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ASPECfS OF THE GROWTH OF THE HEART IN INFANCY
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BOEKRESENSIES

treatment of disease'. The title of this book is therefore somewhat
of a misnomer since, whilst giving an enormous amount of pain
stakingly collected and very valuable physical data, its other sections
in so large a field are necessarily deficient. It would perhaps
perform a greater service if those sections on Ra<;iiodiagnosis were
published separately and certain others, such as those on Radio
isotopes; amplified to form a 'Handbook of Radiological Physics'.

Further this basically useful little book is marred by a number of
minor technical errors in its generally clear and attractive
production. R.S.

***
South African Pharmaceutical Manufacturers' Association: With
the rapid growth and development of Pharmaceutical Manufac
ture in the Union, the need for such an Association has become
apparent, and 'S.A.P.M.A.' was inaugurated in May 1954 as a
national body representing the South'African pharmaceutical
manufacturing industry. Membership is Union-wide and covers
the major pharmaceutical' manufacturfug houses oPerating in
Cape Town, Durban, East London, Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth
and elsewhere.

The first Annual General Meeting was held in Port Elizabeth
in March 1955, when Mr. R. J. Oswald was elected Chairman
for the ensuing year and Mr. E. H. Lambert, Vice-Chairman.
Secretaries are the Midland Chamber ofIndustries, P.O. Box 3051,
Port Elizabeth, to whom enquiries may be addressed.

Allergology, and the following subjects will be dealt with: (I)
Histamine and Mechanism of Alle.rgical Reactions, (2) Drug
Allergy, (3) Immunology and Allergy, (4) Asthma, (S) Dermato
logic Allergy, (6) Helminthiasis, (7) Leprosy and Tuberculosis,
(8) Hormones and Allergy, (9) Specific and Non-specific Treat
ments of Allergy, (10) Psychosomatic Aspects of Allergy.

Besides lectures, conferences and presentation and discussion
of papers, motion-picture filrns and slides will be presented, visits
will be made to the Congress Scientific Exhibition and Commercial
Exhibition, and there, will be social activities including banquets,
cocktail parties, official- visits and excursions and an official recep
tion by the members of the Brazilian Government. Any medical
practitioner is eligible as a member of Congress. The registration
fee is US$15.OO. Members may bring relatives or friends as ac
companying members, for whom the fee will be US$6.OO each.

Prospective South African members should communicate with the
Secretary for External Affairs, Union Buildings, Pretoria. For
inclusion in ·the precis of papers, which will be published in the
4 official languages of the Congress (viz. Portuguese, Spanish,
English and French) before the Congress, contributors should
send 3 typewritten copies of their paper in precis form (not more
than 3 pages), to the General Secretariat, Avenida Rio Branco 277,
9 andar, grupo 904, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, before 31 July 1955.
Contributors will be given 5 minutes for the verbal presentation
of their papers. -

satisfactory guide to the relative growth of the two ventricles.
Weighing the fragments showed that in the first 2 months the

right ventricular free wall 'atrophied by about 20% of its birth
- weight while the septum and the free wall of the left ventricle
grew· rapidly.

As a result of this contrary growth process the major change
in relative ventricular status occurred in the 1st postnatal month,
and a permagently stable relative ventricular status, as judged
by the observations of weight, by 6 months of age. These findings
contrasted with the electrocardiographic findings in normal infants
and children.

IN DIE VERBYGAANPASSING EVENTS

HANDBOOK OF RADIOLOGY

Handbook of Radiology'~ Edited by Russell H. Morgan, M.D.
(pp. 518 + x with illustrations and tables. $10.00;) Chicago:
Year Book Publishers. 1955.

Contents: J. Definitions of Physical Terms and Units. 2. General Physical
Information. 3. Radiotherapel,ltic Data. 4. Radioisotopes. 5. Radiography and
Fluoroscopy. 6. Radiation Protection. Appendices. Index.

