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PROFESSOR ENSERMU KELBESSA 
14 April 1952–14 August 2016 

 
 

Professor Ensermu Kelbessa was 
born on April 14, 1952 to Mrs. 
Ayiti Heno and Mr. Kelbessa 
Worati in the Oromia Regional 
State, West Shewa Zone, Ginchi 
Woreda in Ado Kebele, Ethiopia. 
He attended Chacha Elementary 
School (grades 1–6) and Ambo 
Hagere Hiwot High School 
(Grades 7–11) and completed 
Grade 12 in Addis Ababa 
Universality’s Leuel Beede 
Mariam Laboratory School in 
1972. 

Professor Ensermu Kelbessa 
obtained a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology, Addis Ababa 

University in 1978, a Master of Science degree in Botany, Addis Ababa University in 1982 and 
PhD degree in Systematic Botany (Taxonomy), Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala 
University, Sweden in 1990. 

Although still very young, Professor Ensermu Kelbessa joined the Addis Ababa 
University's Biology Department as a graduate assistant in 1979. He then went on to serve 
the university in various positions including: Lecturer, Assistant Professor, Associate 
Professor and, finally, Full Professor in 2009. Over the course of 37 work service years 
(1979–2016), Prof. Ensermu played a crucial role in teaching, research, and coordination of 
various departmental activities, including team leadership, serving as principal investigator 
for several research projects, as well as non-academic service projects. In recent years he 
oversaw the establishment of the new "Department of Plant Biology and Biodiversity 
Management". In acknowledgment of his extensive contributions, Addis Ababa University 
awarded him the annual Distinguished Teaching Service Award in 2015. The German 
Embassy similarly awarded him for his contributions to plant science. Professor Ensermu 
Kelbessa participated in numerous research projects and was renowned for the immensity and 
success of his efforts. Chief among these, he was a lifelong expert on Ethiopian botany, 
particularly the plant family Acanthaceae. He co-directed the Ethiopian Flora Project, which 
culminated in the very significant work, Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea. Prof. Ensermu 
published more than 100 articles, solo or co-authored, and contributed numerous peer 
reviews on an annual basis. He edited and reviewed many books, advised numerous graduate 
students, and his works can be found across various parts of his own university and 
worldwide. 

He visited and established contacts with institutions in many countries including Sweden, 
Denmark, Germany, Austria, Netherlands, Belgium, France, Romania, Greece, Spain, Italy, 
United Kingdom, Ireland, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Cameroon, Malawi, Tanzania, South 
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Africa, Madagascar and the USA. Among the institutions most visited by Prof. Ensermu was the 
Herbarium of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, where he spent a long period of time (at 
intervals) during his work on the Flora of Ethiopia. 

Professor Ensermu Kelbessa was a member of the Biological Society of Ethiopia, the 
International Association of Plant Taxonomy, the IUCN Species Survival Commission, the East 
African Plants Red List Authority, the Ethiopian Academy of Sciences, the Coffee Forum 
and the Ethiopian Forum for Environment. He was very engaged in public service and 
outreach and gave numerous interviews on television and radio. Ensermu was also very 
active in the Association for the Taxonomic Study of the Flora of Tropical Africa (AETFAT) 
and co-organised its 17th Conference in Addis in September 2003. During this conference the 
African Plants Initiative (API) was conceptualised, which resulted in an international 
collaborative partnership that produced an online database of scholarly information about 
African plants. including all the types. This initiative turned out to be so valuable and 
successful that it was rolled out worldwide and is now known as JSTOR Global Plants. 

In addition to teaching and advising more than 17 PhD students, Prof. Ensermu co-led 
two projects: Regional Capacity Building for Sustainable Natural Resources Management and 
Agricultural Productivity under Changing Climate (CAPSNAC)” (with Norway) and the Bale 
Mountain Project (with the University of Marburg, Germany), as well as the Addis Ababa 
Rivers Development and the Addis Ababa University Thematic Project. 

Professor Ensermu suffered a stroke and passed away on the 14th of August, 2016. He is 
survived by his wife Mrs. Bizunesh Daba as well as two daughters (Keneni Ensermu and 
Hacahltu Ensermu), one son (Lelisa Ensermu), and four grandchildren. 
 
 
LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 
 
Ensermu Kelbessa (1982). A Palynological-taxonomic Study of the Genus Asystasia and a 

Palynological Study of Some Related Genera in the Acanthaceae. M.Sc. thesis. Addis 
Ababa University. 

