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SYNTOCINON(R) (SYNTIIETIC OXYTOCIN)

Sandoz Lld., announce the introduction of Syntocinon (synthetic
oxytocin), and supply the following information. Syntocinon is
the first synthetic polypeptide (octapeptide) hormone available
commercially. It is chemically identical \vith the oxytocic hormone
of the posterior pituitary, but instead of being isolated from animal
posterior oituitary glands, it is entirely synthetic. This ensures the
absence of even traces of vasopressor hormone and of foreign
proteins. Pharmacological and clinical investigations have shown
Syntocinon to be identical in its oxytocic effect to natural oxytocin
B.P. Syntocinon is standardized biologically.

Properties. Syntocinon exerts a selective action on the smooth

'Distivit' lOO: Each scored tablet contains lOO microgrammes of
combined vitamin BI2 in the form of a peptide complex.

Indications. For reliable oral administration and efficient
absorption in pernicious anaemia, all other macrocytic anaemias
and conditions of debility, where previously treatment was only
effectively and consistently achieved with crystalline vitamin BI2
by the parenteral route.

Recommended Dosage. Pernicious Anaemia: Initial treatment:
One 100 microgramme tablet 3 times daily for 10 days followed
by one 100 microgramme tablet daily until blood count returns to
within normal limits (normally within one or two months).
Maintenance therapy for most cases: 20 microgrammes daily.
Other Anaemias: One ]00 microgramme tablet daily until remission
is complete. Debility: One 20 microgramm tablet twice daily
between meal .

Manufactured by the Distillers Company (Biochemicals) Ltd.,
London and Liverpool, England.

Distributed by British Drug Houses (South Africa) (Pty.) Ltd.,
P.O. Box 372, Johannesburg.

Packings. 'Distivit' 20,20 microgramme tablets: Tube of 25 and
bottle of lOO. 'Distivit' 100, ]00 micrograrnme tablets: Bottle of
lOO and bottle of 500.

For detailed information see literature.
* * *

SANDOSTEN(R) NASAL SPRAY

Sandoz Ltd., announce the addition of Sandosten asal Spray to
their range of Sandosten (thenalidine) preparations,. and supply the
following information.

Sandosten (thenalidine) contains thenalidille digluconate O' 5%,
calcium lactobionate ]7'5~;';, and ephedrine HCI 0·9%. It is a
powerful antagonist of both histamine and acetylcholine, with a
p'ronounced action on cell and capillary permeability. Calcium
lactobionate (Calcium Sandoz) potentiates the effect of Sandosten
and virtually eliminates side-effects. Ephedrine ensures rapid
decongestion of the nasal mucosa. The use of this combination in
form of a nasal spray has been found very effective in cases of
rhinitis.

Indications. Hay fever; allergic and vasomotor rhinitis.
Application. Remove the cap from the nebulizer, insert the

nozzle into the nostril, and squeeze slowly but firmly. After
allowing the nebulizer tn fill again completely with air, repeat the
procedure in the other nostril. One spray in each nostril is sufficient,
but the application may be repeated several times a day.

Presentation. Plastic nebulizers containing ]0 m!. of solution.
The nebulizers are only partially filled to ensure proper spray
action.

Distributors. Alex. Lipworth Lld., P.O. Box 4461, Johannesburg,
P.O. Box 4838, Cape Town, P.O. Box ]988, Durban, and P.O. Box
3188, Port Elizabeth.

"In this indication a more prolonged action is exhibited by ergot alkaloids
(Methergin. Gynergen, Neo-Gynergen; q.v.).

References
Bainbridge. M. N. er al. (1956): Brit. Med. J., 1, 1133.
Francis, H. H. and Francis, W. J. A. (1956): Ibid., 1, 1136.
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Presentation. Ampoules of 5 units in t rnl. boxes of 6: Amp_oules
of ]0 units in fml. boxes of 6.

