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D art , A c n  A t d esep ment of Igbo fri a  and sian S u i

zi i  ni er y, Aw aNnamdi A k we U v sit  k

b ractA st
sy t s t  out p e and tValue s em i  the cul ural look of a eopl he 

u t i e y t s un st t enders and ng of th value s s em i  the der anding of he beli f 
syst ur em n q y so iem and cult al syst  of the people i uestion. Ever c ety 
has a t of v es cov i ever  aspect of hu an Tse  alu  er ng y   m endeavour. hese 
al i pr p e f und soci  hey v ues are the gu ding inci l s o  in any ety and t cover 

ho i cat  t t . app ent ay the w le ram fi ions of he socie y The values ar ly pl
at  n l on h p o abi z f o   regul ing roles i human re ati s i and als  st li ing act r of

h et ri ed s  i ent e  b or t  t e soci y. Af ca has exist a a cont n  ev n ef e he colonial
a, t t n val em t u t -e nat cer wi h i s ow  ue syst  despite i s m l i thnic ure. Afri a 

ue syst hat n con o i  n r nmhas val em t  is i s nance w th her e vi o ent and 
co t hese m s s  ch indi ion. T values make a co prehensive y tem whi  g ves 
A i an a st  ut t s o t t a A i e fr can m   holi ic o look. I  i sad t no e h t fr cans ar now 
engag d i he of et y aband n t  syste  n t process  compl el  oni g heir value em 
y t n o em r  v l e s . er  an u  n edb ryi g t b ace another a u sy tem Th e is rgent e  

a pr e pr val y t by ch f cans  to p eciat and eserve the ue s s em  whi A ri are
w T  p  vi di e ou  l uages as bl  kno n. his aper ews in g n s ang  indispensi e if

h r ues  er ed. T  i ant l a e t e Af ican val must be pres v his is mport  as angu g
s n i  i t nsi l l t i di ous si a  essent al part of, and n ri cal y inked o n gen people'  
a s f r i es.  Lw y o  life, cultu e and ident ti anguages embody many 

i di ous val  ncept t n ndi enou  p es'n gen ues and co s and con ai  i g s eopl  
di nct n v n s as e pl i ay getsti iveness a d cohesi e es a p o e. Nat ons st  to her 
w i e enou u  and ef nhen cit zens shar gh val es  pr erences a d can 

m w h ach h . It t n hco municate it e  ot er  is argued hat la guage is t e 
i t cul al her ag  deat of  carr er of he tur  it e of societies thus the h  a

n i es anni i t norm ues, r es la guage const tut the h la ion of s, val att ibut
e  a e pland beli fs of p o e.
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Intr ducti no o

Cul u e i  opularly e n as the wa s and if  of  art cular peo le t r  s p s e  y  l e a p i p

o  s c e y  I  also involves thei  val e syst m. A val e syst m i  a e  r o i t . t r u  e u e s  s t

o  consi ten  e h c alu s (mo e specif c ll  he per o al and f s t t i v e  r  i a y t s n

c l ural va ue and meas r s s d for h  purpo e of e h cal o  u t  l  u e  u e  t e s  t i r

ide log cal int gri y  I  is a y tem o  est b is ed a u s  n r s o  o i e t . t  s s f a l h v l e , o m r

g als x stin  i  a soci ty. Th s  v lue tructure  o  s s ems w r  o  e i g n  e  e e a  s s r y t e e

u e  to n u e and r mo e r er of o iali a ion n  moralit  n  s d e s r  p o t  o d s c s t a d y i a

s c e y  A  Afr c n is e clu ive y a ers n rom th  ind gen u  o i t . n i a  x s l p o f e i o s

e h i  g o p  fou d n th  c nti e t of Af ica and peo le who tr c  t n c r u s n o e o n n  r p a e

t e r a cestry to these r up in th  A r can Diaspora.h i n  g o e f i

Af ica as xis ed as a con in nt v n befor  h  o o ial er  th its r h e t t e e e e t e c l n a wi  

ow  isti c  c l ural b li f , alu s  n r  and pra t ces espite i s n d n t u t  e e s v e , o ms c i d t

multi e h ic n t re. The p c l ar nature of the Af ican c l ure s - t n a u e u i r u t i

evidence n t eir ay f if  d pic ed in marriag s n  f mil   i h  w  o  l e e t e  a d a y

rel tionships, legal y tems r ligi us, ec n mic and o it cal a   s s e o  o o  p l i

str c u es. Th se va ue str c u es or y tems r  used to ensure u t r e l u t r s s we e  

an  p o te o d r f o i li ation nd moralit  i  t e A ri an d r mo r e  o  s c a z  a y n h f c

society. T e A rican radi ional cu ture and a u  s s e  ay ot be h f t t l  v l e y t m m  n

pe fect  b t hey e v  the urp se of whic  t e  we e a t o r , u  t  s r e  p o h h y r  me n t

serve an  e t the soc et  m vin  w thout th  a c ur and d k p   i y o g i e r n o

disorga isat o  x erien e  n the der - ay fri a  o iety. n i n e p c d i  mo n d A c n s c

f ica s ave ma y goo  values that are worth  of r s r a ion n A r n  h n  d y p e e v t i

he f c  of ester  u tural onslaught. Ba ical y, the foc s of the t a e w n c l s l u  

frica  a u  sy tem is t e h ma  ein  s a c mmunit  ein ,A n v l e s  h  u n b g a   o y b g  
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who wit out losi g o e'  per onal identity and mo tali y  val es h n n s s r t , u

o e s e at o s i s with o h r . n ' r l i n h p  t e s

In the int r m, Afr ca is o ing ou  in th  c l ural r s r a ion ba tle. e i i  l s t e u t  p e e v t t

