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ABSTR.-4CT.-
& t:kgFmmd: .f'rt't!UPJfJ~Cll ,o;ep.,·i. 'i tt.:rtUJ m:tl 'I?Wjvr t'arl.."if."O/tlerw/Jidit"J-'and monality in ,.tfl·rc'l.l. 1hv{}bjecrn'4!S 
(J(rhi.fi :awdy were to drtJtN'nlinl! tlrt· p1·roomuwm dinrcaift>drr.JI'C.f l...~odaJed ,._·flh JJ.;Mratai sep fs ;,J J.his 
~,,,,.JTYJ1.mit>trt 

.~ft--lllodolom:: Tlu· Sludy 'lf'O~ 11 ~·1·o. \'-.s(/ t -tiuluJJ st;rult cmrdu( lt'ff in a t~rti41')' caro ho~piral ilr Jo.o;, North 
Ce11tral, N;gcria_ Chnfr•o,r fu~t) ril'mrJgl"c~phit· dato Wt."'r~ r·nllet·red lmm l 'at'rC givers of /h{! 218 #1PnllfltP.~ 
.\O-Ypc"Cic:tl lo ha~'e v~;.p.\JX_ Binlt>ginJi sampf£'~ W('l ¥• (J.i.f<a rnll~Nf!d from tlw neotune.f tmd pr(Jt.-esset/ fJy 
nn1d~nf tlu.·,h(Ki.~ m tiJe mi cf'cJbia fo{!.y labonrtm-;.· oj tht: ho..:pltal. All lhc (/Qta obtairrc>tJ we1·c ~~t;}v::ttd 
tsilr~ t:pi info '-~n·f(m J .5 J st~.mstic:uJ .w{t ~\ .. , ·. .. 

Re$tdts: O(tho?} JR 17<:'4111Utc.·_~ {JIJCJ mllh~· . _r:)y j~;•w.'es} 99 (45 J%) h~'(/ a /JirJir IFt:Jghi (1'/c:s .... •hm-. - nf} 
gnrm.s. /'hP C{Jmmon dmiciJ{ le~Jiw~s t/r;: m!u ti.Jrt!." pN~tmted '~ 1 fh Wt.'rL"' rt"~pimto'}' a~~1ress ttJ J%J. fi·~·~, 
(:15 _r%' I'E'/u<La1 m .. inu.hlli{)t' ro meA f 3 4. 4f!,:,., ,ja wuirc.:C! ( ~N. 4iJ-.r): l':xce:~.'>J v.:: en· or ;rriJt .• &m~ ... {24.J %), bud,)· 
P'tl.-.ltC~!i '~kia prr ... ·tult> ... (1.~ 44'n). l<~tiJargJ· I/ 7. 4 11 it) lupotherrma (I 6_ J ~;~) rmrl umbilkal plrv c/f:,-rhutgf.' ( J .:. 8 
();,), !J.n,·~'\'C' i m lh'~-· Jt~listiccd a!'la~, .. ~is o_Oht! .:.utJWtm~ f·ll'nical}~arriJ'f!\' IHid rw'n~~-e resuil.v, prt'M?,•ce ('!/ 
I~' 't'l , JJw.lor·wtc king . budv' ct.,/r(':VtsJ.:i n pusruJ~s o~· wnbilit'u f fl''-" di.~d~art:.f! ~,r(J }J ~·alue.'\ < 0. 05 

Conduu(m: 11u. stud_-..· trugxe!l·Js ~hcU prP~it,ln! .r!!' f<..,.·et; poor sud-iqg, hodr r.:l.!;'h('~ o r "lkm lm_,., •• ,J(Js. 
l 'e.'SfJt l~UJry J;~ I H.'.·~ IUW IIPI1Prlwuf ,tJriS dr \' /rm-g~c• K'er"r ,\[f'Ot~g pn:dic iUr\' off><~( l tt!f'l ll.!i<'p.\ r.i' ;,t Jh~;• fit!OH(•fe . 

PI1HIIJ~I rht•l at JL' mrd i!t'Irl• rt{Prral o_f m.'OIUJ.tes lt i th liw:sc~je.CUUJ'C.'i 1nll go l1 lu fig ,"'~·"' ;, ~dtU:J'IIl~ t?lvrt~law 
mtribr11ed w tJetmmm' sep.o~J .... in our ttn l'i mm,t:n t. 

