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AlROL ROCHE-TOPICAL ACNE PREPARATION

Roche Products (Pty) Ltd announce the introduction of Airol
Roche, and supply the following information:

Airol Roche (vitamin A acid) provides a most effective treat­
ment of acne vulgaris, especially forms with comedones, by
stimulating the normal mitotic activity of the skin and come­
done wall, which results in desquamation of the cornified
lamella.

With no evidence of inflammation, the comedone loses its
anchorage in the epithelium, is partly raised from its bed,

and projects from the mouth of the follicle, so that it is
washed away during the daily cleansing of the skin.

Airol Roche is available as a vanishing cream in 20 g packs,
and as a lotion in 50 ml packs, and contains, as an active
substance, 0,05% vitamin A acid (Tretinoin all trans-retinoic
acid).

Further information is available from Roche Products (Pty)
Ltd, p.a. Box 129, Isando, Transvaal.

FLAGYL 400 TABLETS AND FLAGYL SUSPENSION

Maybaker (SA) (Pty) Ltd announce the introduction of Flagyl
400 tablets and Flagyl Suspension, and supply the following
information:

Flagyl 400 tablets and Flagyl Suspension are two presenta­
tions of metronidazole that will facilitate the administration

of this compound in adults and in children suffering from
conditions such as trichomoniasis, amoebiasis, giardiasis, and
ulcerative gingivitis (Vincent's).

Further information may be obtained from the Medical
Products Department, Maybaker (SA) (Pty) Ltd, p.a. Box
1130, Port Elizabeth.

FLOTATION BED

Beaufort (Air-Sea) Equipment Ltd announce the introduction
of the Beaufort-Winchester flotation bed, and supply the
following information:

The Beaufort-Winchester flotation bed is designed to reduce
the normal effects of the earth's gravity in respect of the
bearing pressure acting on a patient's body, and has shown
outstanding results in the care of patients suffering from
severe burns or bedsores, as well as being useful in the care
of patients who have undergone plastic surgery.

The patient is floated in water, but is separated from the
water by a thin, flexible water-tight membrane, which is free
to follow the contours of the body. Thus the bearing pressures
acting on the immersed parts of the body at any level are
merely those caused by the hydrostatic pressure gradient of
the water. These bearing pressures are so low that a good
blood supply to wounds on which the patient is lying is

assured. Theoretically, under these circumstances, wounds
and pressure ulcers should heal, and in practice they do-with
astonishing rapidity-even in cases which have proved resis­
tant to months of conventional therapy.

A further effect of the low bearing pressure is that no move­
ment is required to ease pressure points during sleep, as in a
conventional bed. The laxity of the membrane ensures that
there is no shearing friction between any wounds and the
membrane, when voluntary movement takes place. This eli­
minates heavy expenditure of nursing "time and effort required
for regularly turning patients who are suffering from bedsores.
or those patients who are likely to develop them.

Further information is available from Beaufort (Air-Sea)
Equipment Ltd, Wren Nest Mill, High Street West, Glossop,
Derbyshire, England.

Boekbesprekings
BIRTH DEFECTS AND FETAL DEVELOPMENT

•• Book Revie'ws
ORTHOPAEDIC APPLIA CES

Birth Defects and Fetal Development. Endocrine and meta­
bolic factors. Ed. by K. S. Moghissi, M.D. Pp. xii + 334.
Illustrated. $24,50. Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.
1974. .

This book endeavours to bring together, in a series of chapters
by a number of authors who are expert in their fields, all
factors which affect fetal development, and which may be
responsible for birth defects. It encompasses a variety of
subjects, from the regulation of nucleic acid synthesis, to
microsurgical approaches, and genetic counselling.

It reflects the recent endeavours to improve the quality of
life, and is to be recommended as a very useful source of
reference.

DAD.

Orthopaedic Splints and Appliances. By loan M. Kennedy,
M.C.S.Po. a. .c. Pp. viii + 200. Illustrated. £2,50. London:
Baillihe Tindall. 1974.

The authoress is to be congratulated on producing an up-to­
date and well-illustrated reference work on splints and ortho­
paedic appliances. The instructions are clear and unambiguous.
Though the preface indicates a modest audience, I feel that
this is the most suitable text available to all workers in this
field, and especially to the orthopaedic registrars in training.

In dealing with meningomyelocele, one would like to see
lack of protective sensation stressed, as well as muscle im­
balance. This minor criticism merely emphasises the general
excellence of this book.

C.I.F.


