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HISTORY OF NEUROLOGY

A Hiswry of Neurology. By Walther Riese, M.D. pp. 223.
$4.00. New York: MD Publications, Inc. 1959.

Although most neurologists are thorough-going interactionists
and empiricists their discipline remains one in which they are
continually confronted with problems of mind-body relationship
which they ignore as being irrelevant to the clinical problem.
Professor Riese has v.'Iitten an admirable little book, which is
really a review of the problems that arise in the mind-body situa
tion and in the concepts of nervous energies. In 200 pages he has
brought together a great deal of information, and on the basis
of short quotations he analyses the contributions of philosophers
and neurologists from Plato to Penfield, paying particular atten
tion to the work of Hughlings Jackson and von Monakow; and
if in the end his implication that the brain is an 'organ of mind'
remains unsatisfactorily vague, he has at least given us a succinct
summary of the history of neurological thought. Indeed the
only criticism that one might level against this monograph is
that its title is somewhat misleading, and it would be a great

DIE MEDIESE KONGRES EN AFRIKAANS

A all die Redakteur: Dit spyt my dat ek iemand1 te na gekom
het omdat ek nie ook in my Presidentsrede by die opening van die
Mediese Kongres op Oos-Londen, Afrikaans gebruik het nie.
Ongelukkig was daar soyeel ander formaliteite dat die tyd te
kort geword het. As Afrikaners is ons trots daarop dat ons twee
talig is. Aangesien daar egter so baie oorsese gaste teenwoordig
was, het ek dit as my plig beskou om ter wille van hulle my rede
in Engels te lewer-en toe het die tyd my ongelukkig gevang.

As my vriend en kollega sy naam aan my wil stuur, sal ek vir
horn 'n Afrikaanse vertaling van my toespraak laat kry.

P. F. H. Wagner
President

Mediese Vereniging van S/lid-Afrika

I. Briewerubriek (1959): S. Afr. T. Geneesk.. 33, 888.

DISCOURTESY

To Ihe Editor: I thoroughly enjoyed the Congress at East London,
and the Border Branch is to be congratulated on their wonderful
organization and hospitality.

However, one matter jarred-the lack of courtesy shown to
the chairmen and eminent overseas visitors at Sectional Meetings
by some of our own colleagues. On several occasions I noticed
that a number of practitioners entered the lecture rooms late
when eminent overseas doctors were speaking. This in itself
was a discourtesy. But what annoyed me more was that not a
single colleague, when arriving late, bowed to the lecturer or the
chairman of the Section.

I always thought such lack of good manners was reserved for
Branch Council and Federal Council meetings only!

The behaviour of interns in hospitals is also decidedly uncouth.
I have often noticed that when all seats are occupied in a doctor's
room at a hospital by part-time general practitioners, specialists
and interns, not a single intern will offer his seat to other senior
men entering the room.

The general behaviour of interns is such as would never be
seen in an overseas institution. These same doctors, who may go
overseas for postgraduate study, will give South Africa a very
bad name.

If lecturers in medical ethics at medical schools would inculcate
good manners into their students, it would be to the good of the
profession, and deans of medical schools should see that this
is done.

I understand that medical students in some of the medical
schools in this country are permitted to smoke during lectures.

pity if one were. to reject it as a chronological survey of neurology
rather than reading it for what it is-an introduction to neuro-
logical ontology. J.M.MacG.

ACUTE INTERNAL DISEASES

Ak/lte innere Krankheiten. 2 erweiterte und verbesserte Auflage.
Diagnostische und therapeutische Hinweise in tabellarischer
Dbersicht. Von Prof. Dr. H. A. Kiihn, Doz. Dr. H. K1epsig
und Dr. E. Schildge. viii + 247 Seiten. DM 16.50. Stuttgart:
Georg Thieme Verlag. 1959.

This issue is intended to serve the purpose of a pocket note book
for the busy practitioner both from the point of differential diag
nosis as well as of emergency treatment. By and large it may be
said that its contents speak for themselves: it is a case of 'good
wine needs no bush'. Every practitioner will know the value of a
pocket note book dealing with all the essential diseases and their
appropriate treatment. Each disease is summarized with its
important signs and symptoms as well as the special investigation
required to confirm the presumptive diagnosis. D.J.H.

In Britain and on the Continent they would be summarily ordered
out of the lecture room for this behaviour.

For my own part I correct the bad manners of interns I deal
with in the most forcible language, if nothing else avails.

Takhaar
10 October 1959

RECENT ADVANCES AND EWER CO CEPTS I
THYROID DISEASE

To the Editor: My attention has been drawn to a letter on the
above subject from Dr. Hoffenberg1 which was published in the
Journal while I was overseas. Dr. Hoffenberg states he is amazeo
that I had not come across the fact that the possibility of car
cinoma developing in the thyroid after radio-iodine investigation
in children was mentioned in the voluminous literature on the
subject.

I am fully aware that this possibility had been mentioned in
various articles following the articles on carcinoma of the thvroid
in children by Duffy and Fitzgerald2

•
3 in 1950. All these suggeStions

were based on X-ray therapy and not on radio-iodine therapy or
investigation. In fact, in my own paper on 'Carcinoma of the
thyroid in children" I quoted the articles by Duffy and FitzgeraId.
They did not state, incidentally, whether the thyroid had been
protected when the thymus was irradiated. [put this question
to Dr. Duffy at a discussion on the subject at the Postgraduate
Hospital in London at the time of the Cancer Congress in 1958.
Dr. Duffy could not say whether the thyroid had been protected
or not. AIl the references given by Dr. Hoffenberg refer to the
danger of carcinoma developing in the thyroid, based on X-ray
therapy and not on radio-iodine therapy or diagnosis.

In Dr. Hoffenberg's reference no. 4 (Editorial, 1958: Brit.
Med. J., 2, 962) it is stated that: 'The lowest total dose was 130 r
and this was in the youngest child, who was aged 2 months at
the time of radiation'. The highest total dose was 2,700 r. This
was given both to a child of 6 months and a child of 13 years.
These are very high doses for infants of a few months old.
Doniach5-9 noted an increased incidence of cancer of the thyroid
in the rat after the administration of 1, 100 r.

It is difficult to visualize the conditions under which anybody
would undertake radio-iodine tests on infants of a few months
old.

Dr. Hoffenberg's reference no. 5 is an article by Wilson et al.
Blomfield is the 6th author in that group. Dr. Hoffenberg states
'[ was pleased that Dr. Weinbren had chosen to quote Blomfield
in support of his view, since the last quotation is taken from a
paper written by Blomfield and his colleagues'.

I quoted an article by Blomfield et al., Blomfield being the
senior author, in support of my statement that radio-active iodine
therapy was the treatment of choice. Blomfield had stated: 'An