1NTRODUC1] 0N 
Neonata1 stp is i ~ a S}' s'cmic in teet ion urcumng hl 
t tJ~ rirsl twenty dt:hl (2M.) day!' of life or a 
newborn . 

1 N~.m~tal '~p'>i.;. t ve.ry pn:va k nt 111 ~uh­
~=Llmmn Africa an f:ontrthutc..:: up to 6011tu l4..• 
neon~tal mortality 1n Nigeria and 01her parts of 
A frico:J. ~ 1~ U tx:cur~ in 0. S. \ I.) .0 per 1000 hv~ 
bin.hs.;. .... (.}~~tatw·md age ru JcHvcry bu.., also 
Jnrluencc.d the cx~~nl or rMrbi,hty and fatah t)' m 
rtel)natal "c 11~ l'i- •··•' In p~Lt:n n mtan ls. n 1!011atal 
s<!Jls.is ct,ntnnu,c:-. lo .;; i gnificant ncu rolog1c:'l.l 
J~unag~ in t}le lle~' n"1c. u11dc-nn111cs che- qtti.illl )' of 
ltfi:: 01' 1hc (li!OOillC. Ua tJn ~:<llz~S l·tlCithers lind ~~IC 
~I VC:TI' witn ~\' ·n•uLl l h1::;;s.~1rprodu.:nvc hoJ,Jn. "" 

lu CVCl)'day chrUi..:>11 pract ie,-e. there- t.'X if. t 'S ::\ 
.;1!.-.JJensc in dec KJm:g w I u~h nccmot~ are at hi~ ri sk 
10-r ..;..:p:.>iS C' ons ide ring the- mHUL'H)LlS, maternal,. 
antcmna 1, pe ripartum and perinat3l cha I kngc-s. in Pur 
en\' ironmen L A SC.J)SIS scr~n using t'tdlun=~ orhtood 
Hnd bod)' nuid• is lhc maln diagnos,tjt lcs' •hat 
dJ 'ti n8u i h~ sepri(; fTom non-~::cptic neonates as Lhc 
ch nical features of rt.eOnalal ~p ·i:-. ar~ willlel r 
JX~t-.spcci fi.c and n~1111ic .n numo~ uf o•hcr d i111C'a1 
corulHioru~ 1 n :i!! sick neonate. ''Tocsc- fac il 11 i c-s may 
not he readlly "-vaHab le in iJ.U ot;t.:Jltn;~. Howcvl-"r, 
~rtnin cl•nicai pn.:sentnc•cns oftht: ncon:.1tc!l> muy be 
.t ~i gllifi.,;.ant indK~ior of s~J.b•s 111 • h c nr:on~tc. 



Determination oflhc com mQn clinicol JC:alures of 
neonBtal sepsis will ~.::nsure early di~nos i s ond 
•reatmc.nt or referral tu .tppropriate ccnte1~. Th is 
will hell) to retlluce morbidity Md moit.Uty 
t>spee.iully in resource p~JC)r ~cr;tn:s where 
t::OJltirmahon of ditl~nQ~h; may take time and ~LH;h 
fuc i U1 ie-.s rmn 001 bt.: reudj lv av.:~. i Lable. . . 
This saud)' tbcn:fon: t'Lims •o identif.Y the ooml'llOn 
t• lwica.l. f~:lture'!l of neoru~to~ sc oslli in Jo~. N igcriQ.. . -
FurthNmoN::. i L soughC to dc t.:rmine the 
relinionslup b~t""e"-"H ~ht:.:it' fra~ and culture 
results . rllt:rc "'r~ lew ofsuc:h s1ud res in Nlgu ia and 
partir.;ul arly in Jos, orth ' 'cnll'fil. N lgrria. 

METHOD. 
T h:s stucly v.O'!s :1 cross se~t1ona 1 study c.<trtk!.l unl 
bc-twt:CTI J"'n~ and Dcccem b~r of20 l i . 

