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ABTRACT 

Particulate matter was captured from five different sites in Obaretin, Ikpota-Okha LGA of 

Edo State using SKC Air Check gravimetric sampler Model 21-5000 serial no 20537 and a 

glass fiber filter between the months of December 2008 and April 2009. The glass fiber filters 

were analyzed for nine trace metals – Fe, Cu, Zn, Cd, Mn, Pd, Ni, Cr and Co (by Atomic 

Absorption spectrophotometric (AAS). The data obtained were subjected to factor analysis. 

The mean concentration of the various elements were: Fe2.56mg/m
3
; Zn 0.034mg/m

3
; Cu 

0.1mg/m
3
; Mn 0.166mg/m

3
; Cd 0.0404mg/m

3
; Pb 0.19mg/m

3
; Cr 0.1mg/m

3
. While the 

concentration of Ni and Co were below detection limits. The concentration of the trace 

metals obtained in this study fell within the purview of the occupational health and safety 

standard but higher than WHO limit. The element Cd was moderately enriched, when Fe was 

used as a reference element. Two components were obtained from the principal component 

analysis. 

  

Running Title: Constituents of Aerosol Captured in Rural Community. 

 

Key words: Trace metals, Enrichment Factor, Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy, Total 

Suspended Particulate Matter, Rural area. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Rural dwellers are oblivious of the 

deleterious effect of particulate matter. 

Pollution resulting from suspended 

particulate matter and carbon monoxide 

may place an undue burden on the 

respiratory system and contribute to 

increased morbidity and mortality, 

especially among susceptible individuals in 

the general population (WHO, 1998). The 

major way of waste disposal in the rural 

area is by burning. Although, there is no 

single method of waste treatment or disposal 

that completely eliminate all risks to public 

and environment. Burning has been found to 

be the most effective way for destroying 

infectious and toxic components and for 

attenuating waste volume and weight (Tobin 

et al., 2014). Other human activities 

(anthropogenic sources) that generate 

particulate pollution include wood stoves, 

road construction and different artisans. 

Particulate matter of a small size in diameter 

are likely to be trapped in the bronchi. 

Smaller particulates end up in the alveoli, 

the thoracic or lower regions of the 

respiratory tract, where more harm can be 

done (Tobin et al., 2016; Ediagbonya et al., 

2015; Ediagbonya et al., 2014). Air 

pollution, both natural and manmade affect 

climate (Fang, 2010). 
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Atmospheric particles have numerous 

effects. The most conspicuous of these is 

attenuation and distortion of visibility, they 

provide active surfaces upon which 

heterogeneous atmospheric chemical 

reactions can occur and nucleation bodies 

for the condensation of atmospheric water 

vapour, thereby exerting a significant 

influence upon weather and air pollution 

phenomena. Particulate matter has a net 

detrimental effect upon the environment or 

upon something of value in the environment 

(Martin et al.,2007). The severity of 

contamination by pollution increases with 

emission source strength and the 

atmospheric mixing of the pollutants (Obioh 

et al.,2005;Ediagbonya et al.,2013b). In 

terms of adverse effects on human health, 

particulate matter is perhaps the most 

important air pollutant. Though, much has 

been reported about particulate matter and 

its associated health problems, there is no 

established standard or guidelines as to the 

levels of particulate matter in the ambient 

air required to cause hazard. Mortality based 

epidemiological studies have linked air 

pollution episodes to health problems 

(Tobin et al.,2016; Anderson,2009; 

Zheming et al.,2016; Justino et al.,2006). 

Toxicological study has equally implicated 

particulate air pollution in adverse health 

effects (Palmer et al.,2006). The capture of 

particulate matter has not been reported in 

Obaretin (rural area). Particulate matter had 

been fingered as one of the major health 

problems in rural area ( Manfred, et al., 

2004: Brook, et al., 2013).  

 

Objectives of this study are to analyse nine 

trace metals in the glass fibre filter that 

captured the particles in the air using 

Atomic Absorption spectroscopy and also to 

identify these elements which are 

abnormally enriched in the atmosphere and 

compare the trace metal with regulatory 

limits. Some of these constituent of 

particulate pollution is well known to cause 

chronic and acute poisoning of important 

organs in the body, cancer, dermatitis and 

ulcers of the skin benign pneumoconiosis, 

manganese poisoning and cause damage of 

mucous membranes and silicosis. (Beeleen 

et al., 2014; Beelen et al., 2008; Fissher et 

al., 2015; Tobin et al., 2016; NIOSH, 2002; 

IARC, 1997; Parke al., 1999).These metals 

enter the atmosphere from both 

anthropogenic and biogenic sources. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Sampling Site 

Sampling was done in Obaretin in Ikpoba-

Okha L.G.A Edo State in Niger Delta region 

of Nigeria. The rural community is sparsely 

distributed with a population estimate of 

few thousands of inhabitants; the settlement 

is situated along the main road that is Nodal 

Settlement. There are thick rubber 

plantations and industrial farms all located 

behind the community. 

