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PRESIDE TTIAL ADDRESS BY DR. LEWIS S. ROBERTSO

TATIO TAL CANCER ASSOCIATIO

£1,500

£1,250
£1,250-

£6,000

Totit! ..

word 'attempt' advisedly, as I, too, now find myself confronted
with so many 'unknown factors and dara' that an as e ment of
damages in these ircum tances may well in many re pects, be
regarded-and justifiably o-as 'guess-work'. That, however,
does not relieve me of the dut to a e damages a best I can,
on the material before me.

The first and mo t difficult question to answer, but nevertheles
an important one, is whether on the evidence before me, it would
be correct to find, on a balance of probabilities, that plaintiff
could have been 'cured' of the di ease without entailing a 10 of
limbs-cured, not permanently, but in the sense in \ hich he
presently find herself-tbat i to say, although a Kaposi' disease
patient in whom the di ea e may remanifest itself in an active
form at any given moment, nevertheles is a patient enjoying,
in the words of Dr. Murray, 'a reasonable prospect that the
disease \ ill not re-occur again'. If it doe not, and she is to be
allowed her normal expectation of life, he will, according to
the calculations of an actuary, one Erikson, live for 42· 8 (forty
two point eight) year.

(The learned Judge then considered the e idence and con
cluded.)

In the nett result, thereof, plaintiff obtains judgment with
costs against defendant in the following amotmts:

(i) In respect of artificial limbs
(ii) In respect of future medical expenses

(ill) In respect of procuring the services of an
assistant ..

(iv) In respect of loss of amenities, di figurement,
pain and suffering

The relation between smoking and cancer has received blazing
publicity, not to say notoriety. Work of great importance in this.
field has been a statistical survey into tobacco smoking and the
relation of atmospheric pollution to lung cancer. According to
several research workers the death rate for cancer of the lung
increases in proportion to the number of cigarettes smoked per
week. At a rough estimate it appears that about half the death.
of men from lung cancer arise from cigarette smoking. The
problem of the deleterious effects of smoking is a huge one, but
no authoritative emphatic statement can be made at present on
the matter.

The Association has established a film library dealing with
different aspects of cancer, and there ha been a good demand
for the loan of professional films. Libraries attached to medical
schools have been provided with several scientific journal bearing
on cancer. The distribution of pamphlets to the public has
continued unabated and favourable comments have been received
on their contents and the manner of presentation of the subject
matter contained in them.

The Association is particularly concerned about the influence
of unqualified persons treating patients suffering from cancer;
and efforts are being made to impress upon cancer ufferers the
dangers they run by entrtl ting themselves to unqualified persons
in the treatment of such a serious disease, thereby jeopardizing
their chances of subsequent cure.

Members are no doubt impres ed by the amount of re earch
work sponsored by the Association. In due course the re ults of
these investigations will be available.

Cobalt Bombs and Linear AcceleraLOrs
The question of the acqui ition of cobalt bombs and linear

accelerators for installation in the main hospitals in the principal
centres of South Africa has been kept under cont:nual review
both through correspondence with oversea authorities and by
discussions with distingui hed experts in this field who have
visited South Africa. Because of the controversial nature of the
subject a it affects South Africa, the ociation has obtained
the advice of leading authorities in Britain. They are in favour

(The learned Judge then dealt with this factor and other evidence
and proceeded.)

On the probabilities before me, coupled with the expressions of
opinion by Drs. Weinbren, Osier and Cones, I find as a fact that
the dosag~ and technique employed in plaintiff's case resulted
in the administration to her of X-rays of too high an order, and
whicb exceeded the limits of skin or tissue tolerance, so in the end
causing the necrosis and leading to the amputation of these limbs.
I have mentioned that Dr. Cohen in 1949 was confronted with
an extremely difficult task, for reasons I need not repeat again.
I have given due consideration to the question whether he merely
'erred in a matter of opinion', but cannot persuade myself to
subscribe to that view. For reasons mentioned 1 have found
that he acted without ordinary or reasonable care in a number
of respects, which again as a matter of probability, either in
dividually or conjunctively, contributed towards the dosage
which exceeded tbe limits of skin or tissue tolerance. In tbis
connection I may state that the size of the fields employed, the
fact of opposing fields baving been used, and the short interval
of time over which the dosage was administered, appear to me
to have been the main contributing factors-and although Dr.
Cohen stated that ten per cent of Kaposi's disease ca~s appear
to be unlucky in the sense that they may suffer amputation of a
limb or limbs, and that 'Plaintiff was one' of the ten per cent
of these cases, I am unable to agree with the latter portion of that
view. Plaintiff's misfortune was, in my opinion, not occasioned
by chance, or by 'an error of judgment in a matter of opinion',
but by actions on the part of the therapist which fell short of
ordinary care and diligence.

In the nett result therefore, I find that defendant is liable to
plaintiff on both the main and the alternative cause of action.

1 must now attempt to assess the quantum of damages. I use the

At the annual general meeting of the ational Cancer Association
of South Africa, which was held in Johannesburg on 23 August
1957, the adoption of the annual report and accounts for 1956
was moved by the President, Dr. Lewis S. Robertson.