' to.dy :ue:t· The srud)' wa~ camcJ oul in 1!:Je 
Special Ci!re Bnby t.Jnir (:-ICBU of Jos U.njve~~•Y 
Teaehing Ha.spil:1l (JT..::TH), lol>.. P.late."'u Slate. 
JUTH is a 600 bed capacity terti.n.l')· llc31lh car..: 
mstit.utlon which :'i~-rve!'l as n rcterraJ Cr;!;nt~ rnr 
most staae~ in Norrh ccnrrn l, Ni~~ria. Tht SCBV •~ 
a JO bed <:Bp.;t-tJ Ly umt where n.eona~es in need of 
mnt~n~1 ve and spc..':Cial cnre are m-a Mg.ed 

Eth..icul ron~tlt!r"tion: F h1cll l cl~~mn~ lor the 
:}tudy was obto.int.)d frum the JUfl f rcst:arch and 
ctllics commiU1;~. Ret;ruilm(:Dl of necrnarcs f!ml 
pardctp~nion in Lhe study was mbjocr to voluntary 
infurrm:d consent !>) parc:n(S or caregi\'er~ of ilie 
net~nates after d<:l4~iJed c~pl.:mation of tbe sc udy c.-, 
them. 

Rccruj~m ~.o• of pur4 idpaots 11. nd do t 1t 
,coiJ~?cUcm : The VlHO young .intar11 Sftxly group 
crit~rj"' and the lnt~g"'led Managcm~nl L)f 

Chi I dhoc'd T l lnes~oe; (l MC P) cr1 rcria were used 1o 
seJ~ct subj ec-bl t() r Lhe stud;:.·. 1 ~ A cJ i1UClJ tli :tgnt•~i s 
of nt-OnD' al !tCpSI S •.vaa matl l.' j [' a r.eOnaL~ pl'cscnted 
w ith lt k·•~t O'fl 1: (.II' rb~ ~i ·n~ In I he tno I. All 
nconutr..:~ 0Jal nte( ~ ~ ~eo ~.:n£~ri!\ were ~ruitl'd 

cons~:cuHv~!}. After ddlli lecl history tak.mg and 
ph)·SLCil1 examinut inr . th~ c I i nical fL·<J.lUr~s pn:.s~nL 
'n the- ne-onate were nx:urdcd in the: ,study dala fonn. 

Sam pic 'ull~Hon~ Sampl-es cu l lectC'i.l in elude 
t.h..,od. n·Tebws~: niJl nUid {f'SF) nnd uriuc. 
Stanaa.rd a~ nr i.:: C('('lm 1 Ll LlCS w ·rt: oi'!'lc~c~ in both 

J • 

c.ot le~t i r.t• l"n~• rra. ... .,;._·,. f'm~ ot ::klffi~~rcs Dhtod J'm 
C.1) llu r¢ '1.\' i~ \ lt'l<l• f lt"1j b~· '• C I~ I p ti('II.;\ \J(l" £1 f I;!TI'\: t \IOo' I 
£1r' ri r t1 ' I i t ! \. J: .JJ~~ ~iftl.:r ;,~dcqn~ tt- <t<::~J'l t l.: 

I"J:'l.' J'l~u·.~tiur_o;., I h .·'\ WL"I\: itln<: tt lr~tc-d u11 mt.!d illkly :~ t 
t : ~o.: s.ik· \) f ...:-nt lr: .·Jr~"' ~ ~ inlo) l lf;.lln llt.'£.11 1 i ufu~,[un t•m'h 
al ;t ro1 i•' • .: I I •~.n t.t(.1J Bm J 1j . <:'I S\lln:'k~: w~rc 

~t tl lr. · :~J ~- i umi"~~ot r d111.:'tu l\.' bl'hiH; I:Jl 11~4 - m uJ ~ ~~ 

t
11tV .~•~t '1 J 1 t • I 1 ,:, . t \ 

. 
I f .I"I J-l 't~•t ... 

spim l amchno~d spac-: after ad.eqlliitl! ilSI!P IIC' 
prcp.Jrntion.. lJ rinc sam plc~. were obt:J i ~d by 
s.upropubic a!ir;'iration aH.erensurin,t thll• lhc noon ~lt.:' 
hud not ·voided in. the pt~ecding 30 rmnmcs tu nne 
I"Wur. The CS r ar\d uri nc samples ~tc coil~ ted m 
sterHc un i v ~. ~u I bu uJcs antl l . tt.~Wpo r1ert en l hc 
microbiuJogy laboratory immodmtcJy. 
L1bun ttl f)' m edlods: Specimens- cofl e~cteJ j ro n1 
lh~ nc-orwf<:$ \'fCfC proce.sse({ by sttmd.llrd mcthod..s.1

' 

'"'The Silmpk."!i w~;£~ i nut.:lr l~led ~m fl lood ;ll!;81'. 