 

The rural dwellers engage themselves in 

farming, hunting, rubber tapping and intra-

transportation due to the accessibility of the 

community to the main road. Also, the 

people engage in cassava processing, 

smoking of fishes, and their major way of 

waste disposal is by burning. The main road 

that led to the community is untarred. Other 

human activities in this locality include 

paving of roads and different artisans such 

as vulcanizes, carpentry etc. All these 

activities aforementioned are veritable 

generators of particulates to the 

environment. 

 

The major human activities in this region 

that generate cumbersome pollution are the 

particulate generate from bike, vehicle 

exhaust, and bush burning and re-suspended 

particle from the untilled road. 
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Fig. 1:  Obaretin showing sampling locations 

 

Table 1 Monitoring sites and their co-ordinates 

 

SN Site Code Co-Ordinates Site Descriptions 

1 RHA   N06⁰09’ 43.3” E005⁰ 38’ 49.2” 

 

Mud house detached, kitchen unceiled roof. 

Rural House A(RHA) 

2 RHB   N06⁰ 09’46.9”E005⁰ 38’44.7” Mud house detached, kitchen unceiled roof. 

Rural House B(RHB) 

3 RHC N06⁰09’ 46.9”E005⁰ 38’ 48.1” Mud house detached, kitchen unceiled roof 

Rural House C(RHC) 

4 RHD N06⁰ 09’ 40.0”E005⁰38’ 53.8” Mud house detached, kitchen unceiled roof 

Rural House D(RHD) 

5 RHE N06⁰ 09’ 35.8”E005⁰ 38’30.4” Mud house detached, kitchen unceiled roof. 

Rural House E(RHE) 

 

Sample Collection 

SKC Air Check XR5000 high volume, 

Gravimetric sampler model 210-5000, High 

volume Gravimetric sampler model 210-

5000 serial No. 20537 with a Whatman 

glass fibre filter were used to capture the 

particles. The particles were collected at a 

flow rate of 2l/min for eight hours and the 

sampler was placed between the heights of 

1.5-2m of human. The Whatman glass fibres 
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used were conditioned in a controlled room 

temperature for at least 24hrs before pre-and 

post-weighing. The sampling was done from 

Dec. 2008-April 2009. 

  

Sample Digestion and Measurement 

The trace metals Pb, Cd, Ni, Cu, Co, Fe, Zn, 

Cr and Mn were determined by AAS 

(Thermo electron corporation Atomic 

Absorption spectrometry, S. Series) A 

portion of the effective filter and the 

respirable foam were digested separately 

with 20mL 1:1 HNO3 in a beaker and 

covered with a watch glass which was 

concentrated to about 50ml on a hot plate at 

150-1800C 10ml of 1:1 HNO3 was added to 

repeat it. The extract was filtered through a 

541 filter paper, the filter paper and the 

beaker was washed with 0.25M HNO3. The 

filtrate was transferred and weighted into 

50ml volumetric flask. The chemicals and 

reagents used for analysis were analar grade. 

 

Data Analysis 

The results got from this work were 

subjected to descriptive statistics and 

enrichment factor computation. In this 

work, Iron was chosen as the reference 

element during the computation of 

enrichment factor (Ediagbonya et al., 

2013a). Enrichment factor (EF) is given by: 

 

EF=      

crustFe

TSPFe

C

C

C

C





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












1

1

 
 

Where C1 is the concentration of the 

element considered in the TSP of the crust 

and CFe is the concentration of the reference 

element (Fe). The elemental concentration 

in the crust used in this study was got from 

(Wedephol, 1969). An enrichment factor 

close to 1 indicates that the relative 

concentration of a given element is identical 

to that which is present in the soil. An 

enrichment factor greater than 1 indicates 

that the element is more abundant in the air 

relative to that found in the soil, while 

values less than 1 suggests a depletion of the 

element in the air over that found in soil. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Tables 1 and 2 show the mean concentration 

of the trace metal composition of the 

various locations in rural areas and the 

descriptive statistic of the trace metals 

concentration and the Enrichment factor. 

High intakes of cobalt, zinc, cadmium, 

copper and manganese interfere with iron 

absorption in the human body, which can 

lead to anemia (WHO, 2003). From Table 2, 

the mean concentration of the trace metal of 

Iron in TSP is 2.56mg/m
3
. The 

concentration of Iron in TSP obtained in this 

study fell below the occupational exposure 

value limit for each element for 8hrs 

(5mg/m
3
). The value obtained in this study 

can be compared to the values obtained in 

some parts of the country and other parts of 

world. According to (Okuo and 

Ndiokwere,2005) (Warri), the mean was 

2.69mg/m
3
, in other location by (Okuo and 

Okolo,2011) (Benin City),the rang of Iron 

was ;0.00246mg/m
3
--0.00582mg/m

3
. 