There ma  ne e  be  race o  anything fri a , cult re wise n the y v r a t f A c n u i  

n ar fut r . ost r ty app a s o be left w th li tl  or o hea thy e u e P e i  e r t   i t e n  l

c l ural va ue.u t  l

 La g age is the a ri r of the cu tura  her tage o  s cie ies, h s  the n u c r e  l l i f o t  t u ,

death o   langua e c nst tute  the annihilati n of orms, val e ,  f a g  o i s o n u s

attrib t s and e iefs of a peop e. It doe  ot requir  any i tell c u l u e  b l   l s n e  n e t a

analysi  t  r alise h t ndigeno s la guag s st c  pe p e ' cult r l s o e t a i u  n e  o k o l s  u a

heritag . I digenous langua e  c nta n co plex un e s and ng o  a e n g s o i m d r t i f

person's cul u e and th i  onnecti n i h t eir l n t r  e r c o w t  h  a d

.

Th s aper s i ide  int  ive e tions. he n roduc ory art of thei p i d v d o f s c  T i t t p   

pape  s handled n section on . Review of r lated li e a ure wil  aker i i   e  e t r t l t  

t e ce tre st ge in secti n t  under the foll wing s b-h adi gs:h n a o wo o  u e n  

Af ica and ri a  v l e system  th e ts o Af ican value s s em,r Af c n a u  , r a t  r y t  

ind g ous langua s. cti n three will take care of i en ge  Se o

indis ensabil ty of indigenou  l n uages in p e e v ng Afr c np i  s a g r s r i i a  

va ues. S mmary n  co c u ion ill e don  i  secti n four. T el  u a d n l s w b  e n o  h  

pa e  dopts t e me h dol gie  f concep ual clar fi ation  cri icalp r a  h  t o o s o  t i c , t  

n lysis a d refle tive rgument t on to ac iev  its oal .a a n  c a a i  h e g s
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Liter t re ev ewa u R i

Afric ns a d fri a  Val e yst m  a n A c n u S e

Afr c  s th  rld's sec n  a e t and s c nd- opulou  co ti ent  i a i e wo  o d l rg s  e o p s n n .
2 Abou  30.2 ll on km including adj c nt isla ds, i  cov rs ix t mi i a e n t e s

p r e t o  art 's total u fac  r a and 0 4 p r e t of its t t l land e c n  f E h s r e a e  2 .  e c n  o a

a e  W ki edi )  Af ica is a t r  whi h s per-umbrellas a l h  r a ( i p a . r   e m c u l t e

ind g n us thn c i ie  of h  Af ican conti e t  The e ore, a  i e o e i c t s t e r n n . r f  n

Afric n s exclusi e y a person fr m the i dig nous eth i  g o p  a i v l  o n e n c r u s

f u d on the conti e t fAf ica and p o l  who tr c  the r ancestr  o n n n  o  r e p e a e i y

t  t i  group i  the Afr c n D a p r  (A ri an ace). here r  at o h s n i a  i s o a f c R  T a e

l a t ,00  dis inct t n c r ups in A r ca. Afric ns i  ful  d v r it  e s 3 0 t  e h i  g o f i a n l i e s y

are the a u al p o l  of he Afr c n la dscape. he a rs, t e skin,  n t r e p e t i a  n T h i h

are ll spec fi  adaptati n  to ivin  in h  A ri an lan s a e a  i c o s l g t e f c d c p

Af icans s e k hu d e s of d fferent ang a e  li e Swahil  n  r p a  n r d  i l u g s k  i a d

Hausa  n  Euro e n langua es ik  Engli h, Fre c  an  , a d p a g l e s  n h d

Po tugue e. Th  r c  c l ural heri age hat Af ica has g e  b ck r s e i h u t  t  t r o s a

t ousand  of ear . Ad anced ci i izat ons flo r shed in fri a at h s y s v v l i  u i A c  

t mes wh n the est of h  wo ld wa  i  t e d r . Th re i  no i e  r t e r s n h a k e s

co ti ent re b essed wit  s ri i g e uty n  d v r it  than the n n  mo l h t k n  b a  a d i e s y

