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UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND MEDICAL GRADUATE ASSOCIATIO

A course of instruction in clinical psychology for medical practi­
tioners has been arranged by the Medical Graduates' Association
in conjunction with the General Practitioners' Group of the Medical
Association of South Africa. The course will last from the end of
February until early December 1956, with a vacation in July.

The fee is expected to be approximately £10 10s. Od. payable
in advance. Practitioners desiring to attend should communicate
with the Honorary Secretary of the Medical Graduates' Associa­
tion, Medical School, Hospital Hill, Johannesburg, from whom a
detailed syllabus may be obtained (telephone 44-7040, mornings
only).

Lectures will be given on two everungs a month at an easily
accessible venue, from 8 p.m. to 10.15 p.m. The lecture period is

to be divided into two sections: (I) A didactic lecture for one
hour and (2) a group discussion and seminar devoted to patients
and problems arising in the daily life of the practitioner. It is also
intended to devote certain evenings to demonstrations of actual
cases, and later in the course specialists in psychiatry and psy­
chology are to contribute.

The course is intended primarily to acquaint the general practi­
tioner with the patient as a living dynamic entity within the frame­
work of his own environment.

Reference will be made to the psychology underlying clinical
entities such as cardiac neuroses, neuroses in gynaecology and
obstetrics, sexual maladjustments, childhood complaints such as
enuresis, feeding difficulties, etc., asthma, and the typical psy­
choneuroses.

PASSING EVENTS: IN DIE VERBYGAAN

Mr. S. R. Taitz, FR.C.S., is now in practice as a thoracic surgeon
at 320 Eagle Star House, Salisbury Arcade, West Street, Durban.
Telephone, rooms 63297, after hours 29326, residence 36402.

Advances in Thoracic Surgery, or Intra-Cardiac Surgery. A wel­
come is extended to all medical practitioners and specialists who
wish to attend.

* * * *
Dr. Lewis S. Robertson has been elected Chairman of the Johan­
nesburg Hospital Board to succeed Mr. Hugh R. Solomon who
resigned for health reasons after 25 years service as its chairman.

* * or.

The Southern Africa Cardiac Society waS formed at an inaugural
meeting on 2 February 1956. The Committee of the Cape Province
Section was elected as follows: Chairman-Dr. Maurice Tellen.
Secretary-Dr. Louis Vogelpoel. Treasurer-Dr. Val Schrire.
Executive Members-Professor Frank Forman and Dr. David
Le Roux.

Mr. T. Holmes Sellors, D.M., M.Ch., FR.C.S., Thoracic Surgeon,
Middlesex Hospital, London, will be visiting Johannesburg from
18 February to about 28 February, and has agreed to deliver a
lecture under the auspices of the American College of Chest
Physicians ( orthern Chapter of South Africa) on Wednesday,
22 February at 8.15 p.m. in the Harveian Lecture Theatre at the
Medical School. He will talk on one of two subjects: The Recent

Messrs. Par-ke, Davis and Company are planning to build a new
medical re.<>earch centre at Detroit, Mich., at a cost of about
IO million dollars. It is estimated that planning and construction
will extend over 3 years. Much irT)portant medical re.earch has
been carried out in the laboratories of the great drug houses.
Amongst the drugs that Messrs. Parke Davis have discovered or
elaborated are Taka-Diastase (1895), Pituitrin (1909), Theelin
(1930), Mapharseh (1934), Epanutin (1938), Promin (1945),
Chloromycetin (1948), Camoquin (1952) and Milontin (1953).

* ~ *

**

Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. In 1957 it will
be 50 years since the foundation of this Society by Sir Patrick
Manson, Sir James Cantlie, Sir Ronald Ross, Sir David Bruce
and other eminent men in the field of trooical medicine. The
Society is at present desirous of extending Its membership. The
annual subscription for fellows is £2 I Os. Od. per annum, which
includes the Transactions, 6 numbers of which make up the yearly
volume of some 800 pages. This journal has become the medium
for much valuable work in tropical medicine and allied subjects.
Other privileges of fellows include admission to the Society's
meetings at its house (Manson House) at 26 Portland Place.
London, W. 1, where rooms are set apart for reading, writing
and other purposes. Election to fellowship in the Society is made
bv ·the Council on the recommendation of two fellows. The
local representatives in South Africa are Dr. R. Elsdon-Dew in
Durban, Dr. J. H. S. Gear in Johannesburg and Prof. J. F. Brock
in Cape Town.