However, the levels of  Iron in TSP in other 

parts of the world are; the mean value was 

0.0027mg/m
3 

(Khartoum) (Habbani et 

al.,2002); mean value 0.00091mg/m
3 

(Birmili et al.,2006); mean value 

0.000094mg/m
3 

(Cong et al.,2007); 

0.0023837mg/m
3
 (China) (Ruojie et 

al.,2015); (Simon et al.,2004)  had a mean 

concentration of 0.038903mg/m
3
 (Santa 

Cruz). Copper released into the environment 

usually attaches to particles made of organic 

matter, clay, soil, or s everyone must absorb 

small amounts of copper every day because 
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copper is essential for good health. High 

levels of copper can be harmful. Breathing 

high levels of copper can cause irritation of 

your nose and throat. Ingesting high levels 

of copper can cause nausea, vomiting, and 

diarrhea. Very-high doses of copper can 

cause damage to your liver and kidneys, and 

can even cause death. (ATSDR, 2004). The 

Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA,2008) requires that 

levels of copper in the air in workplaces not 

exceed 0.1 mg of copper fumes per cubic 

meter of air (0.1 mg/m
3
) and 1.0 mg/m

3
 for 

copper dusts. Table 2 shows the mean 

concentrations of the trace metal Copper. 

The mean concentration of Copper in TSP 

was 0.122 mg/m
3
. The concentration of 

Copper in TSP obtained in this study fell 

within the purview of the occupational 

exposure value limit for each element for 

8hrs (0.1mg/m
3
). The value obtained in this 

study can be compared to the values 

obtained in some parts of the country and 

other parts of world. According to (Okuo 

and Ndiokwere,2005) the mean value of 

Copper in TSP was;0.1mg/m
3 

(Warri) 

(Obioh et al.,2005) had a range of Copper 

0.00018mg/m
3
---

0.00321mg/m
3
(Lagos)(Obioh et al.,2005). 

However, the mean of Copper concentration 

in total suspended particulate matter (TSP) 

0.0002mg/m
3
 (Khartoum) (Habbani et 

al.,2012); 0.000000024mg/m
3
 (Birmili et 

al.,2006); 0.00000031mg/m
3 

(Tibtan 

Plateum)  (Cong et al.,2007); 

0.0000283mg/m
3
 (China) ( Ruojie et 

al.,2015); 0.0002mg/m
3
 (Atlanta) (Thomas 

and Richard,2012) has reported by other 

countries. The mean of Lead in air is usually 

below 0.00015 mg/m
3
 at non-urban sites. 

Urban air lead levels are typically between 

0.00015 and 0.0005 mg/m
3
 in most western 

cities (Habbani et al., 2002; Birmili et al., 

2006; Cong et al., 2007; Ruojie et al., 

2015). Additional routes of exposure must 

not be neglected, such as Lead in dust, a 

cause of special concern for children. 

Critical effects to be considered in the adult 

organism include elevation of free 

erythrocyte protoporphyrin, whereas for 

children cognitive deficit, hearing 

impairment and disturbed vitamin D 

metabolism 

(Rosen,1980;IARC,1997;Manderly,1994) 

are taken as the decisive effects Currently 

measured “baseline” blood lead levels of 

minimal anthropogenic origin are probably 

in the range10–30 μg/various international 

expert groups have determined that the 

earliest adverse effects of Lead in 

populations of young children begin at 100–

150 μg/l. From Table 2, the mean 

concentration of Lead in total suspended 

particulate matter (TSP) was 0.119mg/m
3
. 

The concentration of Lead in TSP obtained 

in this study violated Occupational Health 

and Safety Administration limit(OSHA) for 

each element for 8hrs (0.05mg/m
3
), also 

higher than the WHO limit(0.0005mg/m
3
). 

The value obtained in this study can be 

compared to the values obtained in some 

parts of the country and other parts of the 

world. According to (Okuo and Ndiokwere, 

2005) (Warri), the mean value of lead in 

TSP was; 8.72mg/m
3
, in other location by 

(Okuo and Okolo, 2011) (Benin City) the 

range of lead was; 0.00121mg/m
3
-

0.002419mg/m
3
; Obioh et al., 2005(Lagos) 

had a range of lead 0.00108mg/m
3
---

0.00958mg/m
3
. However,the mean of lead 

in TSP in westernized world the mean 

0.000049mg/m
3  

(Khartoum) (Habbani et 

al.,2002; 0.00000047mg/m
3
 (Birmili et 

al.,2006); 0.00043mg/m
3 

(Tibetan Plateum) 

(Cong et al.,2007); 0.0000467mg/m
3
 

(China) (Ruojie et al.,2015). Natural 

emissions of zinc and its compounds to air 

are mainly due to windborne soil particles, 
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volcanic emissions, and forest fires.  

Volcanic release of zinc has been estimated 

to be around 35,800 tonnes/year (Garrette, 

2000). Other natural sources of zinc in air 

are biogenic emissions and sea salt sprays 

with annual amounts estimated to be 8,100 

and 440 metric tons, respectively 

(Raghunath et al., 1997). Anthropogenic 

releases of zinc and its compounds to the 

atmosphere are from dust and fumes from 

mining, zinc production facilities, 

processing of zinc-bearing raw materials 

(for example, lead smelters), brass works, 

coal and fuel combustion, refuse 

incineration, and iron and steel production 

(EPA, 1980; Burton et al., 2001; Nriagu, 

1989).  From Table 2 the mean 

concentration of Zinc in total suspended 

particulate matter (TSP) was 0.034mg/m
3
. 

