Edward Staff Committee from 1963 to 1964 and chairman of
the Joint Standing Advisory Committee (a committee
between the University of Natal and the Natal Provincial
Administration) in 1965.
He appeared reserved but he was really a very fair, kind
person who sympathised and cared for human suffering. He
loved the good things in life - good clothes, music, food and
wine and loved the merriment of parties. The philosophy of
Darwin and A1dous Huxley appealed to him and he was a
humanist. He requested the following quotations of Herbert
Read be read at his humanist ceremony: 'The death of each
of us is in the order of things; it follows life as surely as night
follows day. We can take the Tree of Life as a symbol. The
human race is the trunk and branches of this tree. and
individual men and women are the leaves. which appear one
season, flourish for a summer and then die. I too am like a
leaf of this tree and one day I shall be taken off by a storm,
or simply decay or fall - and become part of the earth about
its roots. Best while I live I am conscious of the tree's
flowing sap and its steadfast strength. Deep down in my
consciousness is the consciousness of a collective life of
which I am part, and to which I make a minute but unique
contribution. When I die and fall the tree remains, nourished
to some small degree by my manifestation of life. Millions of
leaves have preceded me and millions will follow me, but the
tree itself grows and endures. All living things are subject to
death, it is the basis of growth. Through evolution, in the
course of millions and millions of deaths, humanity has
evolved. We carry this inheritance. But, we, as human
individuals, have a more personal contribution to make,
each in the value of our own lives.'
'To everything there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the sun; a time to be born and a time to die.'
Our sympathy goes to his wife Phyllis and four daughters,
Diana, Sarah, Angea and Deborah.

His only holidays were devoted to the national bowls
championships, and for many years, he was chairman of the
Greenkeepers' Association. He was the chairman and
directing force in the organization of the 1967 South African
bowls championship staged in East London.
He, like many good doctors, was a bad investor, and his
rollercoaster finances led to calamity, and at the age of 62,
he started all over again as general practitioner in Ulco, on
the edge of the Kalahari, where he worked for five years.
He then spent 10 years as a casualty officer, at the former
JG Strijdom Hospital, now the Helen Joseph Memorial
Hospijal. (In the 119ht of his own experiences of 1946, the
change of name delighted him.) When night shifts became
too onerous at age 78, he became medical officer to the
Garment Workers' Union, and he spent another 7 years in
their service.
Throughout his medical life, he retained an ethic of
service, and an unflagging interest in his patients. His
pharmacological knowledge was maintained to the end, and
his clinical acumen, based upon the distillation of history
and physical examination, practiced and learnt in his
Liverpool school, and in the more than 60 years of practice
never failed him.
He spent his last years at Silwood Lodge, Johannesburg,
and to the end he was a source of medical information to
the nursing staff. He died peacefully on 8 April 1997 at the
age of 89 and a haif years.
He is survived by his daughter, son-in-law, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and a brother and sister.

Books
Levers Histopathology of the Skin*

Elkanah Reuben Jammy
Or Colin Froman of Johannesburg writes:
Elkan Jammy 'ERJ' was born at Reykhardspost, Western
Transvaal, on 9 September 1907. He was delivered by Dr.
prford, doyen of the medical Orfords. At a young age, he
went to Pretoria for his schooling, and he represented
Pretoria Boys High School at rugby, cricket and athletics.
• He started his medical training at the University of Cape
Town, and then completed his medical studies in Uverpool.
After he qualified, he was appointed houseman to Sir Henry
Cohen, later Lord Cohen of Birkenhead. He also worked as
his registrar, but the depression and drought of the Thirties
forced his return to South Africa to help his family.
He worked in rural general practice in Clocolan for more
than a decade. He met his wife, Gertie Borkum, who was
working as a governess for the Wills family of tobacco fame.
She supported him as the epitome of general practitioners'
wives, for 40 years of sleep disturbed by night calls, which
he never refused, and by a lifetime of meals interrupted by
telephone consultations. She preceded him some 12 years
ago.
In 1946, the Ossewabrandwag forced him out of the rural
eastern Free State, and he started practice again in East
London. He worked there for well over 20 years.
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By David Elder, Rosalie Elenitsas, Christine Jaworsky and
Bernett Johnson, Jr. Pp. xvii + 1073. Illustrated. US$172.50.
1997. New York: Uppincott-Raven. ISBN 0-397-51500-6.

