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Abstract

Use of strength-based perspective to empower children in communities: Strengths-based practice is a collaborative process between the
person supported by services and those supporting them, allowing them to work together to determine an outcome that draws on the
person's strengths and assets. This paper seeks to show how strength based perspective can be applied to child protection and children's
rights. Working in a collaborative way promotes the opportunity for children to be co-producers of services and support rather than
solely consumers of those services. In child protection context, strengths based practice is solution focused and views the safety of the
child or young person as paramount. It uses the strengths of individuals and families to develop strategies to achieve safety and change.
It appreciates that the valuable skills and experiences children have is key to getting alongside them and co-producing. Principles of the
strengths based approach include, social workers best save the clients by collaborating with them, every environment is full of resources
and children have the capacity to determine what's best for them. However, weaknesses of this approach in child protection include the
fact that, children can be manipulated by money leading to emotional and sexual abuse in private sectors and the approach also ignores
people's problems can be heavy to such an extent they will not share or disclose to anyone.
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