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The following unusual case is reported, as we have not
been able to trace any similar one in the available
literature. .

History: An Mrican female, aged about 40 years,
of a very primitive tribe living along the banks of the
Zambezi; was vaccinated with others 'before the last

rains', possibly about I year previously. (This was the
nearest approximation to time that could be obtained.)
She was vaccinated on the left arm, a large area of
skin 2 X 3 inches was involved in the subsequent scar,
and some time later she noticed a sore developing at
the site and eventually arrived in this hospital on 25
August 1955.

On examination an old white scar 2 X 3 inches was
seen on the left upper arm, the upper half of which was
filled by a tumour. projecting 1/4 inch from the surface,
hard to the touch, and bleeding freely after slight trauma
(Fig. I). There was some secondary infection. Glands
in left axilla were enlarged. The Kahn test was negative.

Biopsy (26 August), reported by Dr. B. S. Tulloch,
Director, Public Health Laboratory, Bulawayo, was as
follows: 'The tumour has the structure of a low-grade
and well-differentiated squamous carcinoma, showing
gross hyperplasia of the epidermis with extension into
the corium and the formation of cell nests' in places.
Considerable pyogenic reaction in addition is present.

Ope;ation on 6 September. The whole scar-area was
widely excised and immediately grafted with thick
split-skin graft, sutured in place. The axilla was cleared
of glands through a separate incision. These glands
were reported on as inflammatory only-no secondaries
present. The graft 'took' uneventfully, and the patient
was discharged on 10 October 1955.

Comment. Squamous ·carcinoma is of course a
possible complication of long-standing chronic ulcera
tion, but the present case is interesting in that the
tumour developed on a vaccination scar in apparently
a very short time after inoculation, and local growth
was very rapid without obvious metastasis.

My thanks are due to Dr. A. F. Kennedy, 0.8.E., M.D.,
ER.C.P.I., Chief Medical Officer, Wankie Colliery Hospital, for
oermissio.n to report this case, and to Dr. B. S. TuJloch for the
pathological report.

PASSING EVENTS: IN DIE VERBYGAAN

A Conference will be held by the Society for the Study of Fertility
on 14 June 1956 at the Meeting House of the Zoological Society
of London, Regent's Park, and on 15 June at the National In
stitute for Medical Research, Mill Hill, London. The details of
the papers to be submitted are as follows: 'The role of seminal
fluid in fertility'; 'The influence of varicoceJe on spermatogenesis';
'Clinical investigations of a new long-acting progestational com
pound in infertility'; 'Testicular biopsy in sterile and subfertile
males'; 'Pregnancy following artificial insemination from epididy
mal cyst'; 'Brief evaluation of therapeutic measures used at an
inFertility clinic during the past 20 years'; 'Progress and problems
in sterility'; 'The clinical management of suspected tuberculosis
of the pelvis'; 'The therapeutic value of Hysterosalpingography
in the management of subfertility'; 'The etiology, treatment, and
prognosis of cornual occlusion of the fallopian tubes'; 'Foetal
atrophy in the rabbit'; 'Mechanism of speriation in the male

Frog Rana esclIlenta'; 'Histological changes of the normal and
pathological puberal human testis'; 'The activation of motility
in spermatazOli'; 'Studies relating to the storage of mammalia.n
spermatozoa'; 'The use of partitioned ejaculates in investigating
the role of accessory secretions in human semen'; 'The effect of
high. temperature on spermatogenesis'; Compensatory hyper
trophy of the rat testis'; 'The effect of chorionic gonadotrophin on
spermatogenesis in the mature rat'.

• • *
The Sixth International Congress of Otolaryngology will be held on
5-10 May 1957 at Washington, D.C, USA. The scientific
programme will comprise 3 Plenary Sessions at which the following
subjects wiU be discussed: (I) Chronic Suppuration of the Temporal
Bone; (2) Collagen Disorders of the Respiratory Tract; (3)
Papilloma of the Larynx; and original papers on other subjects