Hedberg, O., U. Karlsson, E. Kelbessa, O. Makunga, G. Pettersson, M. Tadesse, R. Västilä 
& O. Wennberg (1984). The taxonomic position and derivation of Cerastium adnivale 
Chiov. (Caryophyllaceae). Nordic Journal of Botany 4: 351-355.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (1986). The development of herbaria in Ethiopia and the Ethiopian Flora 
Project. In I. Hedberg (ed.), Research on the Ethiopian Flora. Symbolae Botanicae 
Upsalienses (Sweden) 26(2): 13-16. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (1989). A new species of Justicia sect. Ansellia (Acanthaceae) from 
Tanzania. Plant Systematics and Evolution 163: 121-125.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (1989). A new species of Asystasia (Acanthaceae) from Ethiopia. Bulletin 
du Jardin botanique National de Belgique/Bulletin van de Nationale Plantentuin van 
België 59(3/4): 413-418.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (1989). Two new species of Justicia sect. Ansellia (Acanthaceae) from E 
and NE tropical Africa. Nordic Journal of Botany 9: 399-404. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (1990). Justicia sect. Ansellia (Acanthaceae). Acta Universitatis 
Upsaliensis, Symbolae Botanicae Upsalienses 29(2): 1-96.  

Ensermu Kelbessa, Sebsebe Demissew, Zerihun Woldu & Sue Edwards (1992). Some 
threatened endemic plants of Ethiopia. In Sue Edwards & Zemede Asfaw (eds.), The 
Status of Some Plant Resources in Parts of Tropical Africa. Botany 2000: East and 
Central Africa. NAPRECA Monograph Series No. 2.  



Obituary Ensermu Kelbessa 205 

 
Ensermu Kelbessa, R.K. Brummitt & C.A. Furness (1992). A reconsideration of Asystasiella 

Lindau (Acanthaceae). Kew Bulletin 47(4): 669-675.  
Bonnefille, R., G. Buchet, I. Friis, Ensermu Kelbessa & M.U. Mohammed (1993). Modern 

pollen rain on an altitudinal range of forests and woodlands in South West Ethiopia. 
Opera Botanica 121: 71-84. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (1993). Studies in the genus Asystasia (Acanthaceae) in Africa I: Two new 
species from tropical Africa. Opera Botanica 121: 153-158.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (1994). A revision of Asystasia gangetica (L.) T.Anders. (Acanthaceae). 
In J.H. Seyani & A.C. Chikuni (eds.), Volume 1. Plants for People. Proceedings of the 
13th Plenary Meeting of AETFAT, Zomba, Malawi, 2-11 April, 1991. National 
Herbarium and Botanic Gardens of Malawi, Zomba. Pp.333-346. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (1995). A new species of Justicia (Acanthaceae) from Somalia. Kew 
Bulletin 50(4): 791-794. 

Ensermu Kelbessa & R.B. Faden (1997). Commelinaceae. In S. Edwards, Sebsebe 
Demissew & I. Hedberg (eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 6. The National 
Herbarium. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, 
Sweden. Pp. 339-374. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (1998). Studies in the genus Asystasia (Acanthaceae) in tropical Africa II: 
Further new species. Kew Bulletin 53(4): 929-335. 

Berhanu Erko, Fekede Balcha & Ensermu Kelbessa (1998). Preliminary observations on 
molluscicidal activities of the inflorescences of Hagenia abyssinica (Bruce) J.F.Gmel. 
Ethiopian Pharmaceutical Journal 16: 49-52. 

Gemechu Wirtu, Girma Adugna, Temesgen Samuel, Ensermu Kelbessa & Abraham Gelato 
(1999). Aspects of farmers’ knowledge, attitudes and practices of animal health in central 
Ethiopia. In E. Mathias, D.V. Raugnekar & C. McCorkle (eds.), Ethnoveterinary 
Medicine, Alternative for Livestock Development. Proceedings of an International 
Conference, Pune, India, 4-6 November 1999. Pp. 41-52. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (1999). A new species of Justicia (Acanthaceae) from Ethiopia. Kew 
Bulletin 54(2): 445-451. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (1999). Ruellia boranica (Acanthaceae), a new species from Ethiopia. 
Kew Bulletin 54(2): 453-457. 