Radiology has been defined as 'that branch of Medical· Science
which deals with the use of ra<liant energy in the diagnosis and

BOOK REVIEWS

At a meeting of the Research Forum of the University of Cape
Town on 2 March 1955, Dr.. E. N. Keen emphasized the import
ance of knowing the maturity of the subjects in making surveys of
growth trends in infancy. A belief that there was a lag in the
growth of the heart in the early postnatal period was in his opinion
likely to be the result of the inclusion of premature subjects in
the series studied. . .

The ventricles of about 230 normal hearts from birth to the
age of 3 years were dissected in such a way as to separate the
free wall of the right ventricle from the remaining ventricular
myocardium. This procedure wa:s shown to provide a statistically

The Second International Congress of Allergology will be ;held,
under the offiCial sponsorship of the Brazilian Government, at
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; on 6-13 November 1955, at the Quitandinha
Hotel.

The Congress is spOnsored by the International Society of

Dr. G. T. du Toit of Johannesburg, accompanied by.Mrs. du
Toit will be arriving at Cape Town on the Boschfontein on 25
April, after a 4 months' tour of America and Europe. During
his sojourn in America Dr. du Toit attended the Annual General
Meeting of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons in
Los Angeles, where he gave a series of lectures.. .. .'

Dr. G. T. du Toit van Johannesburg, vergesel deur Mev. du
Toit sal op 25 April in Kaapstad aankom op die Boschfolitein
na 'n 4 maande toer van Amerilca en Europa. Gedurende sy
verblyf in Ame.rilca het Dr. du Toit die Jaarlikse Algernene Ver
gadering van die AineQkaanse Akadernie van Ortopediese Sjirurge
in Los Angeles bygewoon, waar hy 'n reeks lesings gegee het... .. ..
The Third International Congress on Tomography (Laminography,
Planigraphy) will be held in Genoa, Italy, on 3-12 October 1955,
at the Radiology Institute of the University of Genoa. The Con
gress will follow similar lines to those held in 1950 and 1952.
Tomography will be fully dealt with. Lectures will be given on
theory, goemetical' studies, tecIuiique and instruments and the
various applications of tomography in exploring several organs,
normal and pathological,. will be illustrated. Special attention
will be given to the most recent progress. Tomographical sets
will be shown by Italian and foreign manufacturers, and visitors
will be given the opportunity of practising under the assistance of
the staff of the Radiology Institute.

Lectures will be delivered in the original language, but will be
simultaneously translated into Italian.. French, German; English
and Spanish. Persons desiring to attend the Congress; are asked
to communicate with the Secretary fOJ External Affairs, Union
Buildings, Pretoria. Further particulars can be obtained from
Dr. Luigi Oliva, General Secretary, Istituto, di Radiologica dell'-

. Universita, Ospedale S. Martino, Genoa.

.. * *
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SOSIALE KINDERlDGDNE

De Sodale Kinderhygiiine in Nederland. Deur Dr. J. T. Buma.
pp. 105. f. 5.90. Assen:. Van Gorcum & Comp. N.V. 1954.

Inhoud: 1. InIeiding en Doelstelling. 2. Definities. 3. Biologie van het Kind.
4. Psychologie van het Kind. S. De Sociale Contacten van het Kind. 6. Algemene
Beschouwingen. 7. ConcIusies en aanbevelingen. Resume. Summary. Literature.

Hierdie boek is uitgekies as die beste antwoord op 'n prysvraag van
die Bond vir Moederkunde en Kindergesondheidsorg in Nederland
oor die rigting wat hulle organisasie'nou verder moet inslaan.

Geskrywe in 'n land waar ,gastro-enteritis' en ,aansteelilike
siektes' as 'n oorsaak van dood op die leeftyd van 0-1 jaar verdwyn
het, lewer die boek 'n oorsig wat Vir enige land in die wereld belang
wekkend is, en dit nie enkel vir dokter of kinderarts nie, maar ook
vir sielkundige of opvoedkundige.