Distributors. Alex. Lipworth Ltd., P.O. Box446I , Johannesburg,
P.O. Box 4838, Cape Town, P.O. Box 1988, Durban, and P.O. Box
3188, Port Elizabeth.

musculature of the uterus, particularly toward the end .of preg
nancy, during labour and immediately follO\ving delivery. It
provokes rhythmic contractions of the uterus, increases the fre
quency and amplitude of existing contractions, and raises the tone
of the uterine muscle. The blood pressure is not affected, so that
Syntocinon may be used without risk in hypertensive toxaemic
patients.

Indications and dosage are as follows:

COBADEX

British Drug Houses have introduced Cobadex Ointment, which
contains hydrocortisone RP.e. ] % in a water-repellent base. They
supply the following information.

Indications. The special usefulness of Cobadex Ointment lies in
the base in which the hydrocortisone is incorporated. The water
repellent properties of this base render the ointment particularly
suitable for the treatment of contact dermatitis. The healing con
tinues under the protective barrier. The risks from further contact
with the irritant agent are diminished, even when the patient must
again be exposed to the irritant before healing of the lesions is
complete. Clinical trials have shown Cobadex Ointment to be
particularly beneficial in the following circumstances:

I. Occupational dermatitis in the convalescent stage in patients
who would be able to return to work but who without Cobadex
would run the risk of coming into casual contact \vith the irritant
to which they had reacted.

2. Eczema in the house\vife, especially in those women who have
shown some degree of recovery, but who are forced to return to
their housework 'before recovery is complete. The ointment,
however, should not be used on raw, weeping s~aces because it
tends to hold back any exudate. The area of skin around the eye
should be avoided.

Owing to its formulation Cobadex Ointment is strongly indicated
for use in conditions such as napkin rash and intertrigo, in dry
inflammatory pressure areas, and to form a barrier against the
irritation and excoriation appearing around a colostomy or
ileostomy opening or a sinus from the site of an operation.

Mode of Issue. Cobadex Ointment containing hydrocortisone
RP.e. ] %, in a water-repellent base. Tubes of 10 grammes.

***
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REVIEWS OF BOOKS : BOEKRESENSIFS

OPERATIVE OBSTETRlCS

Munro Kerr's Operative Obstetrics. 6th Edition. By J. Chassar
Moir, Hon. LL.D. (Queen's University, Ontario) M.A., M.D.,
F.R.e.S. (Ed.), F.R.C.O.G. Pp. x + 1008. 402 Illustrations
4 colour plates' and a frontispiece portrait. 105s. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox Ltd. 1956.

J. Chassar Mair is to be congratulated on the 6th edition of
Operative Obstetrics. He has brought the book up to date \vithout
altering its character and the discursive style of writing of the

earlier editions has been retained. The type is excellent, many new
illustrations have been added and the text, enlivened by case
histories froro the author's own experience, is a pleasure to read.

The subject matter covers the difficulties that may be encountered
by anyone practising active obstetrics. The approach to, and the
best method of resolving these difficulties., are discussed \vith refer
ence- to the author's experience and that of other workers. The
generous inclusion of references throughout the text is invaluable.

The book is entirely up to date; most noticeable is the increased
scope of Caesarean section. Many of the older manoeuvres have
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\)eCn discarded but it is interesting to note that the metrem, nter, or
vorhee's bag, still has a place. The writer i careful to discriminate
between those manoeuvres which the operator may be forced to
carry out in an emergency and those which are the treatment of
clloice in a fully equipped hospital.

D.M.
SKULL FRACIURES

Injuries ofthe Bones ofTIle Head. An Atlas of Clinical and X-Ray
Diagno is. By J. Vondra, M.D. and R Blaha, M.D. Pp. 304.
170 Illustrations. 40s. net. London: Constable and Company
Ltd. 1958. .

The authors introduce this book as an attempt to present to the
general practitioner the sign of injury to the bones of the kull.
The book is described as an atlas of clinical and X-ray diagno is.
In the latter section, con isting of illustrations, the fractures are
well demonstrated and described, the important point made being
the occasional necessity for tangential and tomographic films for
detection of some fractures.

