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word, kan die gedeelte langsaan ook dadelik gebruik word vir 'n
nit.

3. Met die gebruik van hierdie masjiene word die el glad en
skoon gelaat wat natuurlik die beste toestand vir spoedige ge­
nesing skep, sodat die huidoppervlakte vanwaar die vel geneem
is, binne 'n paar weke weer gebruik kan word.

Die hoe snysnelheid (5,000-7,000 hale per minuut) verseker
skoon en g1adde repe met skerp, reguit kante wat gemakJik deur
{tie chirurg vervorm kan word om te pas waar dit nodig is; ook
kan die kante goed geheg word.

Die dikte van die reep word beheer deur die gebruik van 'n
mikrokontroleknop in die middel van die masjien. Enige dikte,
van die dunste kloofreep tot een van 0·05 duim dikte kan gemaak
word. Elke afdeling van die kontroleknop verteenwoordig 0·002
duim. Daar kan gesien word hoe dik elke reep sal kom deur te
k)'k na die snykant van die lem en die skerm daaroor.

Verdere besonderhede kan verkry word van Medical Distribu­
tors, Posbus 3378, Johannesburg.

GRISOVIN TABLETS

Glaxo Laboratories (S.A.) (Pty.) Ltd. intrpduce Grisovin tablets,
and supply the following information:

Grisovin, the Glaxo presentation of griseofulvin, is the first
preparation to prove effective in the oral treatment of superficial
fungal infections. This product has received a great deal of pro­
minence in the overseas press, and stocks are now available in
this country.

Experience so far confirms laboratory evidence that the activity
of griseofulvin is confined to the dermatophytes. These, so-called
'ringworm fungi', are responsible for the superficial mycoses,
tinea pedis, cruris, corporis and capitis, that are described by a
variety of clinical names. In these conditions griseofulvin has
given excellent results. Trichophyton rubrum infections, in· par­
ticular, have previously been regarded as very difficult to treat
with success, and it is notable that these have responded well
and that results are as good in cases of many years' duration as
in infections of recent origin.

Dosage. In general, the level of dosage that has been found
effective is about 15-25 mg. griseofulvin per kg, body-weight
daily by mouth. For practical purposes, the dosage given to
adults is 1 g. (4 Grisovin tablets) daily by mouth. In more severe
cases up to 2 g. daily may be given. For children, doses of 250­
500 mg. (1-2 Grisovin tablets) daily are used, but as much as Ig.
daily has been given without side-effects.

Packing. Grisovin tablets contain 250 mg. griseofulvin each,
and are issued in bottles of 100 and 1,000 tablets.

ANCOVERT

British Drug Houses announce the introduction of Ancovert, a
new preparation for the treatment of aural vertigo and Meniere's
disease, and supply the following information:

Composition. Each Ancovert tablet contains 50 mg. of nicotinic
acid and 25 mg. of meclozine hydrochloride.

Mode of action. Ancovert has a threefold effect: (1) It exerts
a sedative action which controls the i=ediate symptoms until
the organism has been enabled to adjust the endolyrnphatic
balance. (2) It has a depressant action of the vestibular centres
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and acts as an anti-emetic in those cases in which nausea omiting
and prostration are present. (3) The nicotinic acid in Ancovert
acts as a vasodilator enabling the patient to achieve endolym­
phatic balance more rapidly and to maintain this balance when it
has been achieved.

Ancovert is generally free from side-effects although certain
patients who are hypersensitive to nicotinic acid may experience
transient flushing when taking Ancovert in high dosage.

Administration and dosage. One tablet t\ ice daily.
Ancovert is supplied in bottles of 50 tablets.

RELEASI

Warner Pharmaceuticals (pty.) Ltd. announce the introduction
of Releasin and supply the following information:

Releasin Warner-Chilcott is a standardized pure injection of
Relaxin, the 'third hormone of pregnancy'. It has been widely
used in obstetrics~ and published reports have been reviewed
recently.l,-

As with all other hormones when they first became available,
a great deal of further clinical research will be required to assess
its final place in therapy. In the meantime, its use is suggested
particularly to control premature labour (between the 20th and
36th week) and in difficult or prolonged labour at term.

Fundamental research in laboratory and clinic has shown the
significance of Releasin in connective tissue disease. This has
already led to dramatic results in ameliorating scleroderma and
suggested other uses in connective tissue disorders and peripheral
vascular disease. .

For the first time we have succeeded in making this product
available to the profession in limited amounts at a reasonable
cost-in spite of the limitation of supplies of raw material and
the lengthy process of purification.

For further information contact Warner Pharmaceuticals (Pty.)
Ltd., 6-10 Searle Street, Cape Town.