Lever's Histopathology of the Skin is a classic work, in its
8th edition after 50 years. No longer a single or two-person
text, nearly 50 contributors from around the world have
proVided many new features.
Few pathology registrars or consultants would feel
confident in reaching a diagnosis, without reference to
'Lever'. Yet it was never a book that facilitated accurate
histopathological diagnosis unless the correct diagnosis was
already provided by the clinician. In this way its reference
value was not unlike that of a dictionary - an essential
reference work useful in its specific way.
The limitations of Levers Histopathology of the Skin were
clearly recognised by the new editors, who have rectified
this with an invaluable new chapter, devoted to an

• Book titles marked may be ordered directly from
MASA Multimedia, Book Department, Private Bag
X1, Pine/ands, 7430, te/. (021) 531-3081, fax (021)

531-4126, e-mail masact@iafricacom

.,

algorithmic pattern approach to diagnosis. This incorporates
the best from other writers who have developed and
described diagnosis by pattern recognition. The book
becomes even more user-friendly by linking each pattern,
with page references, to relevant sections.
Two pathology colleagues kindly helped evaluate the book
on the work bench and provided the following comments:
they liked the pattern approach, updated references. clarity
on many controversial subjects including good updated
chapters on melanoma, lymphoma, fibrous tumours,
histiocytosis, drug toxicity and an improved approach to
photosensITivity.
While I shared their appreciation of the colour clinical
pictures, these are few in number and do not compensate
for the poor quality of most of the black and white clinical
pictures, which are equally sparse. The clinical pictures
represent an idiosyncratic choice of conditions and are not
differentiated from the histological illustrations in the index.
The pathologists would have like more clinical information,
one noting that, despite the overall improvement in layout, it
was still a difficult book for the novice pathologist to read.
We all thought that many of the histology pictures could be
improved.
I liked the chapters on laboratory methods with .discussion
on special stains and immunohistochemistry, the thoughtful
approach to vascular disease, comprehensive coverage of
vascular tumours and the updated chapters mentioned
earlier. In short, although there are criticisms as noted, the
book has been greatly improved by incorporating the paltern
approach, while retaining groupings of diseases that appear
to belong togeth~ (even though at times it is difficult to see
why).
Lever's Histopathology of the Skin is a book that is so finnly
ensconced in the psyche as the classic dermatopathology
text, that I am sure it will continue in this role and prove
extremely useful, particularly to pathology registrars studying
for examinations. This new edition can certainly lay better
claim to being an essential reference work.

NSaxe

Anthony and Maggie Barker. Lives in
Tandem"
By Barry Adams. Pp. viii + 168. Illustrated. R85. Long
UK: E B Adams, 1996. ISBN 0 952877406.

Me~ord,

I first heard of Anthony and Maggie
Bark"r from an obituary in the SAMJ,
and was instantly fascinated by them. I
was therefore delighted to be able to
review this book about these two
remarkable mission doctors who,
inspired by a deep religious faith,
devoted their lives to the care of those
less fortunate than themselves.
Barry Adams 'biography' is really a
valentine - for which he makes no
apology. 'Anthony and Maggie may well have had their
faults.... The media in today's world give great prominence
to what is bad in mankind. . .. here is my attempt to
balance the picture by relating the lives of two remarkably

--
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The International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk

Substitutes. A Common Review and Evaluation Frameworlc. *
Nutrition Unit, Division of Food and Nutrition, WHO. pp. vii + 134.
SwFr201USS18. Geneva: WHO. 1996. WHOINUTI962.

ABC of Clinical Genetics. • 2nd Edition. By HeIen M Kingston.
pp. v; + 75. Illustrated. £19. london: BW. 1997.
ISBN G-7279-1101-5.

Procedures in General Practice. * Edited by John Stuart Brown.
Pp. xi + lIT. Illustrated. £27. London: SMJ. 1997.
ISBN G-7279-1 035-3.

Paediatric Problems in General Practice. • Oxford General
Practice Series 36. 3rc1 Edition. By Michael Modell, Zulf MughaJ
and Robert Boyd. Pp. xv + 337. R285. Cape Town: Oxford
University Press. 1996. ISBN 0-19-262512-8.
Child Health. A Manual for Medical and Health Mb-frers in
Health CenInts and _lIospitals. 2nd Edition. Edited by
Paget Stanfield, Bo BaJldin and Zier Versluys. Pp. xii + 528.
lI1ustrated. KSh36O. Kenya: African Medical and Research
Foundation. 1997. ISBN 9966-874-07-0.

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine. Volume 7: Advances in
Pediatric Pulmonology. Edited by E Kerem. GJ Canny, 0 Branski
and H Levison. Series Editor D Branski. pp. viii + 172.
SwFr198/DM237IUSS172.25. Basel: Karget-. 1997.
ISBN 3-8055-6382-5.

CotonaIy M"lCroCin:ulation during _ _ and R ~
Alfred Benzon Symposium 41. Edited by Stig Haunso, Jan
A1dershvile and Jesper Hastrup Svendsen. pp. 478. Illustrated
DKK400. Copenha9en: Munksgaan:l. ISBN 87-16-11940-1.