Edwards, Sue & Ensermu Kelbessa (1999). Indicators to determine the level of threat to tree 
species (in Ethiopia). In S. Edwards, A. Demissie, T. Bekele & G. Haase (eds.), Forest 
Genetic Resources Conservation: Principles, Strategies and Actions. Proceedings of the 
National Forest Genetic Resources Conservation Strategy Development Workshop, June 
21 – 22, 1999, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. IBCR and GTZ, Addis Ababa. Pp. 101-133. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2000). Oxalidaceae. In S. Edwards, Mesfin Tadesse, Sebsebe Demissew 
& I. Hedberg (eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 2 Part 1. The National 
Herbarium. Addis Ababa and Uppsala University, Ethiopia and Sweden. Pp. 379-386. 

Ensermu Kelbessa, Tamrat Bekele, Alemayehu Gebrehiwot & Gebremedhin Hadera (2000). 
A Socio-economic Case Study of the Bamboo Sector in Ethiopia: An analysis of the 
Production-to-Consumption System. International Network for Bamboo and Rattan, 
Beijing. http://www.inbar.int/sites/default/files/resources/inbar_working_paper_no25.pdf 

Friis, I., S. Edwards, Ensermu Kelbessa & Sebsebe Demissew (2001). Diversity and 
Endemism in the flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea—what do the published Flora volumes tell 
us? In I. Friis & O. Ryding (eds.), Biodiversity Research in the Horn of Africa Region. 
Proceedings of the Third International Symposium on the Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea at 
the Carlsberg Academy, Copenhagen, August 25-27, 1999. Pp. 173-193. 



206  

 
Ensermu Kelbessa (2002). A New Species of Ruellia (Acanthaceae) from NE Tropical Africa 

and Tropical Asia. Kew Bulletin 54(3): 747-750. 
Ensermu Kelbessa (2003). Caprifoliaceae. In I. Hedberg, S. Edwards & Sileshi Nemomissa 

(eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 4 Part 1. The National Herbarium, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia and Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2003). Two New Species of Acanthaceae from NE Tropical Africa and 
Arabia. Kew Bulletin 58(3): 703-712. 

Malombe, I., Ensermu Kelbessa & M. Muasya (2003). A taxonomic study of the Blepharis 
edulis complex (Acanthaceae) in Eastern Africa. Journal of East African Natural History 
91(1): 81-90.  

Kabu Balemie, Ensermu Kelbessa and Zemede Asfaw (2004). Indigenous medicinal plant 
utilization, management and threats in Fentalle Area, Eastern Shewa, Ethiopia. Ethiopian 
Journal of Biological Sciences 3(1): 37-58. 

Debela Hunde, Zemede Asfaw and Ensermu Kelbessa (2004). Use and management of 
ethnoveterinary medicinal plants by indigenous people in ‘Boosat’, Welenchiti Area. 
Ethiopian Journal of Biological Sciences 3(2): 113-132.  

Teshale Sori, Merga Bekana, Girma Adugna & Ensermu Kelbessa (2004). Medicinal plants 
in the ethnoveterinary practices of Borana pastoralists, Southern Ethiopia. International 
Journal of Applied Research in Veterinary Medicine 2: 220-225. 

Williams, S.D., J.L. Vivero, S. Spawls, Anteneh Shimelis & Ensermu Kelbessa. (2004). 
Ethiopian Highlands. In R.A. Mittermeier, P. Robles-Gil, M. Hoffmann, J.D. Pilgrim, 
T.M. Brooks, C.G. Mittermeier & G. Fonseca (eds.), Hotspots Revisited: Earth´s 
Biologically Richest and Most Endangered Ecoregions. CEMEX, Mexico City, Mexico. 
Pp. 262-273. 

Vivero, J.L., Ensermu Kelbessa & Sebsebe Demissew (2005). The Red List of Endemic 
Trees and Shrubs of Ethiopia and Eritrea. Fauna & Flora International, Cambridge, UK. 

Abiyot Berhanu, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2006). Ethnobotany of plants used as 
insecticides, repellents and anti-malarial agents in Jabitehnan District, West Gojam. 
SINET: Ethiopian Journal of Science 29(1): 87-92. 