Die gesonde selfkritiek is aangenaam om te lees; dit is verrassend
om te sien in hoe min bladsye 'n groot aantal gesins- en skool-.
probleme wetenskaplik gestel word en doeltreffende voorstelle aan
die hand gegee word. .

Die boek moot aanbeveel word.
E.J.

GYNAECOLOGY IN THE CONSULTING ROOM

Oike Gynecology. By J. P. Greenhill, B.S., M.D., EA.CS.,
EI.CS. Sixth Edition. pp. 517, with 127 illustrations. $7.75.
Chicago: The Year Book Publishers Inc. 1954.

Contents: 1. Office Equipment Necessary for Gynecologic Practice. 2. Taking
a History. 3. The Gynecologic Examination. 4. Examination of the Breasts.
5. Diseases of the Vulva. 6. Postpartum Care: Prophylactic Gynecology. 7.
Trichomonas Vaginalis Vaginitis. 8. Vaginal Discharge Due to Mycotic and
Similar Organisms. 9. Gonorrhea in Adults. 10. Vulvovaginitis in Children:
Gonorrheal and Nonspecific. 11. Condylomata Acuminata. 12. The Uterine
Cervix: Its Disturbances and Their Treatment. 13. Dyspareunia and Frigidity.
14. Psychosomatic Gynecology. IS. Sterility. 16. The Rubin Test: Transuterine
Insufflation of Gas. 17. Hystersalpingography. 18. Artificial Insemination.
19. Culdoscopy. 20. Vaginal Pessaries. 21. Conservative Treatment of Pelvic
Inflammation. 22. Pelvic Tuberculosis. 23. Vaginal Douches. 24. Backache.
25. Stress Incontinence and Genital Relaxation: Nonsurgical Treatment. 26.
Control of Conception: The Safe Period or Rhythm Method. 27. Control of
Conception: Mechanical Devices. 28. The· SediJnentation Test. 29. Local Anes
thesia in the Office. 30. General Anesthesia for Office Procedures. 31. Office
Treatment of Bartholin's Gland Abscess and Cyst. 32. The Intracervical Stem
Pessary. 33. Gynecologic and Obstetric Epdocrinology. 34. Normal Menstrua
tion. 35. Menstrual Irregularities. 36. The Climacteric or Menopause. 37. Senile
Vaginitis. 38. Pruritus Vulvae. 39. Kraurosis Vulvae, Leukoptakia Vulvae and
Chronic Atrophic Dermatitis of the Vulva. 40. Diagnosis of Preinvasive Uterine
Carcinoma by Vaginal and Cervical Smears. 41. The Schiller Test for Carcinoma
of the Cervix. 42. Invasive Carcinoma of the Uterus. 43. Intraspinal (Subarach.

. noid) Injection of Alcohol for Pain from Carcinoma of the Genitals. 44.
Office Urology. 45. Office Protology. 46. Obesity. 47. Premarital Examination
and Advice. Index.

,Office Gynecology' is 'n uitstekende boek. Dit is een van die
mees bruikbare boeke oor die onderwerp wat daar te verkry is en
is nie alleen van waarde vir die algemene praktisyn nie maar
ook vir die spesialis op die gebied. By uitstek kan die boek egter
aanbeveel word by die algemene pralttisyn en veral by die jong
arts wat sy praktyk begin. Die inhoud dek byna alle toostande
waarmee in aanraking gekom sal word in die praktyk en bowen-

dien is die indeling duidelik en kan enigiets· maklik en gou nage
slaan word.

Een van die groot waardes van die boek is die kort en bondig'e
maar tog duidelike manier waarop alle behandelings aangedui
word. Dit is moeilik om 'n klagte of aandoening op die gebied
voor te stel waarvoor daar nie 'n behandeling voor gegee word'
nie. Wat die boek so aantreklik maak is dat dit in klein formaat
is en tog baie volledig is. Die skryftaal .is bondig maar gee tog
nooit die indruk van 'n opsomming nie.

