Conversion and traditional architecture in Kumasi Adarkwa and Oppong

GENTRIFICATION, USE CONVERSION AND TRADITIONAL
ARCHITECTURE IN KUMASI’S CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT - CASE STUDY OF ODUM PRECINCT

K. K. Adarkwa ' and R. A. Oppong ?
"Department of Planning,
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Techuology
(KNUST) Kumasi, Ghana
*Department of Architecture,
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology
(KNUST) Kumasi, Ghana

ABSTRACT

The process of gentrification unfolding in parts of Kumasi’s Central Business District (CBD) is cap-
tured in this paper to facllitate an understanding of the change process at work; namely, the inva-
sion and succession of old run-down traditional residential buildings by high rent yielding commer-
cial developments.The study reveals that the process at work bears semblance with similar processes
documented elsewhere in literature. Nonetheless, there are subtle differences. For example, the gen-
trifiers are not in the middle income category. Instead, they are in the low income category and per-
ceive the process as a way of attracting investments to develop their properties without relinquishing
their rights for posterity. The process also involves complete construction of new structures rather
than refurbishment, remoidelling or renovation. The location of displaced residents affected by the
process is varied but is primarily dependent on income and average rents prevailing in various parts
of the city. The link between gentrification and traditional architecture is also explored but the im-
pact of the latter on the former is seen largely as being negative although streetscapes haye been
enhanced and skylines improved to reflect a more productive use of prime land. Consequently, the
study has established a close link between gentrification, use conversion and the traditional archi-
tecture of the study area. It is argued that an understanding of the gentrification process in the
study area is basic to a more efficient management of the change process at play in the CBD of Ku-
masi. To facilitate this, the extent of invasion and succession of residential uses by commercial in-
terests in the CBD needs to be ascertained.

Keywords: Gentrification, Use Conversion, Tradi-

tional Architecture, Kumasi, Central Business Dis-
trict

INTRODUCTION
Opinion is divided about the immediate effects or
long-term impacts of various cconomic reforms

implemented in the recent past in Ghana. For cx-
ample, while some writers and commentators are
of the view that these reforms have corrected sev-
cral structural imbalances in the economy, others
argue that their impacts have been cosmetic and are
yet to be felt by the ordinary Ghanaian. 1lowever,
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in spite of all these view points, the effects of these
bold economic policy initiatives are now visible in
most medium sized and large settlements in Ghana.
Various consumer goods are now more readily
available; albeit at prices which may be out of
reach of many Ghanaians. Economic activities in
general and petty commodity trading in all kinds of
goods in particular, are visible in various parts of
our cities; particularly in the Central Business Dis-
trict (CBD) and along major transportation arterials
(Adarkwa and Post, 2001).

In Kumasi’s CBD, for example, commercial activi-
ties take place on almost every available space and
these uses are gradually invading and converting
various low class residential buildings into other
uses and as a result, inner city residents are being
forced by economic circumstances, to relocate to
different parts of the city. In the process, their origi-
nal land spaces and structures are taken over by
high rent yielding properties such as shops, offices
and mixed commercialresidential development
even though the latter land use type is not very
popular. In all cases, some remodelling, renovation
or refurbishment of the old structures takes place.
In some cases new structures are being developed
nstead.

While the foregoing process is very similar to what
takes place in cities in other parts of the world and
could be referred to as gentrification, the process in
Ghanaian cities presents very interesting features
and dynamics which are yet to be properly under-
stood. For example, who are the people displaced
by this process of invasion and succession? Where
do they relocate when their properties are invaded
by commercial interests? Can the extent and the
rate of gentrification be ascertained? What effect,
if any, does the process have on the traditional ar-
chitecture of the CBD? How best can such archi-
tecture be preserved?

The foregoing are some of the concerns addressed
in this paper. In particular, the paper examines the
link, if any, between gentrification, use conversion
and traditional architecture of the CBD by an ex-
amination of a major precinct in the CBD of Ku-

masi, Odum Commercial Precinct. To adequately
answer the questions of interest in this paper, a
short overview of the concept of gentrification and
the methods used in this research are presented.

OVERVIEW OF GENTRIFICATION
Gentrification, in its generic sense, simply refers to
a physical, social, economic or cultural phenome-
non through which inner city neighbourhoods are
converted into more affluent middle class commu-
nities. The conversion is achieved through renova-
tion, remodelling or refurbishment which results in
increased property values and the relocation of the
poor. Deteriorated portions of human settlements
including areas of architectural or historic impor-
tance are attractive for gentrification as the case in
Kumasi’s CBD would reveal.

