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This study aims at identifying and documegti [ xicon found
in Lukabarasi language discourse, one of languages
spoken in Western Kenya. The purpo t how much archaic
eco-lexicon is in Lukabarasi, and esta level of threat and
extinction of such lexicon. The resear rd collection to get
eaker’s intuition and
iar with the Lukabarasi

uses rapid
nativ

eco-lexicon generates the wo nalysis. The existence of the archaic
Lukabarasi eco-lexicons indica Baafing richness of the Kabarasi
environment. Lukabarasi eco-lex Beginning Threatened level
(level 3). Therefore, there is needQr such lexicons to be identified and

documented. This wi or preservation of the language,
i le as expressed in language related

xander and Stibbe (2014: 104-5) term as “the impact of
he life-sustaining relationships among humans, other
2nd the physical environment”. This is influenced by the fact

o time and by the influence modernism, schooling and
ilingualism, some of the frequency of using some of the Kabarasi
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lexicon in native speakers’ discourses is getting weaker and wea

remains poorly understood, with limited published mater}
research. There is therefore a strong need to und
encoding of the ecological wealth of the Kabarasi

cultural peculiarities of speech communities th
environment. However, some of these lexg

become the living spaces of those langMages. This can have significant
influence on the interaction and interrelqa community and
the existing environment. Furthermore, t some ecosystems

when the environment changes, th§gfanguage that lives in the speech
changes over time. In the same ligh®, language level that may change
quickly is the lexico observes that such change is

influenced by threg Si igluding ideological, social or

for producing, encoding sustaining, and
indigenous knowledge that can be lost if the present
it. Further, due to continued domination of

¥ the surrounding natural environment within a given
. Thus, by investigating Lukabarasi eco-lexicon, the
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is threatened with extinction. This is because of th
of its significance and negative mother tong
stakeholders; the learning institutions and the ge

Several studies have been done on
(2016) examined the phonological adaptati rasi loan words.
She established the morpho-phonologic
borrowed words, and the fact that n
Lukabarasi due to language contact. by Mukulo (2016)

, monophthongization
el epenthesis. Another

artists in the framework of EleaRg@t Prot#types Theory. The prominent
features of style were found to % displacement because the Kabarasi

features such as allegory #symbolism, euphemism, neologism
and code-switchip# ace-saving act. Although these studies
only provide a i description of Lukabarasi lexicon, there is need
for an in-deptyandlysis on § preserve efforts to maintain the existence

elates archaic lexicon to vocabulary though not
linguistic #orm usually used in the past time, but now it is out
ed by Karagulova et al., (2016), many archaic words
their meaning or are no longer used by speakers in
the present investigation, our focus was on the archaism
ra and fauna. Scholars are yet to agree on the distinction

ans a word that is completely out of use. In contrast to obsolete,
i archaic term is still known today as a part of the language (Traxel,
However, Antrushina et al. (2008) content that the distinction
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are ancient and are no longer used in daily conversatio
be found in literary or other written documents.

Language revitalization
Language revitalization is defined as an effo
function of language use for languages that ar
or language death (King, 2001). In this vie
an effort to increase the vitality of any
vitality, the vocabulary of a language
develop and protect such lexis as well
this connection, revitalization in this c

concerned with how the languad
and fauna. Thus, the research so ,
preservation of the language, which

be us€d as future reference for the
language researchers, historians and th§future generation.

Research on thgff®% chaic vocabulary has been done
by several language study was conducted by Dewi et al.
in (2018) who soug various archaic vocabularies in Kaba
Cindua Mato (K 'ct of this study was the archaic vocabulary

found in the e archaic vocabulary referred to in this
study was th the KCM manuscript, but was no longer

revealed th bulary in the KCM manuscript was almost no
of the Minangkabau language today. If the

Haidir and Sinar (2019) examined archaic vocabulary
efforts to revitalize the Panai Malay Language (PML).
ed that the archaic PML eco-lexicon includes the home eco-
on, wood, flora, fauna and fish. Further, it was revealed that the flora
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eco-lexicon is the most archaic eco-lexicon and that PML i
Beginning Threatened level (level 3). This study points to the
some vocabularies may become extinct if not identified and
For the present study, there was need to establish the pot
threat to Lukabarasi archaic eco-lexicon.

The Ecolinguistic Theory
This research was conducted based on Ecolinguistic
is a discipline that examines the environment and
Alexander & Stibbe (2014), ecolinguistics is con

organisms and the physical environment.
towards preserving relationships which s
language is very closely related to its envi
be lost or extinct if the ecology that

ise is that
e language can
0 extinct. The

nment. Thus!
ports it is

L co-lexicon changes in
accordance with the times and so e speakers speaking a

negative attitudes of th
modernization, schooli

g the language, influenced by
phift. Based on empirical facts,

meanings, let al aeryday speech events. In this regard,
language resear 1on and document such eco-lexicon so
that the langu bulary is noflost and extinct without us knowing.