Af ican m t e lan .r o h r d

W e  e t lk ab u  val es, w  e er t  i t r s , pleasure, li e , h n w a o t u  e r f o n e e t  k s

reference  d ties, mora  obl g tions, desi e , an s, needs p , u l i a  r s w t  

v r ions an  t ract o s a d many the  mod li ies of sel ctive a e s d a t i n  n o r a t e

r entation (Willia  1968 283 . frica h s value syst m t at is no i  m, : ) A  a e h i  
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c n o ance wit  er environment and o ditions. T e e val es o s n h h  c n  h s  u

c v r th  whol  rami icat o s f th  society and h s  val es o e  e e f i n  o  e   t e e u

a p r ntly play re ula ing rol s n hu an rel t onship and als  p a e g t  e  i m  a i  o

s abil zi g a tors f t e o iety.t i n f c o  h s c

These v lue  ma e a o e it ve s s em whic  gives Afr can n a a s k  c mp t i y t h i  ma  

h l st c ou look. T e  i c u e mo g t e s  m r l va ues, o i l o i i  t h y n l d  a n  o h r : o a l  s c a

v l e , e o omic val es, pol ti a  alu s  e igio s values, aesth t c a u s c n  u  i c l v e , r l u   e i

val e . Afric n cu tura  values q ally in lud :u s a  l l e u c e

( ) s n e of c mmu ity lifei e s  o n

( i) sense f go d u n rel t onsi  o  o h ma  a i

( ii  se se o  th  sacredn s  f lifi ) n f e e s o  e

( v  e s  o  hospit li yi ) s n e f a t

( ) sense f sacred and e igiov  o  r l n

( i  se se o  timev ) n f

( i ) s n e of r s e t f r authori y and th  eldersv i e s  e p c o  t  e

(vi i) Se s  of a g age n  p o e bi  n e l n u a d r v r s

 Th  Sen e of Go d uma  Rel t oe s  o H n a i n

 he g iding p inci l  f human rela ion in t e Af ic n communi yT u r p e o  t h r a t  

is Live and let- iv .  Th s pres pposes in e p r o a  and int r-" - - l e " i u t r- e s n l e

co mun ty r lati n h p realiz d i  he i t r c ion betwe nm i  e o s i  e n t n e a t e  

individ als o  t e s me c mmu it  nd ot er o un ti s  T eu  f h a  o n y a h c mm i e . h  

elat ons ip bet ee  i div d a s re ognizes thei  wort  as u nr i h w n n i u l c r h h ma  

e n s a d not onl  w at hey p s e s o  ha  can hey d  o  a h b i g  n  y h t  o s s  r w t t  o f r e c

the , even tho gh hese c n come s a er or sec n ary o r  u t a  a  l t o d
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c n ide atio s in terms f reci r c ty a d in terms of inte p r o a  o s r n   o  p o i n   r e s n l

relation h p  Hel , o  one a oth r is not ba e  on mm dia e r an s i . p  f r n e   s d i e t  o  

e a t q i a e t remunerati n  Everyone s mi d u  that each x c  e u v l n o .  i n f l

p r o  h s someth n  to ont ibu e t  h s we fare  no m t er h  e s n a  i g c r t o i l , a t t e

d gre . The arrangement f um n re a ion i  that f ein  one'  e e  o  h a l t s o  b g s

b o h r's k e er n cari g f r e c  t e 's elf r . E e y ma  a  r t e  e p i  n o  a h o h r w a e v r  n h s

the o l gati n t  s is  hose who nee  e p  T e needy n  h   b i o  o a s t t d h l . h a d t e

h l less are taken care of n  s is e . It is along th s perspect v  e p   a d a s t d  i i e

t a  I e s a (1985) posit , A ay o  l fe em hat c ll  ent e  h t f me i s " w  f i p i a y c r d

upon human i terest an  values: a mode f l v n  evidentl   n  d  o  i i g y

charact r zed by empathy and by consideration a d c mp s ion for e i   n  o a s

human b i g ". Th  art of dialogue a d o ver a ion is  cheris e  e n s e n c n s t a h d

val e n Af ican rela ion . People f e ly disc ss a d xpress the r u i  r t s r e u n e i

probl m n  o k f r sug e tions to eth r  Ex r ssing th  e a d l o o  g s g e . p e e

i o tance f ree n  bona ide discussio  i  human rel t on, mp r  o  f  a d f n n a i

Onw b k  emphasized, "the unwi li g ess t  talk t  p o l  bout u i o   l n n  o  o e p e a

eit e  rivate or ubl c a a rs c n be in e p eted as bad mann rs or h r p  p i  ff i  a t r r e

sig  off en mit ." Onwubiko, 20). I  is imp r a t o o e hat n e y  ( t o t n t n t t

Af ican beli v s hat h  wh  d scusses h s affairs w th t e s ha dly r e e  t e o i i i o h r  r

runs into i iculties o  make mista es in h  exe u ion o  his p ans.d ff r k t e c t f l

Al hou h, there is accomm dat o  a d esp c  of ndividual's t g o i n n  r e t  i

senti n s, e c  c nvers t ons t a  may ause misgi i g  a e me t  h n e o a i h t c v n s r

av ide . T is s wh t t e Yo u a e ple mean in their ad g : "the o d h i a  h  r b p o    a e

ingers of a ma  w o a  only nine a e not co n e  in his presence.  f   n h h s r   u t d   "

o in this ers e t ve, Af ican s n e of accommodatio  acco n s S   p p c i r e s   n u t

o  wh ; in traditional Afr c n cult r , th  weak and aged; thef r y   i a  u e e  
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incurab e, t e e p ess, t e sic  wer  affecti n t ly a e  care f i  l  h h l l  h  k e o a e t k n o  n

c mfort n  family at os h r  (Ok f r, 2 )o i g m p e e a o 3 .