The concentration of Zinc in TSP obtained 

in this study fell below the Occupational 

Health and Safety Administration(OSHA) 

limit for each element for 8hrs  

(5mg/m
3
).The value obtained in this study 

can be compared to the values obtained in 

some parts of the country and other parts of 

the world. According to Obioh et al.,2005 

the  range of Zinc was 0.00019mg/m
3
--

0.00552mg/m
3
 (Lagos). The mean Zinc in 

TSP in westernized world; 0.000015mg/m
3
 

(Khartoum) (Habbani et 

al.,2002);0.00000091mg/m
3 

(Birmili 

etal.,2006);0.000171mg/m
3
 (China) (Ruojie 

et al.,2015). IARC has classified cadmium 

and cadmium compounds as Group 1 human 

carcinogens, having concluded that, there 

was sufficient evidence that cadmium can 

produce lung cancers in humans and 

animals exposed by inhalation (IARC, 

1997). Because of the identified and 

controversial influence of Concomitant 

exposure to arsenic in the epidemiological 

study, however, no reliable unit risk can be 

derived to estimate the excess lifetime risk 

for lung cancer. Cadmium, whether 

absorbed by inhalation or via contaminated 

food, may give rise to various renal 

alterations. From Table 2, the mean 

concentration of cadmium in TSP was 

0.0404mg/m
3
. The concentration of 

cadmium in TSP obtained in this study 

violated the occupational exposure value 

limit for each element for 8hrs 

(0.005mg/m
3
), also higher than the WHO 

limit (0.000005mg/m
3
). The value obtained 

in this study can be compared to the values 

obtained in some parts of the country and 

other parts of the world. According to 

(Okuo and Ndiokwere,2005), the mean 

value of cadmium in TSP was; 

0.552mg/m
3
(Warri), in other location by 

(Okuo and Okolo,2011),the range of 

cadmium was;0.00003mg/m
3
--

0.00122mg/m
3
(Benin) . However, the mean 

of Cadmium in TSP in westernized world; 

0.00000005mg/m
3
 (Birmili et 

al.,2006);0.0000009mg/m
3
 (Santa Cruz) 

(Simone et al.,2004). Chromium is 

ubiquitous in nature. Available data, 

generally expressed as total chromium, 

show a concentration range of 5–200 

mg/m
3
.Chromium (III) is recognized as a 

trace element that is essential to both 

humans and animals. Chromium (VI) 

compounds are toxic and carcinogenic, but 

the various compounds have a wide range of 

potencies. (IARC, 1997) has stated that for 

chromium and certain chromium 

compounds there is sufficient evidence of 

carcinogenicity in humans (Group 1). From 

Table 2 the mean concentrations of 

chromium in total suspended particulate 

matter (TSP). The mean concentration range 

of chromium in TSP was 0.1mg/m
3
. The 

concentration of chromium in TSP obtained 

in this study fell below of the occupational 

exposure value limit for each element for 

8hrs (0.5mg/m
3
), but higher than the WHO 
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limit (0.00000025mg/m
3
). The value 

obtained in this study can be compared to 

the values obtained in some parts of the 

country and other parts of the world. 

According to (Okuo and Ndiokwere, 2005) 

the mean value of chromium in TSP was; 

0.085mg/m
3
 (Warri), (Obioh et al.,2005) 

had a range of Chromium 0.00011mg/m
3
---

0.00296mg/m
3 

(Lagos and Ile-Ife). The 

mean of Chromium in TSP in other parts of 

the world: 0.000158mg/m
3
 (Tibetan 

Plateau) (Ningning et al., 2012); 

0.000421mg/m
3
 (Santiago) (Morata et 

al.,2008);0.0000097mg/m
3
 (Daihai) (Han et 

al., 2009). In urban and rural areas without 

significant manganese pollution, annual 

averages are mainly in the range of 

0.00001–0.00007 mg/m
3
; near foundries the 

level can rise to an annual average of 

0.0002–0.0003 mg/m
3
 and, where ferro- and 

silico-manganese industries are present, to 

more than 0.0005 mg/m
3
, with individual 

24-hour concentrations sometimes 

exceeding 0.001mg/m
3
 (Pace et al., 1983; 

Iregron, 1990). The toxicity of manganese 

varies according to the route of exposure. 

By ingestion, manganese has relatively low 

toxicity at typical exposure level and it is 

considered a nutritionally essential trace 

element. By inhalation, however, 

manganese has been known since the early 

nineteenth century to be toxic to workers. 