Debela Hunde, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2006). Use traditional medicinal plants 
by people of ‘Boosat’, Sub District, Central Eastern Ethiopia. Ethiopian Journal of 
Health Science 16(2): 141-155. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2006). Acanthaceae. In I. Hedberg, S. Edwards, Ensermu Kelbessa, 
Sebsebe Demissew & E. Persson (eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 5. The 
National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Department of Systematic Botany, 
Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 345-495. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2006). Globulariaceae. In I. Hedberg, S. Edwards, Ensermu Kelbessa, 
Sebsebe Demissew & E. Persson (eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 5. The 
National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Department of Systematic Botany, 
Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 496-497. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2006). Myoporaceae. In I. Hedberg, S. Edwards, Ensermu Kelbessa, 
Sebsebe Demissew & E. Persson (eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 5. The 
National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Department of Systematic Botany, 
Uppsala, Sweden. Pp 38. 

Haileab Zegeye, Demel Teketay & Ensermu Kelbessa. 2006. Diversity, regeneration status 
and socio-economic importance of the vegetation in the islands of Lake Ziway, south-
central Ethiopia. Flora—Morphology Distribution Functional Ecology of Plants 
201(6): 483-498. 



Obituary Ensermu Kelbessa 207 

 
Tigist Wondimu, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2006). Ethnobotanical study of food 

plants around ‘Dheeraa’Town, Arsi, Ethiopia. SINET: Ethiopian Journal of Science 
29(1): 71-80. 

Vivero, J.L., Ensermu Kelbessa & Sebsebe, Demissew (2006). Progress on the Red List of 
Plants of Ethiopia and Eritrea: Conservation and biogeography of endemic flowering 
taxa. In S.A. Ghazanfar & H.J. Beentje (eds.), Biodiversity, Ecology, Taxonomy and 
Phytogeography of African Plants. Proceedings of the 17th AETFAT Congress. Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, London & National Herbarium, Addis Ababa University, 
Ethiopia. 

Haile Yineger, Ensermu Kelbessa, Tamrat Bekele & Ermias Lulekal (2007). Ethnoveterinary 
medicinal plants at Bale Mountains National Park, Ethiopia. Journal of 
Ethnopharmacology 112: 35-70. 

Darbyshire, I & Ensermu Kelbessa (2007). Isoglossa asystasoides: a striking new species of 
Acanthaceae from Tanzania. Kew Bulletin 62: 617-621. 

Kitessa Hundera, Tamrat Bekele & Ensermu Kelbessa (2007). Floristics and 
phytogeographical synopsis of a dry Afromontane coniferous forest in the Bale Mountains 
(Ethiopia): Implications to biodiversity conservation. SINET: Ethiopian Journal of 
Science 30(1): 1-12. 

Tigist Wondimu, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2007). Ethnobotanical study of 
medicinal plants around ‘Dheeraa’ Town, Arsi Zone, Ethiopia. Journal of 
Ethnopharmacology 112: 152-161. 

Bayafers Tamene, Ensermu Kelbessa and Tamrat Bekele (2007). Ethnobotany of the wetland 
vegetation of Cheffa, Ethiopia: Contribution to biodiversity conservation. Discovery and 
Innovation (RPSUD Special Edition) 19(3): 279-285. 

Yilkal Asfaw, Kumilachew Belay, Ensermu Kelbessa & Wubshet Getaneh (2007). 
Ethnoveterinary medicine therapeutics in East Shewa, Ethiopia, and the efficacy of 
Withania somnifera on Haemonchus contortus in sheep. Discovery and Innovation 
(RPSUD Special Edition) 19(3): 376-384. 

Ensermu Kelbessa & Teshome Soromessa (2008). Interfaces of regeneration, structure, 
diversity and uses of some woody species in Bonga Forest: A reservoir for coffee gene 
pool. SINET: Ethiopian Journal of Science 31(2): 121-134. 

Ermias Lulekal, Ensermu Kelbessa, Tamrat Bekele & Haile Yineger (2008). An 
ethnobotanical study of medicinal plants in Mana Angetu District, south-eastern Ethiopia. 
Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 4: 10. doi:10.1186/1746-4269-4-10. 

Ermias Lulekal, Ensermu Kelbessa, Tamrat Bekele and Haile Yineger (2008). Plant species 
composition and structure of the Mana Angetu Moist Montane Forest, South-Eastern 
Ethiopia. Journal of East African Natural History 97(2): 165-185.  

