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PASS G EVE S : IN DIE VERBYG

otification of
in the Union

Dr. C. W. Coplans, of Sam ewman Hou e, Burg Street Cape
Town, Specialist in Phy ical edi ine, who has been away owing
to indi po ition, will re ume his practi e on 18 ovember 1957.

* * *
Vth Congress of the international Society of internal Medicine.
The preliminary programme ha been published of thi congr ,
which i to be held in Philadelphia, SA, on 23-26 pril) 95 .
Enquiri hould be addressed to the Secretary-General, 4200
Pine treet, Philadelphia 4, Pa, U A. Members planning to
attend the congre mu t complete the prescribed registration
form and end it before I February 195. The annual e ion
of the American College of Phy ician will be held at Atlantic
City, , from 2 pril to 2 May, and member of the congre
are in ited to attend. A tour has been arranged starting from
Atlantic City on 7 May; the itinerary includes Wa hington,
Baltimore, Ann Arbor, iagara Fall and Bo ton, and will ter­
minate on 15 May at ew York.

* * *
Professor E. L. Bortz, M.D., of the University of Pennsylval1ia,
Philadelphia, USA, who took a prominent and most acceptable
part in the proceedings of the South African Medical Congress
recently held at Durban, left for ew York by air on 26 September.
The following is an extract from a letter he has since written to a
member of the Association:

'With the remarkable experiences of the la t three weeks we
find our elves still travelling from place to place. I must say that
in aB of my travels in previous year, we have never experienced

the graciou ho pita1ity and kindly friend hip which you wonderful
people in your great nation extended to us from the States. , e
were much impres ed with the high quality of research work in
the variou centres and, of cour e, it wa a unique privilege to
appear on the program of the Congres with your di tinguished
teachers and Sir Ru sell Brain and Sir Harry Platt.'

* * *Union of ourh Africa. Department of Health.
formidable epidemic diseases and poliomyelitis
during the period 18 October-24 October 1957:

Poliomyelitis
Eur. at. Col. As. Total

Tran vaal .. 3 2 5
Cape Province 2 2 4
Orange Free State ..

atal 2 3

Totals .. 6 4 2 12

Plague, Smallpox, Typhus Fever: il.
Corrections

Two (2) ative ca es (Lady Frere District) notified in ews
Letter o. 39 of 1957 have subsequently been diagnosed as not
poliomyelitis. One (I) European case (pinetown District) notified
in ews Letter o. 41 of 1957 has subsequently been diagnosed
as not poliomyelitis.

REVIEWS OF BOOKS: BOEKRESENSIES

THE 1 rrERNATIONAL GEOPHYSICAL YEAR

The international Geophysical Year. By Wemer Beude!er.
71 Page. ,.0.60, 3s., 150 fr. Pari: Une co. 1957.

Contents: Section I. The Earth as a Planet. Section IT. The Science of Geo­
physics. Section /11. The International Geophysical Year. Section IV. The
Scope of the International Geophysical Year. Section V. The Exploration of
the Atmosphere. Section VI. At the Border of the Universe. Section VlT. Pre­
lude to Space Flight. Section V/lt. Probing into the Sun'. Mysteries. Section IX.
Exploring the Earth. Section X. A Strange Land-Antarctica. Section Xl.
Value of the Programme. Glossary.

The intematiooal physical year has now begun. It includes
scientific ob ervation in every civilized country of the world
and expeditions to the Antarctic by several nations. Jt ha brought
together in cooperation countrie not usually on friendly terms.
The. newspapers and broadcast tations of the world have pub­
licized various a pects of the I.G.Y. to 0 great an extent that
everyone has heard of it and no man of professional tatu care
to remain ignorant of it main aims or the mean taken to achieve
them.

The author has written a simple and easily read account of
the development of the idea of the I.G.Y. from earlier and success-

ful, though less ambitious, attempts at scientific cooperation
between nations-the first and second polar years. He describes
the organization re ponsible for the arrangements and shows
that the scientific observations are of common interest to man­
kind. He describes the main branches of Geophysics, the physics
of the Earth and its atmosphere, and how the study of the Earth
naturally expands so as to include observations of cosmic rays
and of the radiation and physics of the sun. In a bookiet of this
small size it would be unrea onable to expect much pace to be
devoted to South Africa's contribution to the J.G.Y., but a good
deal of attention is devoted to the scientific exploration of the
Antarctic, which concerns South Africa very do ely.

n interesting description, well illustrated, is given of the
artificial atellites and of the manner of their launching by means
of multiple rockets. He discusses the use of rockets for explora­
tion of the upper atmosphere and shows the value of observations
of the sun's ultra-violet radiation and of solar flares. In short,
the author de cribes the main activities of the LG.Y. and dis­
cusses their importance. The booklet di. cusses these matters
in uch a way that, although scientifically sound, it i easily followed
by the non-expert and hould be of interest to every intelligent
person.

W.S.

CORRESPONDE CE: BRIEWERUBRIEK

This permis ion will only be con idered in very pecial circum­
stances.

1n regard to local authoritie where medical officers in full­
time employment are subsidized by this Department, uch sub idy
will be withdrawn if they engage in private practice without the
prior consent of thi Department.

FULL-TIME MEDICAL OFFICERS AND LIFE-IN URA 'CE

EXAMINATIONS

To the Editor: 1 hould like to refer to the letter under the nom­
de-plume laap whi h appear on page 10 0 of the South African
Medical Jot/mal i ued on 19 October 1957, and to tate that,
as far a lhi D partment i oncemed, no full-lime medical
officer i at liberty to engage in private practice without prior
appro al from this office in term of ection 24 of the Public

rvice t o. 54 of 195'7; and should he do so he render him-
self liable to a harge of miscondu t in term of the above et.

Department of Health
P.O. Box 386
Pretoria
2 October 1957

J. du Pre le Roux
Secretary for Health


