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BACKGROUND:

Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778) is probably the
best-known Swede worldwide (Figure 1). His
contributions to systematic botany presented
in his “Systema Naturae” and “Species
Plantarum” (Figure 2) gained him a great
reputation.

Figure 1. The colour portrait of Linnaeus owned by and is
on display at the Swedish Academy of Science, Stokholm,
Sweden

He enthused his students so much that 23 of
them became professors in various centres of
excellence of their time. Linnaeus was indeed
responsible for sending some of his
adventurous students to distant lands
recording and collecting. He often described
these scholars as his "Apostles". Goéran
Rothman, the subject of this work, was one of
the four Apostoles who came to North Africa
and the Middle East. The aim of this paper is
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to put together all fragmented pieces of work
that are available on Rothman’s Life and Work,
and present a first-hand English translation of
some of the original Swedish documents with
a view of stimulating further work.
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Figure 2. The cover pages of Linnaeus famous two books
representing the basis of modern Botany and Taxonomy.

HIS LIFE AND EDUCATION:

Goran Rothman was born in Skateldv
(province of Smaland) on November 30, 1739.
His father was Dr Johan Rothman (1684-
1763). Goran was the older half-brother from
his father's late marriage to Anna Elisabeth
Rudebeck. His father, a physician and
botanist, studied at Harderwijk and Leiden.
Goéran Rothman went to Uppsala for his
studies in 1757. He graduated with a Master in
Philosophy in 1761, and two years later
graduated as a medical doctor after defending
his dissertation on De Raphania under the
supervision of Carl Linnaeus on 27 May 1763.
Thereafter, he settled in Stockholm as a
practicing physician between 1763 and 1765.
In 1765, he was sent to the island of Aland
(Now in Finland) to help control the plague
which has been there for several years. After
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spending a period of time as a member of the
faculty in the College of Medicine, he was
appointed as the supervisor for quarantines in
Stockholm archipelago in 1770. Between
1773 and 1776, He made a trip to Tripoli. After
his return from Libya, he practiced medicine

1507 Rother-—Rothman. 1508
bevarar l:l! stor d:] sitt medeltidsutsoende. Dt | 1753, blef student § Lund 1708, i Upsala 1804, in-
har T kyrkor, rmsasium och e real- | skrafs 1805 | inrikes civilaxpeditonsa, der han

skola, mrolkmm.. drifsat jordbrak och vin- | 1807 blof kanalisl, irondasdes 1800 il proto-
odling: derjimto finnas fabri
af barnvagiar och leksakor, enibumaakineg | nammies 1E1s, knmmmu..um och 1514 till
och grarnverk. — R hade wnder den aldre | forste cxpeditionssckreterare samt crholl s. A
medeliiden_cgna grefrar och var 1172—1503 | afsked. Han i Stockholm 1535, Af fryce
fri wiksstad. Gemom sitt beherskande lhge ,.*. ket wigaf ham matril

ar ofver ids
et berg och sina befistningar har . ofta v adala 178 u—:sﬁa u dol, VEOT—25),
it utsatt for belsgringar, mimy ifeer Shobloster (1810), Reskeifwing
Rether (Konig Hother I uother), tysk | komgl, Riddarkolmakyrkon |1822), ‘Samiling aj
hor il Reongl iberde rang (1823: Sodje

och Ar forfattad omkr. 1150 af en vandrande ppl 1858) samt !:lgmﬂmrd‘mf.t&—&rﬁmlﬂ 2
ro Rhen-trakton. DHkten, som | del. 1828, 20). Dessutom redigerade han den
ar affattad § koria, parvis rimmade verser med | thmligen mlu-‘) ddliga »Stockholms thdaings (15924
talrikt forckommande assonanser samt rester af | --3), .
alllteration, skilirar den apuliske bnnlmpcn Tts Rothllegendes [ritlig-]. So Pormiska sy-
Frieri tll en stemet

1. man,
ke, 1672 skrifisnaliare, foddes | Vexi
Rother [rh-]. Christian von, preassisk | derade medicin i Upsals, men tox
ambetzman, L. 1775, bIot 1820 chof for den | gon cxamen, smt besaf'sig sedermo
stora bandels- och penninginstitution. som be- | trikes rosor. Ombkr, 1760 Iar han hafr
shmnes »Scchandlungs, 1831 direktor for k. | vandt, men forst 1763 upptradde ban
banken och president § rikegaldskontores samt | forfatiare, mod Thor Frimams underiipn
1636 geheimedatsministor, men loamade 1398 | Gok mitieamma tambenits it slags somanticorad
statems Ajenst, Do Undse ea fuljd af | sjoiftiogral mad inatrodds poum, smt Shaf
e aae T etatons hela, St nsforealining och dtiker fl eremabie folkets wiilptining. Af-
gaf, nitiate” Wl Sore betgdande okonomiska, e faljapde tiden” fortfar han att utgifva
skrifier 1 digens frigor, zom allid skarskida-
a do di lerskinda missoruas stind-
Frihetens  intag, ode (1T040)
rddry’ och wnderging {mot Chyd i
Samtal angdende cizelbristen (1768) m.
belning £oF sina fjcnster At partict er-

