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NEW PREPARATIO S AND APPLIANCFS : NUWE PREPARATE EN TOFSTELLE

THJOCARB
The German finn of C. H. Boehringer Sohn announces the intro
duction of Thiocarbin and supplies the following information:

Thiocarbin i a new anti-seborrhoeic product for local applica
tion which is capable of superseding tbe variou combinations of
sulphur, salicylic acid and antibacterial ubstances hitheno used
in the treatment of eborrhoeic conditions. This preparation
po e keratolytic and antibacterial properties control seba
ceous secretion, and timulate the reaction of the skin. arious
types of seborrhoeic dermatiti, uch as acne vulgari , rosacea,

and seborrhoeic eczema, have cleared up in a short time under
treatment with Thiocarbin in strengths as low as 0.5 % or less.
Among over 3,000 patients succes fully treated in clinical trials
were many who had previously undergone a prolonged and
ineffective course of treatment \vith tbe usual preparations. The
new product constitutes an important advance in the radical
treatment of these condition, the social significance of which is of
con iderable importance.

For further information contact C. H. Boehringer Sohn, Ingel
heim am Rhein, Germany.

BOOK REVIEWS: BOEKBESPREKINGS

PHY IOTHERAPY OF V RICOSE LeERS
The Physical TreaTment of Varicose Ulcers. A practical manual
for the phy iotherapi t and nurse. By R. Rowden Foote,
F.I.C.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.R.C.O.G. With a section
on EleCTrical Adjuncts to Treatment by Mi T. Wareham,
M.C.S.P. Pp. xii+I26. 88 illu trations. 15s. net + Is. Id.
postage abroad. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1958.

This booklet i an attempt to provide Briti h and other physio
therapi ts and nurses with a handy guide in their work in con
nection with the non-surgical treatment of varicose and post
phlebitic ulcers of the lower third of the leg. This is a world-wide
problem, cau ing not only much suffering but also, and more
important even, much 10 of man-power and great expense to
the individuals concerned and to the state.

Whatever may be said to the contrary, it is very evident that
the superficial type of ulcer is, in the last instance, due to incom
petent communicating veins, which in turn are the result of too
much standing and too liTtle exercise of the muscles of the legs.
All this is the result almost exclu ively of our civilized way of
living. The correctne of thi view is supported by the type of
treatment advocated by the author himself: Elevation, strapping
and massage, supplemented by appropriate exercises.

The book i packed \vith useful information for the physio
therapist and nur e alike, and this i upplemented by many
useful illu trations both of the two types of ulcer referred to and
of the methods of massaging and strapping. There is nothing
which cannot be clearly understood and put into practice by any
intelligent nurse who takes the trouble to read the book carefully.
It should be useful to many workers in this country.

G.C.A.v.d.W.

C I GRAM'S A ATOMY

Cunningham's Manual of Practical Anatomy. 12th edition.
Volume Ill. Head and eck: Brain. Revised by James Couper
Brash, M.C., M.A., M.D., D.Se., LL.D., F.R.C.S.Ed., F.R.S.E.
pp. xii+520. 231 figures. 28s. net. London- ew York-Toronto:
Oxford University Press. 1958.

This v ume follows the traditional pattern in being devoted
to the dissection of the head, neck and brain. omenclature is
based on the recommendations submitted to, and approved by,
the Paris Congress of 1955. It is hoped that lasting agreement
has been achieved in this respect so that the tudent will ultimately
use the same terminology in the di ecting room and the wards.
It is unfortunate that further modifications may be made in 1960.

There is little to disagree with in this excellent manual. I wonder
if it is really necessary (p. 346) for the student to equip himself
with 6 eyeballs of oxen in order to dissect this structure. In a
properly preserved dissecting-room subject the eyeball can be
admirably dissected after removal and distension with injected
water. In view of the importance of arteriography in X-ray diag
nosis, the labelling of vessels in such plates as Fig. 194 would be
helpful.

The text, illustrations and production attain the high standards
of clarity which we have come to expect in Cunningham. The
book is warmly commended to tudents where anatomy dissec
tion extends over 5 terms and would be most helpful to those
preparing for the higher examinations. P.G.L.

ALLERGY OF THE EYE

Ocular Allergy. By Frederick H. Theodore, M.D. and Abraham
SehJos man, M.D., with chapters by William B. Sherman,
M.D. and Roberts S. Coles, M.D. Pp. xviii+420. III figures.
96s. London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox Ltd. 1958.

More and more ocular affections are today being <}ttributed to
allergies. In some, such as an atopic conjunctivitis, the relation
ship is direct; in others, such as in phlyctenular disease, it is not
so easily recognized; whereas in others again, e.g. uveitis, only
an 'allergenic focus' can be invoked to explain the condition.
All these aspects are fully discussed by the authors of this book
and the clinical manifestations of ocular allergy described in a
very easily readable text. The pitfalls in diagnosis and the con
ditions that can be confused are pointed out and the 13 tables
are particularly helpful in summarizing the contents. In treatment
the steroids have been extremely useful, but a warning is given
that their indiscriminate use may be disastrous. Antihistamines
have not generally been of much value and antihistamine oint
ments have produced so much sensitivity that the A.M.A. has
disapproved their use. Every drug has at some time produced an
allergic response, usually mild but occasionally fatal. The list
of offending cosmetics is also a lengthy one. The subjects of
vernal catarrh and conjunctival allergies are particularly detailed.
This book can be recommended for study by every allergist and
ophthalmologist. It is beautifully illustrated and the authors
are to be congratulated in its production.

