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or copstipating effect and does not give rise to alkalosis. Inhibi
tion elr normal peptic activity is not induced and Neutrate tablets'
do nett cause 'acid rebound'.

Patking. Peppermint-flavoured tablets each containing 0·375 g.
of ajuminium hydroxide-magnesium carbonate co-dried gel,
suppLied in cartons of 40 and 200, foil-wrapped tablets.

Fw1her information may be obtained from British Drug Houses
(Soutll Africa) (Pty.) Ltd., P.O. Box 372, Johannesburg.

PERITRATE 80 MG.

Warner Pharmaceuticals (Pty.) Ltd. announce the release of a
new (orm of peritrate, Peritrate 80 mg. Sustained Action tablets.
Peritrate Sustained Action tablets are dual-layered tablets, the
dark green layer containing 20 mg. of PETN for immediate dis
integration and the second layer specially prepared in a wax
vehicle with 60 mg. of PET disintegrating over the next 6 - 7
nours·
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The advantage of the Peritrate Sustained Action form i that
only 2 tablets daily need be given in order to give the patient
true, 'round-the-clock protection. The patient i therefore pro
tecte~ against coronary insufficiency in the early hours of the
mormng when protection is not u ually maintained by other
forms.

Like other forms of peritrate, the new Peritrate Su tained
Action is indicated for angina pectori , coronary in uffi iency,
and the po t-coronary syndrome. Peritrate Su tained Action
will .reduce nitroglycerine dependence, reduce pain, increase
exercIse tolerance and frequently improve ECG .

Dosage. One tablet b.d. at lea t a half-an-hour before breakfast
and dinner.

Peritrate Su tained Action is available in bottles of 25 and 100.
The price to the public is 205. for 25 tablet.

Further information may be obtained from Warner Phar
maceuticals (pty.) Ltd., P.O. Box 1718, Cape Town.

BOEKBESPREKINGS :~BOOK REVIEWS

PLANNlNG OF STATISTICAL SURVEYS
Medical Surveys and Clinical Trials. Edited by L. J. Witts,
C.B.E., MA., M.D., Sc.D., ER.C.P. Pp. x + 328. Illustrations.
English price 35s. London, New York, Toronto: Oxford
University Press. 1959.

.In therapeutic trials in which controls are used, significantly
fewer treatments are considered to be successful than when no
~ontrols are used' (page Ill). War on 'clinical impression' and
in my experience'. The British teaching hospital system has
'argely fostered ex cathedra announcements by all-knowing chiefs,
yet caution has slowly spread, perhaps down from the north,
and it is in keeping with the British personality that systems of
exact analysis of therapeutic methods should emanate from
Britain.

This book really tells you about ways of conducting surveys of
revalence and incidence, and therapeutic trials which require

the statistical method. Before anyone decides to embark on a
iece of work to establish the relationship of fleabites to peptic

ulcer, the incidence of jaundice in railway workers, or the value
of extracts of rhinoceros urine in asthma, he should consult this

ook. For example, he may not realize that, by correct design,
in a factorial rype of experiment, the importance and interaction
of several different factors may be examined in the same trial.
This is in contrast to the old method of varying only one factor
at a time. Or again, by sequential analysis a study may end as
soon as a significant result is achieved, in contrast to the con
ventional plan of studying a set number of subjects with final
assessment of results.

In places, the ordinary clinician who is interested in truth will
find the language a little obscure and even verbose. He will find
very little here on methods of using patients as their own controls
(e.g. in assessing the value of 'tablets' in the treatment of diabetes).
There is one further criticism; the statistical result is not necessarily
the whole answer. The British are perhaps becoming too prone
now to accept it as such. Thus, a carefully-conducted M.R.C.
trial of corticosteroids in exophthalmos found these to be of no
real value, but what they really found was that in the dosage they
adopted, and in the type of patients in their study, no statistical
advantage could be shown.

Anyhow, this book is most necessary. W.P.U.J.

RADIOGRAPHIC TECHNIQUE
Medical Radiographic Technique. 2nd edition. Prepared by
Technical Service X-ray Department, General Electric Com
pany, under the original editorial supervision of the late G. W.
Files. Pp. 386. illustrations. 815. 6d. Oxford: Blackwell
Sci<:ntific Publications. 1959.

This book supplies the needs of radiographers working for a
diplorna. It embraces phy ics and electrotechnics as applied to
X-ray equipment and includes sections on anatomy and clinical
radioaraphy. That it originated in notes intended for technicians
of the General Electric Corporation is quite clear, ince the treat
ment of electrotechnics and the physics of radiation is extremely
good. hapters on tomography, high-kilovoltage radiography,
soft-tissue radiography and photofluorography are also very well

done. Dark-room lay-out and procedure are included, but unfor
tunately there is no discussion of silver recovery processes.