stantipopel. Den &r vigifron of bl a. I e Rothman, JTakeh Gabriel,
yoxio 4]

a8 % k. Rotherstiftung (1542), sam e
nar bostad och w:nnlu:llnﬂunlﬂd i aana | posbes
tenstembna oforsorida dottra
o' theeham, sad | West Hiding af engelska | 5.
grefikapet York, vid Rothers firening med Don
och vid flere jorovhgslinier. 34,782 innev. : 45 ban utnsmades 41l Wrestlndace or
{1B81). Stora jorn- och sthlverk, glisbrok, sig- nskontorets (176 Sin
verk, lergodisfabriker och sejlareverkstader. Sta- | namsta i koo Bk Imudulr: it
den 3 af rementkt ursprung och hade oo viss | utfoede han med Fducins parrhesicaes clier
betydenhet under den angelsachsiska tiden den pratsjuke jritataren (1708), en skrift, som
therhithe [-heith: 1 folksy dde | i de'foga beslijade personliga anfalicns hifiig=
viff], stadsdel 5. London . gre ;| et o \ll(r\dﬂ cas skirpa nf sumtiden amics

t. Den vackte ocksh allmin

35010 e | Tabites ingt och dA ¥id riksdagen 1760 hattarna
nor., mest mattoser, skeppstimmerman och ar- | Aber hade ofvervigtes, miste [, rymma ur lan-
hetare, Frmaliatts | do. stoes dockoraa: Surrey | det, med anlodning ‘af hutando ehecrikaingar
docks och Commercial docks. Med den pd an. | for’ det shtt, Bearph han skoit sin befattning vid
St Tham liggande stadsdelen Wapping | simeda kontor. Det drajde troligen e lange,
stir K. | nmnnucm gesom Thames-tangeln. | fnnan K. iterkom. = Hans ponns sar sedermora

Rotherthurm, Trajanasporten. | verksam wiealutande § det af Ploifer otgifea

Rathesay (rithae), Nafvudstat 1 shotaien gk 11..;1.“ sllohandar, Utom ofvan nafbrda skrif-
skapet Bute, ph norddsira sidan af on Buse, | ter off i afven i af
Tid en vik af Firth of Clyde, 201 inncr, | »Qvinnolynnet sbor o o o behagar
(I581). Staden har en forteafilig hamn och ¢ | frucatimeens af Voltaire (1765), =Betrabtolss
GIL Iy of sitt milds Kiimat o mycket bestkt | Ofver fordna feia samhillens upkomst och fall~
badort. Hufvudniringem &r fiske, I stades | af Montagu (1766) m. m. K. sfed | \,roclj nlm
ligga ruincrna af ett slott, som cnligt nigras | 1 sluet af Juni |r.z.
fisigt uppforts . af Magnus Barfot omkr. 1098, Rothman,
coligt andras af shttas vid samma 1id il for:

F

SYAL WOt DOTTE AN Efter denna ma mr . 3,
prinsen al Wales Wteln »duke. of Tothom 1757, filos. magister 1761 och med. doktor 1763,
Ihl iilden. Se “'{’-"KY“‘ efter en disputation uml..v Linn e raphasia.
a Rothiire, Han praktisgrade doreftor | Stockholm och sandes

lulnl pfurnr'L un tyska naumr:l ph rod | 1765 till Aland for stt himms en der under
kopparmalm. parmalm flere dir gangee fareot, hvari han Iyckades. I,
THothileh, [m-) Harl Frodrik, blografisk | bitridde sedermens vid pratokollet’ | Collegium
ech bistorisk samlare, fodd ph Sadeshult Smiland, | medicom och blef 1770 karantinstakare § Stock-

Figure 3A & 3B
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and teaching for two years and died in
Stockholm on December 3, 1778 at the very
young age of 39. Linnaeus and Voltaire died in
the same year (Figure 3A &B).
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Figure3: 3A above &3B below are scanned pages from the Swedish biography list and Swedish family names book. Some of
these were translated into English for the first time in this article (electronically using Google translate online and verified by Dr

Sameer Al-Sadawi, of SKMC, Abu Dhabi, UAE)

HIS WORK:

Goran Rothman became a physician, botanist,
translator and author. Unfortunately, he is
amongst the least known apostles of
Linnaeus. Rothman defended his dissertation
on “De Raphania” on 27th May 1763 (Figure
4). A botanico-medical treatise on the disease
Raphania (ergotism), recognized by Linnaeus
to result from eating bread from freshly
harvested grain and erroneously ascribed to
the presence of seed of the weed Raphanus
raphanistrum L.; common radish (Figure 5).

