


Aspects touched on in the gquestionnaire were as
follows:

amount of theory included in each section;
practicability of tasks, experiments;
integration of theory and practice;
differentiation of questions, instructions for
ability groups;

relevance to syllabus;

ob’ectives.

The questionnaire was a first attempt at gaining a
better understanding of the teacher's viewpoint.
Generally, the teachers were rather uncritical. A
larger sample of teachers might have provided more
evidence of problems encountered. Most of the
teachers who made use of the projects (11 in the
sample) were satisfied with the amount of theory
included and the degree to which this was integrated
with suggested activities., Two teachers experienced
problems with certain activities, but did not indi-
cate exactly what these probiems were. The teachers'
views of how well the projects catered for different
ability groups varied: six thought that the projects
catered adequately for all ability groups, while two
felt that the exceptionally able child was poorly
provided for. Al teachers in the sample felt that
syllabus-relevance was not important. Most teachers
were satisfied that the objectives of the projects
were realistic and adequate.

This preliminary survey seems to indicate that
teachers are satisfied with at least some aspects of
the programmes. However, to those who helped deve-
top the programmes, certain shortcomings are clearly
evident. Some programmes, for instance, make no
provision for the affective domain - a very necessary
aspect of environmental education.

On the other hand, if there is indeed reason to be-
lieve that the formula developed for these environ-
mental study programmes is working well, it could be
employed in the development of field study exercises
for secondary schools, an audience hitherto un-
addressed. There is also the large number of schools
in other education departments to consider. A1l of
these will reguire programmes suited to their own
needs.

A further, more thorough evaluation will have to be
performed to gain a realistic understanding of the
successes and failings of the environmental study
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programmes in their present form. This will be an
important step towards ensuring that the Port
Elizabeth Museum continues to make meaningful con-
tributions to the future development of envircnmen-
tal education.
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