Reasons for gentrification are many and varied but
they can all be grouped under the production-side
or consumption-side arguments, On the produc-
tion-side, Smith (1987) uses his classical rent-gap
theory to explain the phenomenon simply through
economics in the sense that capital flow and the
productivity of human settlements tend to attract
capital towards the development of such areas. In
other words, an inflow of investments would fuel
gentrification implying that less investment or
“devolution” of the inner city capital would result
in neglect of its related properties. In addition, in-
ner city land price also falls relative to land prices
on the periphery. According to Smith (1987), when
the rent-gap is wide, developers and other stake-
holders will see the potential profit to be obtained
by developing them for new residents as a way of
closing the gap. The need to close the rent-gap is
primarily to result in a higher and more productive
use of land. Other writers including larvey et. al.
(1999), Davis (1994) and Clark (1995) tend to sup-
port the framework provided by the production-
side framework.

On the other hand, the consumption-side theory
emphasises the need to understand the characteris-
tics of gentrifiers as a basis for better understanding
the process. It is argued that these socio-economic
characteristics are such that in a service-based
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economy, such people would desire to be within
the proximity of their work places. These are the
young professionals with a relatively high dispos-
able income and service oriented jobs in the urban
core. While this may have limited application to
the contemporary situation in Ghana, it is still plau-
sible to understand the unfolding process using this
framework. Other proponents of the consumption-
side theory include Wetzel (2001) and Alejandrino
(2000).

In Ghana, gentrification may not be occurring at a
very fast pace but it is still occurring in various
settlements in patterns which have not yet been
studied extensively for us to clearly understand its
form and dynamics. Some inner city areas in the
five large centres of Accra, Tema, Kumasi, Se-
kondi-Takoradi and Tamale; particularly their
CBDs, appear to be undergoing a wave of redevel-
opment, remodelling and refurbishment to accom-
modate new offices, shops as well as other related
uses. In Kumasi, for example, in addition to the
CBD other sub - centres in areas such as Tafo,
Asafo and Bantama also appear to be redeveloping
individual properties, particularly along major arte-
rials, to accommodate new office and commercial
uses. In virtually all the cases, the original uses
were the traditional poor and low-income residen-
tial accommodation which appears to have been
neglected for many years but are located on prime
land. It is within the context of the foregoing that a
major precinct within the CBD was studied with
the view to providing some answers to the ques-
tions of concern in this paper.

STUDY AREA AND DATA COLLECTION
METHODS

The study area is located within Kumasi’s CBD
and it is part of the original nucleus of the city
which has now expanded to include other nearby
villages to become suburbs of the city of Kumasi
(Figure 1). The study area is bounded in the south
by Guggisberg Road and Bogyiwa Street, on the
east by Prempeh II Street, on the north by Stewart
Avenue. On the extreme west of the study arca is
the State Transport Company (STC) Road (Figure

2). The area enjoys a high level of accessibility to
every part of the city on account of its proximity to

" several central functions and a major transportation

hub; Kejetia Lorry Park. The study area is also
within a distance of about 1.5km from the city’s
Central Market.

The precinct, which occupies an area of about six
acres, is zoned predominantly commercial but it
has a high degree of mixed commercial/residential
uses dotted all over the area. A ground count of all
existing buildings revealed that there are nearly
105 building structures; about 90 percent of which
are predominantly used for commercial purposes.
Densities are fairly high, averaging about 20 build-
ings per acre. This is certainly one of the highest
recorded building densities in the city which vary
from about four buildings per acre in the low den-
sity high-income residential areas to about 15
buildings per acre in the high density low-income
areas. On the other hand, residential densities are
relatively low, estimated to be about 60 persons per
acre, primarily on account of the overall function
that the area performs as the commercial hub of all
business activities in the city of Kumasi.

It is to be further noted that the precinct is sur-
rounded on all sides by conunercial land uses on
which brisk business takes place. In spite of all
these, it sounds rather ironical to observe that run-
down, poorly maintained and deteriorated old
buildings are still located on prime lands with

potential values which are far more in excess of

their current  values. This situation gives rise to
gentrification and, in the words of Smith (1987), it
facilitates the narrowing of the rent-gap between
the various adjoining land uses within the CBD.