, 250 words were collected from 5 key informants
aive speaker’s intuition (150 from flora and 100 from
andom sampling was used by selecting every third item
o categories to reduce the words to 83 for analysis (50
ora and 33 from fauna). A digital camera is used to capture the plant
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and animal species bearing the eco-lexicons. The collected words
subjected to a Focus Group Discussion involving 12 native spea
Lukabarasi. Photos of the plant and animal species were also fise§
ascertain whether the respondents recognize the names of the

eco-lexicon were also linked to interrelation and i
respondents in the area with their natural environ

species bearing these lexicons.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The Existence of Archaic Vocabulary
The utilization of eco-lexicon in a speech comm ave a significant
influence on how the community iNgagact with the environment. Fill and
Muhlhauser (2001) argue that a harn\1To%e Baisence between humans
and nature is greatly determined by the ® icoptypes are familiar to the

people. Given this, the knowledge of thgenvironment lexicon facilitates
interactions and interrelatioggmns Wandence between society and
nature. For the present ca; establish the manifestation of
the wealth of its enviro \ i Ebarasi speakers.

Responses from the L shown on tables 1 and 2 below, which
provided the status i ihather or not it is still recognized and

abarasi English gloss Receptor responses

ord A [B [C [ Number
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1 Eyingore Very healthy, mature | 4 3 5 12
maize plant

2 Amakhola Dry banana fibres 6 4 2 12

3 Emikusa Type of plant fibre 12

used for tying grass
when roofing a house

4 Eshimechelo | Type of edible
mushroom

5 Ovukufuma | Type of edible
mushroom

6 Elibanze Type of weeds that
looks similar to millet

7 Amatere Type of edible
mushroom

8 ovusinde Type of grass used for
making brooms

9 ovweywe Type of grass for
roofing a house

10 Elise Type of grass

founding swa

11 Eshirietso Type of wild edi 8 12

vegetable

12 Eyimbindi 3 7 12

13 Eshirakalu 2 2 8 12

14 Elifwora 3 2 7 12

15 Eyindere 3 2 7 12

16 Esarati 3 2 7 12
17 medicinal | 2 3 7 12
18 45 |46 | 113 | 204
19 22 |23 |55 100
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As revealed from the data collected in Tables 1, most words
used and out of date. This is inferred from the frequen
lexicon among the respondents.

Indigenous food from plants

Eshimechelo, amatere and oviova are types of edi
growing at the onset of rains between the mo
There are several edible and non-edible m
Kabarasi. However, as revealed form the co ost respondents
were not familiar with the two items. Simi gftierema and
esarati (types of vegetables) elicited of correct

variety of traditional foods in the [ the lexicons are
threatened with extinction. The trend i
as elifwora which had 7 respondents ( i cognizing nor using
the item. This explains why such lexicon
generation.

Haidir and Sinar (201
everyday communication, they m
However, such extinction may
environment as the peqagmmare less lik
the items that bear 3
with its significan

hen words are not used in
ome Jrchaic and eventually extinct.
0 have a negative impact on the
positively identify and preserve
s because they may not be aware

Medicinal Pl
The enviro
surroundi

ide medicinal plants for the community
can only be realized if people are in a
dicinal plants. From the data collected, it was

nt can also pr

and eyimbifidi were not known by most respondents. For
ofg¢he 12 respondents neither recognized nor used the three

ation recognize this type of plant due to their one-sided

@ i medicine.
RAilding materials
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The surrounding environment is a rich source of building materigi
community. However, our data established that some building
the environment were no longer recognized by the res
instance, the word ovweywe (type of long grass for roofj

people each (50%) neither using nor recognizing them.
the fact that nowadays, it very difficult to find the t
fibers for roofing houses within the Kabarasi envirg,

speakers.