After speaking in terms of high appreciation of what the As
sociation owed to the late Mr. Hugh R. Solomon, Chairman of
the Board of Trustees, who was still alive at the previous annual
meeting, and referring to the Association's need for more funds,
Dr. Robertson said that the Association went forward with
confidence in the importance of the cause, and determined year
by year to intensify the efforts made to solve the riddle of cancer
and to end the misery and fear which that word evoked in the
pas!.

The problem of cancer is the concern of the whole world. As
far as our present information is concerned, about 10% of cancer
cases are completely cured, a further 20% could be cured by
full application of all presently available knowledge on case
detection, diagnosis and treatment, and the remainder, 70 %,
represent the size of the research problem.

Education of the Puhlic
Tn this connection we are brought face to face with a problem

hich is exercising critical minds in many parts of the world,
namely the education of the public in matters relating to cancer.
This is a question which is of great concern to the Association
and the effeets of public education, where tbis bas been practised,
IS being studied in all its a pects. With tbe information available
at present, the Association is in a position to adjudicate on tbe
problem; to decide how far on the one hand education of the
public will bring the patient to the doctor when the disease is
in a curable stage, and on the other hand bow far it may generate
fear in people unaffected by cancer. Educating the public is like
declaring war. There is no backing out once it has started and
the issue can only be one of victory or defeat. As in declaring
Wat it is a problem not only of 'whether', but of 'how' and of
·when'.

In research throughout the world the greatest volume of re
;catch is devoted to treatment of cancer.
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'of large hospitals obtaining radio-active cobalt bombs, but all
'stressed tha~, before e~?arking on the installation of such equip
ment, hospital authonties must ensure that they have available
adequately trained and experienced medical personnel and phy
:sicists for the operation of cobalt bombs and supervoltage ma
chines. A report of the Medical Research Council of Great
Britain recently received, supports the views of the authorities
-consulted.

The attitude adopted by the ational Cancer Association
·endorsed by these eminent authorities, is that it cannot support
the purchase of radio-active cobalt bombs unless specially trained
and experienced personnel to handle the equipment are available.
The As ociation has noted with satisfaction that South African
-physicists are being sent abroad for training in the handling of
~uper-voltag~ and radio-active equipment and to gain experience
~n the techniques of super-voltage radiotherapy.

Infonnation has been obtained from authorities in Britain that
radio-active cobalt will not be available for shipment to South
Africa until the latter half of 1958 and no radio-active caesium
will be available until 1960. By that time the position in regard
to the availability of trained personnel to handle super-voltage
equipment shonld have materially altered. The more powerful
super-voltage linear accelerator of the 25-million-electron-volt
type is reported to have many advantages over a thousand curie
cobalt bomb. It can be used for various other purposes, such as
generating a beam of free electrons, to make isotopes and pro
duce neutron rays. The cost of such a machine is in the region
of £80,000 and, in addition, the necessary buildings would cost
approximately £30,000. The ational Cancer Association con
siders that the time is not ripe for it to support the purchase of a
machine of this description.

SOUTH AFRIC MEDICAL CO GRESS, DURBAN, 15--21 SEPTEMBER 1957

The Final Circular has now been issued for the South African
Medical Congress, which will take place in Durban from Sunday
10 Saturday, 15-21 September 1957. The Headquarters will be at
Red Cross House, Old Fort Road, Durban.

His Excellency the Governor-General, Dr. the Hon. E. G.
Jansen has graciously consented to be Patron.

President: Dr. H. Grant-Whyte. Chairman of Organizing
-Committee: Dr. A. Broomberg. Hon. Organizing Secretaries:
Dr. B. Crowhurst Archer and Dr. S. Disler. Hon. Medical Secre
Jaries: Dr. J. Kelman Drurnmond and Dr. A. J. Wilmot. Hon.
Treasurers: Mr. Aubrey Beiles and Dr. F. Wait.

Conveners of Subcommittees. Entertainments: Mr. R. C. J.
Hill. Scientific Exhibition: Mr. B. W. Franklin Bishop. Trades
Exhibition: Dr. J. Stolp. Arts, Crafts and Hobbies Exhibition:
Dr. M. J. Cohen. Brochure and Publicity: Dr. F. B. Proksch.
Ladies' Committee: Mrs. H. Grant-Whyte. Ball: Mrs. J. K.
Drummond. Banquet: Mrs. V. Larsen. Bridge and Teas: Mrs.

. A. Rossiter. Concerts: Mr. A. Broomberg. Excursions:
Mrs. M. Stein. Flowers: Mrs. S. Sacks. Press Liaison: Mrs. F. B.
Proksch. Registration: Mrs. L. Sagorin. Sport: Mrs. K. W.
Dyer. Transport: Mrs. S. McMahon and Mrs. A. Tavlor.