The Odum precinct is also part of the historic core
of Kumasi with important landmarks including the
following:

1. the Odumhene’s (Chief of Odum’s) Palace
and Mausoleum of the first Queen of Ashanti;
the Palace and Mausolecum of the Akyenpem-
hene of Kumasi;

o
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Figure 1 - Map of Kumasi showing major suburbs
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Figure 2—  Map of portion of Kumasi’s CBD showing the study area (Odum Precinct)
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3. Kumasihene’s (King of Kumasi’s) Palace; and
4, Premier traditional houses in Kumasi.

In addition to all these, there are also two blighted
areas or zones within the precinct which are hardly
patronised by most people because they are well
known “red-light districts”. Apart from the forego-
ing, there are other recently developed structures
which are aesthetically pleasing and have been
developed in areas which were once occupied by
single storey traditional family houses. A detailed
breakdown of the types of building structures in the
precinct is presented in the next section.

To facilitate data collection, buildings in the study
area were classified into five clusters from which
samples of cach building type were surveyed
(Table 1). Where parts of the buildings were used
for residential purposes, households were also se-
lected from eachof the clusters for interviewing.
Methods for data collection made use of a combi-
nation of both quantitative and qualitative tech-
niques. First, extensive use was made of a formal
interview o f selected households and residents as
well as house owners in the precinct. In all, a total
of 24 households and about 120 residents were

covered in the interviews as summarised in Table
1. Second, focus group discussions were held with
stakeholders comprising land owners, tenants,
property owners, traditional authorities and shop-
pers. Third, physical inventory of buildings and
other construction materials as well as cartographic
recordings of buildings were undertaken over a
five-day period. Finally, photographs of buildings
were taken and analysed within the context of the
study’s objectives. In view of the fact that there are
no comprehensive data on various houses or prop-
erties within the precinct for various points in time,
we had to make intelligent inferences from earlier
accounts by other writers; including Korboe
(2001).

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

A detailed breakdown of the building types is pre-
sented in Table 1 and also shown in Figure 2. It is
clear from Table 1 that out of the total of 105 build-
ings in the precinct, only two or about 2 percent are
of architectural, cultural and historic or landscape
significance which have to be preserved. These
structures which include some traditional houses
and Chiefs” palaces would necessarily have to be
protected from the process of invasion and succes-

Table I — Classification of Buildings by Proportion of Buildings Surveyed and Residents Interviewed

No. of Housc- No. of
Type of Building No. of Percent- holds inter- Percent- Residents  Percent-
Buildings age viewed age inter- age
: viewed
Gentrified Buildings
(Undcr Construction) 20 19.0 3 12.5 18 15.0
Gentrificd Buildings
(Completed) 17 16.2 6 25.0 29 242
Buildings yet to be
Gentrified 66 62.9 14 58.3 70 583
Buildings not to be
Gentrified for cultural
and architectural rea-
sons (landmarks) 2 1.9 1 4.2 3 25
Total 105 100.0 24 100.0 120 100.0

Source: Field Survey, January/February 2005
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sion currently unfolding in the study area (for ex-
ample, Plate 1).

A significant portion of the houses, sixty-six in
number or 62.9 percent, have not been gentrified
but are likely to be impacted by the on-going proc-
ess. This implies that in due course they will be
affected and therefore there is the need for the City
of Kumasi to adopt proactive measures to ensure
that the development which ensues maximises the
use of prime land in the CBD. Some of the palaces
(Plate 1) and some traditional family courtyard
houses (Plate 2) fall within this category of houses.

Another group of buildings in the Odum precinct

Plate

I - A view of Kumasiliene’s Palace (It is
under threat of invasion and succession but should
be protected)

are those curently under construction. In other
words, some of the old housing units are now being
converted into multi-level office and accommoda-
tion units (Plate 3). This group of houses constitute
nearly 19 percent of all buildings within the study
area and they are at various stages of completion, It
is even understood that most of the offices and
shops within such structures have already been
allocated to prospective businessmen against which
various sums of money deposit, as goodwill, have
already been paid.
these buildings, the study area will be transformed,

Following the completion of

# Letid

Plate 2 - Traditional compound house located on
prime land (stands strong possibility of gentrifica-
tion)

the skyline changed and there will be a more pro-
ductive use of land.