-chocolali;; ol".gur {Oxoid. ~a'l i ngstco c, UK) nnd 
M.acCon.key agar (FiukarncdJca) pJatc~ usin~ a 
s lerHe p1al1mim w1re lo{lp . M~1;,;Conley J.Jld b]o,xl. 
.[1~£1 f p~a1cs were i n.~ub:.1 led ae rob i cnll y ~l ~ 
lcmper.1turc o 35-l 7"C lOr 24-48 hour.;. Vri,He 
c. boo..., l3le ngru plates were incubated u'l Li (;and lc:. 
cxti n ~t ion j;u r( hJ pruvid(: S% CO J) tv lac:iJ iUHc 

gmwth: of f~stadlUu~ orgarusms lsoln tes ~rcre 
Jdenl ifk'<i by mil·roscopy. culture ~nd boioch..:mL~ I 
Cechniqucs and documl.!lltt:c.L 1 ~ ' ) 

Stati~Utal tto:• ly!Sis: E.PJ rnfo \CJ ·hm J ) .3 
~lfltl~1ic:.~l pm:kage 'rYLJS ru~ fo r lAhstJCJ.I analysis.. 
C~ i square 31111 [)'SiS t lnd odds !atLO \Vere liSed ~0 
re]nLe the clintCiil fc.:tturc.s with ('H istlive t tdturc 
resulc~ or biologrc-al sample!; c~1 1ec1r.d f rom thl' 
r'leunalcs. P val u.e '+\'3!; sel 111 0. 5 

RL ULTS 
There were H Lot.al or 2 J S J'leOL1Q(es adm ittet.1 \\o i ttl 
n'-'On:tlal sepsis... These con..«>IS.tcd ot l l9 (54.6'Yo) 
males and 99 1145.4%.t tcma!t's. 0.1c lnmdn:d nnd 
seveh (.+9. (%) 'lf\-crc less than or C\ilt;;t l lo thr~e day:-:: 
t~foge whik Ill 50.9'~) v.~~ ~~hrw= three da>~ of 
age int.·ty nine (45.5%} of1he nennn<te~ h~d <l. birLh 
w~l gbl t~s!:> lh:1n 2.500 grann. Srx£~ throe { 28. 90,.\,) of 
11u· fl001'11)1..:!1 we~ dcli\'~J'Cd bcfo.-e the: }7'' week or 
~cSliJ• i on (Prc-tennl. Se,·entyfl\'e neonntcst34.4%) 
had posi tl\'e cul lUteS. tlic~c cmnprtsed of forty 
~3] u%J n~1lcs.and35 (35A%)female~ 

1 he- cv.,ll'llll t tl'lofSI d iruct~ l f~n:l nre:-. tht.) J~Con<~ Lc"i 

pn'::iL"II h:d WiLh Viel'r J"eSij11ntlf1r) d Slh.'SS ( ~5% ). 
J{:\~r J).3% and rd'ltstU or lnnbilit~ w ~uck.(34 .4%). 
Otl:lers were llS staled m Tab!~ I l11t:: least common 
d init.=ll l trarures. w..:n: cougl·, (4.6%~ \'Om.tini-­
i4.6o/.). diurrh~::.t {4.6%1. eyE- dj sd!!lt~<· (17!·~ ~. 
ahdummBI di sle n·~ i ol' ('l J '% > ~nd ~~nera l m:·( 
etl:!!m:t 1'.. J~·l)) ' 11~~ t:rul istical rc l .:l~ ,nn !~hi r C' r U1t.! ~.: 
cmnll1(lof't l'h lll<'ul lcu1un."'$ ;m- ~h.: nm~··m~· cot :h-.· 
\'11 ltttr~ re:suh.:. were 8~ do..:umc tl l.ed n ' ·' 1-1~ I 

11• )W•..::vCJ". 111 tJ 1C ~laListi c;-. OU"lllyst:c. {) I Htr:· ... ·um nmn 
d j 1\it.~;i! ll:..lLurc•; Cl r~n {'UhW~' 1'\:"tl ll~. ll.P.; !>0.: no;::.! 1 tf 
k·' .:r. poor !'U,":k l l\!::, h<ltl_:, rm·1L\'' -· j.; , ru~tllh,: •l" 

nJt1b •ltl·{lj J)~l" tl.t'l'h:u.~"'· h~)d I• -. .aiu.:•. -:'0 O:"i 
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l::tl!lr I: Rt IJ l l.ms hip ohor~~m IJJ! t-l.tilclll t>t1111• r n llnLI coltu rc -~~~ r.nr •t«< $t·JI>l\ i.l t clu~ 

