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must take care not to ask our visitors to contravene is contained
in section 34 (I) (a), as follows: 'Any person not registered as a
medical practitioner or as an intern who, for gain, practises as a
medical practitioner or intern (whether or not purporting to be
registered) or performs any. act specially pertaining to the calling
of a medical practitioner shall be guilty of an offence... .' It
appears that the acceptance of a fee ('for gain') is an essential
part of this particular offence. There are also other actions which
the Act forbids umegistered persons to perform, e.g. the issuing
of 'medical' certificates or other documents.

Under section 24 of the Act as amended, provision is made for

the temporary registration of a person who has come or intends
to come to the Union at the request of a registered medical practi
tioner to examine or treat an individual patient. A person regis
tered under this provision is not authorized to examine or treat
any other than the specified patient 'and such other patients as
he may specifically be authorized by the Council to examine or
treat'.

It is well that doctors in South Africa should appreciate the
position of members of Congress who have come from abroad
vis-a-vis the laws of the Union concerning medical registration
and practice.

PASSING EVENTS: IN DIE VERBYGAAN

South African Society of Medical Women, Cape Town Sub-group.
The Annual General Meeting of this Sub-group will be held in
the Gynaecology Lecture Theatre, Medical School, Observatory,
Cape, at 8.15 p.m. on Wednesday 5 August and not Friday 31
July, as previously announced. All medical women who are
interested are invited to attend.

Research Forum, University of Cape Town. A meeting of Research
Forum will be held on 'Tuesday 4 August at 12 noon in the Bennie
de Wet Lecture Theatre, A-floor, Groote Schuur Hospital, Ob
servatory, Cape. Prof. L Eales will speak on 'Urine and stool
investigations in the differentiation of the porphyrias as seen in
the 3 racial groups in Cape Town'. All who are interested are
invited to attend this meeting.

Red Cross War Memorial Children's Hospital, Rondebosch, Cape.
The next meeting of the Postgraduate Seminar Series of lectures
held under the auspices of the University of Cape Town, Depart
ment of Child Health, will be held in the lecture theatre of this
hospital on Wednesday 5 August 1959 at 5 p.m. Dr. J. Rabkin
will speak on 'The testing of intelligence in children'. All practi
tioners are welcome.

***

Sollth African Institute for Medical Research, Johannesburg. A
staff scientific meeting will be held in the Institute Lecture Theatre
at 5.10 p.m. on 10 August 1959. The following papers will be
presented :.

N. J. M. Richardson: 'Salmonella and shigella infections in
rural Bantu schoolchildren-a twelve months survey'.

D. E. Munday: 'Some applications of microscopic histo
chemistry'.

R. G. Robinson: 'Some funher work on the isolation of S. lyphi
from sewage'. Tea will be served and visitors will be welcome.

Medfontein 206, St. Andrewsrraat, Bloemfontein. Telefoon
nommers bly onveranderd: Spreekkamers 2041, woning 5735.

* * *

Research in the field of human trichomoniasis. Following the
symposium on human trichomoniasis held at Rheims in May
1957, a conference of international representatives was called
under the chairmanship of Dr. Gaston Chappaz. This resulted
in the formation of an international group to maintain interest
and to pursue further studies in this field. Groupe International
d'Etudes de la Trichomonase Humaine (GIETH) has been con
·stituted a permanent commission under the auspices of the Union
Internationale Contre le Peril Yenerien et les Treponematoses
with headquaners at Institut Alfred Foumier, Paris. The objec
tives of the study group are as follows: (I) To set up an inter
national registry of research workers interested in the field of
human trichomoniasis; (2) to promote international scientific
meetings-GIETH has participated in the organization of the
First Canadian Symposium on non-gonococcal urethritis and
human trichomoniasis to be held at Montreal, 21-22 September
1959 (Secretary, Dr. Z. Gallai, 8580 Esplanade, Montreal 11,
Canada); (3) to aid in the publication of original anicles or their
abstracts in various foreign journals: and (4) to assist research
workers in contacting the many public and private organizations
for grants.

All research workers and other persons particularly interested
in this field are urged to become members of this organization
by sending the follmving information to GIETH, Institut Alfred
Foumier, 25 Boulevard St-Jacques, Paris XIYo, France: (a) Name
and address, (b) present university and/or hospital appointments,
(c) bibliography of publications relative to the subject-tricho
moniasis, and (d) current interests and investigations.

