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BOEKBESPREKINGS : BOOK REVIEWS

A TEXT-BOOK OF PHARMACOLOGY

Pharmacology. 5th edition. By J. H. Gaddum, M.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P., Sc.D., F.R.S. Pp. xvi + 587. 93 figures. English
price: 42s. London, lew York, Toronto: Oxford University
Press. 1959.

This text-book gives essential facts about the drugs used in thera
peutics. It serves as 'an introduction to a romantic science which
now has intellectual attractions, and fertile relations with the
sister sciences', with practical applications in clinical medicine,
veterinary medicine, and pest control. One purpose of the book
is to give an account of experimental methods used in the intro
duction of new therapeutic agents and potentially dangerous
drugs. The kind of evidence that justifie the trial of new drugs
is also presented. Chemical formulae and some mathematics and
other such details are also included.

The largest new sections deal with the effects of drugs on the
brain and with radio-active isotopes but there are many changes
throughout the book. In view of the very great increase in pharma
cological knowledge this edition is 26 pages longer than
the previous one and almost 25 % longer than the original
1940 edition; and this only as the result of judicious pruning.
All important RP. 1958 and V.S.P. 195.5 drugs are included,
wjth doses, and also many non-official drugs. .S.

environment, water, food, malnutrition, housing, refuse disposal,
disinfectants, the enteric fevers, tuberculosis, leprosy, venereal
diseases, plague, rheumatic fever, smallpox, poliomyelitis, in
fluenza, rabies, trachoma, yellow fever, typhus, malaria, bil
harziasis, occupational health, the pneumoconioses, cancer,
ital statistics, health legislation, and cigarette smoking. All

the chapters are extremely well balanced, and for students of
industrial medicine those on occupational health and the pneumo
conioses will prove a boon. The book is beautifully bound
and excellentl primed, and will bring enduring credit to the
publishers a well as the author. To have it on one's shelves,
is to have the vicarious pleasure of the author's companionship,
which one has known across the irrecoverable yeacs. L.F.F.

10SIS

By F. Dennerte Adams,
96s. London: Bailliere,

PHYSICAL DIAG

Physical Diagnosis. 14th edition.
M.D. Pp. xiii +926. Illustrated.
Tindall & Cox Ltd. 1958.

The original author of this work was that great American teacher,
Dr. Richard C. Cabot, of Harvard Medical School, who was
responsible for the first 11 editions and who sought the help of
the present author in the preparation of the 12th edition in 1938.
Since Dr. Cabot's death the following year, Dr. Adams has taken
over the work, and the extensive rewriting on account of modern
developments makes it now entirely his book. Jt is a practical
work, dealing with the conditions one is likely'to meet in everyday
practice, and no attempt has been made to include the unusual
and the extreme. It is well illustrated, but one would have pre
ferred certain plates in colour in addition to those of the fundi.

A.H.T.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Public Health in South Africa 6th edition. By E. H. Cluver,
K.St. J., E.D., MA, M.D., RCh. (Oxon), D.P.H. (Eng.),
F,R.S.I. Pp. vi + 364. 85 figures. South African price 42s.
Johannesburg: CentraJ ews Agency Ltd. 1959.

On perusing the latest edition of Professor Cluver's classic work
Public Health in South Africa we are reminded of Sir Christopher
Wren's epitaph in S1. Paul's Cathedral, Si mOl1umentum requiris,
circumspice; for this book, together with his other publications,
viz. Medical and Health Legislation in the Union of South Africa
and Social Medicine, constitutes the means by which he will be
honoured and remember~d by future generations of students.
What finer monument can a writer desire? The appearance of
the 6th edition will be generally welcomed by students of public
health who wish to keep abreast of the great advances that have
been made in this highly specialized field. Professor Cluver has
dealt exhaustively with all the important aspects of public health,
and he has done so in a limpid literary style which younger writers
would do well to emulate. The aspects of public health covered
in the book relate to the following: The human and physical

BRIEWERUBRIEK : CORRESPO IDENCE

LETTERS FROM PHARMACEUTICAL FIRMS

To (he Editor: Within the past year, at least 3 letters from phar
maceutical firms have been published in th~ Journal, which com
ment upon articles written by medical practitioners. 0 reply
by the author has been attached. I have been perturbed by this
tendency and do not think this practice is desirable for the follow
ing reasons.

Firstly, the representatives of pharmaceutical 'firms can have
no practical and controlled experience of the value of their pro
ducts, and are dependent upon the clinical trials of others for
their evaluation. Secondly, since they are marketing a product,
they will always tend to look on the rosy side. Thirdly, they may
stress some medically trivial aspect of a subject under review.

In my opinion the correct procedure is for the firm to direct
their remarks to you, sir, for onward transmission to your con
tributor for reply. If you then decide to publish the correspondence
it will have a more balanced appearance. In this way also any
conflicting statements which the author may choose to make are
put alongside those of the firm, so that both are bound to be
read by interested practitioners.

Peter Suckling
406 Southern Life Buildings
S1. George's Street
Cape Town
27 ovember 1959

POISONOUS SNAKE BITES

To the Editor: With reference to the response obtained by Dr.
J. G. Botha with varidase buccal tablets in a case of snake bite'

I should like to report a similar gratifying response in an adult
who had been bitten on the left middle finger by a Bibron's add~r.

There was a 'terrifying' degree of oedema and signs of haemo
lysis in [he left arm and axilla.

]n addition to other measures I prescribed twice the dosage
employed in Dr. Botha's case (namely 2 tablets every 4 hours),
and within 48 hours noted almost complete subsidence of the
oedema.

Sidney Atlas
301 Colonial Mutual Buildings
West Street, Durban
24 ovember 1959

1. Correspondence (1959): S. Afr. Med. l., 33, 977 (14 November).

PAEDIATRIC fURSl fG

To the Editor: The lursing Council's attention has been drawn
to the Editorial 'The problem of paediatric nursing' published in
the Journal of 7 'ovember.'

The ursing Council does not wish to comment on the Editorial
as such, but must comment on the following passages in so far
as the facts are concerned:

I. '2. Sisters and staff nurses of children's wards are "general
trained", i.e. their maximum average experience of paediatric
nursing as trainees is 3 months.'

The period of 3 months laid down by the ursing Council is a
minimum. There is nothing which prevents training schools
from posting student nurses to paediatric ward for a period of
up to 5 months. The matter is entirely within the discretion of
training schools. .