I. Sands, R. S. (1958): Canad. Med. Assoc. J., 78. 935.
2. Stone, M. L. et al. (1958): Amer. J. Obstet. Gynec., 76, 544.

PENVIKAL
Maybaker (S.A.) (Pty.) Ltd. announce the introduction of Penvikal
brand of potassium penicillin V, and supply the following informa­
tion:

This biosynthetic penicillin is stable in the acid gastric secretion,
absorption is rapid, and effective blood levels are obtained 15
to 30 minutes after the tablets have been taken on an empty
stomach. Penvikal is indicated in the treatment of infections
due to penicillin-susceptible organisms including pneumococci,.
streptococci, staphylococci, and some bacilli. It may be given
for continuous prophylaxis against streptococcal infection in
cases of rheumatic heart disease and congenital heart defect.
Penvikal is also indicated for short-term prophylactic administra­
tion in such patients before and for a few days after the extraction
of teeth, tonsillectomy, and other operations within the oral
cavity.

Penvikal is supplied as tablets of 125 and 250 mg. equivalents
to 200,000 and 400,000 units of benzylpenicillin (penicillin G).
The product is supplied in containers of 12, 100 and 500 tablets
respectively.

BOOK REVIEWS: BOEKBESPREKINGS

DRUGS OF CHOICE

Drugs of Choice, 1958-59. By WaIter Modell, M.D. (Editor).
Pp. 931. South African price: £5 8s. 6<1. St. Louis: The C. V.
Mosby Company. 1958.· • '

The terrific avalanche of drugs has kept many a doctor doubting
which of a series of newcomers should be used in place of estab­
lished agents or in preference' to competitive contemporaries.
Many books have been written in recent years, some of the nature
of catalogues, others dealing with special advances in therapy,
to assist the physician in a general or special way.

The present volume, which is of no mean size, is designed as
a practical guide to the selection of the drug of choice for a par­
ticular condition. It has been written by experts in many fields
of medicine, who indicate their choice of drugs; they express

their own opinion based on their specialized knowledge and
experience. In other words these are not review articles and
there is no argument on any issues. The expert opinion is by
American physicians for those who desire to follow, or can obtain
the drugs to carry out their therapeutic programmes. Each chapter
is followed by a lengthy Drug Index, a list of many proprietary
preparations, which serves for reference but not as a help to the
reader to make his choice.

Every doctor today is using drugs of great potency and perhaps
also of great variety (depending on the nature of his practice),
and needs to know about drugs that are being used by others.
This book indicates in clear, concise, and practical terms what
are regarded as the best available drugs for a particular thera­
peutic problem.

.S.
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RADI0-A ATOMY OF 1 'FA TTS

RontgenanalOmie der eugeborenen- und Siillglingslunge. Von
Priv.-Doz. Dr. med. habil. Z. Zsebok. 160 Seiten. 286 Teils
farbige Abbildungen. DM 75.00. Stuttgart: Georg Thieme

erlag. 1958.

In the first few chapters the author deal with his radiological
methods and with anthropological measurements of the thorax
of the newborn. He outlines the radiological appearance of the
normal thorax. The development of the lungs is shortly men·
tioned. Then the author describes in full details the normal
radiological findings of bronchi, pulmonary ve el, lungs, hilar
lymph nodes, thymus, diaphragm and pleura.

Thi book i very well produced and most of the illustrations
are excellent. Zsebok's book fills a gap in the medical literature.
Radiologist, paediatricians and pathologists can find here a good
review of former ob ervations and many new details of the thorax
and lungs of the newborn.

HW.W.
CORTICAL STlMULATIO

The Excitable Cortex in Conscious Man. By Wilder Penfield,
O.M., C.M.G., Litt.B., M.D., D.Sc., F.R.C.S., Hon. FR.C.P.,
FR.S. Pp. ix+43. 15 figures. 10s. 6<1. net. Liverpool: Liver­
pool University Press. 1958.

This book, based on the fifth Sherrington lecture, contains valuable
information on cortical stimulation.

The method of mapping out cortical or other brain centres
while operating on a patient is an ideal one: the scientist or neuro­
surgeon can thus compare tbe results of cortical stimulation
derived from animal experiments with the histological areas of
brain matter. These two methods of localizing the different
centres of the brain often give unexpected results when 'silem'
areas suddenly become alive.

Penfield and his school developed the stimulation and localiza­
tion of brain areas to a great art and the results are interesting
to both the physiologist and the neuro-surgeon. The presence
of a 'centrencephalic' system, that is, neurone circuits which
unite the two hemispheres within the higher brain stem, leads
to an interesting working hypothesis. This is encouraged by
the knowledge that the associative connections confined to each
hemisphere could not alone serve the requirements of sensory
organization.