In the past for instance, Kakame
forest cover harbouring a variety of indi
Now, a considerable numbers species is tinction, mainly
because of anthropogenic impacts su loitation, habitat
destruction, introduction of exotic species on. In addition, the

Now, grass for thatching houses a result, the community
tends to build houses no longer usi al grass thatched roof, but
houses with iron roofs. What are the §ghsequences? Of course, it will bring

no longer used in cong may gradually become archaic

The potential for S exicon insecurity from extinction is
beginning to be aracteristics of native speakers in the
Kakamega No st, some residents, especially the elites
code switch er foreign languages such as English and
Kiswahili ommunication. Furthermore, Kakamega North Sub

0 have bought land among the Kabarasi
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Eco-lexicon related to Fauna

This was the second category of the data collected. Results are Sum

in Table 2 below;

Table 2: Vocabulary of Archaic Lukabarasi Connected t

Fauna

S.NO | Kabarasi word | English gloss

1 Eshichenyelwa | Rock dossier

2 Eyinyanyanza | Centipede

3 Eshilikoma Puff adder

4 Eyimbulu Monitor Lizard

5 Eyimuma Type of mud fjgh

6 Elinefwe Type of edibl
ant

7 Amafetere Type of edible 5 |12
termi

8 Eshing’unyuny | Type 0 2 2 8 |12

unyu

9 Etsindukunduku | Type of tegites not | 4 2 |6 |12

10 Elitwitwi 4 3 5 |12

11 4 |2 |6 |12

12 2 3 |7 |12

13 Type 0f insect 2 2 |8 |12
Tgpbeworm 2 4 6 |12

37 |38 |93 ]168
22 |23 |55 100
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different varieties of fish. However, the fish are almost exg
pollution of rivers and reclamation of swampy areas for#
settlement. The consequence is that words related to the di

least number of correct receptor responses.

Names of birds and other wild animals

Due to the destruction of the rich forest cover,

elitwitwi (type of bird) and eshichenyelwa (t imals) are rare to

find within the Kabarasi environment. This, n fmals are not

recognized by the respondents.
The level of threat and extinc

by referring to the opinions of Greno 2006) which made
the criteria used by UNESCO, the
languages classified 6 scales; Level 1, Sa Risky, Level 3 Starting
to be Threatened, Level 4 Se onditions, Level 5 Almost Extinct, and
Level 6 Extinct.
Grenoble & Whaley (2006) asse

has several indicators including t
language in all dorggs
community. When
speakers, safe |

all generations of speakers use that
use in the language-speaking
r languages in the community of
as a language in the realm of

the community. For the present study, it can be
abarasi situation is not risky because it still the highest

ing to of Grenoble and Whaley (2006) when a language

hreatened, the number of speakers shrinks from generation to
afneration. The realm of usage is limited, and the realm of usage especially
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with wider
e of the

in households begins to be replaced by other languages
communication power. The research has also found tha

eyimuma (type of fish) being called eyinyeni (fish)
synonym word form can lead to the status of the arc
when the equivalent form is used more frequently as
in the community.

As observed by Alexander and Stibbe (20,

sustainably in the local environment. Thes
as those of economic growth, consumeris
that the spread
of foreign languages such as English find Kiswahiliggmong the Lukabarasi
speaking populations have posed the environmental
vocabulary used by the natives in . Consequently, the

use the language in general communicatioft=rtis condition clearly results
in the use of Lukabarasi s I daily communication not being

minimal use in communication. is regard, attention should be paid to

the phenomenon of the frequencW, of Kabarasi usage which is getting

®ng was that the use of archaic eco-
ommunity is becoming weaker. This was due to

the large n igre rom outside the region who prefer using
other lan ting with the natives. In addition, the natures

0 go to school or work outside the community prefer to
use oth . Wder communication. With so many young people

abarasi is growing weaker by the day, it can be
iet a number of eco-lexicon is at the Beginning

e the language as a mother tongue so that the inheritance is
eration to generation. Near extinct languages were languages
umber of speakers was only a matter of fingers, especially the
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older generation. However, efforts should be made so that t
does not reach those levels.

Conclusion
Eco-lexicons in the Kabarasi Community reflect the ric
the environment where the speaker lived. However,

borrowed from other languages to refer to the
implication on the relationship between
environment and the cultural identity of the

The eco-lexicon diversity of
manifestation of people's understandi
insights are inseparable from the cultural
The more lexicons that contain informa
language indicate the greater the posi i ction between the
community and the ecosystem g&f the environment within the language
community. The archaeological aoco-lexicon includes the flora,
fauna and fish. However, Eco-lexic
eco-lexicon. Lukabarasi eco-lexicon Nin the Threatened Beginning (level
3). This has led to a negajiea impact on§eenvironment like destruction of
totemic species from th i

ames is a
ironment. These

revitalization for tht 2N 'dS by documenting the threatened lexis
and encouraging ntion to this field of study. Moreover,
considering t ords are not found in the written
dictionaries languages. 4t is critical that the words be included in
the later [ dictionaries. In addition, the research is not a
I archaic words because the researcher only
eco-lexicon. herefore, it is strongly suggested that further

ing pther lexical domains be conducted. In addition, the
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