*

*

*

*

Mr. W. Grundill, M.B., B.Ch. (Rand), F.R.C.S., ER.CS. (Edin.),
of Bloemfontein, wishes to notify colleagues that he has changed
his address from 6 West Burger Street, to 206 Medfontein, St.
Andrew Street, Bloemfontein. Telephone numbers re·main un
changed: Rooms 2041, residence 5735.
Dr. W. Grundill, M.B., B.Ch. (Rand), F.R.CS., ER.C.S. (Edin.).
van Bloemfontein, wens k61legas in kennis te stel dat hy vanaf
I Augustus 1959 sy adres verander van Wes Burgerstraat 6 na

Dr. R. D. Allan has changed his address from 23 Fourth Avenue,
Bellville, Cape, to 12 South Way, Pinelands, Cape. His rooms
are at III Medical Centre, Cape Town. Telephone numbers:
Rooms 3-5442, residence 6-1520.
Dr. R. D. Allan het sy adres verander van Yierdelaan 23, Bellville,
Kaap, na Suidweg 12, Pinelands, Kaap. Sy spreekkameradres is
Mediese Sentrum Ill, Kaapstad. Telefoonnommers: Spreek
kamer 3-5442, woning 6-1520.

BOOK REVIEWS BOEKBESPREKINGS

PHYSIOLOGY OF THE EYE

Applied Physiology of the Eye. By H. Willoughby Lyle, M.D.,
ER.CS., assisted by T. Keith Lyle, C.B.£., M.A., M.D.,
M.Chir., M.R.CP., ER.C.S. Pp. vii+341. 32 figures. 45s.
London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox Ltd. 1958.

While this volume may well find itself included as a reference
book in the libraries of ophthalmologists I feel that it will mainly
be used by postgraduates preparing themselves for higher diplomas
in ophthalmology.

The opening chapters are devoted to a comprehensive account
of the physiology and anatomy of the eyeball, and give short
accounts of affections of the various parts of the eye together
with their causes---especially the rarer causes. The connections
of the eye with the brain are dealt with in great detail. This applies
not only to the retina and optic nerve on it~ way to the occipital

lobe but also to the extra-ocular muscles and their innervation.
The effect of lesions on the function of these connections is well
demonstrated. Each lesion is dealt \vith separately and, with
the aid of excellent diagrams, a clear picture is established in
the minds of the reader. The endocrine system as a whole is dealt
with, with special reference to the pituitary. Chapters on diabetes
mellitus, vitamins and allergic ophthalmology conclude this
interesting book.

It is sad to think that Professor WiUoughby Lyle did not live
to see the publication of this volume, into which he put so much
work. M.E

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT AND MAXILLOFACIAL
SURGERY

The Year Book of the Ear, Nose and Throat 1958-59. Edited
by John R. Lindsay, M.D. with a section on Maxillofacial
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Surgery, edited by Dean M. Lierle and WiJliam C. Huffman,
M.D. Pp. 395. 114 figures. '7.50. Chicago: The Year Book
Publishers, Inc. 1959.

This little year book has in the past been of great value to the
practising ear, nose and throat surgeon in enabling him to keep
abreast of the flood of current literature. This year's publication
is well up to the standard of its predecessors and admirably fulfils
this purpose. The book is of particular value in that pertinent
articles from journals not normally read by ear, nose and throat
surgeons are included amongst the summaries. The abstracts
are well done and convey ail the essential information so that,
unless one is especially interested in details, it is unnecessary to
consult the originals. The periodic editorial comment is pithy
and to the point. Finally the printing and general presentation
are good. The book is warmly recommended. D.V.M.

ADVANCES IN CLINICAL CHEMISTRY

Advances in Clinical Chemistry. Edited by Harry Sobotka
and C. P. Stewart. Vol. 1. Pp. xi+398. 9 figures. 12.00.

'ew York and London: Academic Press Inc. 1958.
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The present volume deals with plasma iron, tubular kidney func
tion, protein-bound iodine, radio-active iodine in the diagnosis
of hyperthyroidism, deternlination of individual adrenocortical
steroids, 5-hyctroxyindole, paper electrophoresis in clinical
investigations, composition of body fluid in childhood and
transaminase activities in body fluids.

Each section is written by acknowledged and experienced
experts in their respective fields in the form of reviews covering
technical procedure in detail as well as clinical application and
interpretation. Bibliography is comprehensive, if not exhaustive,
and covers current publications as recent as 1957. The cliniCian
and practitioner may find some sections heavy going, for clinical
chemistry, or chemical pathology, is of necessity a ubject de
manding both technical and clinical proficiency. evenheless
here is an attempt to bring together the technical and clinical
worlds in a number of volumes and to collate the widely scattered
literature in selected subjects. In this volume the clinician will
find much to help him-the chemical pathologist will find it
sheer joy.

