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place. Solutions of Elase should be prepared ju t prior to use
to avoid loss of activity and should not be used longer than
Z4 hours after reconstitution.

EVANS MEDICAL

Evans Medical have moved to Manchester Road, Wadeville,

Tran vaa!. Thei.r po tal addres i P.O. Box 485, Germi ton;
telegraphic addre EVA SMED, Wadeville; and telephone
number 51-5436. Evans Medical products and tho e of mith
& ephew Pharmaceutical Ltd. are now di tributed by
Glaxo-Allenbury (S.A.) (Pty.) Ltd. Evan Medical remain
re ponsible for marketing and technical information.

BOEKBFSPREKINGS : BOOK REVIEWS

HEART SOUNDS 0 RECORD

Auscultation of the Heart. By J. B. Barlow and W. A.
Pocock. 12" long-playing record. Commentator: Stephen
O'Reilly. Johannesburg: Decca Record LK 4370. 1961.

I have heard many records of heart sounds and feel that this
IS perhaps the best of a whole series of records on auscultation
,!Od phonocardiography.

Weaknesses there must be, and as Prof. G. Elliott states in
his introduction, a recording is not quite the same as listening
with a stethoscope; this is an inherent weakness.

In my opinion, but some of my colleagues disagree with me,
r. Barlow himself should have done the commentary. It is

"bvious, however beautiful the voice of the commentator
IS in this record, that it is a dry-as-dust reading of a descrip­
tlOn. Every point has the same emphasis and obviously the
'omrnentator does not understand the implications. Having
heard Dr. Barlow speak on platforms, etc., I myself would
have been very happy for him to do this commentary him­
,elf. The emphasis would have then been appropriate and the
whole record would have been an 'alive' transmission.

Are there omissions? There have to be. It is impossible
to cover the whole of auscultation on two sides of a disc, but
there is a great deal of 'meat'.

Seeing that the space was limited perhaps a little less might
have been said about mitral incompetence and certainly more
about coarctation and the various murmurs found in coarcta­
tion according to the size of the orifice or the stenosi . The
record is highly recommended. M. .

PROSTATIC INCONTINENCE

Paradoxical Incontinence in Prostatic Patients. A cystometric
and clinical study. By K. T. Gjertsen. Pp. 99. R2.75. Oslo:
Norwegian Universities Press. 1961. Obtainable from P. B.
Mayer, P.O. Box 713, Cape Town.

This monograph represents 9 years' work on a subject that is
more commonly, and apparently incorrectly, known as overflow
incontinence.

During this period 103 patients with prostatic obstruction
and 20 normal individuals were carefully investigated by
cystometry.

The author concludes that the incontinence in prostatic
patients is due to detrusor contractions and that, most com­
monly, bladder tone is increased and bladder distension is the
rule; however, a marked loss of sensation of the desire to
micturate is a constant symptom and a fundamental factor
in the production of the incontinence.

An interesting monograph for urologists. IJ.

NEUROPATHOLOGY

Basic Neuropathological Technique. By G. Gasser, FJ.M.L.T.
Pp. x + 77. Illustrated. R2.00. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific
Publications. 1961.

:\ vast number of techniques have been devised for the
histopathological examination of the nervous system. The num­
ber and variety of these offer an embarrassing and bewildering
choice to technicians in general pathology laboratories who
h:lVe not the experience to select the best methods for
,pecific cases. This leads to frequent failures, waste of time
,(nd materials, discouragement and the shelving of such cases
f lr future (often indefinite) investigations.

[n this volume, the author has chosen to describe a selected
-cries of tried and proved methods which are both simple and
reliable. He does so with clarity and with attention to the
IInportant minor detail which so often differentiate between

ICCesS and failure. Commencing with the technique of

specialized postmortem procedures for particular ca e, he
describes method of fixation, proces ing and taining of the
nervous system which give full coverage for accurate diagnosis
of diseases of this complex organ.

The method of taking representative blocks for hi tological
examination of th.e brain and pinal cord d erves considera­
tion as a routine procedure.

With this volume available the tandards of neuropathologi­
cal examinations in laboratories not normally specializing in
this work should improve immea urably. B.I.P.B.

A AESTHETIC HISTORY

Essays on the first Hundred Years of Anaesthesia. Vo!. n.
By W. Stanley Sykes M.B.E., M.B., B.Chir. (Cantab.), D.A.
Pp. viii + 187. lUustrated. R3.00 net. Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone. 1961.

