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Company and the Provincial Administration regarding the treat
ment of injured mine employees at the KIerksdorp Hospital.
Council Resolved that the action of the Committee be Confirmed.

53. Staffing ofthe Louis Trichardt Hospital: A report was submit
mitted, setting out the difficulties which had arisen at the Louis
Trichardt Hospital due to the resignation of 3 part-time doctors.
The Chairman had instructed the Assistant Secretary (Transvaal)
to visit Louis Trichardt and to discuss the matter with the doctors
concerned. As a result, the resignations had been withdrawn and
the whole problem had been resolved. Acclamation. Council
Resolved that this be Noted.

Dr. Struthers then moved the adoption of the Report of the
Transvaal Augmented Executive Committee. Council Resolved
that the Report be adopted.

54. Report ofthe Augmented Executive Commiitee in the Cape: In
the absence of Dr. SicheI, the Secretary presented the Report
which had been circulated. It was stated that a meeting of the
Liaison Committee had been held, at which 2 Port Elizabeth mem
bers had been presenr- representing the Cape Midlands Branch.
A sub-committee had been appointed to work out the details in
accordance with the basic principles laid down by Council. These
details were still being considered by the Provincial authorities,
and it was expected that a further meeting of the sub-committee
would be held in order that recommendations might be made to a
later meeting of the Liaison Committee.

Dr. M. A. Robertson asked whether permission would be given
for a representative of the Cape Midlands Branch to attend the

next meeting of the Liaison Committee. The Chairman assured
him that an invitation would be issued to the Branch to send a
representative.

The Secretary then moved the adoption of the Report of the Cape
Augmented Executive Committee. Council Resolved that the Report
be adopted.

55. Report of the Augmented Executive Committee in Natal: Mr.
Armitage reported regarding the problems in this Province and
referred particularly to the 'farming out' of honorary practitioners
in regard to Workmen's Compensation cases. At the conclusion
of his statement, Mr. Armitage proposed the adoption of his
Report. Council Resolved that the Report be adopted.

56. Report of the Augmented Executive Committee in the Orange
Free State: Dr. Theron presented this Report and referred particu
larly to the representations which had been made regarding the
extension of the retiring age for medical women to 65 years. At the
conclusion of the Report, it was proposed by Dr. Theron, seconded
by Dr. Troskie, '(a) Dat dit die weloorwoe mening van hierdie
Raad is, dat daar geen fisiologiese of mediese rede is vir enige ver
skil in die aftree ouderdom van mans en vroue wat dieseIfde werk
doen nie; en (b) dat hierdie mening onder die aandag gebring word
van daardie Provinsiale owerhede wat wel 'n verskil maak.' Council
Resolved accordingly.

Dr. Theron then moved the adoption of the Report of the
Committee. Council Resolved that the Report be adopted.

To be continued in the issue of the Journal for the 5 December

BOEKBESPREKINGS : BOOK REVIEWS

TREATMENT OF HEART DlSEASE

Konservative und chirurgische Behandlung angeborener und
erworbener Herzfehler. 3 Vortrage. Von Prof. Dr. E. Derra,
Prof. Dr. O. Bayer und Dr. H. H. Wolter. iv + 64 Seiten.
25 Abbildungen. DM 6.40. Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag.
1959.

In this book cardiac treatment is discussed under 3 different
headings, viz. (1) cardiac surgery in general, including (a) cardio
pathy without shunt, (b) angiocardiopathy with L-R shunt, and
Cc) cyanotic conditions; (2) conservative treatment; and (3) in
dications for surgery. All the observations and suggestions are
based on experience compiled from 2,000 heart operations per
formed in the author's clinic.

It is redundant to discuss the author's classification of operable
and inoperable cardiac abnormalities. The reviewer feels quite
sure that operations on conditions which are labelled inoperable
today will be common practice in a few years' time.

The text is very well discussed and arranged, and is accom
panied by highly illustrative photographs which make for easy
understanding.

The cardiac surgery described in this book is performed under
cardiac bypass in combination with hypothermia-a procedure
which is not practised in this country, nor in the big American
heart units. D.J.H.

SCHIZOPHRENIC SYMPTOMS AS A COMMUNICATIVE
DEVICE

The Symptom as Communication in Schizophrenia. Editor:
Kenneth L. Artiss, M.C. Pp. vi + 233. 85.75. New York and
London: Grune & Stratton, Inc. 1959.

This is a study of 16 schizophrenic patients chosen on the basis
of their having been capable of a minimal (time) adaptation to
military service. The disciplines of psychiatry, social work, socio
logy and anthropology have been brought together in a com
prehensive study of these individuals and their group-adjustment
at most stages of their lives. They have been treated by individual
and group psychotherapy in a total-milieu therapeutic approach
in a special ward of the Waiter Reed Army Institute of Research,
Washington.

The authors present a series of hypotheses derived from the
data which appear to them to present a coherent frame of refer
ence within the framework of the main hypothesis that the schizo
phrenic symptom may be used as an informative and communica
tive device in transactions between the patient and others.

In the absence of any controls in this study, the hypotheses
cannot be scientifically evaluated and in spite of their thoroughness
the observations therefore add little to the academic k:i:Iowledge
of the subject so far as any of these disciplines are concerned.

W.J.B.

IN DIE VERBYGAAN : PASSING EVENTS

South African Paediatric Association (M.A.S.A.), Cape Town
Sub-group. The next meeting of this Sub-group will consist of a
clinical evening and demonstration of cases at the Alexandra
Institute, MaitIand, Cape, on Tuesday I December. Will all
members please meet at the main gates of the Institute at 8 p.m.
Visitors \vill be welcome.

• • •
South African Institute for Medical Research, Johannesburg. Staff
Scientific Meeting. A meeting will be held on Monday 7 December
in the Institute Lecture Theatre at 5.10 p.m. Dr. G. H. Findlay,
Head of the Photobiology Group, CSIR, and the Section of
Dermatology, Department of Medicine, Pretoria General Hospital,
will lecture on 'The photochemistry of the skin'. Tea will be served
at 4.45 p.m. and visitors will be welcome.

Dr. Louis Potgieter, spesialis-internis, en voorheen voltydse internis
aan die Karl Bremer-Hospitaal, Bellville, Kaap, tree op 1 Januarie
1960 in die praktyk saam met dr. J. D. M. Classens, te Nederlandse
Bank-gebou 610, St. Georgesstraat, Kaapstad. Dr. Potgieter was
voorheen verbonde aan die Kardiopulrnonale Eenheid van die
Lankenau-Hospitaal, Philadelphia, V.S.A., waar hy konsulterende
kardioloog was.

Dr. Louis Potgieter, specialist physician, and formerly full-time
physician at the Karl Bremer Hospital, Bellville, Cape, wiII join
the practice of Dr. J. D. M. CIassens, 610 Netherlands Bank
Building, St. George's Street, Cape Town, on 1 January 1960.
Dr. Potgieter was formerly a consultant cardiologist at the
Lankenau Hospital, Philadelphia, USA.