 Sen e of Co mun ty ifes  m i L

On ubiko o n ed ut th t the Afr c n i e  of secu it  and it  value w p i t o a   i a  d a r y s

d pend on personal ide ti icatio  wit  a d i h n t e o un ty. e n f n h n  w t i h  c mm i

The a t e t c fri a  is kn wn and id ntifie  in, by and t rou h h s u h n i A c n o   e d  h g i

c mmu i y n h  economic sph re, t e g iding r n iples for the o n t i t e e h u  p i c

e onomic r ang me t i  tha  of ein  o e'  b other's keep r or c  a r e n s t  b g n s r e  

c r n  o  a h oth r s we fare, t least th n o e'  m d a e a i g f r e c  e ' l a  wi i  n s i me i t

commu i y  he ba ic pr n iple of ri a  s cia  set- p s n t . T s i c Af c n o l u  i

commu alism.n

Re c ing gai s  capit li m, ndividuali m, ex loit tion a d o h ra t a n t a s i s p a n t e  

conc mit n  lass co f ic , N ere e of T n a i  ointe  out th to a t c n l t y r  a z n a p d a  

Af ican o un li m s a f ndamenta  r n iple of the e o om cr c mm a s wa  u l p i c c n i  

arr ngements  A man i  just a  r ch or po r s hi  communi y. T us,a . s s i o a  s t h  

every man is obli ed t  wo k nd co trib t  wh n he is ble o  andg o r  a n u e e   a  t ,  

t  e p ovided f r, s a tt r of r ght, w en e o  no o g ro b  r o a  ma e  i  h h  r l n e  

prod c ive.u t

In h  communi y, pa asitism i  no  tolerate . Who v r is cap b e ft e t r s t d e e   a l o  

working b t r fus s to, o  s laz , will be ll we  to tarve there a du e e r i y  a o d s n  

hen  The h losophy behind the Afr c n communalism thereforet . p i  i a   

enerated n i i ual espo s b lity thin the co nal g  i d v d r n i i wi  mmu

wn rship nd re a ionshi . The r s erity f a si gle p r o , says o e a l t p  p o p o   n  e s n

2 86



a  dage d e  ot k  a to  ich  I  other w r , a p r o  can o ly n a o s n ma e wn r . n o d  e s n n

b  tr l  safe n a o un ty.e u y i  c mm i

In al  econo c c nsi e a ion, and i  a ver table f c or. It i  also h  l mi o d r t  l  s i a t  s t e

a e ue o wealth and pove ty. Th r f re, n th s di trib t on, h  v n t  r e e o i i s u i t e

c mmu a istic r n iple as b o ght i t  play o t at al  bleo n l p i c w r u  n o s  h l a -

b die  men oul  con ri ute t e r q ota , wit o t excuse. Thi  is t  o d c d t b  h i u s h u  s  o

ma e u e t at n  g o p ho be a la dle s pe s n ry lo king up t  k  s r  h o r u  w   n s  a a t o o

s me u u l y abs n ee landlords f r the r dail  r a  s a per n nt o  s a l e t o  i y b e d a   ma e

wa e e r ing c a s. T i  r s p oses a c mmuna  y le f lan  g - a n  l s  h s p e u p o l c c o  d

t n r , wit  the communi y or f mil  h a  h l ing t e and in trust e u e h  t  a y e d o d  h l  

f r all me be s, bo n. Akin elu has t that "the a locati n was o  m r  r p  i  l o  

s ri t y a cordi g to n e  a d t e b li y o  th  indivi ual t  t c l c n e d n  h a i t f e d  o

deve op." (38).l

I  e sen e  e ar  say ng h t t e communi y offers the frica  the n s c , w e i t a h  t   A n

psycho o ical nd ultim t  securi y as i  gives i s me be s both l g a a e t  t t m r

ph s cal n  d o o ical ide tity. t s  be noted h t in the A ri an y i a d i e l g n I mu t t a  f c

ment l ty, he c mmu i y s an e tity rem i s  while in i idu ls, as a i t o n t a  n  a n ,  d v a

pe son , come a d o  o, the Afr can em hasiz  communit  life r s n g . S i  p e y

an  om nal sm as a liv n  r n iple of whi h t e ba ic i eol gy d c mu i i g p i c c h s d o

is communit  id ntit  Its aim s to r d ce a d present an y e y.  i p o u n   

individ al as  c mmunit  c lt r  b a e .u a o y u u e e r r

 