good people ... from whose lives we can all learn so
much.'
What follows is both a love story - Adams quotes
Shakespeare'S 'Let me not to the marriage of true minds
admit impediments' - and a fascinating sociohistorical
account of rural medicine in South Africa. Over a period of
30 years, the Barkers transfonned the ramshackle Charles
Johnson Memorial Hospital in Nqutu, Kwazulu-Natal, into a
medical facility of high quality whose fame drew numerous
interest~ visitors from around the world. Even at the height
of apartheid, they steadfastly maintained a non-racial
'community', frequent government harassment
notwithstanding. In addition to their medical work, they also
undertook (often gruelling) sponsored bicycle rides to raise
money for the 'Charlie J' and other worthy causes.
Adams makes frequent reference to the 'Barker magic' ,
which touched all who came into contact with Anthony and
Maggie, and his chronicle is illuminated by excerpts from
Anthony's diaries and other writings, as well as by the
reminiscences of many friends/relatives/colleagues of the
Barkers. Perhaps the most moving of these is by Tim
Bumelt, who had worked at Nqutu while a medical student,
and with whom the Barkers spent their last nigh1 before
being killed in a road accident on 30 August 1993, when
their tandem collided with a fann vehicle in the English lake
district.
It is sad to reflect that Barry Adams was unalble to find a
publisher sufficiently interested to publish this book, for IT is

a story that richly merits being told. All the more credit to
him for publishing the book himself. Its virtues are many and
its flaws (some repetitiousness, several proofreading
glitches) minor. I recommend it highly.
Peter Wagenaar

French's Index of Differential Diagnosis*
13th Edition. Edited by lan A 0 Bouchier, Harold Ellis and
Peter R Fleming. Pp. xv + 811. Illustrated. R389. Oxford:
Butterworth-Heinemann. ISBN 0-7506-1434-X.

The latest edition of this well-known
textbook carries on with the tradition of
providing a differential diagnosis of any
condition that a clinician may
encounter. Compared to the ninth
edition in my possession, this edition is
a considerable improvement of this
historical publication. For instance,
schistosomiasis is now listed as a
cause of splenomegaly; a fact that was
completely ignored in the earlier
editions although it is the commonest cause of
splenomegaly in the northern Transvaal. The enormous

Notices

breadth of this subject is covered by listing signs and
symptoms alphabetically. Possible causes are tabulated and
discussed in often surprising detail. A comprehensive index
helps to link the disease to the various symptoms. The text
has numerous illustrations, often as good quality colour
photographs, replacing some of the outdated and
inappropriate illustrations of the earlier editions, that help to
differentiate diseases.
I tested the book on a recent case of a girl presenting with
lower abdominal pain and an abdominal mass who had a
haematocolpos. The condition was listed under
'amenorrhoea' and 'pelvis, swelling in' but not under
'abdominal pain, acute, localised'. Because of the constantly
changing pattern of disease patterns, this book will have to
be frequently revised in order to remain relevant in clinical
medicine.
Despite some minor shortcomings, this book will be of
value to any clinician as a handy reference book for use
when uncertainty exists about a diagnosis. Medical students
will find it of gr~t use as almost all topics are clearly
defined and clinical examination techniques explained in
detail. Although the book is expensive, it offers good value
for money because it covers a vast subject matter.
D P van Ye/den
AACKlop

3. CONSTITUTION OF THE MEETING

3.1 The President confinned that in compliance with
Sections 179 and 186 of the Companies Act, 1973, and
Article 16, read with Article 30, of the Articles of
Association of the Medical Association of South Africa,
the Secretary-General had duly published an official
notification on 30 April 1997 advising members that the
1997 Annual General Meeting of the Association would
be held on Friday 20 June 1997 at 0800 at the Holiday
Inn Crowne Plaza, Arcadia, Pretoria.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA
HELD AT THE HOLIDAY INN CROWNE PLAZA
CONFERENCE CENTRE, ARCADIA, PRETORIA, AT
08HOO ON FRIDAY 20 JUNE 1997.
NOTULE VAN DIE ALGEMENE JAARVERGADERING
VAN DIE MEDIESE VERENIGING VAN SA WAT OM
08HOO OP VRYDAG 20 JUNIE 1997 IN DIE
KONFERENSIESENTRUM VAN DIE HOLIDAY INN
CROWNE PlAZA, ARCADIA, PRETORIA, GEHOU IS.

3.2 Die President verkiaar dat
• 'n Kwonum van iede soos bepaaJ deur Statuut 20.2,
teenwoordig is.
• Die vergadering behoortik gekonstitueer is vir die
afhandeling van sake.

1. PRESENTITEENWOORDIG

4. PROXIES

Office-Bearers/Ampsdraers
Or J 0 L Kane-Berman
President: MASNMVSA
Pro!. E T Mokgokong
President-Elect
Or B B Mandell
Chairman: Federal Council,
and Representative:
Border Coastal Branch
Or P J SChutte
Visevoorsitter: Federale Raad
Or H A Hanekom
Sekretaris-generaaVSecretary
General

The President announced that the following proxies had
been submitted:

Plus 91 Full Members, including the official representatives
of 14 Branches.
2. OPENING

Die President verwelkom die lede en bedank hulle vir hul
bywoning van die vergadering.
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Proxy

Grantor

Or H de Klerk
Or P S du Toit

Or T L Conradie
Or H Claasens
Or F A Malan
Or F J Muller
Or E R Eiselen
DrW W Knuger
Or 0 Bames
Or G 0 Carnpbell
Or S C Cloete
Pro!. H S Cronje
Or M J de Kock
Or P Jacobs

Or
Or
Or
Or

P J Duys
E R H Eiseien
F J Faune
H A Hanekom