Manganese is characterized as a major cause 

of psychiatric problem and movement 

disorders, with some general resemblance to 

Parkinson’s disease in terms of difficulties 

in the final control of some movements, lack 

of facial expression, and involvement of 

underlying neuroanatomical 

(extrapyramidal) and neurochemical 

(dopaminergic) systems (Antonini et 

al.,2005). Respiratory effects such as 

pneumonitis, pneumonia and reproductive 

dysfunction such as reduced libido are also 

frequently reported features of occupational 

manganese intoxication. From Table 1 the 

mean concentration of Manganese in TSP 

was 0.163mg/m
3
. The concentration of 

Manganese in TSP obtained in this study 

fell below the Occupational Health and 

Safety Administration (OSHA) for each 

element for 8hrs (5mg/m
3
) but higher than 

the WHO limit(0.00015mg/m
3
). The value 

obtained in this study can be compared to 

the values obtained in some parts of the 

country and other parts of the world. 

According to (Okuo and Ndiokwere, 2005), 

the mean value of Manganese in TSP was 

0.0899mg/m
3
 (Warri). The mean of 

Manganese in TSP in westernized 

world:0.000068mg/m
3
 (Khartoum) 

(Habbani et al.,2002); 0.00000017mg/m
3 

(Birmili et al.,2006); 0.001216mg/m
3 

(Santa 

Cruz) (Simone et al.,2004); 

0.0000301mg/m
3 

(China) (Ruojie et 

al.,2015). From Table 2, Cd was highly 

enriched and Pb was moderately enriched. 

In essay to find a common metal source, 

factor analysis was carried out which 

includes correlation coefficient of metal 

concentration and principal component 

analysis with Varimax rotation and cluster 

analysis. Table 3 shows the correlation 

coefficient of the metal concentration, Zinc 

correlated positively well with lead, 

Cadmium correlated positively well with 

Copper while Lead correlated negatively 

with Copper, this means that Zinc and Lead 

could be from the source while Lead and 

Copper from different source. Fig 3. Shows 

the Hierarchical Cluster Analysis. This 

cluster confirms two major clusters 

arrangement of the trace metal concentration 

and distribution at five monitoring sites. 

Cluster comprises Site 5 which is a unique 

cluster while the second cluster is made up 

of Site 1 and Site 3. From Table 4, the 

rotated component matrix showed that from 
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the two components extracted from PCA Cu 

and Cd loaded positively with the first 

component, while Fe loaded negatively with 

the first component suggesting incineration 

of waste as a major source of the trace 

metal. For the second component Zn and Pb 

loaded positively, suggesting vehicular 

related emission as a major source of the 

trace metal. From the PCA with varimax 

rotation, two components were extracted 

which explained 80.46% of the total 

variance. Figure 2 below shows the rotated 

component plot. 

 

Table 1: The mean concentration of trace metal in total suspended particulate matter 

during dry season in obaretin (mg/m
3
) 

Mean Mean RHA Mean RHB Mean RHC Mean RHD Mean RHE 

FE 1.450±0.495 3.500±2.869 1.300±0.721 4.450±0.3323 2.100±0.000 

ZN 0.080±0.070 BDL 0.115±0.000 0.065±0.014 0.067±0.042 

CU 0.120±0.057 0.163±0.106 0.130±0.070 0.105±0.078 0.093±0.075 

MN 0.1633±0.0551 BDL BDL BDL BDL 

CD 0.04815±0.02270 0.04130±0.1952 0.04125±0.2595 0.04125±0.02595 0.02985±0.001619 

PB 0.1250±0.0636 0.1100±0.0520 0.1100±0.0520 0.1250±0.0636 0.1250±0.0636 

CR 0.200±0.000 BDL BDL BDL 0.20±0.000 

NI BDL BDL BDL BDL BDL 

CO BDL BDL BDL BDL BDL 

BDL= Below Detection Limit 

 

Table 2: Descriptive statistics of total suspended particulate matter (mg/m
3
) and 

enrichment factor during dry season in obaretin  

 

 Min Max Mean SD Enrichment Factor       OSHA Limit WHO Limit 

FE 1.300 4.450 2.560 1.368 1.000 5 ----------- 

ZN 0.000 0.080 0.034 0.035 0.158 5 ----------- 

CU 0.090 0.160 0.122 0.027 0.570 0.1 ----------- 

MN 0.160 0.163 0.160 0.009 0.033 5 0.00015 

CD 0.0300 0.0480 0.0404 0.0066 550.190 0.005 0.000005 

PB 0.1100 0.1250 0.1190 0.0082 10.840 0.05 0.0005 

CR 0.000 0.200 0.100 0.141 0.413 0.5 0.00000025 

 

Table 3: Correlation coefficient of trace metals in the total suspended particulate matter 

 FE  ZN  CU  CD  PB 

FE 1  -0.322  -0.505  -0.105  0.468 

ZN -0.322  1  -0.148  0.282  0.642 

CU -0.505  -0.148  1  0.733  -0.736 

CD -0.105  0.282  0.733  1  -0.099 

PB 0.468  0.642  -0.736  -0.099  1 
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Table 4: Principal component matrix of the trace metals in total suspended particulate 

matter 

 Components 

 1  2  

FE -0.695 0.027 

ZN 0.271 0.937 

CU 0.907 -0.376 

CD 0.773 0.218 

PB -0.486 0.861 

 

 
 

 

Figure 2: Rotated component plot 
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Fig 3: Dendrogram Showing sites cluster of total suspended particulate matter in Obaretin 

 

Glass fibre filters used to capture the total 

suspended particulate matter were analyzed 

using AAS. The trace metal values obtained 

in this study were relatively high compared 

to other studies in other parts of the world. 