__ n<'~ l'l I~J. !hldful ln .tJJw I 1 ~1\o~rl ir.)' Tnn:him, n""Jll':'ll 
'' Jthi!IJ ~ .. 1,:1 1 ... ~~~ti-le .ma ,, ~-l - -

[ "luu~:.~l r'~:-Mt l•u-:.tl,\ I! t'-t:f !h,· t).M,. 1,1~'-'-1 I'•• aL tc 
r('illur.:, f!<'~ 4'41 l'rrq I" i. ~ I mp .,.~~ r~o~ tJIJo C:.] 
Rls.plratoOry crmrns 
Yd ~~ 14HIJ J1 1} -~ · (J 4{•! -'1 1.3 I 0 i'~ ~ ~) (J .14"1 

Nl..:! I :!.iJo t'""'·l'l )8 4 ~· ~ f;::!: ft".,lf.l) 
-~-----Pr;.,·t-r 

Yt:~ 
"'' ~lD1 4 , r, 1 en lU ~.\')JJ I v H 1.42 · 11.oll l•.ll(JIJ 

:'IlL' 1-4 1 t4.14 7J 21H IQ_q~ Il l (I!!) I) •.. - --Pool ~ ur kin;{!. 
\ '!!!! "' I }·U~ ~{) I I!! I 31 ~-J ng "t () ~~ 1.17 •II '1 D.OOU 
f'>.rt I·D IW lt} "li.J t :!ti.J ~ 11.1 f'N 71 -
.J1undlt>t 
'1\:~ 1'-:! f"-!1 -1) _:2 05 .5~ ~:· ,I) I ~ I I.I.J7 I). ~a-1 ')7 u IG.! 
t-.:., l_"if, t71 6 1 :H I u CIJ 111'1 (61'> {I) 

lrr l t11illlr~ 
..,.. .. .., -\1 Ll . I 20 (J7.7J JJ t r_'il-' ' 1.;1 IJ hL% 19 v.5SOI 
J'lltJ tf,:. ( , .. . .,.. S5 • ),Jd t II 0 (tlu ":' ~ 

,(IDd~· r.:uhr!if~m ptUSCul~s 
\ '("i 51 (23.-!l t J:> C.l• .r~) · ~, 4-H 41 (t '}"i J Sfi·U7"7 1/. l!UI) 
'19 I o, 1 ,{I, (I) 40 I :Z~ I~~ f7e,,u) 
l.ethllllfll-:o 
V<!,: 3ll (11 4; 14 (3ft. ) 24 l&l~~ 1,1 :.1 ll. :)~ -1.4 I IJ.7Z~ 

Nt' r11o ~U.lll 6] u 9~ 11 9 lf.fl. l) 
1f:t01DIIIt'rmlta 
''cs 35 t Lrs.n 14 l ( U.&> lt [l'lo(l ,(IJ IJ,j. {: (,.1·l73 (t -iil 7 
1\() t l!J ~S3.9J M 03 1 I I :U 460:> It 
um•llkal pu~ 4iJ~: •ru 
'1"15 ltl ( 12. ! ) l7 Hi<J.7) ' tl11' 3) ~ ! • ,.-.~ . 7Jl7 u.ool 

.!:!!!_ 1"'1.) ~8-7.1~ so. (JQ J I 1"1 lft!-J .S ~ 

C.l - Cunri...ltft~ lmt~·lll 

.,. SCl; SSJO . I 

R~sp•rato ry di~trts:s was the mo t common feature 
.i:n lh~: nefilmtes ndmi lh;:d wi tb a clinical SUSJ1•don ol 
r.eonatal scp~i !l:. 1~ this stl~Jdy. AJthon}!h Lh1s '"'"l1S nor 
sEnti ~tkal l y a~wc•a L~d with posi1 ive 1.:~ lu.Jre, LhtJsc 
.11comuc~ may have 1>C'p:::.is cau:~.ecl lly soml! 
I it;S1iu iuus orgamsm~ which muy ha"e hce n 
diflicuiL w l' ttitmc us.ing. rmuinc •C'Clmique~; 
Morco"·et, 11espiratory dislrCSlll nl.aJ complk.,._~ 