he s nse f hosp talityT e o  i

The e s  of ospitali y is in erent y in i p n a l  i  he curre t y s n e h t  h l  d s e s b e n t n l  
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survival of A ri an va ues. Th r  is alw ys s ont neou  wel om   f c l  e e a p a s c e

a d ac o od ti n o s range s a d isitors. A ricans a il  n  c mm a o t t r n v f e s y

incorpo a e st a g r  n  i e the  lands to s ttle  ho ing that t e  r t r n e s a d g v  m  e , p  h y

would o ne d y, a d h  la d ou d be r v r ed to he wn r  Th s g o a n t e n w l  e e t  t o e . i

is usual y don  wi h th  e ief hat ne ll never opt u  of i  own l  e t e b l t o wi o t h s

c mmu ity  In Afr ca, unl k  W s , no p oin ment and s e ial o n . i i e e t a p t p c

inv tation re n e ed for ne t  vis t a di tan  rela ion or ne ghb ur. i  a e d  o o i s t t i o

On his r he  ar ival, o c  there i  food in the house, he vi itor s  o  r r n e s   t s i

i v ted o eat. He s rea ed kin l , just a  on  woul  i h to be n i t   i t t d y  s e d w s  

t eated wh n visiting not er h mer e  a h o .

Th re a e y o ic ways of ex r ssing welc me in ri a  hese e r  s mb l p e o   Af c . T

are in f r  of r s n a ion f k la nuts, tr d ti nal g n, c c nuts,  o ms p e e t t o  o  a i o  i  o o

wh te chalk, arden egg tc. n v r ous c mmunit e . Th s  r  oi g e i  a i  o i s e e a e t  

show that th  vis tor i  heart ly wel om  and s f . The b s s f  e i s i c e a e a i o  

hosp ta it  s n t d b  O wu iko a on  h  g o is t at a g esti l y a  o e  y n b  m g t e I b  h “  u  

must not harm his host and tha  hen e de a ts, e shou d n t     t w h p r h l o  

deve op a hunc  b c  o  the wa  h me ( 3). An t e  aspect fl h a k n y o ” 2 o h r o  

ho p ta it  tha  is highly c eri h d s s a ing wi h a needys i l y t  h s e  i h r  t   

ne ghb u  ho c me  o  s is a c . Anybod  o has and o si o r w  o s f r a s t n e y wh  d e  

no  s ist is taken to be a a  fell w.t a s    b d o

The s nse of respe t f r a t ori y an  e d re  c o u h t  d l e s

it out l nguage  o communi ation can ake p a e  n ige o sW h  a , n  c  t l c . I d n u  

ang a e b ing art of the u ture is indispensable n x r s ion ofl u g  e  p   c l i e p e s   

espec . Th  e s  f respect fo  u h r ty and elders elp  o solder r t e s n e o  r a t o i h s t
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a d s oo hen soc al r lati n  n A ri an soci ty. P ior o the adv n  n  m t  i  e o s i f c e  r t  e t

o  sl v r , sla e rade nd c l n a is  here s s a ility, peace f a e y  v t a o o i l m, t wa  t b  

a d a mony i  a y Af ican setti g.n  h r  n n r n

There s t e eep respect for l g ti te and cons ituted authori y, wa  h d e i ma  t t

b  i  that f ead of the family or of t e O a, Obi, Eze, I we r mir. e t  o  h h b g  o  E

This a t o it  i  hier r h c l bu  democratic, in the sense th t on  u h r y s a c i a t a  e

r ma ns e itima e and sacr d nly o  as o g s it con inues t  b  e i l g t e o  f r l n  a  t o e

e ercis d i  the inte e t o  h  gov rne , a d in a c r a ce with h  x e  n r s f t e e d n c o d n t e

t m - onou ed and s nct fi d c s o s a d tradit ons of the people. i e h r a i e u t m n i  

I  h uld be point d ou  h t the obed enc  is not to the person o  th  t s o   e t t a  i e   f e

I we r mi  a  a  ind v dua , b t a her to t e in t tu ion, and n  g  o  E r s n i i l u  r t h s i t  a y

abuse o  it  disobedience b c me  legitimate nd the culpri  is d  f , e o s  a t  ma e

t  o out. In a pla e li e oruba, s icide w s an ho o r ble way of o b w  c  k Y u a  n u a  

doing o  so much was rega ded f r p a e, tab lity and ord r iness s ,  r  o  e c s i  e l

as poli ical val es th t the ind vidual l fe co ld e s crific d t  t  u a   i i u b  a e o

main a n t e i t g it  a d nviola i it  of h  inst tu ion.t i h  n e r y n i b l y t e i t

Natu a ly in Afric  e ting  r s e t for lders s i h y dignif e . r l a s t , e p c  e i h g l  i d

Th  way h  you g n s greet he l e s wa , a d ti l is ega d d as e t e n o e  t e d r  s n s l r r e  

ev den e of mo ality or l ck f it, inst a  f s a tt r of e iquett . i c  r a o   e d o a  ma e  t e

