophotometer at 517 nm. All 
determinations were performed in triplicate. 
The antioxidant activity was calculated as the 
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percent inhibition caused by the hydrogen 
donor activity of each sample according to the 
following: 

 
A control= Absorbance of control                  
A test= Absorbance of test sample 
Total phenolic content (TPC) 

Total Phenolics was determined using 
the Folin-ciocalteu assay (Singleton and 
Rossi, 1965). In total, 10 µg to 1000 µg of the 
extract (1 mg/ml) was added to 1 ml of Folin 
ciocalteu reagent. It was allowed to stand for 3 
min after mixing. Saturated Na2CO3 solution 
(1.1 ml) was added and the solution was made 
up to 10 ml with distilled water. The final 
mixture was mixed and then incubated for 90 
mins in the dark at room temperature. A 
reagent blank was prepared using distilled 
water. The absorbance was measured 
spectrophotometrically at 725 nm. Total 
phenolic values are expressed in terms of 
catechin equivalents (CE) in milligrams per 
gram plant extract. All determinations were 
made in triplicate. 
Total flavonoid content (TFC) 

The total Flavonoid content in extracts 
was determined according to Jia et al. (1999). 
To various concentrations of sample and 
distilled water, NaNO2 (75 µl, 5%) was added 
and left to stand for 5 mins.  Hydrated 
alluminium chloride (10%, 150 µl) was added 
and left to stand for another 6 min. NaOH 
(500 µl, 1M) and 275 µl of distilled water 
were added and mixed. The colour intensity 
was read spectrophotometrically at 500 nm. 
All determinations were performed in 
triplicate. Total Flavonoid values are 
expressed in terms of catechin equivalents 
(CE) per gram of plant extract. A standard 
curve of catechin was plotted. 

 
Column chromatographic separations and 
screening of fractions 
       Acetone extract (3 g) was eluted on 59 g 
of silica gel 60-120 using a gradient elution 

procedure with 100% hexane and an 
increasing concentration of ethyl acetate 10%, 
20%, 30%, 40%, 50%, 60, 70, 80, 90%, 
100%. A total of 76 fractions were collected. 
The pattern of the separation was monitored 
by Thin Layer Chromatography (TLC) 
fingerprint and similar patterns were pooled 
together to obtain 7 fractions (F1 – F7).  

Bioactivity of the fractions was carried 
out by DPPH model. The most active fraction 
which contained essentially a compound was 
washed in a mixture of methanol and 
chloroform to obtain a yellowish amorphous 
compound. Spectral data (IR, ESI-MS, 
HRMS, 1D and 2D NMR) were obtained for 
the compound and the structure of the 
compound (1) elucidated. 
 
Statistical analysis 

The experiments were done in 
triplicate. The results are given as mean 
+standard deviation (SD). Student’s t-test was 
used for comparison between two means and 
One- way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) 
was used for comparison of more than two 
means. A difference was considered 
statistically significant at p < 0.05 (GraphPad 
prism 5 was used). 
 
RESULTS 
Reducing power assay (FRAP) 

The reducing capacity of an extract is 
an indicator of its antioxidant potential. A 
higher absorbance value is an indicator of 
increased reducing power. The higher 
absorbance value observed at high 
concentrations indicates a strong reducing 
power potential of the extract. A dose 
dependent increase in absorption shown in 
Table 1 further highlights the antioxidant 
potential of this extract. The extract showed a 
higher reducing power than was observed in 
the reference compound. For example, at the 
concentration of 1000 µg/ml, the extract had 
an absorbance value of 2.111+0.120 while the 
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reference compound had a value of 
0.610+0.019. 
 
DPPH scavenging activity 

As shown in Table 2, the acetone 
extract of C. racemosum showed a 
comparable activity to the reference standard, 
which is an indicator of the potential of this 
extract as a natural source of antioxidant.  