Popular Lecture. Dr. T. C. Routley, C.B.E., Consultant-General
~f the World Medical Association, will deliver a lecture entitled
You and Your Doctor' at 8.45 p.m. on Sunday, 15 September

.at the Playhouse, Smith Street, Durban. .
Opening Ceremony. This will take place at 8.30 p.m. on the

Monday in the City Hall, Durban. The Opening Address will be
delivered by His Excellency the Governor-General, and Dr.
Grant-Whyte (who will have been inducted as President of the
Medical Association of South Africa at the Annual General
Meeting on 11 September) will deliver the Presidential Address.
Evening and academic dress.

Civic Reception by His Worship the Mayor of Durban (Coun
.cillor Percy Osborn) at the City Hall, Durban, on Wednesday
at 6 p.m.

Regis/ration. Sunday 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Monday 8.30-9.30
.a.m. Fee £3 3 Od for members, £1 1s Od for intern members.
Banquet £2 2s Od (including wines), Congress Ball £3 3s Od (double
ticket). Membership badge, which is to be worn at all meetings
.and functions, car stickers, and Congress brochure will be issued
-on registration. To avoid congestion members are requested to
complete regis/ra/ion and pay for registration, banquet and ball by
post.

Those who have not so far indicated their intention to attend
Congress should return the intention card immediately. Accommo
dation is still available in Durban, but it should be booked
immediately.

A Service and Information Bureau will be conducted by Caltex
.( Africa) Lld; use of telephone (Durban 6-8712); travel infonnatioD,
maps and bookings; return 'passages; bookings for theatres etc.;
-daily newspapers; car servicing infonnation.

Rest Room and Tea Room in Red Cross House; morning and
.afternoon teas (and also at the Scientific Exhibition). Light
lunches in Dan Pienaar Hall.

Banquet for Medical Graduates in the City Hall on Tuesday
evening---early application necessary as seating accommodation
limited.

Congress Ball in the City Hall on Friday at 8.30 p.m.

PLENARY SESSIO S

The programme of plenary sessions is as follows:
Monday 2.15 to 4.15 p.m. Cerebral Vascular Disease and the

Problems of Aging. Introduction, Sir Russell Brain, Bt. (past
President, R.C.P., London). Approach of the Physician, Dr.
M. M. Suzman; of the Psychiatrist, Dr. F. H. Kooy; of the
Surgeon, Mr. K. Lewer Alien. The Problems of Aging, Dr. E. L.
Bortz of the University of Pennsylvania, USA.

Tuesday 8.30 a.m.-1 p.ID. Parasitic Diseases of Man in Africa.
Introduction, Dr. M. Gelfand (of Salisbury). Surgical Aspects of
Bilharzia, Mr. C. Marks (of Salisbury). Human Disease caused
by some Common Wonus of Dogs and Cats, Prof. P. C. Beaver.
The Host-Parasite Relationship in Amoebiasis, Dr. R. Elsdon-Dew.

Thursday 8.30 to I p.m. The Surgery of Repair. Shock, Re
suscitation and Fluid Replacement, Prof. J. H. Louw. Injuries
of the Hand, Mr. W. Gissane (of Birmingham). Burns, Prof. T.
Pomfret Kilner (of Oxford). Head Injuries, Prof. N. M. Dott
(of Edinburgh). Summing up, Sir Harry Platt (Past President,
R.C.S., England).

Friday, 8.30 to 10.30 a.m. Recent Advances in Child Care.
Dr. A. Moncrieff (of London); Dr. D. M. T. Gairdner (of Cam
bridge); Dr. H. L. Wal1ace.

SECTIONS OF CONGRESS

The speakers in the various sectional meetings* are the following:
Anaesthetics (Ch.t J. C. Nicolson, V.Cht R. Moore Dyke,

Sec.§ K. H. Foord). R. Tovel1 (of Hartford, Connecticut), H. C.
Churchill-Davidson (of London), R. Bryce-Smith (of Oxford),
O. V. S. Ko~ J. T. Hayward-Butt. Combined with Gynaecology,
R. Bryce-SDllth, S. J. Smal and S. M. Joubert, M. G. H. Mayat.
Combined with Chest Diseases, D. Fuller, H. C. Churchill
Davidson. Combined with Otorhinolaryngology, R. Tovell.

Chest Diseases (Ch. B. van Lingen, V.Ch. G. R. Crawshaw,
Sec. 1. Bamat). D. Adler, V. Schrire and W. L. Phillips, J. C.
van der Spuy. Combined \vith Medicine and Paediatrics, I. Barnat,
B. A. Bradlow and J. L. Braudo, Louis Vogelpoel and V. Schrire,
J. L. Braudo and S. Javel!. Combined with Medicine, V. Schrire
and H. Gordon. Combined with Paediatrics, D. Adler, J. LannOD,
M. ellen and L. Vogelpoel. Combined with Medicine, J. C.
Gilfroy. B. Goldberg and I. R. Yadaken.

Dermatology (Ch. L. J. A. Loewenthal, V.Ch. J. Leeming,
Sec. S. H. Fine). Combined with Radiology, L. J. A. Loowenthal.

* Comhined meetings of more than one section are mentioned
under the relative section which comes first in alphabetical
order.
t Chainnan. t Vice-Chairman. § Secretary.