The last group of buildings in the study area com-
prise those that have been fully completed; the
gentrification processes virtually ended and use
conversion taken place. This group of houses con-
stitutes about 16 percent of all houses in the study
arca. Such buildings have been put to several com-
mercial uses including shops, offices, hotels and
other ancillary uses. The completion and presence
of these buildings appear to facilitate the gradual
invasion and succession of nearby run-down low

Plate 3 - Example of o ld r esidential unit (in back-
ground) converted to multi level office Building
(poorly maintained house in foreground is also can-
didate for gentrification)
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rent yielding properties (Plate 2). This is in line
with Smith’s (1987) earlier assertion that inflow of
investment would further fuel gentrification. In-
deed, it is a paradox, albeit temporarily, to see
buildings with a forlorn air of decrepitude located
on prime land in the study area. It is clear that this
statc of affairs is a combination of ownership and
use rights, planning and current market conditions.
It is on this basis that the reasons responsible for
the invasion and succession of residential uses by
commercial uses or the entire process of gentrifica-
tion are identified.

REASONS FOR GENTRIFICATION

In virtually all the cases of gentrification studied,
apart from a single plot which was developed 20
years ago from scratch, the major reason for gentri-
fication was because the buildings had deteriorated
to such an extent that there necessarily had to be
some external infusion o f capital into the area to
rchabilitate the subject buildings. The owners and
tenants in those buildings have not resisted at-
tempts or efforts to rehabilitate run-down buildings
in the Odum precincts simply because they do not
have any other viable alternatives. The general
view is that, the infusion of capital through the
refurbishment and rehabilitation of selected build-
ings is scen not only as an investment but also as a
way of carrying out the several years of neglected
maintenance of these buildings.

'The foregeing appears to be the general perception
because more than 70 percent o f the respondents
were of the view that the reason for gentrification is
deeply rooted in economics (Table 2). Their simple
explanation is that since some adjoining refur-
bished and remodelled properties are attracting
very high returns, they must also ensure that their
properties are rehabilitated, refurbished or remod-
elled so that they can also enjoy similar returns.
This then partly explains why several traditional
houses in the precinct are being demolished to
make way for properties which will e nsure more
efficient usc of space and maximum economic
returns. This group of owners and tenant have de-
veloped several innovative schemes with the devel-

opers which ensure that their interests are pro-
tected.

One of such schemes ensures that family members,
and occasionally tenants, continue to maintain an
interest in the rehabilitated property. All the floors
in the rehabilitated building are usually rented as
shops, offices and related uses but the last floor is
usually left to be used for residential purposes. In
such cases, the land is leased to the developer for

Table 2 — Ranking of Reasons for Gentrifica-
tion in Odum Precinct

No. of Per-
Reason Buildings  centage
Purpose — built 1 1.0
(Commercial )
Economic Reasons 80 76.2
Restoration/ 9 8.0
Maintenance
Aesthetic/Attraction 15 14.3
(especially the “red —
light” zones)
Total 105 100.0

Source: Field Surveys, January/February 2005

an extended period of time, say twenty years, fol-
lowing which if it not extended further under a new
agrecment, the building reverts to its original
owner(s). This may be an oversimplification of a
complex process but what is also emerging is that
funding for this particular purpose is now gradually
being procured through a combination o f various
sources including private developers, family initia-
tive, company initiative and landlord initiative
(Table 3). In addition, it is also clear that for those
who rehabilitate or refurbish the run-down build-
ings also utilise offshore resources from relatives.

There are similarities between the gentrification
process that is occurring in the study arca and those
documented clsewhere. In both cases, original resi-
dents are displaced but while in the study area,
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poor people return to the area after the properties
have been enhanced or totally demolished and re-
built in other recorded cases of gentrification, those
who return belong to the middle class. The return
of the poor to the refurbished or rehabilitated
houses may not be a widespread phenomenon and
it is likely to be further weakened because of eco-
nomic reasons. In several respects, the return of the
poor to the rehabilitated properties still with some
interest in the properties validates earlier studies on
Ghana which concluded that a building or a house
is never considered a commodity to be sold off

Table 3 - Sources of Funds for Rehabilitating
or Refurbishing Rundown Buildings

Sources of Funds No. of Percentage
Buildings

Private Developer 10 41.0

Family Initiative 4 16.7

Company Initiative 2 8.3

Landlord Initiative 4 16.7

Not Decided (but 4 16.7

Private Developer in

mind)

Total 24 100.0

Source: Field Surveys, January/February 2005

conpletely (Korboe, 2001). Even in spite of severe
economic constraints, family members do not exer-
cise the option of completely selling off or relin-
quishing their interest in land or property inherited
from their ancestors. In this respect, it is important
to note that whether the property is owned by a
family or an individual has very little influence on
whether the building is rehabilitated or not. It is in
this regard that the next section examines in detail,
the type of people displaced and where they relo-
cate; albeit temporarily.