The first section, describing the clinical aspects, unfortunately
makes difficult reading-the translation, fhe use of German and

Latin terms and the not infrequent. pelling errors, being mainly
responsible. An attempt is m de to correlate the lini al and
radiological findings but the author. ;-ealize the diffi uJties f this
and con lude that the doctor must carefully and minutely study the
history, the mechani m of injury. the linical ign and the radio
logical evidence before he choo e th mode of treatment.

One would be prepared to a c pt thi book a a mall atla of
radiologically demon trated fractur of the bon of the kull, but
not for its linical value.

A.G.
FORE I IC MEDICI

Forensic Medicine. 3rd Edition. By Keith imp on .D.
(Lond.). Pp. iii + 352. 13 Figure. 30s. n l. London:
Ed\ ard mold (publi hers) Ltd. 195 .

This book i for medical student. Tt i conci e, intere ting and ea y
to read, but the view expressed on problem uch a homo exuality
are somewhat que tionable. The book contain a great deal of
u eful information, but the legal information concerns the Engli h
law, and not the South African. Its u e for outh frican .ludents
and practitioners is, on thi account, limited. A.S.

BOOKS RECEIVED : BOEKE ONTVANG

The Year Book of Dermatology and Syphiology. 1957-58. Edited
by RudoIf L. Baer, M.D. and Victor H. Witten, M.D. pp.
492. 64 Figures. 8.00. Chicago: Year Book Publishers,
Inc. 1958. •

The Year Book of Orthopedics and Traumatic Surgery. 1957-58.
Edited by Edward L. Compere, M.D., EA.C.S., EI.C.S.,
with a Section on Plastic Surgery. Edited by NeaJ Owens,
M.D" F.A.C.S., F.I.C.S. Pp. 463. 228 Figures. 7.50.
Chicago: Year Book Publishers, Inc. 1958.

The Year Book of Endocrinology. 1957-58. Edited by Gilbert S.
Gordan, M. D., Ph.D., EA.C.P. Pp. 381. 79 Figures. 7.50.
Chicago: Year Book Publishers, Inc. 1958. ,

Manual of Medical Emergencies. 3rd Edition. By Stuart C.
Cullen, M.D. and E.G. Gross, M.D. Pp. 302. 41 Figures.
Chicago: Year Book Publishers. 1958.

British Postgraduate Medical Federation, University of London.
Lectures on the Scientific Basis of Medicine. Volume VI.
1956-57. Pp. ix + 393. Illustrations. 45s. net. London:
University of London, The Athlone Press. 1958.

Fractures and Dislocations. By George Perkins, M.C., M.Ch.,
F.R.C.S. pp. viii + 363. 255 Figures. 57s. 6d. London:
University of London, The Athlone Press. 1958.

A Symposium on Non-Toxaemic Hypertension in Pregnancy.
Edited by Norman F. Morris, M.D., M.B., B.S., M.R.C.O.G.
and J. C. McClure Browne, B.Sc., M.B., B.S., ER.C.S.
(Edin.), ER.C.O.G. Pp. xii + 243. 78 Illustrations. 35s. net.
London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1958.

The Kidney. An Outline of ormal and Abnormal Structure
and Function. By H. E. de Wardener, M.B.E., M.D., ER.C.P.
Pp. viii + 338. 74 Illustrations. 45s. net. London: J. & A.
Churchill Ltd. 1958.

The Physical Treatment of Varicose Ulcers. A Practical Manual
for the Physiotherapist and Nurse. By R. Rowden Foote,
F.I.C.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.RC.O.G. With a Section
on Electrical Adjuncts to Treatment. By Miss T. Wareham,
M.C.S.P. Pp. xii + 126. 88 Illustrations. 15s. net + Is. Id.
Postage Abroad. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Living
stone Ltd. 1958.

Neoplastic Disease at Various Sites. General Editor: D. W.
Smithers, M.D., ER.C.P., F.F.R Volume I.

