HANDBOOK OF FORENSIC
PATHOLOGY"

By V Di Maio and s Danna. Pp. 249. Illustrated. Landes Bioscience.
1998. Available in SA for $25.00 ISBN 1-57059-495-3.

Dr Di Maio is recognised as one of the world’s foremost
forensic pathologists. He is the author of a number of text
books, including Gunshot Wounds, the definitive work on fire-
arm injuries. He is also Editor-in-Chief of the American Journal
of Forensic Medicine and Pathology.

The present work is not a reference textbook in the normal
format but written in a telegraphic style, with clearly defined
headings, subheadings and lists of the important facts of every
division of forensic medicine. It contains no photographs, but
is amply illustrated with simple line drawings.

As a handy vade mecum this publication is ideally suited for
under- and post-graduate medical students. It is also strongly
recommended to all doctors intending to write the Diploma in
Forensic Medicine of the College of Medicine of South Africa.
For qualified forensic pathologists it will be of assistance in
quickly reviewing different topics in preparation of difficult
autopsies and as preparation to give evidence as an expert
witness in judicial proceedings.

In view of the new South African Health Policy that will do
away with all full-time district surgeons, to be replaced by
part-time forensic medical officers and doctors in fulltime
health and hospital service, this book is an ideal manual and
guide-book as no equivalent up-to-date South African
publication is available on the market at present.

At an anticipated retail price of less than R200, it should be
affordable for most undergraduate medical and law students.

In summary, it is an excellent manual on forensic medicine
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and pathology, which will also be of value to lawyers who
appear, as either prosecutors or defence lawyers, where the
understanding of medical facts and processes may be of
paramount importance.

G J Knobel
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