Haile Yineger, Ensermu Kelbessa, Tamrat Bekele & Ermias Lulekal (2008). Plants used in 
traditional management of human ailments at Bale Mountains National Park, south-
eastern Ethiopia. Journal of Medicinal Plants Research 2(6): 132-153. 

Haile Yineger, Ensermu Kelbessa, Tamrat Bekele & Ermias Lulekal (2008). Floristic 
composition and structure of the dry Afromontane forest at Bale Mountains National 
Park, Ethiopia. SINET: Ethiopian Journal of Science 31(2): 103-120. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Three new species of Acanthaceae from Ethiopia. Kew Bulletin 
4(1): 57-65. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Lycopodiaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), Flora 
of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia & 
Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 7-11. 



208  

 
Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Marattiaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), Flora of 

Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia & 
Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 27-28.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Grammitidaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), 
Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia & Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 33-34.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Actiniopteridaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), 
Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia & Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 69-71. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Hemionitidaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), 
Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia & Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 82-84. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Vittariaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), Flora of 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia & 
Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden.Pp. 85-86.  

Ensermu Kelbessa & H.J. Beentje (2009). Hymenophyllaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & 
I. Friis (eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia & Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 93-96.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Woodsiaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), Flora 
of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia & 
Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 140-145. 

Ensermu Kelbessa & J.P. Roux (2009). Lommariopsidaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. 
Friis (eds.), Flora of Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia & Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 163-168.  

Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Pinaceae. In I. Hedberg, E. Persson & I. Friis (eds.), Flora of 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, Volume 1. The National Herbarium, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia & 
Department of Systematic Botany, Uppsala, Sweden. Pp. 200-202.  

Mitiku Tiksa, Tamrat Bekele & Ensermu Kelbessa (2009). Plant community distribution and 
variation along the Awash river corridor in the main Ethiopian rift. African Journal of 
Ecology 48: 21–28. 

Darbyshire, I., K. Vollesen & Ensermu Kelbessa (2010). Acanthaceae Part 2. In H. Beentje 
(ed.), Flora of Tropical East Africa. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK. 

Ensermu Kelbessa (2011). The role of the Ethiopian Flora Project in the establishment of the 
first botanic garden in Ethiopia. In I. Hedberg & E. Persso (eds.), The Ethiopian Flora 
Project 1989 -2009. Symbolae Botanicae Upsalienses (Sweden). 35(2): 181-188. 

Abiyou Tilahun, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2011). Floristic composition and 
community analysis of Menagesha Amba Mariam Forest (Egdu Forest) in Central 
Highlands of Shewa, Ethiopia. Ethiopian Journal of Biological Science 10(2): 111-136.  

Ayana Etana, Ensermu Kelbessa & Teshome Soromessa (2011). Impact of Parthenium 
hysterophorus L. (Asteraceae) on herbaceous plant biodiversity of Awash National Park 
(ANP), Ethiopia. Management of Biological Invasions 2: 69-80. 

Dawit Shiferaw, Ensermu Kelbssa &Teshome Soromessa (2011). Vegetation structure and 
regeneration status of Anbesa Chaka lowland bamboo forest, western Ethiopia. Ethiopian 
Journal of Biological Science 10(1): 19-38.  

Ermias Lulekal, Zemede Asfaw, Ensermu Kelbessa & P. Van Damme (2011). Wild edible 
plants: a review in their potential to combat food insecurity. Africa Focus 24(2): 71-122. 



Obituary Ensermu Kelbessa 209 

 
Ermias Lulekal, Zemede Asfaw, Ensermu Kelbessa & P. Van Damme (2012). Linking 

ethnobotany, herbaria and flora to conservation: the case of four angiosperm families at the 
National Herbarium of Ethiopia. Journal of East African Natural History 101(1): 99–125. 

Fekadu Gurmessa, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2012). Structure and 
regeneration status of Komto Afromontane moist forest, East Wollega Zone, west 
Ethiopia. Journal of Forestry Research 23(2): 205-216. 

Fekadu Gurmessa, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2012). Structure and 
community analysis of Komto Afromontane moist forest, East Wollega Zone, west 
Ethiopia. Science, Technology and Arts Research Journal 2(2): 58-69.  

Birhanu Kebede, Teshome Soromessa and Ensermu Kelbessa (2012). Endemic plant species 
composition and their status in Gedo dry evergreen montane forest, West Shewa Zone of 
Oromia national regional state, Central Ethiopia. Journal of Recent Trends in Biosciences 
2(1): 82-84.  