CORRESPOl\TDE CE BRIEWERUBRIEK

ANAESTHESIA Al'-TD A 'ALGESIA I ' OBSTETRICS

LITERATURE ON PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIO S

To the Editor: A large portion of the daily mail of every practi
tioner contains pamphlets describing various pharmaceutical
preparations offered by various firms. This literature is sub
stantially increased by the supply which is delivered by the pharma
ceutical representatives, of whom an increasing number are
visiting us.

The literature to which I refer is of varying size and shape and,
with the best will in the world, it is impossible to peruse it all or
to keep it. Thus most of this literature, produced at no little
expense (thus adding to the expense of thC? eventu';ll prodl:lct)
is put into the waste-paper basket or stored In some lllaCCeSSl ble
place, where it is of no use to the receiver or the sender.

In the event of one requiring information about a product, the
information has either been lost or is under other, at the moment,
useless folders.

To the Editor: I have read Dr. Feinstein's letter' with interest
and have nothing to add to the excellent account of an alternative
technique for pudendal block anaesthesia whi-::h he advocates.

With reference to Dr. Jan Pretorius' letter' I regret that I am
at a loss to understand why he hastened to put pen to paper
before thoroughly reading the article concerned.

A more detailed perusal of the criticized passages would have
revealed to him that the respiratory depressant action of pethidine,
its ability to 'produce occasional shock-like reactions (as shown
by pallor, sweating, nausea, vomiting and hypotension), as well
as its habit-forming quality, have been mentioned. The dose
of pethidine for intravenous use was unfortunately omitted.

As regards his comments on what he refers to as an 'abridged
generalization' on general anaesthesia for Caesarean section,
Dr. Pretorius would be well advised to re-read this section. He
will then realize that not only have I 'covered a multitude of
problems and lurking evils' by advising intubation of a cuffed
endotracheal tube, but the 'occasional anaesthetist' has clearly
been warned about the danger of inhalation of gastric contents.
Pre-operative gastric aspiration, as well as the availability of an
efficient suction machine, have been particularly stressed. My
observations were purposely prefaced with the remark that it
was not my purpose to discuss detailed anaesthetic techniques
for maior obstetric procedures in this paper, but it was felt that
for the sake of completeness, mention should be made of this
method along with others such as epidural and spinal anaesthesia.

C. E. Bloch192 General Hertzog Road
Three Rivers
Vereeniging
8 July 1959

I. Correspondence (1959): S. A fr. Med. l.o 33, 572.

Would it not be possible for the pharmaceutical houses to
come to an agreement whereby they could standardize the essential
information about a product by using a card or sheet which could
be filed in a loose-leaf file or in a card index? If the firm con
cerned wishes to send other voluminous literature, it is its own
affair, but at least the practitioner will have access to the essential
points of each preparation.

The forthcoming Medical Congress at East London could
provide a good opportunity for the pharmaceutical manufacturers
to come together to decide on such a programme. I would suggest
a card, e.g. 6 X 4 inches which could be coloured differently for
the various firms, but which would have the preparations indexed
by a trade name on one side and the chemical name on the other.
We could then fi le them in whichever order we prefer. .

1. J. Grek
50 Essanby House
173 Jeppe Street
Johannesburg
10 July 1959

STERILIZATION FOR SEXUAL OFFE CES

To the Editor: It was with great interest that I read Dr. W. P.
Steenkamp's letter' regarding the possibility of sterilization or
castration in sexual offenders. There is no doubt that the views
of the medical profession should be aired in this matter.

As the question is very complicated, any legislation introduced
will have to be carefully considered. That castration or steriliza
tion will make a psycopath into a 'useful member of society'
is doubtful. There is a large element of mental abnormality in
psychopathic personalities which cannot be rectified by operation
and, in fact, operation cannot be regarded as being of very much
use in changing the mental outlook of recidivists. It will also
hardly render society any safer from sexual offences, since the
conditioned mental pattern will only drive the 'sex addict' to
other and, possibly worse, sexuaJ misdemeanours.

The ethical question involved here will probably raise many
varied opinions. As far as this· is concerned, it is felt that society
should be protected from sexual offenders; and there are many
more reasons for considering a life-sentence in these cases than
in, for instance, the case of a man who kills once in a fit of pas ion.

Another moot point should perhaps be brought up here: surely
it is time that the question of legaJizing abortion in these unwilling
victims of sexual offences should be borne in mind. After all,
the two issues are very closely 1inked. I hope that this subject
will also be considered by the 'prominent member of Parliament'.

A. M. Michael406/7 Medical Centre
Heerengracht
Cape Town
16 July 1959
I. Correspondence (1959): S. Afr. Med. J., 33, 592.
2. Idem (1959): Ibid., 33, 592.