For those who remember Sir· Charles Sherrington and his
work it may be worth while to read the introduction. It is a
short but fine description of his personality and of his way of
thinking in the interesting twilight of science, religion and philo­
sophy, in which the author of the present book has also some
interest and to which he has given some thought.

The interested reader may be referred to a much more com­
prehensive book on this subject, The Cerebral Cortex o/Man, by
W. Penfield and T. Rasmussen (Macmillan & Co., New York:
1950).

M.W.

CORRFSPONDENCE : BRIEWERUBRIEK

RECORDED LECTURES

To the Editor: I was interested to read in the is ue of your Journal
of 11 April,' a letter from Dr. F. A. van Heerden of Bergville
about the availability of medical lectures recorded on tape.

You are probably aware this is one of the facilities offered
by the College of General Practitioners in the United Kingdom.
Smith Kline and French Laboratories have assisted with the
preparation of tape recordings by prominent doctors in that
country. These recordings are distributed by the College of
General Practitioners. When the South African College of General
Practitioners is established, it is hoped that these recordings
will also be available through them in South Africa.

In the United States Smith Kline and French have recently
been recording on tapes meetings of the American Psychiatric
Association, which are available to interested groups of doctors.

. More recently a recording has been made of an interesting trans­
atlantic broadcast between the annual Clinical Meeting of the
British Medical Association in Southampton, and the meeting

, of the American Medical Association in Minneapolis, on 5 Decem-
ber 1958. The subject of the conference was chest diseases.

It would be interesting to know how great the interest is in
South Africa in such recordings and others of a similar nature
and whether they should be made available as a service to the
medical profession.

E. J. M. Odell
SKF Laboratories (Ply.) Ltd.
P.O. Box 784
Port Elizabeth
16 April 1959

1. Correspondence (1959): S. Afr. Med. l., 33, 322.

RECORDED LECTURES

To the Editor: Since Dr. van Heerden1 has stimulated interest in
this subject by writing in the Journal of I I April 1959, the follow­
ing information may be of practical value:

Since I bought my Iirst tape recorder in 1952 I have, among
other uses, also recorded medical addresses and, on one occasion,
a lecture on breast cancer by a visiting authority. Unlike reading,
you can listen to tape recordings while panially occupied by
omething else. An American colleague and fellow tape-recording

enfhusiast listens to Audio-Digest tapes while he drives his car.
I have become aware of the shortcomings of the tapes which

were 'home-made' and, therefore, far below the professional
standard of Audio-Digest tapes produced by the Audio-Digest
Foundation, a non-profit making subsidiary of the California

Medical Association of 205 Torth Glendale Avenue, Glendale 6,
California, USA. Their 5-inch reels of tape provide about Lhour
of the most interesting and enjoyable listening to a well-chosen
selection of expertly summarized articles from the world· medical
literature. ot only are the articles read with the clarity and
resonance of an expert reader, but also induded are experts
summing up important P.oints in their own special fields.

The charge for the weekly general practice tape is SI54 per
annum-the 'reels of tape becoming the property of the recipient.
By subscribing to every alternate reel only, i.e. 26 reels, the sub­
scription falls to S84 per annum. Subscriptions may also be
confined to any of the following specialities: surgery, general
medicine, obstetrics and gynaecology, paediatrics, 'and anaesthe­
siology; by paying 877.50 per annum one then receives a tape
twice a month (24 a year). A mailing charge of 38 cents per tape
as Iirst class mail or 82.25 per tape as air mail parcels is made.
The Audio-Digest also publishes a catalogue of single tapes
consisting of talks or panel discussions costing S4-S5 per tape,
post free.

Audio-Digest tapes can be whole-heartedly recommended both
to the doctor and to medical libraries where they can be used to
supplement our constantly advancing medical education both
at the undergraduate and postgraduate levels. I shall be glad to
do what I can in helping to make, tapes of medical interest more
freely available. We are also hoping to have tapes available at
the fonhcoming 42nd Medical Congress (M.A.S.A.) at East
London from 27 September to 3 02tober 'this year. - Use(ul con­
tacts, discussions and even new tape recordings could then be
made. '

R. M .. Schweitzer
6 Bank Street
West Bank
East London
22 April 1959

I. Correspondence (1959): S. Afr. Med. l., 33, 322.

RECORDED LECTURES

To rhe Editor: It will be of interest to you and possibly also to
your readers to learn that Squibb Laboratories (Ply.) Ltd. have
just introduced what is, we believe, a unique service to the members
of the medical profession in South Africa.

Tape recorded reviews of current medical literature and scientific
lectures prepared by Audio-Digest Foundation, a subsidiary of
the California Medical Association, are offered on free loan for
individual or group listening from our Film and Recorded Tape
Library.' ,