Dr. Michael Denny, M.B., B.Ch. (Cape), D.M.R. (Lond.), who
has for the past 8 years been radiologist to the Addington and
King Edward VIII Hospitals, Durban, and the Baragwanath and
General Hospitals, Johannesburg, has joined Drs. Samuel, Komins
and Morris in radiological practice at 1 Lister Buildings, Jeppe
Street, Johannesburg.

Dr. Michael Denny, wat vir die afgelope agt jaar as Radioloog
vir die Addington en King Edward VIII hospitaJe te Durban,
as ook die Baragwanath en Algemene hospitale te Johannesburg
opgetree het, het by Drs. Samuel, Komins en Morris in radio­
logiesie praktyk aangesluit. Adres: I Lister Gebou, Jeppe Street,
Johannesburg.

***

BOOK REVIEWS BOEKRESENSIES

THE ACUTE PHASE OF POLIOMYELITIS

Diagnosis and Treatment of the Acute Phase of Poliomyelitis and
its Complications. Edited by Albert G. Bower, M.D. Pp. 250
with 64 illustrations. 50s. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox.
1954.

Contents: 1. A Modem Concept of the Treatment of Acute Poliomyelitis with
Particular Reference to Cases with Respiratory Insufficiency. 2. Diagnosis and
Differential Diagnosis of Poliomyelitis. 3. l\1edicaJ Management of the Patient
wiTh Acute Poliomyelitis. General Considerations. 4. The Role of the Oto'aryn­
gologist in the Treatment of Polinmyelitis. 5. Pulmonary Complicatinns of
Acute Poliomyelitis with Respiratory Insufficiency from an X-ray Standpoint.
6. Observations on Prevention and Treatment ofPuJmonary Complications of the
Tracheotomized Respirator Patient. 7. The Detection and Care of the Patient

with Respiratory Difficulty. 8. Special _fursing Preocedures for Respiratory
Poliomyelitis Patients. 9. Physical Medicine in the Treatment of Acute PoH 6
myelitis. ID. The Role of the Obstetrician in the Treatment of Poliomyelitis.
11. Mechanical Apparatus. 12. Transfer of Respirator Patients to Other Locations.
13. Biochemistry and Electrolyte Changes in Polinmyelitis. 14. Orthnped;c
Treatment. Including Bracing. 15. Experiment and Experience of the Poliomyelits.
Team of the Washoe CounTY MetlicaJ Society, Reno, Nevada. Index.

This book, edited by Dr. Albert G. Bower, is written by 14 expert
contributors, 11 of whom are members of a team attached to the
Los Angeles County Hospital-the second largest hospital for
communicable diseases in the USA. The clinical management and
technique employed in the treatment of patients in the acute phase
of poliomyelitis is described in detail and based on experience
gained by the members of this team from the treatment of J7,000
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cases at this hospital (11,000 have been treated during the past
7 year ).

Whilst all the main clin.ical aspects are very adequately dealt
wiLh, .it is felt that the chapters on th:: Medical Management of the
A ute Poliomyelitis Patient, the DetecLion and Care of the PaL.ient
with Respiratory Difficulty, and the Biochemistry and Electrot te
Changes in Poliomyelitis, are particularly useful. Throughout the
book the need for early tracheotomy in bulbar cases with respiratory
embarras ment is emphasized if the mortality in 'wet' bulbar
poliomyelitis is to be reduced. The book also includes valuable
contributions by the otolaryngologist, radiologist, physical
medicine expert, orthopaedic surgeon, and obstetrician. arious
types of mechanical apparatus used on the patient requiring artificial
respiration are described and their value asse sed.

The book is well and concisely written and contains many
exce!lent instructive illustrations. It is felt that it will be of general
interest to all doctors, and particularly u eful and informative to
tho e who are called upon to treat patients with acute poliomyelitis
in hospital.