These high concentrations could be 

attributable to the various activities in the 

locality, such farming, rubber tapping, rural 

or intra-transportation, burning, paving of 

roads and activities from artisans such as 

panel beating, vulcanizes etc. From the 

principal component, two major 

components were obtained suggesting 

biomass burning and vehicular related 

emission as a major source of pollution in 

the locality. However, Zinc correlated 

positively well with Lead, Cadmium 

correlated positively well with Copper while 

Lead correlated negatively with Copper. 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the support of 

Mr. Ufuoma Asagba, Dr. Magnus Legmah, 

Mr. Okungbowa Godwin Nosa for their 

financial and logistic support. 

 

REFERENCES 

Agency for Toxic Substance & Disease 

Registry (ATSDR) (2004). 

Toxicological Profile for Copper. 

Atlanta,G A: U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, Public 

Health Service. 

 Anderson, H.R., Bremer, S.A., Alkison, 

R.W., Harrison, R.M., Walters, S. 

(2001). Particulate matter and daily 

mortality and hospital admissions in 

the West midlands conurbation of the 

United Kingdom: Associations with 

fine and coarse particle, black smoke 

and sulphate Occupational and 

Environmental Medicine 58:504-510. 

Antonini, J.M. (2003). Health effects of 

welding. Critical Review 

Toxicology.33:61–103. 

Beelen, R., Hoek, G., Van den Brandt, P.A., 

Goldbohm, R.A., Fischer, P., 

Schouten, L,J. (2008). Long-term 

effects of traffic-related air pollution 

on mortality in a Dutch cohort 

(NLCS-AIR study). Environmental 

Health Perspective. 116:196–202; 

doi:10.1289/ehp.10767. 

 Beelen, R., Raaschou-Nielsen, O., 

Stafoggia, M., Andersen,  Z.J., 

Weinmayr, G., Hoffmann, B., (2014). 

Effects of long-term exposure to air 

pollution on natural-cause mortality: 



19 
 

  

Scientia Africana, Vol. 16 (No. 1), June 2017. Pp 9-22  

© Faculty of Science, University of Port Harcourt, Printed in Nigeria                                           ISSN 1118 – 1931 

 

 
 

An analysis of 22 European cohorts 

within the multicentre ESCAPE 

project. Lancet 383:785–795. 

Birmili, W., Allen, A.G., Bary, F., Harrison, 

R.M. (2006). Trace metal 

concentrations of water solubility in 

size-fractionated atmospheric particles 

and influence of road traffic. 

Environmental Science and 

Technology 40:1144–1153. 

Brook, R.D, Bard, R.C, Kaplan, M.J, 

Yalayarthi, S, Morishita, M., Dvorich, 

J.T., Wang, L., Yang, H.Y., Spino, C., 

Mukherjee, B., Oral, E.A., Sun, O., 

Brook, J., Rajagopalan, S. (2013) The 

effect of acute exposure to coarse 

particulate matter air pollution in a 

rural location on circulating 

endothelial progenitor cells: Results 

from randomized controlled study. 

Inhalation toxicology: 25(10): 587 – 

592. 

Burton, S.M., Rundle, S.D., Jones, 

M.B.(2001). The relationship between 

trace metal contaminated stream 

meiofauna. Environmental 

Pollution.111:159-167 

Cong, Z.Y., Kang, S.C., Liu, X.D., Wang, 

G.F. (2007). Elemental composition of 

aerosol in the Nam Co region, Tibetan 

Plateau, during summer monsoon 

season. Atmospheric Environment. 

41:1180–1187. 

Ediagbonya, T. F., Tobin, A.E., Ukpebor, 

E.E., Okieimen, F.E. (2015). Impact 

of Aerosol on Respiratory Symptoms 

among Adults (above eighteen years) 

in an urban Area of Nigeria Scientia 

Africana Journal.14(2):1-12 

Ediagbonya, T.F., Tobin A.E., Ukpebor 

E.E., Okiemien F.E. (2014). 

Prevalence of Respiratory Symptoms 

among Adult from Exposure to 

Particulate Matter in Rural Area. 

Biological and Environmental 

Sciences Journal for the tropics. 

11(4); 463-466 

Ediagbonya, T.F., Ukpebor, E.E., Okiemien, 

F.E. (2013a). Heavy Metal in 

Inhalable and Respirable Particles in 

Urban Atmosphere. Environmental 

Skeptics and Critics. 2(3):108-117 

Ediagbonya, T.F., Ukpebor, E.E., Okiemien, 

F.E. (2013b). Correlation of 

Meterological Parameters and Dust 

Particles using Scatter Plot in Rural 

Community. Ife Journal of Science 

15(2):445-453. 

