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Abstract 
 
This presentation offers insights into the personal experiences of a fourth-year social work student at the University of the Free State 
(UFS), Bloemfontein, South Africa. The student reflects on how the Bachelor of Social Work Curriculum at the UFS prepared him for 
practice, drawing upon the three primary methods of social work - casework, group work, and community work. Furthermore, the 
presenter discusses core social work skills and competencies required to render services to diverse clients within the South African 
context. Finally, this presentation highlights the student's personal and professional development throughout his studies and how he 
integrates social work ethics in practice to be a champion for social justice.  
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Conference Abstract 
 
Social Work and Development Student Conference (SWDSC), Held on 16 June 2023, Day of the African Child (DAC), Organised by Africa Social 
Work and Development Network (ASWDN).  
 
Conference Organising Committee: Danzel Rademan, University of the Free State, South Africa (Chairperson); Atuhairwe Collins, Student, Master of 
Social Work, Makerere University, Uganda (Vice-Chairperson); Never Winnie James Sebit, South Sudan; Bachelor in Social Work, RCSS, India 
(Secretary); Tatenda Sukulao, Bachelor of Social Work, Midlands State University, Zimbabwe (Vice-Secretary); Norman T. Manyika, Student, Bachelor 
of Social Work, University of Zimbabwe (Committee member) & Takudzwa Banda, Bachelor of Social Work, University of Zimbabwe (Committee 
member). 
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