L.S.
THE ACUTE ABDOMEN

The Acute Abdomen. 2nd edition. By Wi]Jjam Requarth,
M.D. pp. 313. 89 figures. 6.50. Chicago: Year Book Pub
lishers, Inc. 1958.

This little monograph is a member of a series written for interns,
surgical residents and practising doctors. Aetiology and treat
ment are considered, besides diagnosis. The approach to the
subject is a novel one: an attempt to group conditions requiring
immediate, delayed or non-operative treatment separately. There
are also chapters on traumatic wounds of the abdomen, acute
abdominal lesions in infants and differential diagnosis of
acute gastro-oesophageal haemorrhage. Lists, preponderantly
American, of references appear at the end of each chapter.

There is a profusion of roentgenograms, most of which are
too small and could well be deleted to leave room for more de
tailed discussion of, say, appendicitis, electrolyte balance, or the
restoration of body fluids. The discussion of some of the rarer
conditions, e.g. volvulus of the caecum or spastic ileus, might
also be deleted from this small monograph.

The chapter on intestinal obstruction is well written; almost
nothing of importance seems to have been overlooked.

In acute appendicitis Rosving's sign is mentioned as a valuable
help in diagnosis, and also Legal's sign for local hyperaesthesia
and the so-called 'stage of illusion' in perforatil"e appendicitis,
when hyperaesthesia and pain suddenly disappear but the pulse
rate rises.

The reviewer does not like the 'valuable diagnostic procedure'
of peritoneal aspiration in 'all obscure cases of abdominal pain',
by means of a 22-gauge spinal needle. In such cases it would
seem safer and more practical to operate and see, than to aspirate
and see.
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The book is well printed and strongly bound. It read easily
and should be helpful to senior medical tudents intere ted in
surgery.

A Symposium on on-Toxaemic Hypertension in Pregnancy.
Edited by orman E Morris M.D. M.B., RS., M.R.e.O.G.
and J. C. McClure Browne, B.Se., M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S. (Edin.),
F.R.C.O.G. Pp. xii+243. 78 illustrations. 35. net. London:
J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1958.

For many years non-toxaemic hyperten ion in pregnan y ha
been a controversial subject to obstetricians and there has been
a wide divergence of opinion between ob tetricians and phy i
cians. This book gives a detailed account of a syrnpo ium held
on this subject at Hammersmith Hospital, where many eminent
obstetricians and physicians gave their views. The book is well
written and to the obstetrician who wishes to have a compre
hensive account of most modern views on hyperten ion in preg
nancy it is highly recommended.

o -TOXIC HYPERTE SIO

G.C.A..d. W.

PREG T CY

It i tressed that there can be a marked differ n in the s 
toli and d.i toli blood-pres ure readings a ording to the
circumference of the arm. Thi i not often realized b the a erage
obstetri ian. Another fa tOi brought out i the greater us of
induction of labour, and it i emphaticall tated that the I t 2
weeks of pregnan can be amputat d \vithout any deterioration
in the ondition of the baby. Although many ob tetri ian ha e
10 t faith in the hypotensive dru it is hown here that they

n be of great value if u d corre tly.
everthel , the ob teuician who i looking for a olution

to all hi problems on hyperten ion in pregnancy will be di
appointed in thi book. 0 definite plan for treatment or sy tern
of elas ificati n has been laid down. The qu tion \ hether hyper
tension i a blood pr ure 0 er 120/70 or over 140/90 is not
yet an wered. TO attempt has been made to de ide on the definite
point where ou read the diastolic pressure, or whether the labile
hyperten ion i of any importance. Thi, howe er, i one of the
disad antages of sympo iums of such a nature, a no eminent
authority \vi he to compromise or et a ide hi view.

R.W.A..

BOOKS RECEIVED: BOEKE 0 ITVA G

The Medical Annual. A year book of treatment and practi
tioners' index. Editors: Sir Henry Tidy, K..B.E., M.A.,
M.D. (Oxon.), ER.C.P. and R. Milnes Walker, M.S. (Lond.),
ER.C.S. pp. xl+580+23+4. XLII Plates. 30 Figures.
42s.+1s. 9d. postage. Bristol: John Wright & Sons lid.
1958.

The Year Book of Radiology 1958-59. Radiologic Diagnosis.
Edited by John Floyd Holt, M.D. and Fred Jenner Hodges,
M.D. Radiation Therapy. Edited by Harold W. Jacox,
M.D. and Morton M. Kligerman, M.D. Pp. 448. 336 figures.