The ana.tomy section is well illustrated and the text fairly com
plete. It IS ID the field of clinical radiography Ihat the book is
perhaps a little weaker. Examination candidates will expect
more than the routine views illustrated. There is not the com
pleteness expected of a work of reference or of a text-book and
there are. also surprising omissions, such as dental radiography
and foreIgn-body localization as applied to the eye. Many of
the procedures with contrast media are very cur orily described,
perhaps because a radiologist usually supervi es the examination.
On the other hand, radiographers will be grateful for the excellent
discussion on diaphragms and grids, stereoscopes, etc.

Radiolo~ists who are candidates for a diploma will also ap
precIate this book. Practising radiologi ts will refer to it in order
to understand what the X-ray service man is trying to explain
to them.

The standard of book production is extremely high. L.W.

VIRAL AND RlCKETTSI L 1 'FECTIO S

Viral and Rickettsial Infections of Mall. 3rd edition. Edited
by Thomas M. Rivers, M.D. and Frank L. HQfSfaIl, Jr., M.D.
Pp. xviii + 967. 134 illustrations. 63. net. London: Pitman
Medical Publishing Co. Ltd. 1959.

It is 6 years ince the 2nd edition appeared. The knowledge of
viral and rickettsial infections has advanced to uch a degree
during this time that the book has had to be rewritten for the
3rd edition. This has been done with the help of additional eminent
contributors, who now total 44. Each has been chosen 2S being
an authority in his particular field.

It has been necessary to rearrange the material and introduce
additional chapters. The growing importance of biochemistry
and biophysics is emphasized. There are new chapters on the
recently discovered ECHO viruses and adenoviruses, and also
on the arthropod-borne animal viruses and their infection of
man.

The recently recognized entity of haemorrhagic fever is covered
in a new chapter.

Various aspects of poliomyelitis are now dealt with in 3 chapters
instead of one.

As .previously, all aspects of viral and rickettsial infections
are covered, and the book will continue to have wide appeal.
This will, no doubt, be aided by its subsidized price. W.B.B.

PAEDIATRIC ELECTROCARDIOGRAPH Y

Piidialrischer EKG-Arlas. Von Pri .-Doz. Dr. W. Heck und
Dr. J. Stoerm r. Pp. xvi + 230. 181 Abbildungen in 22 Ein
zeldarstellungen und eine Messtafel zur B timmung des Vektors
und rur Ausmessung der Herzfrequenz. Ganzieinen D 7 .00.
Stuttgart: Georg Thieme Verlag. 1959.

With the recent advances in cardiac surgery, early and exact
diagnosis of congenital heart disease is more important than
ever. In this, electrocardiography, being technically imple and
completely safe, has its undisputed place. In judging the abnormal,



600 S.A. MEDICAL JOURNAL 9 July 1960

however, a knowledge of the normal is required. The book under
review fills a gap in this respect.

After a short introduction, in which the pecularities of the
ECG in infancy and childhood are set out, vectorcardiography,
intrinsic deflection, the electrical axis, and the anatomical differ
ences of the heart and thorax in infancy and their influence on
the ECG, are shortly but clearly explained.

In the main chapter of the book, which fills the abovementioned
gap and presents an important contribution, minimal, mean and
maximal normal time values are given for every deflection of
the graph, and times for the following age-groups: Premature
babie, 1st and 2nd months, 3 - 5 months, 6 - 12 months, 2 - 3
years, 4 - 6 years, 7 - 10 years and 11 - 15 years. The times given
for each group represent the average of 50 clinically healthy
individuals completely examined.

In the atlas part of the book will be found typical abnormal
ECGs of most of the more important clinical conditions where
they are found, including the ECGs of all congenital heart dis
eases, and also short anamnestic notes and collateral examinations.
All findings are confirmed by operation or autopsy.

The book i beautifully printed and certainly of great value-if
only for comparison or reference-to the non-German paediatri-
cian specializing in cardiology. W.G.H.

TISSUE TRA SPLA TATIO r

Transplantation of Tissues. Vol. 2. Skin, Cornea, Fat, Nerves,
Teeth, Blood Vessels, Endocrine Glands, Organs, Peritoneum,
Cancer Cells. Edited by Lyndon A. Peer, M.D. et al. Pp.

x.iii + 690. 252 figures. $20.00 and 160. Baltimore: The
Williams and Wilkins Company. London: Bailliere, Tindall
and Cox Ltd. 1959.

The first volume of Transplantation of Tissues was published in
1955, and was enthusiastically received. This volume, thOUgh
similarly patterned, deals with a wide variety of transplant and
is therefore of necessity a group presentation. Each subject is
dealt with by a specialist in his particular field, which ensures
the most up-to-date and authoritative treatment of each section.

The contributors describe, in the simplest of terms, how tissues,
organs or glands may be grafted, and the success, limitations or
failure of the procedures. Though possibly regarded by many
general practitioners as somewhat impractical, this subject is
shown to be the exact opposite in these valuable contributions,
which arise from present-day studies of cell behaviour. One of
the most recently developed branches of medicine, this is also
one of the most interesting and topical.

In this volume, experimental research on animals and the
clinical application to humans is separate. The book is profusely
illustrated, both by photographs and diagrams, in excellent plates
of great clarity. Each chapter is concluded with a bibliography.

