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NORMAL AND PATHOLOGICAL
DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN
BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD*

By Maria Dambska and Krystyna E Wisniewski. Pp. xv + 191.
Illustrated. £45./US$79. John Libbey & Co Ltd. 1999. ISBN 0-86196-
591-4.

This book is divided into two parts — normal and abnormal
developmental neuroanatomy.

The major focus is classical neuroembryology with an
emphasis on the importance of architectural change in the
course of foetal development. The second section shows how
these processes may become defective.

This book is an overview of a very large subject. It is not
possible to combine all the clinical, molecular and genetic
changes of foetal development in a book which largely
emphasises architecture and structure.

This is particularly a problem in the abnormal section of the
book. Thus the section on pathological development is of
limited value to the clinician.

The references list is very extensive and occupies a third of
the book. There are very few references after 1995 and the
authors emphasise that it is not an up to date genetic or
chromosomal dissertation.

The book is suggested for persons in training especially in
the fields of neuropathology and paediatric neurology.
Researchers in these fields will find the clear presentation of a
complex subject of particular value.

There are few existing books which combine both the normal
and abnormal development of the CNS in one volume written
and integrated by the same authors. At a price of £45 (+R450),
the book is a useful addition to a library or to a more heavily
weighted collection of molecular genetic books on
development defects which have recently dominated the field.

Professor V U Fritz
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