EPA. (1980). U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency. Code of Federal Regulations. 

40 CFR 261.24. 

 Fang, S.C., Cassidy, A., Christiani, D.C. 

(2010). A systematic review of 

occupational exposure to particulate 

matter and cardiovascular disease. 

International Journal for Environment 

Review Public Health 7:1773–1806. 

Fischer, P.H., Marra, M., Ameling, C.B., 

Hoek, G., Beelen, R., De Hoogh, K., 

Breugelmans, O., Kruize, H., Janssen, 

N.A., Houthuijs, D. (2015). Air 

pollution and mortality in seven 

million adults: the Dutch 

Environmental Longitudinal Study 

(DUELS). Environmental Health 

Perspect 123:697–704; 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.1408254 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.1408254


20 

 

 

Ediagbonya T. F., Ukpebor E. E., Okiemien E. F. and Akpojivi O. V.: Chemical Composition of Total Suspended…  

 

 

Garrette, R.G. (2000). Natural sources of 

metals to the environment. Human 

Ecological Risk Assessment 6(6): 945-

963. 

 Habbani, F.I., Elthair E.M., Ibrahim, A.S. 

(2002). Determination of elemental 

composition of air particulates and 

Soils in Khartoum Area Tanzania 

Journal of Science 33: 1-10 

Han,Y.M., Cao, J.J., Jin, Z.D., An, Z.S. 

(2009). Elemental composition of 

aerosols in Daihai a rural area in the 

front boundary of the summer Asian 

monsoon. Atmospheric research, 92; 

229-235 

International Agency for Research on 

Cancer (IARC) (1997). Monographs 

on the evaluation of the carcinogenic 

risk of chemicals to humans: Silica 

and Some silicates, International 

Agency for Research on Cancer, 

Lyon. 

Iregron, A. (1990). Psychological test 

performance in foundry workers 

exposed to low levels of manganese. 

Neurotoxicology and teratology, 12: 

673–675  

Justino, R., Rogelio, P., Raul, S., Jese, P.R., 

Michael, B., Peter, P., Sverre,V. 

(2006). The effect of biomass burning 

on respiratory symptoms and lung 

function in rural Mexican woman. 

America Journal of Respiratory and 

Critical Care Medicine. 174(8):901-

905 

Lanzty, R.J., Mackenzie, F.T. (1979). 

Atmospheric trace metals: global 

cycles and assessment of man's 

impact. Geochim. Cosmochim. Acta, 

43(5) 1-523. 

Manfred, N., Micheal, G.S., Frieddrich, 

H.J., Hannns, M., Micheal, K., 

Thomas, F., Bostjan, G., Hans, P., 

Helger, H. (2004). Acctive effect of 

particulate matter on respiratory 

disease, symptoms and functions: 

Atomspheric environment, 38 (24): 

3971 – 3981. 

Martin, B., Marketa , D., Pavla. R. (2007). 

Particulate air pollution in a small 

settlement. The effect of local heating. 

Applied Geochemistry 22, 1255 – 

1264. 

Mergler, D., Huel, G., Bowler, R., Iregun, 

A., Belanger, S., Baldwin, M., Tardif, 

R., Smargiassi, A., Martin, L. (1994). 

Nervous system dysfunction among 

workers with long-term exposure to 

manganese. Environmental research, 

64: 151–180 

Morata, D., Polve, M., Valdes, A., Belmar, 

M., Dinator, M., Silva, M., Leiva,M., 

Aigouy, T., Morales, J.(2008). 

Characterisation of aerosol from 

Santiago, Chile: an integrated PIXE–

SEM–EDX study. Environmental 

Geology 56: 81–95 

National Institute For Occupational Safety 

& Health (NIOSH) (2002). Hazard 

Review: Health effects of 

Occupational exposure to respirable 

crystalline silica. No. 2002-129, 

DHHS (NIOSH) Publication, 

Cincinnati. 

Ningning, Z., Junji, C., Kinfai ,H ., 

Yuanging, H. (2012). Chemical 

characterization of aerosol collected at 



21 
 

  

Scientia Africana, Vol. 16 (No. 1), June 2017. Pp 9-22  

© Faculty of Science, University of Port Harcourt, Printed in Nigeria                                           ISSN 1118 – 1931 

 

 
 

Mt. Yulong in wintertime on the 

southeastern Tibetan Plateau 

Atmospheric Research 107 : 76–85 

Nriagu, J.O. (1989). A global assessment of 

natural sources of atmospheric trace 

metals. Nature 338:47-49. 

Obioh, J.B., Olise, F.S., Oluwade, O.K., 

Olaniyi, H.B.(2005). Chemical 

Characterization of Suspended 

particulate along air corridors of 

Motorways in two Nigerian cities. 

Journal of applied sciences (5) 2 :347-

350 

Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA) (1992). 

Limits for air contaminants. 

Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration. Code of Federal 

Regulations. 29 CFR 19 10.1000.  

Okuo, J. M., Ndiokwere, C.L. (2005). 

Elemental concentration of total 

suspended particulate matter on 

relation to air pollution in Niger Delta: 

A Case Study of Warri: Trends in 

Applied Science Research 1(1): 91-96. 

Okuo, J.M., Okolo, P.O. (2011). Levels of 

As, Pb, Cd and Fe in suspended 

particulate matter(SPM) in ambient air 

of artisan workshops in Benin City, 

Nigeria. Bayero Journal of Pure and 

Applied Sciences, 4(2): 97 – 99 

Pace, T.G., Frank, N.H. (1983). Procedures 

for estimating probability of non-

attainment of a PM10 NAAQS using 

total suspended particulate or 

inhalable particulate data. Research 

Triangle Park, NC, US Environmental 

Protection Agency. 

Palmer, K.T., McNeill Love., R.M., Poole, 

J.R., Coggon, D., Frew, A.J., Linaker, 

C.H., Shute, J.K. (2006). 

Inflammatory responses to the 

occupational inhalation of metal fume. 

European Respiratory Journal. 

27:366–373. 

Park, C.G., Condra, K., Cooper, G.S. 

(1999). Occupational exposure to 

crystalline silica and autoimmune 

disease. Envronmental Health 

Perspect 107, 793-802. 

Raghunath, R., Tripathi, R.M., Khandekar, 

R.N. (1997). Retention times of Pb, 

Cd, Cu and Zn in children's blood. 

Science Total Environment 207: 133-

139. 

Rosen, J.F., Chasney, R.W., Hamstra A., 

Deluca, H.F., Mahaffey, K.R. (1980). 

Reduction in 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin 

D in children with increased lead 

absorption. New England journal of 

medicine, 302: 1128–1131. 

Ruojie ,Z., Bin, H., Bing, L., Nan, Z .,Lin 

Z., Zhipeng, B.(2015) Element 

composition and source 

apportionment of atmospheric 

aerosols over the China Sea. 

Atmospheric Pollution Research 6 

:191‐201 

Simone, L.Q., Clelia, R. S., Graciela, A. 

(2004). Metals in airborne particulate 

matter in the industrial district of 

Santa Cruz, Rio de Janeiro, in an 

annual period Viviane Escaleirab 

Atmospheric Environment 38: 321–

331 

Thomas, R. D., Richard C.C. (2012) 

Analysis of Trace Metal Particulates 



22 

 

 

Ediagbonya T. F., Ukpebor E. E., Okiemien E. F. and Akpojivi O. V.: Chemical Composition of Total Suspended…  

 

 

in Atmospheric Samples Using X-Ray 

Fluorescence. Journal of the Air 

Pollution Control Association 21:11, 

716-719 

Tobin, E.A., Ediagbonya T.F., Okojie O.H., 

Asogun, D.A. (2016). Occupational 

Exposure to Wood Dust and 

Respiratory Health Status of Sawmill 

Workers in South-south Nigeria. 

Journal of pollution control and 

effect, 4(1): 154.Doi:10.4172/2375-

4397.1000154 

Tobin, E.A., Ediagbonya, T.F., Asogun, 

D.A., Oteri, A.J. (2014) Assessment 

of health care waste management 

practices in primary health care 

facilities in a Lassa Fever endemic 

local government area of Edo state, 

Nigeria. Afrimedic Journal 4(2);16-26  

Tobin, E.A., Ediagbonya, T.F., Okojie, 

O.H., Asogun, D.A. (2016) 

Occupational Exposure to Wood Dust 

and Respiratory Health Status of 

Sawmill Workers in South-south 

Nigeria. Journal of pollution control 

and effect, 4(1): 

154.Doi:10.4172/2375-4397.1000154 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

(USEPA) (1994). Re-evaluation of 

inhalation health risks associated with 

methylcyclopentadienyl manganese 

tricarbonyl (MMT) in gasoline. 

Washington,DC. 

Wedephol, K.H. (1968). Origin and 

Distribution of the Elements, L. H. 

Ahren Ed., Pergemon Press, London, 

England. p99.  

WHO Report. Research into Environmental 

Pollution WHO Technical Report 

Series 406.(1998) 

WHO. Zinc. Environmental Health Criteria 

221. Geneva, Switzerland: World 

Health Organization (2001) 

http://www.inchem.org/documents/eh

c/ehc/ehc221.htm. June 11, 2003. 

Yele S., Guoshun Z., Ying W., Lihui H.J., 

Guo M.D., Wenji Z., Zifu W., 

Zhengping H. (2004). The air-borne 

particulate pollution in Beijing – 

concentration, composition 

distribution and sources. Atmospheric 

Environment 38, 5991-6004 

Zheming, T., Yujiko, C., Ali, M., Gary, A., 

John, D.S. (2016). Quantifying the 

impact of traffic-related air pollution 

in indoor air quality of a naturally 

ventilated building. Environmental 

International, 29:138-146 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