Ermias Lulekal, J. Rondevaldova, E. Bernaskova, J. Cepkova, Zemede Asfaw, Ensermu. 
Kelbessa, L. Kokoska & P. Van Damme (2013). Antimicrobial activity of traditional 
medicinal plants from Ankober District, North Shewa Zone, Amhara Region, Ethiopia. 
Pharmaceutical Biology 52(5): 614-620.  

Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2013). Diversity and endemicity of Chilimo 
Forest, Central Ethiopia. Bioscience Discovery 4(1): 1-4.  

Ayana Etana, Teshome Soromessa and Ensermu Kelbessa (2013). Study of Parthenium 
hysterophorus L. (Asteraceae) distribution mechanisms and its impact on soil chemical 
properties in rangeland of Awash National Park (ANP), Ethiopia. Sky Journal of Soil 
Science and Environmental Management 2(4): 34-42.  

Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2013). Diversity, Ecology and Regeneration 
Studies of Bonga, Borana and Chilimo Forests of Ethiopia. Lambert Academic 
Publishing, Saarbrücken. 

Ermias Lulekal, Zemede Asfaw, Ensermu Kelbessa & Patrik Van Damme (2013). 
Ethnomedicinal study of plants used for human ailments in Ankober District, North 
Shewa Zone, Amhara Region, Ethiopia. Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 9: 
63. doi:10.1186/1746-4269-9-63. 

Ermias Lulekal, Zemede Asfaw, Ensermu Kelbessa & P. Van Damme (2014). Ethnoveterinary 
plants of Ankober District, North Shewa Zone, Amhara Region, Ethiopia. Journal of 
Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 10(1): 21. doi: 10.1186/1746-4269-10-21 

Ensermu Kelbessa & Sebsebe Demissew (2014). Diversity of vascular plant taxa of the flora 
of Ethiopia and Eritrea. Ethiopian Journal of Biological Science 13(Supp.): 37-45. 

Teshome Seromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2014). Interplay of regeneration, structure and 
uses of some woody species in Chilimo Forest, Central Ethiopia. Science, Technology 
and Arts Research Journal 3(1): 90. 

Haileab Zegeye, Demel Teketay & Ensermu Kelbessa (2014). Socio-economic factors 
affecting conservation and sustainable utilization of the vegetation resources on the islands 
of Lake Ziway, South-Central Ethiopia. Natural Resources 5(5):864-875. doi: 
10.4236/nr.2014.514074 

Birhanu Kebede, Teshome Soromessa and Ensermu Kelbessa (2014). Endemic plant species 
composition and their status in Gedo dry evergreen montane forest, West Shewa Zone of 
Oromia national regional state, Central Ethiopia. Science, Technology and Arts Research 
Journal 3(2); 121-133. doi: 10.4314/star.v3i2.16 



210  

 
Belay Melese Wolde, Ensermu Kelbessa & Teshome Soromessa (2014). Forest Carbon 

stocks along with environmental gradients in woody plants of Arba Minch Ground Water 
Forest, Southern Ethiopia. Science, Technology and Arts Research Journal 3(2): 142-148. 

Belay Melese, Ensermu Kelbessa & Teshome Soromessa (2014). Forest Carbon Stocks along 
Environmental Gradients in Woody Plants. Lambert Academic Publishing, Saarbrücken. 

Abyot Dibaba, Teshome Soromessa, Ensermu Kelbessa & Abiyou Tilahun (2014). Diversity, 
structure and regeneration status of the woodland and riverine vegetation of Sire Beggo in 
Gololcha District, Eastern Ethiopia. Momona Ethiopian Journal of Science 6(1): 70-96. 

Getnet Chekole, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Ethnobotanical study of 
medicinal plants in the environs of Tara-gedam and Amba remnant forests of Libo 
Kemkem District, northwest Ethiopia. Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 
11(1):4 doi: 10.1186/1746-4269-11-4. 

Abiyou Tilahun, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Structure and 
regeneration status of Menagesha Amba Mariam Forest (Egdu Forest) in Central 
Highlands of Shewa, Ethiopia. Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 4(4): 184-194. doi: 
10.11648/j.aff.20150404.16 

Regassa, T., Ensermu Kelbessa & Zemede Asfaw (2015). Ethnobotany of wild and semi-
wild edible plants of Chelia District, West-Central Ethiopia. Science, Technology and 
Arts Research Journal 3(4):122.  

