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STRUCTURAL ABNORMALITIES

TVT VAGINAL TAPE

AND REPRODUCTIVE FAILURE*

Gynecare has introduced TVT tension-free vaginal tape for the
treatment of female incontinence.

By Gerard S Letterie. Pp. Xiii+ 514. Illustrated. £95. Blackwell
Science. 1998. ISBN 0-86542-434-9.

This book is a fairly comprehensive text on the diagnosis and
management of structural abnormalities of the genital tract.
It starts with a chapter on the development of the
reproductive tract, which makes the understanding of the
structural abnormalities considerably easier. The author also
devotes a chapter to evidence-based medicine and its use in
this field which is helpful.

He then, over the next 14 chapters, systematically discusses
abnormalities of various parts of the genital tract. These
abnormalities include problems of the ovary such as polycystic
ovarian disease and endometriosis and pelvic adhesive
disease.
The book is a good reference for the clinician with an interest
in this field or the postgraduate student specialising in
obstetrics and gynaecology. It is clearly set out, there is a great
deal of value in the book and it reads easily. It is
comprehensively referenced and is a useful postgraduate text.
It would be a useful addition to a university library but is
likely to be of only occasional use to the generalist who does
not have a particular interest in reproductive medicine.
Zephne M van der Spuy
* This book may be ordered directly from SAMA Health and
Medical Publishing Book Department, Private Bag Xl,
Pinelands, 7430, tel. (021) 531-3081, fax (021) 531-4U6, e-mail
multimedia®Samedical.co.za or jstrydom@samedical.co.za

TVT is a prolene tape which is placed transvaginally,
supporting the mid-urethra in a tension-free manner. It
-"
consists of three instruments, the device with two needles
attached to the tape, an introducer and a rigid catheter guide,
and the tape is placed micro-invasively under local anaesthesia
For more information: Janet Hadfield, PO Box 273, Halfway.
House, 1685, te!. (011) 265-1000, fax (011) 265-1114.
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TYLENOL ANALGESICS
Janssen-Cilag has introduced
Durogesic, Tramal and Tylenol
into its pain management
product portfolio.
Janssen-Cilag has also
developed the concept of
'Janssen-Cilag Pain Managers' to
assist health care professionals,
including specialists, GPs,
nurses and pharmacists, with
the selection of appropriate
treatment alternatives.
For more information: Hedley
Jones, Janssen-Cilag Pain Management Product Manager, te!.
(011) 269-4600.

MARIE STOPES SA EXPANDS
CONGRESSES
O&G Refresher Course, in Bloemfontein, 29 - 30 April 1999
(the BloemSing symposium). For more information:
ProfessorHS Cronje, te!. (051) 405-3444.

I

Fourth International Scientific Meeting of the RCOG, in
Cape Town, 3 - 6 October 1999. Pre- and Post -meeting
workshops: Continence workshop, Ultrasound workshop.
For more information: Conference secretariat, P 0 Box,
Claremont, 7735, te!. (021) 762-8600, fax (021) 762-8606, email rcog99@globalconf.co.za
XVI FIGO World Congress, in Washington, USA,
3 - 8 September 2000, te!. (+44-181) 661-0877, fax (+44-181)
661-9036, e-mail MedConfOrg@aot.com
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Marie Stopes has indicated that it is in the process of
introducing various new services, including HIV testing and
counselling at all its clinics and female sterilisations at the
clinics in Johannesburg, Pretoria, Cape Town and Durban.
It has also announced plans to expand its abortion services
during 1999, with three new clinics due to being opened in
Mpumalanga, the Western Cape and Kwazulu-Natal during
the first 6 months of the year.

For more information: te!. toll free 0800 11 77 85.
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