THE DISPLACED AND WHERE THEY
RELOCATE
The survey indicates that based on income and type

of employment, displaced persons can be catego-
rised into three groups as shown in Table 4. In this
survey, family members were separated from the
low and middle income tenants so as to enable an
easy comparison with literature,

Table 4 is fairly consistent with literature which
clearly indicates that most displaced people arising
out of the gentrification process are usually low
income or poor tenants who are subsequently
replaced by middle income tenants. In the study
area, however, it is noticeable that family members
who own the old, run-down buildings which are
candidates for gentrification form 10 percent of the
respondents. This fact simply reinforces the earlier
assertion in this paper that, typically family mem-
bers in the study area and Ghana as a whole, arc
not pre-disposed to selling family property, such as
houses, in order to “buy up” as is usually the case
clsewhere. The family members displaced by gen-
trification have lived in their family houses in the
Odum precinct of the CBD for several generations.
Their strong attachment to the area, therefore,

Table 4 - Classification of Displaced People
by Income Groupings

Category No. of Percent-
People age

Low Income

(Tenants) 84 70

Middle Income

(Tenants) 24 20

Family Members

(Owners) 12 10

Tot=l 120 100.0

Source: Field Surveys, Januarv/Februdry 2005

partly explains their inordinate desire to still return
to the area following its redevelopment as a result
of which they evolve several innovative schemes to
make this desirc a reality. This is not in any way
influenced by where family members rclocate
when they are displaced.
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The displaced tenants and family members relocate
to various parts of Kumasi depending on their in-
come category. The surveys indicate that nearly 90
percent of the low income displaced tenants and
family members relocate to the peripheral areas or
suburbs in  Kumasi including Mamponteng-
Fawoade area (Figure 1) from where they com-
mute o ver the 14.5 km distance to work daily in
Kumasi. The very few, about 10 percent of this
group, who cannot afford rents in these fast grow-
ing peripheral areas relocate to their hometowns
and occasionally travel to Kumasi for well defined
purposes.

In the case of the middle income displaced tenants,
some of them (about 45 percent) relocate to arcas
such as Fumesua, Kwamo, Kentinkrono, Tafo,
Ayeduase and Kotei (Figure 1) where they may
have acquired building plots carlier on and have
started developing them. Under such circum-
stances, they are forced to move into those partially
completed houses. Usually, it is common practice
to partially develop a section of one’s house to
create spaces for accommodation while the other
parts arc completed in due course. It is interesting
to note that most of those in this group include
shop owners in the CBD and those with family
businesses either within the CBD or its proximity.

The third group of displaced people are family
members who own the traditional houses which
have run-down and are to be replaced with high
rent yielding propertics. The surveys revealed that
this group of people are treated specially by the
prospective developers. In most cases, the family
members are relocated temporarily by the devel-
oper in rented accommodation usually on the out-
skirts of the city in locations such as Pankrono,
Tafo, Bohyen and Abuakwa where rents are rela-
tively cheaper than in the CBD. This group of pco-
ple would usually continue to commute daily to
work in the CBD until the redevelopment is fully
completed and they return to occupy the last floor
of the newly built structure. This arrangement is
guarantced by a contract between the developers
and traditional owners of the buildings and the

plots. In any case, the land is usually leased to the
prospective developers for periods less that the
head lease on the land. Where the family is fairly
large, some arc forced to permanently rent rooms
in other parts of the city. This is usually determined
by the prospective developers be they private, fam-
ily, company or an initiative by the landlord as was
presented in Table 3.

EFFECTS OF GENTRIFICATION ON
TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE

As is noticeable to any casual observer, through
this gradual process of invasion and succession of
old run-down traditional houses by modern struc-
tures housing offices and shops, the traditional
architecture is also gradually giving way to the
contemporary. In the concluding section of this
paper, therefore, the effects of gentrification and
usc invasion on the traditional architectural identity
of the Odum precinct is considered.