 
Determination of total flavonoid content 
(TFC) 

The total Flavonoid content of C. 
racemosum as determined from the catechin 
calibration curve (Y=0.0002x + 0.0096, r2 = 
0.9908) was 7815.33 mg Catechin/ml. A 
correlation plot of TFC and antioxidant 
activities (FRAP) is shown in Figure 1 with a 
correlation coefficient of 0.9947, While a 
Correlation plot of TFC and the DPPH model 
of antioxidant activity is shown in Figure 2 
with a correlation coefficient of 0.9140.  

Total phenol content 
The Total Phenol Content of 

Combretum racemosum as determined from 
the catechin calibration curve Y = 0.0007x + 
0.439, r2 = 0.974 was 2997mg Catechin/ml. A 
correlation plot of TPC and antioxidant 
activities (FRAP) had a correlation coefficient 
of 0.9222, while a Correlation plot of TPC 
and the DPPH model of antioxidant activity 
had a correlation coefficient of 0.8103. 
 
Antioxidant activities of fractions 

Figure 3 showed that Fraction 7 had the 
highest activity. The activity of fraction 7 is 
significantly higher than the other inactive 
fractions.  Four fractions are inactive (F1 – 
F4) while Fraction 6 showed significant 
activity when compared to the other inactive 
fractions (p < 0.05). 

 

O

OH

OH

OH

OH

HO
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Table 1: Reducing power (FRAP) of acetone extract of C. racemosum and Catechin. 

 
Concentration (µg/ml) CRAE Catechin T-TEST (P value) 
50 0.153+0.027 0.056+0.008 
0.0403   
100 0.243+0.039 0.071+0.013 
0.0237   
500 1.218+0.023 0.314+0.029 
0.0002   
1000 2.111+0.120 0.610+0.019 
0.0019   

CRAE – Combretum racemosum acetone extract, n=3 
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Table 2: % inhibition of DPPH radical by C. racemosum extract and catechin. 
 

Concentration (µg/ml)                       CRAE                                  Catechin 
100                                                25.88+0.077                       35.58+0.027 
500                                                32.22+0.028                       40.59+0.015 
1000                                              55.72+0.061                       53.39+0.020 
2000                                              60.15+0.073                       69.70+0.009 
CRAE = Combretum racemosum acetone extract, n=3, p>0.05. 
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Figure 1:  Correlation between FRAP and Total Flavonoid Content. The r2 values of 0.9957 
indicated that the flavonoid content is the major determinant of the antioxidant activity. 
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Figure 2:  Correlation between DPPH and TFC. A good correlation was shown between the Total 
Flavonoid Content and antioxidant activity. 
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Figure 3: Antioxidant activity of different fractions of C. racemosum (DPPH). Fraction F7 showed 
the highest activity while F1 –F4 were inactive. 
 
DISCUSSION  

DPPH and FRAP assay procedures are 
reputed as quick, reliable and reproducible 
parameters to investigate the in vitro 
antioxidant properties of plant extracts and 
food products (Pellegrini et al., 1999). The 
observed activities of Combretum racemosum 
extract and fractions through these methods 
have shown its antioxidant potential 
(Odabasoglu et al., 2004). Flavonoids are 
antioxidants that neutralize a variety of free 
radicals including nitric oxide, hydroxyl 
radical (HORAC), while phenolic constituents 
can react with active oxygen radicals such as 
hydroxyl radical, superoxide anion radical and 
lipid peroxy radical (Koleva et al., 2002). The 
correlation of the Total Flavonoid Content 
with the antioxidant activities (0.9957 and 
0.9140 in FRAP and DPPH methods 
respectively) clearly demonstrated that the 
antioxidant effect of the extract is largely due 
to its flavonoid content.  The correlation of 
antioxidant activities with the Total Phenol 
Content is lower than with the Flavonoid 
Content (0.9222 and 0.8103 in FRAP and 
DPPH methods respectively). This is possibly 
because the Total Phenol Content assay is 

broader in sensitivity to other functional 
groups than the Flavonoid assay which is 
more specific for the flavonoids. Within the 
limit of our observation, we can reasonably 
infer that the activity of the extract is due to 
some flavonoids present in it.  