D.M.K.

MEDICAL STATISTICS

Principles of Medical Statistics. Sixth edition. By A. Bradford
Hill, C.B.E., D.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.S. Pp. 314 + ix. 10s. 6d.
London: The Lancet Ltd. 1955.

Contems: I. Tbe Aim of tbe Statistical Method. 2. Selection. 3. Presentation of
Statistics. 4. The Average. 5. The Variability of Observations. 6. Calculation of
the Standard Deviation. 7. Problems of Sampling: Averages. 8. Funber Problems
of Sampling: Propor"Jons. 9. Further Problems of Sampling: Differences.
10. Funher Problems of Sampling: X'. I I. Funher Examples and Discussions
of X'. 12. Tbe Coefficient of Correlation. 13. Calculation of tbe Correlarion
Coefficient. 14. Life Tables and Survival after Treatment. 15. Common Fallacies
and Difficulties. 16. Funher Fallacies and Difficulties. I . Calculation of Stan­
dardised Deatb-Rates. 19. Calculation of Standardised Indices. 20. Clinical
Trials. 21. General Summary and Conclusions. Index.

In the 1st edition of this admirable book on medical st'ltistics, the
author discussed the problem ofclinical trials in his chapter 'General
Summary and Conclusions'. In this 6th edit.ion, which appears
I years later, he has devoted a new chapter to this subject, in which
the topic is discussed in detail. It is of very great importance today
since every doctor's post-box overflows with advertisements from
drug houses claiming greater efficacy for their products.

Medical practitioners have a rather ostrich-like attitude to
statistics, often because they don't understand the subject and are
frightened by the magical mathematical symbols they see written
in articles.

The brilliance of this book is that it can be read by the non­
mathematically minded individual (such as the reviewer) and yet
be enjoyed and understood. The \\ftiting is crystal clear and simple
and the illustrations well chosen to interest a large reading public.

Most of the book is devoted to the techniques which'the statis­
tician employs in presenting and in interpreting figures. A great
deal of discussion devolves round the meaning of 'significance'
of difference between two sets of figures, and to the inferences that
can be drawn from such differences.

Dr. Bradford HiJl emphasizes time and again the care which
investigators must take to ensure that the data they compare are
in fact comparable. He also emphasizes the application of common
sense and logic to the interpretations of the figures.

This slim volume is packed with wisdom presented in an
eminently readable form and should be owned by every under­
graduate and postgraduate student of medicine.

BOJ"oiE Ai",!) BONES

v Bone and Bones. Fundamentals ofBone Biology. Second edition.r By Joseph P. Weinmann, M.D. and Harry Sicher, M.D., D.Se.
Pp. 508 with 302 illustrations. South African price £5 17s.
St. Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company. 1955.

Comenls: Pari 1. ormal Structure and Growth of Bone and Bones. I. Bone
Ti sue. 2. Bones. Part If. Patholo!!v of Bone and Bones. 3. Developmental
Di-turbances of the Skeleton. 4. Adaptalional Deformities of tbe Skeleton.
5. The Influence of Endocrine Glands on Bone and Bones. 6. The Influence of
Vitamins on Bone and Bones. 7. The Effect of Minerals on Bone and Bones.
8. Healing of Bones. 9. ectosis of Bone and Inflammation of Bones. 10. Tumors
of the Skeleton. 11. Idiopathic Lesions of the Skeleton. References.

This book with the odd title, ('bone is a tissue; bones are organs')
is particularly memorable for large numbers of magnificent photo­
micrographs. Although none of them are in colour their detail
and definition is such that the various structures, fibrils, cells and
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so on stand out from each other in superb clarity. This applies
to every photograph-there is not a ingle mediocre one.

In compari on the text is rather pedestrian. It is, where the
reviewer is able to judge, good and accurate' in places, ralher hard
to follow. h certainly is not a book to read traight through. There
does not seem to be an thing new or particularly remarkable in it.
There is disappointingly little on hyperthyroidism or on 0 teoporo-
is, but it is a plea ure to see term correctly u ed. The con ption

of 0 teogenesis imperfecta a 'congenital osteoporo i ' is a good
one, and in accord with modem vie\ .