Most of the buildings affected by the process of
gentrification are traditional courtyard houses typi-
cal of Odum in the CBD, (Plate 2). They were con-
structed of mud and timber with gable ended-roof
structures and iron sheets as the roof covering ma-
terial. The existing traditional courtyard houses
which exemplify the rich Ashanti culture appear to
be negatively impacted by the gentrification proc-
css. There is a clear loss of the traditional building
identity in respect of their form and function. The
courtyard concept is gradually being obliterated
and efforts to preserve it in the new buildings have
not been successtful: The traditional courtyard has
now been replaced with solid row or block of
buildings. Some e fforts to introduce the c oncept
into newly designed buildings have had a rather
negative effect in the sense that in some cases they
appear to have created a “tunnel effect” with poor
ventilation and very warm temperatures in building
interiors. The absence of a courtyard is a real prob-
lem for gentrifiers who return to live on the top
floors of rehabilitated buildings because most of
their previous outdoor activitics are now restricted.
There is now no space for usual groundfloor activi-
tics like fufu pounding as well as  washing and
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drying of laundry and play areas for c hildren are
now restricted in their new environment.

The extensive use of glass in the new buildings
(Plate 4) has rendered most of the gentrified build-
ings environmentally unfriendly. There is now
overdependence on electricity to provide lighting,
ventilation and air-conditioning. This may also be
partly attributed to the fact that the size of the
courtyards in most gentrified buildings, w henever
available, does not enhance cross-ventilation and
airflow through the building. However, the sensible
use of natural light, particularly in the many build-
ings in the study area which are usually occupied
during the day, offers a valuable contribution to
ways of energy saving, visual comfort and well-
being of the occupants. The reduction of the inter-
nal loads it provides when used to the greatest ex-
tent possible, makes natural lighting a key element
in the architectural design of buildings such as
those being developed in the study area. This has
been asserted by many writers on buildings and
climatology including Marocco and  Orlandi
(2000).

Even though the skyline of the study area in par-
ticular, and the CBD in general, is being enhanced
through gentrification, the complete absence of soft
landscaping elements is a matter of great concern
considering that vegetation enables a built environ-
ment to hold more water, take in carbon dioxide
and give out more oxygen. It also reduces glare
and prevents reflection between buildings from
climatic elements. Matetials such as brick, mud
and timber used in the construction of the tradi-
tional houses in the CBD result in cool environ-
mental conditions within buildings compared with
the “harsh” architecture emerging out of gentrifica-
tion.

CONCLUSION

The objective in this paper was to document and
understand an aspect of the rapidly changing char-
acter of Kumasi’s Central Business District and its
impacts on the traditional architecture. A case
study of Odum precinct revealed that there is a

‘Q(M( e———
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Plafe 4 — A demonstration of extensive use of glass in
Aseda House

gradual invasion and succession of original low
density residential d welling units by high density
commercial and office developments. While there
may be some semblance with gentrification in its
generic sense, there are major differences, Clearly,
the poor are being displaced but their spaces as
being occupied, not by middle-class communities
but by high rent yielding office and commercial
development; resulting in increased property val-
ues. In most cases, they 1'6flu11 to occupy the top-
most floor in the new developments.

As a result of the above process, a tremendous
impact on the traditional architecture is noticeable.
The skyline has changed significantly and virtually
all traditional building materials have given way to
the use of modern materials some of which are
inappropriate for tropical conditions but may be
aesthetically pleasing. The streetscape is gradually
changing to reflect a more productive use of land in
the CBD. What seems to be facilitating the process
of gentrification is the clear lack of maintenance of
the old residential structures resulting in a virtually
run-down s treetscape. On the other hand, the en-
hanced economic environment and a correspond-
ing increase in the demand for space are also con-
tributing factors.

Consequently, we have established a very close
link between the physical change process or gentri-
fication and traditional architecture. An under-
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standing of this change process is critical for a
more meaningful management and development of
the city of Kumasi considering that changes occur-
ring along the Odum Street are also at work in
other parts of the city. It will also be important to
ascertain the extent of invasion and succession in
the study area and the entire CBD while efforts are
made to preserve the traditional architecture to the
extent possible.
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