In Yoruba l n , a o ng n is d s ribed s tota ly immora  simp y a d  y u ma   e c a  l l l

be a s  h  w uld o  r s rate o  i  el ersc u e e o  n t p o t f r h s d .

he ign fi a ce f respect o el e s is seen i  he I bo adage T s i c n o  t d r   n t g

a ing  “ e wh  l stens o n elder is l k  on  wh  co s lts ans y : H o i t a  i e e o n u  
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o a le”. The r c e  r  b li ved o giv  the i fall b e trut s. Th  r c  o a l s a e e e t  e n i l h e

e ders r  al o be ie ed t  say t e t u h and th  words n  l a e s  l v o h  r t  e a d

inst u t ons r  heeded to for t e p o oti n o  g od e avi ur r c i a e   h r m o f o b h o

a n  t e y u h . l e s r  t k n to b  reposit r  of co munal mo g h o t s E d r  a e a e e o y m

wis om and h r fore r  onsid r d l aders i  the a airs of the d  t e e a e c e e e  n ff  

p opl . he respect gi en to t e e d r  a  ts p a tical ff c  n the e e  T v h  l e s h s i  r c e e t i

ma ntenanc  of custom and trad ti n  The young ar  alwa s looking i e   i o .   e y  

f r ard to e n  e d rs. S  t e  a e f en told hat i  a child e p c s o w  b i g l e o h y r  o t  t f  r s e t

a  e der  e ould b  respecte  b  th  y u g hen e e o s an n l , h w e d y e o n w h b c me  

e d r. T e elder  should be respe ted b cause t ey h v  m ny y a s l e h s  c  e h a e a e r

of experie ce; h y know and h l  the radition l va ues that have n  t e  o d  t a l

always k pt om niti s t get e . hei  nds a e l ss o son d by e c mu e  o h r T r mi  r  e p i e  

t e mod rn w r d t a  y u g nds.h  e o l h n o n mi

Th  S nse f Ex e d d amile e  o t n e F y

 Ir egbu h s this t  say  “Afr can lan u ges gene ally have n  r so  a  o , i  g a r  o wo d  

for u c es, aunts, cousi s and ni ces. All th s  are p r  o  t e one n l n  e  e e a t f h   

fami y  T e family i  on , ut ex end d ” (8 )  Marr age  are takenl . h  s e b t e . 4 . i s  

as good n  s r ous t i g n he sense t at they a e co e a t a d e i h n i  t h r v n n  

be w en two (exte ded) families  i d e s and i la es. T et e  n , k n r d  v l g  h  

ex end d fam ly s s em is ve y c  ali e in c nte po a y fri at e  i y t r  mu h v o m r r  A c  

in s ite o  th  wave t e We tern a u  syst m is maki g.p f e h  s v l e e  n

Liv n  and tog the ” nd he s n e of “ o mun ty of b o h rs a d“ i g e r a t e s  c m i  r t e n  

is e s” a e the b sis of, n  t e xpressi n f  the ex end d a ly s t r r a  a d h  e o  o , t e  f mi

y tem in fri a  he rat ona e be ind t i  that balance of kinship s s   A c . T i l h  i s
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relation , se n as s e t al to the i eal b l n e wit  a u e that wa  s e e s n i  d  a a c  h n t r   s

it e f the mate ial g a a tee of survival  called for sp c fi  con u ts l  r u r n ,   e i c d c .

The e ten e  fami y y tem is a y tem that ultimate y ncho ed x d d l s s  s s  l  a r

a d st ll rests n h  p i o o h  of “ ive-and let- iv ”. It is  n i  o  t e h l s p y l - l e  a

p incipl  w ich d f n s ri hts a d dutie , responsi i it es and r e h  e i e g  n s b l i

o l gati ns o ards h  ess o tun te, h s  incapa it t d in on  b i o t w t e l f r a t o e c a e  e

wa  o  a other  F r x mp e  a an a  t e bliga ion t  cater fo  y r n . o  e a l , m  h s h  o t o  r

the wido  a d rph n  of is e d rel t ve. His f i ure to o thi   w n o a s h d a a i  a l d s

e r s him c r f l r p o c  o  o t mp  an  as a e u t, it i  di icu t a n  s o n u  e r a h r c n e t d r s l  s ff l

t  ind som one i  h  o un ty wit out hel . In ess nce, o f e n t e c mm i h p e

ext nded fami y i  a ve it b e instr me t i  the ami y co e ion n  e l s  r a l  u n n  f l  h s  a d

commu i y conti u ty nd s abil ty.n t  n i a t i

 The Sen e of Rel g ons i i

Th  att c me t to reli ion and w r h p of Go , o m a d minatin  e a h n   g   o s i  d f r  o g

part of fri a  w r d view. A ricans r  deeply e igio s n  for A c n o l  f a e r l u  a d