Carcinoma of the Lung. Edited by J. R. Bignall, M.D., M.RC.P.
pp. xii + 298. 62 Figures. 55s. net + 25. Id. Postage Abroad.
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1958.

Autonomic Imbalance and the Hypothalamus. Implications for
Physiology, Medicine, Psychology, and Neuropsychiatry.
By Ernst GeJlhorn, M.D., Ph.D. pp. xiv + 300. , 101 Figures.
English Price, approximately 48s. Minneapolis: University
of Minnesota Press. 1958. Local Distributors: Oxford
University Press.

Neomycin. Its ature and Practical Application. Edited by
Selman A. Waksman. Pp. x + 412. 41 Figures. 405. London:
Bailliere, Tindall and Cox Ltd. 1958.

Diseases of the Liver and Biliary Systems. 2nd Edition. By Sheila
Sherfock, M.D. (Edin.), F.R.C.P. (Lond.), M.R.C.P. (Edin.).
Pp. xvi + 719. 213 Figures. 57s. 6d. Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1958.

Circulation. Proceedings of the Harvey Tercentenary Congress
held on June 3rd to June 8th 1957 at the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, London. Edited by John McMichael,
M.D., F.R.C.P., ERS. Pp. xxiii + 503. Illustrations.
50s. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1958.

Blood Groups ill Man. 3rd Edition. By R. R. Race, Ph.D.,
M.RC.S., ERS. and Ruth Sanger, Ph.D., B.Sc. Pp. xix +
377. 31 Figures. 42s. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publica
tions. 1958.

Ocular Allergy. By Frederick H. Theodore, M.D. and Abraham
ScWossman, M.D. With chapters by William B. Sherman,
M.D. and Roberts S. Coles, M.D. Pp. xviii + 420. III
Figures. 96s. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox Ltd.
1958.

The Measurement and Appraisal of Adult Intelligence. 4th Edition.
By David Wechsler. Pp. ix + 297. 40s. London: Bailliere,
TindaJI & Cox Ltd. 1958.

Die Infektionskrankheiten des Menschell I//ld ihre Erreger. In
zwei Banden. Herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. A. Grumbach
und Prof. Dr. W. Kikuth. xxxii + 1,702 Seiten. 56 Abbil
dungen. Ganzleinen DM 198.00. Stuttgart: Georg Thieme
Verlag. 1958.

DermalOlogie und Venerologie: einscWiesslich Berufskrankheiten,
dermatologischer Kosmetik und Andrologie. In 5 Banden.
Herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. H.A. Gottron und
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. W. Schonfeld. Band II. Teil 1. Physika
lische Behandlung-Dermatologische Kosmetik-Krankhei
ten noch unbekannter Herkunft nach ihrer Morphologie 1
Bearbeitet von zahlreichen namhaften Fachgelehrten. xvi +
388 Seiten. 388 teils farbige Abbildungen. Ganzleinen
DM 173.00. Subskriptionspreis DM 138.40. Der Bezug
von Teil I verpllichtet zur Abnahme des gesamten Bandes II
(Teil 2 erscheint im August 1958). Der Subskriptionspreis
fUr das Gesamtwerk gilt bis zum Erscheinen des letzten
Bandes. Jeder Band ist einzeln rum Ladenpreis Kaullich.
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Veriag. 1958.

Handbuch der Tuberkulose. Band I. Allgemeine Grundlagen.
Herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. J. Hein, Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. H.
Kleinschrnidt, und Prof. Dr. E. Uehlinger. xvi + 832 Seiten.
244 Abbildungen. Ganzleinen DM. 178.00 Subskrip
tionspreis DM 142.40. Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag.
1958.

Tumors of the Esophag/ls. By A. P. Stout. M.D. and R. Lattes
M.D. Pp. 105. 58 Figures. 2 Colour Plates. 1.00. Washing
ton: Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. 1957.

TI/mors of the Skin. By Herbert Z. Lund, M.D. Pp. 330. 265
Figures, 1 Colour Plate. 3.00. Wa hington: Armed Forces
Institute of Pathology. 1957.


