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Thursday, 19 April, 9.30 a.m.-12 noon. Mass Media in Health
Education. (i) Material for flliterate People. (ii) Films and Their
Use. Lecturer: W. Sellers, O.B.E. 5-7 p.m. (iii) PosTers and
Disp{ays. Lecture~: Dr. W. Ernrys Davies. 8-9.30 p.m. Films.
Fnday, 20 April, 9.15-10.30 a.m. Public Health Problem and
Health Education. Lecturer: Dr. A. J. Dalzell-Ward. 11 a.m.-
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12.15 p.m. and 3.15-4.15 p.m. Group Discu ions. 5-7 p.m.
Preparation of Reports. -9 p.m. Plenary Se ion.
Applications should be directed to the Medical Director, Central
Council for Health Education, Tavistock House, Ta i tock
Square, London, W.c. 1.

PASSING EVENTS: IN DIE VERBYGAAN
In the article Extracorporeal Hemodialysis, by Mario Battazzati,
\i.D. and Carlo Taddei, M.D., published in the Journal of 4 February, the bibliography now to hand should be as follows:
-\lwall, . et al. Acta med. scand. (1947): 128, 317 and Suppl.,
196, 250. (1948): 131, 237. (1949): 132, 392, 572, 477 and
Suppl., 229, 1. (1950): 137, 233 and 138, 246. Acta chir.
scand. (1954): 108, 95.
Battezzati, M., Taddei, C. et al. Minerva med. (1953): 102,2001,
2007 and 2010. (1954): 100, 1615, 1619 1629 1634 and
1638.
'
,

BOOK REVIEWS
NEUROGliA

Neul"C!glia Morphology and Function. By Paul Glees, M.A.,
D.Phil., M.D. Pp. I11 + xii, with 44 illustrations. 25s. Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1955.
Contents: .t. Introduction.. 2. Historical Introduction. 3. Comparative Studies
of NeuroglIa. 4. Macroglia. 5. Microglia. 6. Neuroglia in Tissue Cultures.
-. General Conclusions.

This book is a good one. Happily, it is a short one to boot and
the author's claims for it are correspondingly meagre. His 'fairly
extensive review of the literature' makes reference to every internatt?nal figure in. this field-just the kind of 'broad-spectrum'
blbllOgraphy that tS hard to find in medical text-books now. In
relating past work to his own extensive investigations and other
very up-to-date researches, he produces not only a beautiful
thumbnail sketch of his specialty but clears up the confusion of
names which the earlier workers left behind them. A second
claim for the book, expressed modestly as the hope that its morphological studies will be useful to biochemists and others exploring cerebral function, is guaranteed by the exhaustive and impartially presented text. It is regrettable that the specialized nature
of the subject will limit the book's readers, and also a pity that the
author had not space to discuss commonplace oddities encountered by the general pathologist, such as corpora amylaceae or
myelin figures.
The book has minor faults: typographical errors (explanations
on page 92 might need a tissue culturist to rewrite), incomplete
and incorrect keys to illustrations, and a curious transcription
from Brain and Greenfield (1950) on page 61 which if true is
'curiouser'.
lAH.C.
A TEXT-BOOK OF MEDICINE

A Text-book of Medicine. Edited by Russell L. Cecil, M.D.,
Sc.D. and Robert F. Loeb, M.D., Sc.D., D. Hon.Causa., LL.D.
inth Edition. Pp. 1786, with illustrations. Philadelphia and
London: W. B. Saunders Company. 1955.

Dr. Roderick Maggs, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.P.E., ER.EP..
D.C.H. has changed his address and now conducts his con ulting
paediatric practice from Room 510 Southern Li~ Building SI.
George's Street, Cape Town. Telephone: rooms 2-7247, re idence
69-2580.
Dr. Roderick Maggs, M.B., Ch.B.
1.R.C.P.E., ER.F.P.S.,
D.C.H., het van adres verander, en prakti eer nou a kon ulterende kinderaarts te Southern Lifegebou (Kamer 510), I.
Georgesstraat, Kaapstad.
Telefoon: kamers 2-7247, woning
69-2580.