The ection on acromegaly is lOO tout tanding. The mechani m
of the variou deformities found in this condition are explained in
detail.

There are few X-ray reproductions in thi book-it i written by a
pathologi t and an anatomist in collaboration. It can, neverthele ,
be heartily r commended to the radiologist; also to the pathologi t,
the orthopaedic surgeon and the physician interest d in bone or
bones.. P.J.

MEDICAL GENETICS

Counseling in Medical GeneTics. By Sheldon C. Reed. Pp. 268 +
viii. 4.00. Philadelphia & London: W. B. Saunders Company.
1955.

Contenls: I. 'In tbe Beginning'. 2. Wbat are the 'Problems? 3. A Philosophy
for Counseling. 4. A Few Laws. 5. Twins. 6. Don't Marry a Relative! 7. Tbe
Ubiquitous Heterozygote (or. The Common Carrier). . Mongolism. 9. ervous
System Malformations. 10. Clubfoot. 11. Harelip and Cleft Palate (of Mice and
Men). 12. Congenital Hean Disease. 13. Mental Retardalion. 14. String Beans
and Chubbies. 15. Pyloric Stenosis. J6. Congenital Dislocation of the Hip.
17. Fibrocystic Disease of the Pancreas. 18. Blood Genetics. 19. Disputed Pater­
nitv. 20. Skin Color. 21. Convulsive Seizures. 22. Rheumatic Fever. 23. Tuber­
culosis. 24. Allergies. 25. Diabetes. 26 Schizophrenia. 27. Manic-Depressive
Psycbosis. 2 . Genetic Effects of Radiation. 29. Putting the Puzzle Together.
Appendix. Index.

Here at last is a really easy book on medical genetics. 0 one,
absolutely no one, not even you, need be scared of it. It i to be
feared that there i a considerable amount of ignorance even among
our own ranks on this subject, together \ ith misconceptions and
misuse of term like 'familial' and 'hereditary'. This book takes us
from the beginning in a practical way, alway \ ith the main theme
in mind. The main theme is the advice (or counseling') which we,
as doctors, should give when consulted on a genetic problem.

I thoroughly recommend that it should be read by all of us. It
could with profit be read by intelligent laymen. It appears to be
highly accurate and up to date. The reviewer has found two things
to quibble about; one on p. 103, the rather slighting reference to
breast feeding and one on page 197, the too easy ac.ceptance of
foetal lo~s in a diabetic mother.

Works on medical genetics are usually written either by a doctor
who knows little genetics or by a geneticist who knows even le s
medicine. The author here appears to understand both disciplines.

W.P.U.J.

PRIMARY ANATO 1Y

Primary Anatomy. Third Edition. By H. A. Cates, M.B. and
J. V. Basmajian, M.D. Pp. 339 + xii, with illustrations and
plates. 46s.6d. London: Ba.illiere, Tindall and Cox Ltd. 1955.

Coments: l. Introduction. 2. Skeletal System. 3. Articular System. 4. Muscular
System. 5. Digestive System. 6. Respiratory System. 7. Urinary System. 8.
Generative or Reproductive System. 9. Circulatory System. 10. ervous System.
11. The Eye. 12. The Ear. 13. Skin and Endocrine Glands.

A knowledge of Anatomy is required by many students other than
those studying medicine, and thi text-book supplies their need.
It is intended for nurses, occupational therapists, physiotherapists
and all those requiring an elementary knowledge of human ana­
tomy. There are but few text-books which fill the need for these
students. ur es ometimes have to rely on books intended for
school children or written for First-Aid or Home ursing cia e,
which are obviously too superficial and imple. This book supplie
all the necessary information needed by these non-medical students
and is sufficiently comprehensive to satisfy the mo t seeking
amongst them.

The choice of a systematic rather than a regional approach is
greatly to be recommended. This produces clarity and continuity
and introduces a good deal of phy iology at the alOe time.

The book is generously illustrated and the drawings are of the
bold, clear and chematic type where every picture tells a story.

P.J.M.R.