Af ican, life is r li i n and ice v r a. All t e  do or say a d perm t r  e g o v e s  h y  n i

i  imp egn ted wit  a v si n f the d v n , a d all n t ral reality s s r a  h i o o  i i e n  a u i

ex lainable n u c ion of t e u ernat r l be ng. I dig nous p i  f n t h s p u a i n e

l ngua e is i dis e s ble in rel g o s d c ri e as it is the v h c e a g  n p n a  i i u  o t n   e i l

un o wh c  religious oct ines r  con e ed.t i h d r a e v y

Af ican s cia  val e  r s  on he mo a  v l e  wh c  i  t r  rest on r o l u s e t t r l a u s i h n u n

elig o s values. To many p o le, t s e v r e and perhaps r i u   e p i i p r e s   

a rile iou  o sep r te t e moral n  th  re igious values. I  they s c g s t  a a h a d e l  f

re e a a l  t a l, r li i us values are more fund mental anda s p r b e a l  e g o a  
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u d rgir  h  r l values. t is t e pre e ce of rel g on hat le ds n e d t e mo a I  h  s n i i t n

mean ng and aut ori y t  values. he s n e of r ligi n hich is ur i h t o T e s  e o w o

s iritua  s l e  ac o d n  o Macaulay K nu is that o  instinc iv  p l e v s c r i g t a   f t e

fee ings o  on n s  wi h th  ivine or o r longings f r, n  l f e e s t e d  u  o a d

inti ti ns of m r ality” ( 0 . Rel g ous o  p ri u l e ement i  ma o i mo t  1 ) i i r s i t a l n

Afric n ma  har cte izes our r l ti nship wit  th  i ine  with a  n c a r e a o h e d v ,

Go  and or the go s  t is n ndu itable act tha  h s s n e of d   d . I a i b f t t i e s  

r li i n s pro t on of ral e cel enc . I  is t e e s  o  re igion e g o i mo i mo x l e t  h s n e f l

t a  atu a ly ndow d n wi h r s e t f r u n life and human h t n r l e e ma  t e p c  o  h ma  

dig i y  Aki pel  says, “s ch a r spe t e init ly lack d pth nd n t . n u  u e c d f e e  a

aut ori y if a e  si ly on r l c nsi e a ion o  r l h t b s d mp mo a o d r t r mo a

arr n em nts etwe n m n, except of o r e  if the rali y s a g e  b e  e c u s , mo t  i

conceived as ne n  he same wit  t e r li i n in t e fi s  instance” o a d t  h h e g o  h  r t

( 7).3

Th eats oAfrican Valuer t  s

  Th  in rusion f for i n cu ture  through t e medi  facilit t d by e t o  e g  l s h  a a e   

adva c d commu i a ions t c nol gy is fast c u ing most fri a sn e n c t e h o   a s  A c n  

t  o e ti s wit  heir r o s. Some Afric ns e l that they a e to eo l s  e  h t  o t a f e  h v  b  

l k  A ri ans n o d r t  be u c s ful a d ha p  They r p a ei e me c i r e  o s c e s n p y.  e l c  

their am s  c ot es, r , mu ic, we dings, lite a ures, lan u ge, n e , l h  a t s d r t g a  

rel g ons  life styl s a d v lue  with We tern ones. Afr can  cheri hi i ,  e  n  a s s  i s s  

ev r thing West r ; h y take glory in Weste n values t e e ye y e n t e  r  h r b  

elegat n  A rican val es.r i g f u

dinlo u 2 09) pines h t t e ri a  pra t ces, e evanc  a d A f  ( 0 o  t a h Af c n c i  r l e n
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fun ti ns are b i g soci l y isfi ure  by h  i t usion f We tern c o e n  a l d g d  t e n r o  s

v lue . Afr can wa s of d i g thi gs a e b comi g prim ti e  a s i  y  o n  n r e n  i v ,

a c a c and e r ttably n c ept ble i  p blic domai .r h i r g e u a c a  n u n

As it is n w, a l ver the c n inent o g a ter th  olo i l peri d,  o  l o   o t l n f e c n a o

Afric n  are a opt n  new a i s a d ac u ri g e t s es e ive  a s d i g h b t n  q i n n w a t d r d

f o  est r  ulture, f en o s d red p o r s ive in r lati n t  r m W e n c o t c n i e  r g e s  e o o

tradit o a  culture. I  most A rican coun ri s  n ige o s langua e  i n l n f t e , i d n u  g s

a e now le r t a   e o d langua e t a  s al o t u ht w th En l sh. r  a n s a s c n g  h t i s  a g i g i

No one e ms t  ta e Af ican a g ages seri usl . They s e t   s e  o k r l n u o y e m o

have not i g o offer e c p  in v r d y c nomi  c mmunicat o  h n t x e t e e y a e o c o i n

bet e  "member  o  families nd i f r al conv rsatio  wit  we n s f a n o m e n h

f iends and ollea u s .r  c g e "

