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significantly within certain age ranges in respect of the
percentage counts for neutrophils, lymphocytes and eosino
phils. On the basis of the absolute values for the differential
counts, on the other hand, a significant difference for all
age-groups was found in respect of eosinophils only.

The greater incidence of both a relative and an absolute
eosinophilia in the rural group can almost certainly be
considered to indicate that parasitism was more common
in this group than in the urban group.

This finding is not at all surprising as the rural group
lived in an area where rivers and streams are infected with
bilharzia. Other sources of parasitism, particularly those
which accompany poor sanitation, should however also
be considered as possible causes for the increased eosino
philia. The higher incidence of eosinophilia in the younger
age-groups of both populations might be associated with
the fact that younger persons would be more likely to
bathe in rivers and streams than older persons. The fact
that the age range in which there was a significant differ
ence between the two groups was greater in respect of the
total eosinophil counts than in the percentage counts,
may be ascribed to differences, although not statistically
significant, in the total white cell counts.

A significant difference between the two populations
was also found with regard to the neutrophilflymphocyte
ratio for the age-group 17 - 32 years, but it is difficult to
draw any conclusions from this finding at this stage. It
might, however, be worth while to obtain more informa
tion on this variable in future haematological surveys.

As stated before, no association could be found between
any aspect of the white cell counts and the sedimentation
rates that could be held to point to a greater incidence of
focal or general sepsis on the part of the rural population.
The presence of streptococcal or staphylococcal infection

can normally be expected to cause a rise in the total leu
cocytes as well as in the total and percentage neutrophil
counts, together with an increase in the sedimentation rates.
An increased incidence of virus or even bacillary infections
is not necessarily excluded, however, by the rural findings.
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Book Reviews

VOORKOMENDE GENEESKUNDE

•• Boekbesprekings

SNAKE VENOMS

Preventive Medicine in Medical Care. Deur K. Schwarz,
M.B., B.Ch., M.R.C.P., D.P.H. Pp. viii + 216. £2.50.
Londen: H. K. Lewis 1970.

Verskillende siektetoestande, eers op 'n aansteeklike siektevlak
en later op 'n nie-aansteeklike siektevlak word kortliks bespreek
met veral 'n beklemtoning van die primere en sekondere voor
koming en die volksgesondheidsaspekte daaraan verbonde. Die
klinikus sowel as die spesialis in voorkomende geneeskunde
kan by hierdie boek baat vind. Elke onderwerp word vanuit 'n
vooropgestelde skema bestudeer en onderwerpe soos ongelukke,
kardio-vaskulere afwykings, metaboliese afwykings, ens., word
deeglik bespreek veral met die oog om gemeenskap-gesondheids
maatreeIs te neem. Die werk word hartlik aanbeveel vir al
gemene praktisyns, volksgesondheidsdeskundiges en gesond
heidsverpleegsters.

A.S.

Snake Venoms and Envenomation. Special issue of Clinical
Toxicology, Vol. 3, No. 3. Ed. by R. T. Rappolt. Pp. 174.
Illustrated. $8.50. New York: Marcel Dekker. 1970.

This volume deals with the identification of poisonous snakes,
the development and histology of the venom glands, the bio
chemistry and pharmocology of snake venoms, the structure
and actions of elapid neurotoxins, and the treatment of snake
bite.

All the authors have international standing and all the
articles contain something of value. In particular, Jimenez
Porras'· biochemical review (413 up-to-date references) and
Lee's discussion of elapid neurotoxins are most useful.

The price prevents one from recommending this publication
to the general practitioner but medical and scientific libraries
should acquire a copy.

P.A.c.