\: 4L r l-I to Y n s c 1l J o r c o l l a p .s c u r I'll e t il b o Ji 
<lcr;lngcm~n's. such l1!S acidosis. artd hypoglycemia, 
o r rna:_. C\-'t!n sugg~:sl pneuruoula t" . , Pneumonht j r 
rbunti in ~ s.tck lleom:ll~ is both a major ptecursor 
iii n kaow n oompl h;~ tion of SC!p&i ~- 1 tn ~ stw..ly 
c.arri~ mu in Indio, researcbr:rs fow1d thai 6&% o f 
the IKlOtl<ll~ who h~d ~epsis a] so 'llltd rcspirolocy 
distress and pncurr~tmia.n Stmihu·h'. 74.7% of 
neonBle:3 diagnosed of sepsis in a Jordtmian sl uci,: 
hnd res-pimlory ~..hscress ,1 ' The ~ugheM m~"'rrnlit;• 
was ttlsu amungsc lh¢>C group of ncPnale-!5. 1 n t h 
rnd ia n s•ud)· ~- Therefore. n~-unnt~s ,,, ith 
tespir-.lrory Llistre~') ~hm 1'[d bu'i e i l s.t:: I"S is "'-'rt·u 1 il 11l 

~I"\! cru'Ldirlah:s l"urcmptn..: ; 1l nnt i htr)t j..: l h l..'"l'i-'11:!' 

Howc-..·t r, Y..'e fuun!i that :md L JCrl\w<.: :-; o;uch oJ!!­

Ie\•et. inahJ lhy Lo suek, bod)· rash~~ l tr sL.tn pus1 u lc$ 

and urn bBjc-al P't.Js. di&chmge ""-en! si ~JJ ·~ic-~Ultly 
nssod~ted WI Lb C~! lt:u rc Pf!Sitive s.ep.'ii.s. irt lh~ 
nt:vo.;~.tc.o; swu1i~ in Jos, Ni~riu. ·nais iq simil:u lo 
the Lioou~s 111 s.everul olh('r :rtuLiid in A-c;ja 1md 
Arn~.:.a wh~rt: tb cr. poor sucking. skin ptt:-;luh~s and 
11 ml-111 ical p u~ disc hiHS,t> w~n: c;.ommon 
J::nurnmalors r(n s-epsis t lntl was. c~nfl rrncd by 
cLIImre. ='~' ln .i ~t Lttly l-Brricd uu• in Tam:ania 1' , 
s.<! ps.i!> ,,.as sign i tic~:mtl~· hl~hw- in rn::nnate !1. with 
tev~r omd nypothermio (~.02). !kin pn .. ml~s 
(p~o 00 l , umbiLiul pus disch:u ·~ ~md .,boomina] 
·wnll h)'pelcmia (p-0.04) '"''hJch were sirni~<'t lv Ul-e' 
11ndiu~ in Lbjs smdy whc.:rc 1,-< O.OHI wao; found lor 
pre~IK'.C 0 r tcver, skill rash~::s l.)f J1Ll.stU I Cl) flfld pl)OJ 

sucking in rel~C i Cl'U •o c':.l lturt;! confiiHICd S'C"psis. 
Presence of skin pustuks va~ an im.lt'~~OODI 
predictor or st:psis in 1he Tilnzanin S1udy. In 
~tlit inn sk 1 n pu~LLd(; ~ :J.tlU, JJIJI~i It~~~ p~~.4i ~~J.lJ'.fl:!.e 
nm~ 1x: h~ ro ld~d hy p t tQI' h}'~l!.'nc espectally 
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Ugandan studic,s.lO-*toyhc· bypoglycemic ~ffect is 
IUrther worsened by the iocr<-a~d cataboJism 
experienced durin-g febrile episodes. F;ventually, 
we may be nble to increase the cha:nc.es ofsurvi\'nl 
of these neonates with rnoro focused clinical 
monitoring, prompt thtrapy and early refemL 

CONCLUSION 
The most. common clinical n~a!ure in neonates 
admitted with neonabi sepsis 'A'aS the presence of 
respiratory distress. This wns tbl lo\A.-ed by fever and 
poor sucking which were in addition ns.sociatcd 
with p<>sitivc cultu.n:: results. FurthennCir¢:~ du: 
prcStncc: of body rashes or skin pustules ruxl 
umbilical pus discharge; although le.ss common 
teatures, were significantl) associutcd with 
positive cuJtur.!s. Neonates with these clinical 
fea tures should therefore be identifwd and 
man•ged promptly or referred to appropriate 
centers:. This will help to reduce mortality from 
neonM:d Scp$is in our environment. 
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