10.00. Chicago: Year Book Publishers, Inc. 1958.
Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology. Volume 1, no. 4. December

1958. Symposium on Operative Obstetrics. Edited by J.
Robert WiIlson, M.D. Symposium on Genital Cancer. Edited
by Daniel G. Morton, M.D. Published 4 times a year, over
1,100 pages. illustrated. Sold by subscription only, 18.00
per year. ew York: P. B. Hoeber, Inc. 1958.

Cardiac Arrest and Resuscitation. By Hugh E. Stephenson, Jr.,
M.D. Pp. 378. 31 figures. South African price £5 2s. Od.
St. Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company. 1958.

Breast Cancer. The Second Biennial Louisiana Cancer Conference.
ew Orleans, January 22-23, 1958. Edited by Albert Segalolf,

M.D. Pp. 257. 43 figures. South African price. £2 2s. 6d.
St. Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company. 1958.

Modern Treatment Yearbook 1959. Silver Jubilee edition. Edited
by Sir Cecil Wakeley, Bt., K.B.E., e.R, LL.D., M.Ch.,
D.Se., F.R.e.S., F.R.S.E., F.R.S.A., F.A.C.S., F.R.A.e.S.
Pp. xix+312. 2 figures. XXIII plates. 30s. London:
Published for the Medical Press by Bailliere, Tindall and
Cox Ltd. 1959.

A Manual of Anesthetic Techniques. 2nd edition. By WilIiam
J. Pryor, M.B., Ch.B. (N.Z.), F.F.A.R.e.S. (Eng.), D.A.

(Eng.), F.F. .R.A.e.S. Pp. 228. 75 illustrations. 27s. 6d. +
1 . Id. po tage. Bri tol: John Wright & Sons Ltd. 1959.

A Handbook of Medical Hypnosis. 2nd edition. By Gordon
Ambro e, L.M.S.S.A. and George ewbold, M.B., RS.,
M.R.C.S., L.M.M.S.A., D.R.C.O.G., D.C.H. Pp. xiii+276.
27s. 6d. London: Bailliere, TindaU and Cox Ltd. 1958.

The Year Book of Urology 1958-59. Edited by WiUiam W. Seott,
M.D., Ph.D. Pp. 364. 83 figures. 7.50. Chicago: The
Year Book Publi"hers Inc. 1959.

The Year Book of Ophthalmology 1958-59. Edited by Derrick
ail, RA., M.D., D.Oph. (Oxon.), F.A.C.S., F.R.C.S. (Hon.).

Pp. 407. 78 figures. 7.50. Chicago: Year Book Publishers,
Inc. 1959.

International Text-book of Allergy. Edited by J. M. Jamar, M.D.
Pp. 639. 17 figures. 11Os. Oxford: BlackweU Scientific
PUblications. 1959.

The Hand: Its Anatomy and Disease. By John J. Byrne, M.D.
Pp. xiv+384. 166 figures. 80s. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1959.

Abnormal Haemoglobins. A symposium organized by the Council
for lntern.ational Organizations of Medical Science, estab
lished under the joint auspices of UNESCO and WHO..
Edited by J. H. P. Jonxis and J. F. Delafresnaye, CIOMS.
Pp. ix+427. lIJustrations. 45s. Oxford: BJackwell Scientific
Publications. 1959.

Vascular Spiders and related Lesions of the Skin. By William
Bennett Bean, M.D. Pp. xix +372. 130 figures. 63s. net.
Oxford: BlackweU Scientific Publications. 1958.

Doctor Squibb-the life and times ofa rugged idealist. By Lawrence
G. BJochman. Pp. xii+371. 55.00. ew York: Simon and
Schuster. 1958.

CORRESPONDE CE: BRIEWERUBRIEK

DIE KUX-OPERASIE

Aan die Redakteur: Die anderdag het 'n oubaas met 'n uitgesproke
parkinsonisme by my spreekkamer gekom. 'n Paar weke tevore is
hy in die Transvaal agter die regterblad ,ge-Kux'.

Die pasient was niks beter nie en ekself rules meer ingelig nie,
aangesien 'n beleefde brief aan die dokter wat die operasie gedoen
het oor die aanduidings vir die operasie in die betrokke ge aI. geen
antwoord tot gevolg gehad het nie.

Die enigste persoon wat dus by die hele prosedure gebaat het,
was die Kux-chirurg, naamlik met 'n bedrag van £40.

E. J. Marais
Rouxstraat 18b
Bethlehem
I Junie 1959

OCCUPATIO TAL HEALTH r INDUSTRY

To the Editor: In the Journal of 16 May, you published an article
by Dr. Boris Serebro entitled Occupational Health in South African
Industry}

In the main I agree with what Dr. Serebro has to say about
sick benefit fund, and the function of the medical practitioner
within this framework. 1 am, however, in complete disagreement
with Dc. Serebro's conception of the role of the medical practitioner
in industry. I should like to draw your attention to what Dr.
Serebro has to say in this connection:

'Today the doctor in industry must olve problems of a complex
nature concerned with inter-human behaviour, among which
priority is given to interrelations berween management and labour