Alemayehu Kefalew, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Ethnobotany of medicinal 
plants in Ada’a District,East Shewa Zone of Oromia Regional State, Ethiopia. Journal of 
Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 11: 25. doi 10.1186/s13002-015-0014-6 

Alemayehu Kefalew, Ensermu Kelbessa, Teshome Soromessa & Merga Belina (2015). 
Development of allometric equation for Carbon stock estimation of Albizia gummifera: A 
study from Sele-Nono Forest, Southwest Ethiopia. Conference paper presented at RISE, 
Addis Ababa University. 

Tefera Mekonen, Mirutse Giday & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Ethnobotanical study of 
homegarden plants in Sebeta-Awas District of the Oromia Region of Ethiopia to assess 
use, species diversity and management practices. Journal of Ethnobiology and 
Ethnomedicine 11: 64. doi: 10.1186/s13002-015-0049-8 

Darbyshire, I., K. Vollesen & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Acanthaceae (part II). In J.R. 
Timberlake & E.S. Martins (eds.), Flora Zambesiaca Vol. 8(6). Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew.  

Teshome Gemechu, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Structure and 
regeneration of Gendo Moist Montane Forest, East Wellega Zone, Western Ethiopia. 
Journal of Environment and Earth Science 5(15): 148-168.  

Teshome Gemechu, Ensermu Kelbessa & Teshome Soromessa (2015). Floristic composition 
and community analysis of Gendo Moist Montane Forest of East Wellega, Western 
Ethiopia. Journal of Natural Sciences Research 5(15): 153-170. 

Getinet Masresha, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Status and species 
diversity of Alemsaga Forest, Northwestern Ethiopia. Advances in Life Science and 
Technology 34: 87-99. 

Abiyou Tilahun, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2015). Structure and 
regeneration status of Menagesha Amba Mariam Forest (Egdu Forest) in Central 
Highlands of Shewa, Ethiopia. Advances in Life Science and Technology 34: 60-80. 

Moges, A., A. Beyene, Ensermu Kelbessa, S.T. Mereta & A. Ambelu (2016). Development 
of a multimetric plant-based index of biotic integrity for assessing the ecological state of 



Obituary Ensermu Kelbessa 211 

 
forested, urban and agricultural natural wetlands of Jimma Highlands, Ethiopia. 
Ecological Indicators 71: 208–217. 

Abdoul-Latif, F.M., D.A. Osman, A.E. Fourreh, A. Hassan-Abdallah, A. Merito, S. 
Hassan, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2016). Candidate medicinal plant species 
of Djiboutian pharmacopeia for testing pharmacological activities on common bacterial 
diseases. International Journal of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 8(10): 78-84. 

Birhanu Kebede, Teshome Seromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2016). Floristic composition and 
community types of Gedo Dry Evergreen Montane Forest, West Shewa, Ethiopia. Acta 
Ecologica Sinica 36(5):392-400. 

Mersha Ashagre, Zemede Asfaw & Ensermu Kelbessa (2016). Ethnobotanical study of wild 
edible plants in Burji District, Segan Area Zone of Southern Nations, Nationalities and 
Peoples Region (SNNPR), Ethiopia. Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 12(1): 
32. doi: 10.1186/s13002-016-0103-1 

Fekadu Gurmessa, Teshome Gemechu, Teshome Soromessa & Ensermu Kelbessa (2016). 
Allometric equations to estimate the biomass of Oxytenanthera abyssinica (A.Rich.) 
Munro (Ethiopian Lowland Bamboo) in Dicho Forest, Oromia Region, Western Ethiopia. 
International Journal of Research Studies in Biosciences (IJRSB) 4(12): 34-48. 

Admassu Addi, Teshome Soromessa, Ensermu Kelebessa, Abyot Dibaba & Alemayhu 
Kefyalew (2016). Floristic composition and plant community types of Agama Forest, an 
“Afromontane forest” in southwest Ethiopia. Journal of Ecology and the Natural 
Environment 8(5): 55-69. doi: 10.5897/JENE2015.0547 

 
Obituary compiled by Prof. Sebsebe Demissew with input from members of the Department of 
Plant Biology and Biodiversity Management, College of Natural Sciences, Addis Ababa 
University and Erin Tripp, University of Colorado. 
 
List of publications compiled by Sebsebe Demissew and Benny Bytebier 
 
December 2016 
 
 