In 1770, whilst working as the supervisor for
guarantines in Stockholm archipelago and
residing in Stockholm, Abderhman- the envoy
of Tripoli in Sweden- promised Rothman all
possible support if he would accompany him
on a travel to Africa. This idea was taken up by
the Swedish Academy of Science who drew
the proposals for this journey and promised to
make a contribution towards the costs of this
journey provided that he travels to visit North
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Africa and inner Africa to carry out studies and
bring collections of local plants. Rothaman
started his journey in 1773 accompanied by
Abderhman. This would have been during the
first Al-Qaramanli dynasty who ruled from
1711 to 1835 in Tripolitania. The dates of his
visit would coincide with the reign of Ali Pasha
I who reined from 1754-1793. However, the
promised financial support from both
Abderhaman and the Swedish Academy of
Science did not materialize to the extent that
Rothman had to start thinking about returning
back to Sweden shortly after his arrival in
Tripoli.

“The expedition was apparently not the idea of
Linnaeus, but had been requested by an
envoy in that region. The expedition was far
from successful, and although not himself
directly at fault for its failure, Rothman suffered
misery for the remainder of his life. He died in
Stockholm two years later on 4.12.1778.” He
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spent the last two years as a teacher in the
college of medicine and practicing physician.
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Figure 4. The cover page of Goran Rothman'’s dissertation
and the illustration of the plant subject of the dissertation.
From the website of The Hunt Institute for Botanical
Documentation. Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, USA.

As a fan of literature, he published several
successful works and translations. Important
translations included Voltaire’s classic tale of
“Zadig” originally published in 1747. He also
translated “Eloisa letters to Belard” poems of
the English essayist Alexander Pope (1688-
1744). Rothman also translated some work of
Ranieri de' Calzabigi (1714-1795) who was an
Italian poet and librettist, most famous for his
collaboration with the composer Christoph
Willibald Gluck (1714-1787) on the reform
operas. Rothman translated his opera
“Orpheus and Eurydice” which was well
received when played in 1757 with music
composed by Gluck. He also translated the
newer opera “Alcides”. He has written several
small pieces of poem and essay for
magazines. In addition, he left several
unpublished manuscripts and translations. It
has been suggested that some of Rothmans
work has been attributed wrongly to others.
Some of the correspondence from Rothaman
about his trip to Africa was published by
Gjorwell in his magazine between 1774 and
1776 (probably this was referring to Carl
Christoffer ~ Gjorwell (1731-1811) in his
magazine “The Swedish Mercury” which can
be considered the beginning of Swedish
criticism. Little is known about his collections
since there are no letters or specimens sent to
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Figure 5. The figure of Raphanus raphanistrum from
Goran Rothman'’s thesis.

Linnaeus who, at that time, was in failing
health. It is often stated that “circumstances
prevented his work from being as
comprehensive as he had hoped” but no
information on the obstacle is available yet.
His collections and unpublished diary are in
Sweden, Bergianska collections, Kungliga
Vetenskapsakademien Stockholm “Resa till
Tripoli ar 1773-1776".

Rothman’s name is remembered by the genus
Rothmannia (Figure 6) which was named after
him by his friend the Swedish botanist Carl
Peter Thunberg (1743-1828) a Swedish
naturalist known as "the father of South
African botany" and the "Japanese Linnaeus".
There is nothing in the literature to indicate
why the genus was named after Rothman.

Figure 6. The photo of the flower from the genus
Rothmania named after Goran Rothman by one of his
friends perhaps in sympathy with his failed expedition in
North Africa
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR
RESEARCH

“The Linnaeus Apostles - Global Science &
Adventure” project has been underway by the
IK Foundation & Company. The publication of
a major international series of eight volumes is
in motion. All the accounts of the apostles'
journeys to every continent will be published
here for the first time in English. Volume Four
will be of particular interest. It is due in 2008
and will cover Europe, North East and West
Africa and the Middle East. Work of Apostles
who visited these places including Goéran
Rothman will be covered. Subtitle 1 is devoted
to Goéran Rothman’s journal and letters on
Sweden, Denmark, Tunisia and Libya. The
main source for this section is his Journey to
Tripoli in 1773 Translated from the Swedish
manuscript; Resa till Tripoli ar 1773 af G.
Rothman. Once published, this first translation
into English will be of great value to
researchers with an interest in the history of
that era.
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