It’s already an established fact that 
Gastric mucosa damage by Helicobacter 
pylori is mediated through Reactive Oxygen 
Species, either through excessive synthesis of 
ROS or deficiency of antioxidant defences 
(Davies et al., 1994). The antioxidant effect 
we have observed could possibly account for 
the antiulcer activity previously reported for 
Combretum racemosum extract (Okwuosa et 
al., 2006). 
 
Structural elucidation of isolated 
compound 

ESI- MS indicated the isolated 
compound have m/z 291 (M+H)+ 
corresponding to m/z 290, while HRMS m/z 
291.0861 (M+H)+ (calculated 291.0863 for 
C15H15O6

+) confirmed the molecular formulae 
to be C15H14O6. The 1H and 13C Spectra data 
for the compound clearly indicated a 
monoflavonoid with prominent and 
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characteristic downfield signals. Correlation of 
the obtained data with previously isolated 
flavonoids confirmed the isolated compound 
(1) to be 2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-3,4-dihydro-
2H-chromene-3,5,7-triol isolated from Carapa 
guianensis (Shu-Hua et al., 2003). 2-(3,4-
dihydroxyphenyl)-3,4-dihydro-2H-chromene-
3,5,7-triol (commonly known as epicatechin) 
is associated with very significant activities in 
biological systems (Weyant et al., 2001). The 
underlying principle is most probably 
associated with its antioxidant activities 
discussed in this work.  

2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-3,4-dihydro-
2H-chromene-3,5,7-triol has been isolated in 
this study as one of the compounds with 
antioxidant activities in C. racemosum extract,  
while effort is ongoing to isolate and purify 
other compounds with related activities from 
this extract.  

Ongoing studies by our group indicated 
the antibacterial potential of Combretum 
racemosum extract. These studies further 
highlight the need for further investigation of 
unexplored Combretum species of Africa and 
particularly Combretum racemosum. 
 
Conclusion 

The combretaceae family is significant 
in the search for bioactive compounds for 
disease conditions that are associated with 
oxidative stress.  This study showed the 
antioxidant potential of Combretum 
racemosum through the DPPH and FRAP 
methods.  The clear correlation between the 
Total Flavonoid Content and antioxidant 
activities of the extract strongly suggests that 
the activity is largely due to the flavonoid 
content. 

A flavonoid, 2-(3,4-dihydroxyphenyl)-
3,4-dihydro-2H-chromene-3,5,7-triol was 
isolated as a major antioxidant principle from 
Combretum racemosum extract. It is 
postulated that the antioxidant activity of this 
extract is a consequence of synergistic effect 
of some phyto-phenolic compounds present in 

the extract. Previous studies by our group 
indicated such synergistic pattern in other 
species (Makhafola et al., 2012; Samuel et al., 
2009). In vivo studies and detailed 
toxicological studies need to be carried out on 
the extract/fractions before consideration for 
development as a Phyto-drug. 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The first author hereby gratefully 
acknowledges TWAS/CSIR for the Award of 
a Postdoctoral Fellowship to Indian Institute 
of Integrative Medicine, Jammu, India for 
Natural Product Research. The University of 
Ibadan is also acknowledged for the release to 
utilize the Fellowship. 
          
REFERENCES 
Afanaslev IB, Dorozhko AI, Bordskii AV. 

1989. Chelating and free radical 
scavenging mechanisms of inhibitory 
action of rutin and quercetin in lipid 
peroxidation. Biochem. Pharmacol., 38: 
1763-1769. 

Aliyu AB, Ibrahim MA, Musa AM, Ibrahim 
H, Abdulkadir IE, Oyewale AO. 2009. 
Evaluation of antioxidant activity of leave 
extract of Bauhinia rufescens Lam. 
(Caesalpiniaceae). J. Medicinal Plants 
Research., 3(8): 563-567. 

Davies GR, Simmonds NJ, Stevens TRJ, 
Sheaff MT, Banatvala N, Laurenson IR, 
Blake FD, Rampton DS. 1994. 
Helicobacter pylori stimulate antral 
mucosa reactive oxygen metabolite 
production in vivo. Journal of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 35(2): 
179–185. 