Fu ther r , Mu asa 2 0 :  bserves t a  wn r  f the langu ge r mo e t 0 3 6 o h t o e s o   a

do n t s e much a u  in t e indigenous lan u ge a d t  w r e  the o  e v l e  h g a n  o o s n

situa ion, authorit es s e  to b  r l c a t o ensure t a  i d g n us t  i e m  e e u t n t  h t n i e o

l nguage  b  a propria e ega  provis o , assume thei  rightf l ole a s y p t  l l i n r u  r

as f offic al c mmunicatio  in u l c ff irs, admin stra ive nd o  i o n p b i a a  i t a

ed c tional d ma n . Th s s a r ble si ce ultural e it ge nd u a o i s i i p o m n c h r a a

kn wledge i  p s e  o  through u  each g n r ti n y h  u e of o  s a s d n o t e e a o b t e s  

indigeno s l n uageu  a g  

he Need for preciat  and Prese vation of Af i an Valu sT Ap ion r  r c  e

ccording o B mGbose ( 9 8:9) “T e e ects o  t e con inued A t  a 1 9 h ff f h  t

o nan e o  f r ign la guag s ove  i d g n us ang a e  ca  bed mi c  ff o e  n e  r n i e o l u g s n  
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abl  to comm nic t  in an in i idu l's ir t or ind gen u  langu g  e u a e d v a  f s i o s a e
conn c s a person t  hi  ethnic r u  a d he ps o s ape  p rson'  e t  o s g o p n  l t  h a e s
i e t ty. S e kin  a l n uage does n t depe d on t e pe ipheral d n i p a g  a g  o  n   h  r
know e g  of t e la guag . It d pend  o  t e bility o xpr s  l d e h n e e s n h  a  t  e e s
o eself ad q a e y i  the prov rbs and id o  of h  langu g  n  e u t l n  e i ms t e a e
c mmu i y  T e e p o e b , d oms  r d l s r  a e  an  o n t . h s  r v r s i i , i d e a e b s d d
d t r i ed by t e cult r  o  th  c mmu i y  A so, f mil a it  wit  e e m n  h u e f e o n t . l a i r y h
p o erb , r ddles and i ioms o   om nity, me n  a thoroug  r v s  i  d f a c mu  a s h
k ow e g  of t at commu i y. T is is bec u e h s  a e drawn fr m n l d e h n t h  a s  t e e r   o
a d ref r t  h  nvi o me t  n  soci l o d r a d be a i u  n e  o t e e r n n , a d a  r e  n h v o r
c mmo  n t a  o un ty. hey e erm n  h  orms o  ction i  o n i  h t c mm i T d t i e t e n  f a  n
the commu i y and bove all, hey are ida ti  in a u e   n t  a   t   d c c n t r .

Conc u ionl s
Ind gen u  l n uages a e a u b e isto ica  part of th  Af ic ns' i o s a g r v l a l h r l   e r a
c lt r l heri age  he  contain complex u der t n i g of a ers ns' u u a  t . T y  n s a d n   p o
c lt r  a d h ir o necti n i h he la d. L n uage i  a  e sen ia  u u e n t e c n o  w t  t n a g  s n s t l
p r  o  n  nt i s call  l n e  o indi enou  pe p e ' ways f li e  a t f a d i r n i y i k d t  g s o l s  o  f ,
c lt r  a d identi ie . a guag s mb d  ma y indi enou  v lue  u u e n t s L n e  e o y n g s a s
a d co c p s a d o t in in i e ous e ple ' istori s a d n  n e t n c n a d g n p o s h e  n
d v lop n . A ri a a  alu s t at ar  in o s nance th he  e e me t f c h s v e  h e c n o wi  r
env ronment n  c n i io . Be n  able o c mmu i a e e fe t velyi a d o d t n  i g t o n c t  f c i  
in a  i d v d a s' f rst or ho e lan u ge mot er t ngue  c nnect  a n n i i u l i m g a ( h o ) o s
person to thei  e h i  g o p and e p  to s a e a pe son ' d n it  In r t n c r u  h l s h p  r s  i e t y.
si le erm , to r s rve Afr c n val es w i h are at the v rg  of mp t s p e e  i a  u h c  e e
exti c ion A r can  mu t tart w th b i g proud of o r n i e ous n t , f i s s s  i e n   u  i d g n
la guag  whic  s art o  our cul u a  h r tage. Th s s es e t al n e h i p  f t r l e i i i s n i
becau e if we d  o  p r c a e our own cul u a  val e, h re i  o s    o n t a p e i t t r l u t e s n
w y e a  p e e v  fr m n g tive n luenc s. t is mport n  toa  w c n r s r e o e a i f e  I i a t  
st ess f ndamenta ly th t urg n  a d ore decisi e teps eed to er u l a  e t n  m v  s n  b  
ta e  i  orde  to reo der n  r ver e th  evan s e t rend o  c l u alk n n r r a d e s  e e c n t f u t r  
mp ine s, wi hou  hich Afr c  y ex e ience s a o s of c l urale t s  t t w i a ma  p r  e s n  u t  
xtinc ion a d drough  of Afr can v l e . his can n y be p s iblee t n  t i  a u s T  o l  o s  
h o g  ind gen u  la guag st r u h i o s n e .
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