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CORRESPONDENCE COURSES — A SURVEY
OF NEEDS

Lynn Hurry

A report on a survey conducted to investigate the need for b. Duration of course:
correspondence courses in environmental education and the 12 weeks . 2
form such courses might take. 1 term in each year : 4
1 semester 4
BACKGROUND AND METHOD As for any major subJect 2 {n =12}
EEASA recentiy conducted a postal survey on behalf c. Potent1a] numbers of students:
of the Working Committee for Environmental Educa- Total ndmber of officers who might want to
tion of the Council for the Environment. The do EE as part of their Nature Conservation
suryey, conducted by the writer, was aimed a{ find- course: 40
ing out whether or not there was a perceived need * Total number of officers who might be
for correspondence courses in Environmental Educa- interested in an EE course as a post-
tion (EE} (including environmental extension and diploma course: 50,
environmental interpretation} and if so, what form
the courses should take. 3. REPLIES RELATING TO UNIVERSITY COURSES
A questionnaire and covering letter were sent to a. Type of course:
35 individuals identified as being engaged in EE Discrete course for interested persons: 5
in one form or another. The 1ist included lectur- As part of HDE (Higher Diploma of
ers at colleges and universities and persons em- Education}: 12 {n = 17)
ployed by conservation organisations. Selection
was however based on individuals and not the organ- b. Duration of discrete course:
isations for which they worked. The covering One year: 8
letter explained the purpose of the questicnnaire One Teaching Unit: 1 {n = 9)
and made clear the standpoint that, for the pur-
poses of the questionnaire, EE would include both ¢. Duration of course within HDE:
environmental extension and environmental inter- One year: 2
pretation. The guestionnaire itself was divided Two years: 3
into two sections relating to technikon courses One Teaching Unit: 8 {n = 13)
and to post-graduate university courses. Each
section contained questions on: d. Existing courses which deal with EE {as
reflected by answers to the questionnaire):
® the need for correspondence courses in EE University of Bophuthatswana: B.Ed. (one
@ appropriate programme(s) which might include year elective), U.E.D. (one semester elective);
EE University of Witwatersrand: H.D.E. (one
® syggested contents of correspondence courses elective course); Natal University: H.E.D.
@ the numbers of officials who might take {one lecture and one voNntary field trip};
advantage of a correspondence course should University of South Africa: H.E.D. {one
it be offered. elective course)
RESULTS e. gﬁaTifying subjects for post-graduate course:
y : 8
19 individuals responded to the questionnaire. Biology and/or Geography: 6
Responses may be summarised as follows: Science : 1 {n =185)
1. THE NEED FOR CDRRESPDNDENCE COURSES : f. MNumber of potential students:
: 1. Discrete course: 37
A1l respondents agreed that there was a need for ii. Part of H.DLE.: 29
both technikon courses and post-graduate courses,
A number saw the need as urgent. A number of 4. SUGGESTED CONTENTS OF COURSES
respondents emphasised that the concepts of EE, .
environmental interpretation and environmental a- Technikon course
extension be thoroughly discussed before any
curricuium planning take place. The inference Contents of course:
of this was that respondents saw a need for * Philosophy/Background to EE

Aims and objectives of EE

Basic ecology

Introduction to basic didactic principles
Introduction to environmental psychology
2. REPLIES RELATING TO TECHNIKON COURSES {behaviour change)

absolute clarity of concepis before courses were
designed or proposed. Many respondents emphasised
the conservation component of EE.

+ o * ¥

* Teaching methods {including audio-visual methods)
a. Year in which EE should be included: * Field techniques (using the environment for
1st year: 1 teaching)
2nd year: 1 * Urban studies
3rd year: 4 * [Evaluation techniques (programme and seIf)
Bach year: 7 * Running clubs
Any 2 years: 1 (n = 14} *

Oisplay techniques {including photography).







