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blankes, dan is dit nog 'n kwessie of die beperking van daardie
siekte daardeur bewerkstellig sal word."

TUBERCULOSIS IN THE UNION

During last year 30,364 cases of tuberculosis in all forms were
notified in the Union, Mr. J. E Naude, Minister of Health, said
in the House of Assembly last week (February 11) in reply to a

question put by Dr. J. van A. Steytler, M.P. for Queenstown.
He added that the number of persons between the ages of 15 and

35 years who died of tuberculosis from 1944 to 1952 was 40,141.
Monality statistics beyond that date were not yet available. The
figure was influenced, however, by the fact that up to June 1952 the
registration of deaths of atives, in terms of the Births, Marriages.
and Death Registration Act, o. 17 of 1923, as amended, was not
compulsory in rural areas.
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The CCTA Conference inevitably revolved around the problem:
of kwashiorkor and there were sessions covering this and related
problems of infant malnutrition on (I) Clinical Features, Demo
graphy and osography; (2) Pathology; (3) Bio-Chemistry and
(4) Dietetics. The final session was held under the title 'Malnutrition.
in mothers; and treatment and prevention of malnutrition in
infants and children'. A section of the report is devoted to termin
ology and in an appendix compiled by M. Autret 36 names are
given which have been used in various parts of the world for protein
malnutrition syndromes identical with or closely related to
kwashiorkor. In a footnote to this appendix the Editor of the
CCTA report comments that the term 'protein malnutrition' might
become generally acceptable. The subsequent third session of the
Joint Committee proceeded therefore to define the term (page 5,.
paragraph 2.2).

Another useful appendix in the report is by H. e. Trowell. It
includes provisional definitions of severe kwashiorkor and mild
kwashiorkor.

In spite of its late appearance this report is a ~ul reference
for those who are interested in problems of protein malnutrition
and kwashiokor, and in the public health approach to widespread
malnutrition.
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not include the Johannesburg General Hospital in this condemna
tion.

The Executive feels that there is no justification for the con
demnation of the efficiency of radiotherapy by private practitioners
and X-ray departments at hospitals other than the Johannesburg
General Hospital. It should be noted that these allegations of
mismanagement are not made by the Johannesburg hospital
authorities or by the Radiotherapist in charge at the Johannesburg
General Hospital.

The Executive cannot condemn too strongly the derogatory
statements made about the author's colleagues-both the clinicians
on the staff of tbe Johannesburg General Hospital and elsewhere
and radiologists. These statements accuse them of 'malpractice'
and being influenced by considerations of 'bad bus.iness', merely
because the author of the article does not agree with their views
on the dosage necessary under various conditions. The following
few examples will indicate how misleading the article is:

In the 3rd paragraph under the heading 'Regional Centres' on
page 1065 there is a discussion of a broadcast by a 'radiologist'
in the recent cancer campaign. The Executive of the Radiological
Society has obtained the script of this broadcast and after careful
comparison it states most emphatically that there is no resemblance
between the script of the broadcast and tbe version of the broadcast
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Malnutrition in African Mothers, Infants and Young Children.
Report of the Second Inter-African Conference on Nutrition,
held under the auspices of the .Commission for Technical Co
operation in Africa South of the Sahara (CCTA) at Fajara,
Gambia, 19-27 November 1952. Published August 1954, London:
Her Majesty's Stationery Office and agents, £I 5s.

This report is the record of a conference held in 1952, under the
aegis of the British Government on behalf of the Commission for
Technical Co-operation in Africa South of the Sahara (CCTA)
at the Medical Research Council's Field Research Laboratory,
Fajara, Gambia.

It is welcomed as a source of much valuable reference material
but it is regretted that its appearance has been so long delayed.
It can very profitably be read in conjunction with the report on the
third session of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on

utrition} This session was held immediately after the CCTA
Conference at Fajara, Gambia, and the members of the Joint
Committee all attended the CCTA meetings. 1t is useful to know
that it was in this context that the Joint Committee drew up the
definition of 'protein malnutrition' which has had considerable
publicity and which in turn became the subject of a conference in
Jamaica in November 1953.
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To the Editor: The Executive of the Radiological Society of South
Africa deplores and condemns the manner and matter of the
contribution on the above subject in your Journal of II December
1954.'

The Executive is compelled to take up this matter because of
the harm the article has already done in the Platteland and which
it may still do, unless it is refuted, among the junior members of
the profession, whether in Johannesburg or elsewhere.

The contribution contains, for instance, an extraordinary and
erroneous version of a broadcast talk given by a radiologist at the
request of the National Cancer Association Campaign Appeal
Committee. It also shows ignorance of the organization of radio
therapy services discussed and advocated-for many years by the
Radiological Society of South Africa. .

The article implies a superiority of the X-ray department at the
Johannesburg General Hospital as shown by such statements as:
'The danger of a multiplicity of smalle;r centres within a single
geographical region, is Cl(emplified by the following avoidable
tragedies on record in our files'; and 'Unfortunately, mismanage
ment of curable cancer is already all too frequent in both hospital
and private practice in South Africa'. The writer, obviously, does
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