Om 'n oorsig te gee van die inhoud is hier onprakties want die
veld wat gedek word is te wyd, maar op 'n paar dinge is tog aan
merkings te maak. Eerstens moet gemeld word dat die illustrasies
good is en good aangepas is by die teks, m.a.w. hulle is maklik
leesbaar, duidelik en tog mooi.. Die inhoud is tot op datum en
nie verouderd nie. Dosyne hulpvolle wenke word gegee wat me
in die gewone teksboek te vinde is nie, bv. hoe vaginale uitspoelings
nou juis gegee moet word.

Daar is nie juis fout te vind met hierdie bevredigende boek nie,
maar op 'n baie belangrjke punt verskil ek tog met die skrywer:
nl. met die manier waarop die rekto-vaginale ondersoek gedoen
word. Ek is oortuig daarvan dat veel meer gevool kan word as
die wysvinger in die vagina gehou word en die middelvinger in
die rektum geplaas word. Op hierdie manier is die ondersoek
meer gemaklik vir beide pasient en arts en kan ook veel meer
waargeneem word.

Ten laaste wit ek net hierdie boek sterk aanbeveel by alle finale
jaar mediese studente. Hulle sal vind dat dit maldike en interes
sante leesstof vir die naweek aanbied.

D.A.H.duT:

'Office Gynecology' is an excellent book. It is a very useful .book
for the general {?ractitioner, and indeed the specialist also, to have.
The field covered is extensive and the arrangement of the subject
matter makes it easy to find the particular condition or treatment
one is looking for.

One of the virtues of the book is 'the concise but still very read-.
able way in which treatments are described. It is difficult to think
of any gynaecological complaint or treatment not described.
The descriptions are short and clear but never give the impression
of summaries.

Because the field covered is so wide it is not practicable to give
a complete review of the contents but a few things deserve mention.
In the first place the illustrations are pleasant to look at and at
the same time clear aiId easy to understand and well adapted
to the text. Secondly the book is up to date and contains many
helpful hints which the general practitioner will not find in any
other gynaecological book.

One important point on which I do not agree with the author
is the manner in which he advises the recto-vaginal examination
to be made. In my experience it is far better to keep the index
finger in the vagina while at the same time inserting the middle
finger into the rectum.

In conclusion I would like to recommend this book to all final
year medical students. They will fi.qd that it contains enjoyable
and interesting reading matter for the idle hours over the week-
end. .

D.A.H.duT.

CORRESPONDENCE : BRIEWERUBRIEK

RUBELLA IN PREGNANCY

To the Editor: In regard to Dr. Leon Vercueil's presidential
address 1 published in the Journal of 26 March 1955, if gamma
globulin 'may be given to (an elderly principara) and abortion
ruled out' why not the same for any other woman who develops
rubella in the first 4 months?

Surely the profession views abortion (and is teaching the public
to view abortion) with far too much laxity? Our job is to cure
not kill; to find ways and means of saving both mother and child
in conditions we think that pregnancy is harmful to the mother.

In many conditions where 'therapeutic abortion' (the easy
way out-for the doctor-but only seemingly so for mother and
child) was once the order of the day, better therapeutics now
prevail, e.g. in heart diseases, tuberculosis, and so on. I'll back

my psychotherapy any day against 'therapeutic abortion' to
prevent 'the mental and physical effects the anticipation of a
malformed child may have on a mother'; and if gamma globulin
is the answer-why not use it in all cases?

We seem ·to take the lives of the unborn child quite for granted.
Logically if it is right to take his life to prevent possible malforma
tion, it is right to·take his life (after birth) for actual malformation.
Yet in practice we quite lightly take the life of the one and spend
untold skill and time and money on preserving the life of the
Qther~however useless it seemingly is. I believe in the sanctity
of all human life.

I.M.P.
1 April .1955

I. Vercueil, L. (1955): S. Afr. Med. J., 29, 303.