BOEKRESE ISlES
or measure it, evaluate the cost per page, or perform ome other
arithmetical feat upon it. Regarding ·Cecil', now in its 9th edition,
it is certainly too heavy to hold in the hand, but the most intere ting arithmetic seem~ to me to be the number of contributors,
which is over 200. One lone repre entative from Britain appear
(Dr. De mond Curran). In a book of this type the contribution
are nece sarily uneven. It would be ea y to critici e the sections
on sarcoido is, on dy chondroplasia (this term hould not be used),
on renal calculi and 0 on. Thus no mention is made of the importance of bed rest, paraplegia and hypercaJcuria in tbe development of renal stones, while the treatment is inadequately considered. The syndrome of prediabetes is not mentioned.
evertheless this book in many way is extremely good-the introduction (by Fuller A1bright) to the ection on Endocrinology bodes
fair to becoming a classic; the chapter on adrenal di ease, gout
and the deficiency diseases are particularly good. This edition
actually includes mention of meticorten in the chapter on rheumatoid arthriti .
The paper is excellent and the type also good, which makes for
pleasant reading. The index is adequate. no misprints were found
and there are some helpful figure. There are a few colour-photo
-Dr. Spies eems to have done well here (in the ection on nutrition); he even ha a boy with rickets in colour! The smalle t
colour-picture ever must be that of Lactrodactu mactans (black
widow spider); incidentally the button pider is mi ing.
Altogether this book must be considered one of the best general
text-books of medicine. It is of particular use to student, and
for the most part the articles can be recommended as being highly
authoritative.
P.l.
THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF MEDICINE

British Postgraduate Medical Federation, University of London.
LecTllres on the Scientific Basis of Medicine. Volume Ill, 19531954. Pp. 366 + ix, with 7 illustrations. 35s. London: University of London, The Athlone Press. 1955.

Contents: I. The Infectious Diseases. 2. Diseases of Allergy. 3. Collagen Diseases. 4. Diseases due to Physical Agents. 5. Diseases due to Chemical Agents.
6. Deficiency Diseases. 7. Diseases of Metabolism. 8. Diseases of the Ductless
Glands. 9. Diseases of the Digestive System. to. Diseases of the Respiratory
System. . 11. Diseases of the Kidneys. 12. Diseases of the Spleen and Reticuloendothelial System. 13. Diseases of the Blood. 14. Diseases of the Cardiovascular
System. 15. Diseases of the Locomotor System. 16. Diseases of the 'en'ous
System. Appendix. Index.

Contents: I. Science and History. 2. Biological Synthesis. 3. The Genetics of
Some Biochemical Abnormalities. 4. Tissue Repair. 5. The Supporting System
and its Disorders. 6. Hemispherectomy and the Localization of Function. 7.
Anticholines<erases. . Acetylcholine and the Maintenance of the Cardiac Rhythm. 9. The Growth Hormone of the Anterior Pituitary Gland. 10. Stress and
Thyroid Activity. 11. The Phy iological Actions of the ex Hormone. 12. Acid
and Alkaline Phosphatase in Disease. 13. Body Water Control. 14. Reactions to
Bacterial Invasion. 15. Antiviral Immunity. 16. The Action of Bacterial Enzymes
on Immunizing Antigens.
17. Causes of Failure in Antibiotic Therapy. I.
Antimalarial Drugs. t9. Chemotherapy of Cancer. 20. The Scientific Approach
to Dermatology. 21. Experimental Psychopathology.

It is not easy to review a standard text-book. For this reason
it has almost become the practice among reviewers to weigh it,

The spectacular advances in medicine today come from research
in the basic sciences, and even the most hardened clinician must be
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ready to prate knowingly of Iysozymes and globulins, and to face
hydroxyl groups without flinching. Unfortunately the field is
now so wide that no one can have first-hand knowledge of more
than a corner or two and, to many, its whole expanse is unknown.
It is in showing what exciting work is going on that the lectures
on the Scientific Basis of Medicine, organized by the Postgraduate
Medical Federation, are so valuable. Short of attending them
personally one cannot do better than to read this book and its
two predecessors. Each lecture is short enough to be read at the kind
of sitting that is all one gets in the e days, and most of the subjects
are so absorbing that the book has the quality of a volume of
detective stories. It is excellently adapted to reading in bed.
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The matter of these lectures is difficult to criticize because of
its diversity; this reviewer, at any rate, could give an expert opinion
on about two pages of the 400. He is thus well qualified to review
the book for others as ill-endowed, if such exist. The first es ential
for an expert expounding his own SUbject to non-specialists is that
he should be intelligible, and this almost all the lecturers are.
Some, like Paton on the anti-cholirtesterases, are unexpectedly
entertaining as well. Even those with th~ most specialized interests
should find something of value in this book, and general medical
readers bent on improving their mind as well as those preparing
for higher examinations should put it On their Ests.
P.ll.

