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University of the Witwatersrand, Department of Anatomy:
Luncheon Club Lectures. The following meetings of the
Luncheon Club will be held at 1305 in Room C38, Old
Medical School Building, Hospital Street, Johannesburg.

Tuesday 19 March 1974: Dr Maurice Hockrnan will speak
on 'Jerusalem'.

Tuesday 26 March 1974: Professor Phillip Tobias will speak
on 'Seven weeks in New Zealand and Australia'.

International Prostaglandin Symposium, Upjohn (Pty) Ltd,
pioneers in the field of prostagland:n research, is sponsoring
a one-day International Prostaglandin Symposium, which will
be held on 28 March 1974 at the Sunnyside Park Hotel,
Johannesburg. The Symposium will take the form of a clinical
morning session and an experimental afternoon session. A
number of local investigators will report on the findings of
their research.

Further information is available from the Medical Director,
Upjohn (Pty) Ltd, p.a. Box 246, Isando, Tramvaal.

University of Cape Town and Association of Surgeons of
South Africa (MASA): Joint Lectures. The next meeting will
be held on Wednesday 27 March 1974 at 1730 in the E-fioor
Lecture Theatre, Groote Schuur Hospital, Observatory, Cape.
Professor C. Marks will speak on 'Carcenoid tumours of the
G.T. tract'.

College of Medicine of South Africa, Faculty of General
Practice. Surgical Symposium. A surgical symposium will be
held on Wednesday 27 March 1974 at 2015 in the D-fioor
Lecture Theatre, Red Cross Children's Hospital, Rondebosch.
The title of the symposium is 'Minor surgical conditions in
paediatrics'. The chairman will be Professor Jannie Louw
President of the College of Medicine of South Africa and
Head of the Department of Surgery of the Red Cross
Children's Hospital. The panel of doctors under his chair­
manship will consist of members d the Department of Surgery
of the University of Cape Town. .

AJl members of the medical profession are invited to attend.
Refreshments will be served.

Further information can be obtained from the Chairman,
Postgraduate Education Committee, College of Medicine of
South Africa, 17 Milner Road, Rondebosch, Cape.
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Book Reviews: Boekbesprekings

EI''VIRONMENT AND CANCER SPINAL INJURIES

Environment and Cancer. A collection of papers presented
at the 24th Annual Symposium on Fundamental Cancer
Research, 1971. Pp. xiii + 475. Illustrated. $19,00. Balti­
more: The Williams & Wilkins Company. 1972.

The papers are grouped under three headings-'Identification
of hazards in the environment'; 'Mechanisms of cancer in­
duction'; and 'Host-dependent factors in environmental car­
cinogenesis'. References are up-to-date, diagrams well repro­
duced and the discussions well edited. Papers vary in quality
and clarity, some being highly specific and detailed, while
others are much more general.

Higginson presents an epidemiological approach with special
reference to correlation studies and monitoring systems. He
estimates that 80% of tumours are conditioned by the environ­
ment and thus are theoretically preventable.

The environmental factors are the most obviously con­
trollable links in the chain of malignant transformation and
for this reason the symposium directed its attention to re­
search on the relationship between the environment and
cancer.

Injuries of the Spinal Cord. The management of paraplegia
and tetraplegia. By N. G. Suiton, M.B., Ch.M., D.S.,
F.R.C.S., F.R.S.C. Ed., F.R.A.C.S. Pp. viii + 185. Illus­
trated. R 11,00. Londo"n and Durban: Butterworths. 1973.

This book is an excellent primer for the uninitiated in spinal
injury. It is of great value to the young physiotherapist, oc­
cupational therapist or even for that matter the young doctor
who is starting out to treat his first paraplegic patient. The
controversies in this subject are stated and glossed over, and the
final solutions in the opinion of the author are not given.
He rather gives the opinions of many people and leaves it
for the reader to decide for himself. As such, l would recom­
mend it for any persons who have a paraplegic patient to
treat or are starting in a post in a paraplegic unit. Later,
however, one would have to go into the subject in greater
detail.
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