The purpose of this book is to acquaint the uninitiated with
the essentials of the transplantation of tissues, and this is ably
achieved with just the right modicum of specialized technical
terms. Both volume I and volume 2 will be a valuable addition
to the book shelves of any medical practitioner, and a source of
more and more frequent reference as this field of medicine re
ceives wider and more general acceptance and application.

C.N.B.

BRIEWERUBRIEK : CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor: I and the Executive Committee of my Association
read with great interest the reports of the recent proceedings of
the South African Medical and Dental Council and the Federal
Council of the Medical Association of South Africa concerning
the reporting of medical mallers in the lay press.

I should like to· draw the attention of your readers to the fact
that this Association was formed more than a year ago with the
main object of stimulating accurate, responsible and ethical
reporting of all scientific matters including medicine in all its
branches.

The Association has about 25 members including accredited
science correspondents, journalists, scientists, members of the
medical profession and others who regularly write about scientific
subjects. Since its inception the Association has held a number
of meetings, all of them well attended by members of the medical
profession in Johannesburg, to further these objects.

For some time there has been a reluctance on the part of some
members of the medical profession to give news or even to speak
to accredited journalists representing the lay press. This is clearly
evinced from some of the remarks made at the 71st meeting of
the South African Medical and Dental CounciJ.l I should like
to point out that reports and articles by members of our Associa
tion are almost invariably referred back to the practitioners
concerned and to the Southern Transvaal Branch of the Medical
Association to ensure their accuracy and ethical correctness.

All members of your profession must surely agree that there
is a tremendous public interest in the development of medical
science. To cater for this there has arisen a specialist journalist
who writes solely about scientific matters. Most Johannesburg
newspapers have now appointed full-time scientific correspondents.
Their stories are distributed to almost every daily newspaper in
the Union through syndication and the South African Press
Association. Surely the fullest cooperation of the medical pro
fession would be the best way of ensuring that these articles are
of a standard which the medical profession would like to see?

It is hoped that in the future a greater liaison between science
correspondents and the medical profession will develop. But
this can only come about when the medical profession accept
the situation and endeavours to take a more active part in con
trolling it.

We should always be happy to hear the views of your members
on these matters.

Roy W. Terry
Chairman

Transkei Branch (M.A.S.A.)
P.O. Box 318
Umtata, Cape
1 June 1960

The Science Writers' Association of
South Africa

P.O. Box 1138, Johannesburg
20 June 1960

I. South African Medical and Dental Council, Report (1960): S. Afr. Med. J.,
34,405.

AUDE APPEAL FUND
To the Editor: I enclose a list of contributors who have recently
subscribed to the aude Appeal Fund through the very stout
efforts of Dr. M. J. Goddefroy, of Bloemfontein. The total sum
collected amounted to £175 17s. Od. and I can assure you that the
Branch greatly appreciates this effort.

We consider it advisable that the names of doctors who kindly
donated towards the 'aude Appeal Fund should receive recogni
tion through the Journal, and it is for this reason that the list is
enclosed:

Drs. C. Albertyn, G. H. Allibone, B. Arenson, Rex Busschau,
D. C. J. Carter, P. Connan, R. N. Cullinan, S. Daikliker, J. Gerber,
Beck de Villiers, R. S. Deane, J. F. Krige, P. E. Dreyer, C. V. du
Toit, T. B. Enslin, Von W. Eybers, P. M. S. Fischer, T. B. Forrest,
W. Gordon, A. J. Groenewald, W. Grundill, G. H. H. Hattingh,
E. Hesselberg, 1. Hirschfield, C. M. lmmelman, A. W. Jacobsz,
S. M. Kahn, 1. G. Key, Otto F. A. Krause, N. H. Louw, J. D.
Meyer, A. G. M. Morrison, J. G. Muller, L. H. Mulier, S. w.
Nolte, lan Pepper, P. le R. PoW, 1. J. Roy, 1. Sacks, Neville Sacks,
F. P. Scott, R. H. Scott, G. H. Sheldon, G. W. Snyrnan, J. G. W.
Sutherland, R. J. Tahan, G. C. Borggreve, Raymond Theron,
J. G. Thornson, G. L. Trichardt, L. C. Trichardt, D. J. van den
Heever, Nak van der Merwe, J. W. van der Riet, F. van Schou
wenburg, J. H. J. van Vuuren, J. J. Viljoen, J. S. Visser, J. H. W.
Wessels, M. H. Wessels, S. J. Wicks, M. J. Goddefroy, W. J.
Serfontein, S. V. Potgieter, G. B. Lapinsky, J. de V. Joubert,
1. Venter, P. J. eethling, J. S. Pretorius, J. W. Wessels, Koo
Theron, D. H. Thornson, J. S. Theron, and A. T. eser, all of
Bloemfontein, O.F.S., and Dr. B. Birch of Engcobo, Transkei.

J. H. Hofmeyr
Hon. Secretary
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