Hatano T, Edmatsu R, Mori A, Fujita Y, 
Yasuhara E. 1989. Effects of tannins and 
related polyphenols on superoxide anion 
radical and on 1,1-diphenyl-2-
picrylhydrazyl  radical.  Chem. Pharm. 
Bull., 37: 2016-2023. 

Jia  Z, Tang M, Wu J. 1999. The 
determination of Flavonoid contents in 



B. S.  BABATUNDE et al. / Int. J. Biol. Chem. Sci. 6(5): 2339-2346, 2014 

 

 

 

2346

mulberry and their scavenging effect on 
superoxide radicals. Food Chemistry, 
64: 555–559. 

Koleva II, Beek T, Linssen JPH, Groot A, 
Evstatieva LN. 2002. Screening of plant 
extracts for antioxidant activity: a 
comparative study on three testing 
methods. Phytochem. Anal., 13: 8-17. 

Makhafola TJ, Samuel BB, Elgorashi EE, 
Eloff JN. 2012. Ochnaflavone and 
Ochnaflavone 7-O-methyl Ether: two 
Antibacterial Biflavonoids from Ochna 
pretoriensis (Ochnaceae). Natural 
Products Communications, 7(12): 1601-
1604. 

Odabasoglu F, Aslan A, Cakir A, Suleyman 
H, Karagoz Y. 2004. Comparison of 
antioxidant activity and total phenolic 
content of three lichen species. Phytother. 
Res., 18: 938-941. 

Okwuosa CN, Achukwu  PUO, Azubike 
NC, Abah AIE. 2012.  Protective Effect 
of the Leaf Extracts of Combretum 
racemosum P. Beauv (Combretaceae) on 
cyclophosphamide Induced 
Pancytopaenia and Liver Injury in Male 
Rats. Research Journal of Pharmacology 
6(2): 30 -34. 

Okwuosa C, Unekwe P, Nwobodo, E. 2006. 
The anti-ulcer activities of leaf extracts 
of Combretum racemosum (Family: 
Combretaceae). Journal of Biomedical 
Investigation, 4(1): 9-14. 

Onocha PA, Audu EO, Ekundayo O, Dosumu 
OO. 2005. Phytochemical and 
antimicrobial properties of extracts 
of Combretum racemosum. Proc. 
WOCMAP III, 1: 97-101. 

Oyaizu M. 1986. Studies on product of 
browning reaction prepared from glucose 
amine. Japan J. Nutr., 44: 307-315. 

Pellegrini N, Serafini M, Colombi B, Del Rio 
D, Salvatore S, Bianchi M, Brighenti F. 
2003. Total antioxidant capacity of plant 
foods, beverages and oils consumed in 
Italy assessed by three different in vitro 
assays. J. Nutr., 133(9): 2812–9. 

Pettit GR, Singh SB, Niven ML, Hamel E, 
Schmidt JM. 1997.  Isolation, Structure, 
and Synthesis of Combretastatins   A-1 
and B-1, potent new inhibitors of 
microtubule assembly, derived from 
Combretum caffrum. J. Natural Products, 
50(1): 119-131. 

Samuel BB, Olaniyi AA, Idowu K, Okogun 
JI.  2009. Phytochemical and antisickling 
activities of Terminalia catappa 
(Combretaceae) leaf extracts. Journal of 
phytomedicine and therapeutics, 14: 31-
36. 

Shu-Hua QI, Da-Gang WU, Yun-Bao MA, 
Xiao-Dong LUO. 2003. A Novel Flavane 
from Carapa Guianensis. Acta Botanica 
Sinica, 45(9): 1129 -1133. 

Singleton VL, Rossi JA. 1965. Colorimetry of 
total phenolics with phosphotungstic acid 
reagents. American J. Enol. Vitic., 16: 
144 – 158. 

Weyant MJ, Carothers AM, Dannenberg AJ. 
2001. Bertagnolli MM "(+)-Catechin 
inhibits intestinal tumor formation and 
suppresses focal adhesion kinase 
activation in the min/+ mouse". Cancer 
Res., 61(1): 118–125. 

 
 

 