BOOKS RECEIVED : BOEKE Ol'.'TVANG
BOOKS RECEIVED RECENTLY IN THE WITWATERSRA! ID MEDICAL LffiRARY

Bergin, K. G. Aviation medicine. Bristol. Wright. 1949.
Bernal, J. D. The physical basis of life. Loadon. RoutIedge.
1951.
Birch, C. A. The house physician's handbook. Edinburgh. Livingstone. 1955.
Bryan, J. E. Public relations in medical practice. Baltimore.
WiJIiams & Wilkins. 1954.
Chandler, A. C. Introduction to parasitology. 9 ed. New York.
Wiley. 1955.
Coon, C. S. The history of man. London. Cape. 1955.
Cruickshank, W. M., ed. Cerebral palsy. Syracuse V.P. 1955.
Greene, E. C. A'1atomy of the rat. I ew York. Hafner. 1935
reprinted 1955. (American Philosophical Society. Trans.
n.s. 27 1935.)
Harris, G. W.
eural control of the pituitary gland, London.
Arnold. 1955.
Hinsie, L. E. Psychiatric dictionary. 2 ed. Oxford V.P. 1953.
Johannesburg Conference on Social Work. Report of the Johannesburg Conference on Social Work, 9-14 October 1950. Johannesburg. Social Affairs Department. (1955.)
Kotinskv, R. ed. Community programs for mental health. Cambridge. Mass. Published for the Commonwealth Fund by
Harvard U.P. 1955.
Lawrence, J. H. Polycythemia.
ew York. Grune & Stratton.
1955.

Parsons, L. The influence of Harvey and his contemporaries on
paediatrics. London. Headley. 1950.
Satake, Y. Secretion of adrenaline aod sympathins. Tokyo.
Nanzando. 1955.
Sdel1/ific Council for Africa SOlllh of the Sahara. List of scientific
societies in Africa South of the S~hara. London. Published
under the sponsorship of the Commission for Technical
Cooperation in Africa South of the Sahara. (1955.)
Sodeman, W. A., ed. Pathologic physiology. Philadelphia. Saunders. 1950 repr. 1952.
Thon/son, St. C. Diseases of the nose ,md throat. 6 ed. London.
Cassell. 1955.
Wifliams, R. H. ed. Textbook of endocrinology. 2 ed. Philadelphia. Saunders. 1955.
Journals Received for the First Time in 1955
Acta Tuberculosea Scandinavica.
Arquivos Del Instituto Cardiologia De ~exico.
Australasian Annals of Medicine.
British Abstracts of Medical Sciences.
Central African Journal of Medicine.
Danish Medical Bulletin.
Disease-a-Month.
Journal of Chronic Diseases.
Journal of Biophysical and Biochemical Cytology.

CORRESPONDENCE : BRIEWERUBRIEK
HOW TO IMPRove THE JOURNAL

To the Editor: Within recent months we all have received copies
of new South African medical publications and journals, appealing
for sub cribers. and all endeavouring to aid in the postgraduate
education of the general practitioner, but so far I have not seen
one of them containing the essential information which will help
to keep him informed on the latest developments in medicine.
With the rapid progress of modern medicine there is a dire need
for such a medical journal, which will give the busy general practitioner a concise conception of tbe latest developments, drugs,
treatments, etc.
The problem of the conscientious general practitioner, with his
much discussed dwindling status, is where to find the time even
10 peruse a small portion of the :medical writings. As a family
doctor, he must attend patients at his rooms, visit them at home,
know their most intimate details in order to act as a front-line
psychiatrist, make night calls, and attend maternity cases; and
(though in a graceful manner he has been excluded by the authorities from most hospitals, to the det.riment of the public as a whole,
and to the profession in particular) he must still visit patients in
nursing homes.
As a member of human society he must try and devote a portion
of his time to his neglectect family, attend social and civic functions,
and, in order to avoid being dubbed mentally deficient, read
<Iaily newspapers and lay publications, so that he can carry on an
intelligent conversation with patients and friends on the latest

atomic bombs, murders, jewel robberies, and political develor:ments in his own and foreign countries. III order to keep physically
fit, he must still find time to relax, sleep, eat, and take part in
sporting activities. In addition to all these activities he must keep
tip his postgraduate studies by attending medical rneetings, revision courses and medical congresses and. most important of
all, by regularly reading at least one Or two medical journals.
The most important of these will be the South African Medical
Journol.
li is time, therefore, that we took stock of OUI Journal to see,
wbether it can be of more value to the hard·pressed G.P. This
is not a criticism of the Journal, and J wish -to congratulate you
On the high standard of the Journal, alld on the excellent job of
work you are doing, but I wish to make the following suggestions,
as a general practitioner, who has 001 time to read the Journal
regillarly, and one or two other medical publications:
:Every week the Jourl/al should contain one revision article,
IVi th latest theories and treatments.
:Each original article should have an intelligent summary (not
the present concise summary), with discll.5sioos and conclusions.
Each issue of the Journal should contain a section dealing \vith
the latest new drugs and appliances, available in South Africa
and overseas; news of medical society activities and answers to
queries of South African practitioners.
13ut most important, once every 4 wreks, an enlarged edition
should be published, devoted almost entirely to abstracts of