Thi econd volume of essays by the late Dr. W. Stanley
Sykes provides us with further fruits of the contemplation by
its author of hi professional predecessors, their method and
ome of their equipment. It is not ju t a dry history of

anaesthesia, but a collection of stimulating es ays, the material
for which has clearly taken many painstaking hours to collect.
The many illustrations and descriptions of the armamentarium
of the pioneers in anaesthesia form a fascinating documenta­
tion of the ingenuity of the.ir inventors, whose virtues and
failings are discussed with equal candour and often with con­
siderable humour.

This book, with its companion volume, can be read with
enjoyment by anyone, be he medical man or layman. The
anaesthetist will find its wealth of accurate historical research
of special value. A.B.B.

ANIMAL VIROLOGY

Introduction to Animal Virology. By A. P. Waterson, M.D.,
M.R.C.P. Pp. viii + 96. Illustrated. R2.25. London: Cam­
bridge University Press. 1961.

To the experienced virologist, and their number in South
Africa is so woefully small, this excellent little book will make
interesting light reading. To others it is recommended as a
concise outline of the quite remarkable advances that have
been made in the study of viru es during the last few years.
Attention is focussed upon the vastly different approach to
his problems by the virologist compared with students in
other biological fields, who will at least become acquainted
with the new terminology which has developed. The strict
accuracy of the many references is to be commended.

R.AA

REPAIR OF VESICO-VAGI AL FISTULA

The Vesico-Vaginal Fistula. By J. Chas ar Moir, M.D.
(Edin.), MA, D.M. (Oxon.), F.R.C.S. (Edin.), F.R.C.O.G.,
Hon.LL.D. Queen's University, Ontario. Pp. vii + 151.
Il~ustrated. R4.00 plus 22tc postage. London: Bailliere,
Tmdall and Cox Ltd. 1961.

This is a beautiful book. To tho e who have een Profes or
Moir at work, it will be obvious that he has devoted the ame
preci ion and meticulou care, to which he owes his pheno­
menal succes in the repair of the vesico-vaginal fi tula to
the production of thi book. '

It tarts off with an inspired and at times moving account
of the life of J. Marion ims, the founder of gynaecology as
a eparate pecialty. Thi chapler musl surely become a
classic in medical hi torical writing.

The main ubject matter of the book i a d cription of the
pre- and po tope.rative. care and the technique of the repair
of the veslco-vaglDal fl tula, based on lhe author' experience
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of some 250 patients. He admits that there are many gynae­
cological surgeons in Africa and India, especially, who have
a wider practical experience of the subject of this book­
Profes or Moir has acquired his experience of 250 patients
over the course of 30 years, whereas at Groote Schuur
Hospital alone, in 1960, 51 ve ico-vaginal fistulae were repaired
- but many of the surgeons who are now frequently per­
forming the operation must owe a great deal of their knowledge
and skill to the example et by Profes or Moir.

The author is of course also his own clinical photographer,
and here, too, the same standard of excellence is maintained.
One cannot help regretting thal only the frontispiece photo­
graph i in colour. What a boon it would be to medical
education if pharmaceutical firms and other bodies allied to
the medical profes ion could make more money available for
the production of medical text-books. R.P.D.

IMMU ITY

Immunity.' By S. Raffel, ScD., M.D. 2nd ed. Pp. x + 646.
lUu trated. SIO.OO. ew York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc.
1961.

This book deals with a subject in which research is extremely
active and incorporates many advances of recent publication.
Each chapter includes a wealth of carefully tabulated, up-to­
date references. In this respect it is a particularly valuable
work for those interested in the complex aspects of infection
and resistance in the animal body.

The presentation of material is similar to that of the first
edition, being divided into 4 sections viz.:

Section I, which discusses the fundamental aspects of im­
munity and constitutes almost half the text. It describes the
mechanisms of parasitism, native immunity, pathogenicity,
virulence and acquired immunity.

Section 1I deals with hypersensitivity in 4 chapters. Im­
mediate and delayed hypersensitivity are described in detail.
The latest concepts of hypersensitivity in relation to immunity
and other hypersensitive states are outlined.

Section 1II is a dissertation on the application of the pre­
viously outlined mechanism of immunity to 12 of the more
important diseases affecting man.

Section IV describes serology and antigenic systems with a
chapter on immunologic disease and on the blood-cell systems.

Most chapters are conveniently summarized, while figures
and tables are well produced. There is no author index; how-
ever, the subject index is adequate. W.H.H.

UVEITIS

Uveitis and Toxoplasmosis. By E. S. Perkins, Ph.D. (Lond.),
MD. (Lond.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.) Pp. ix + 142. U1ustrated.
R3.00. London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1961.

The author stresses this is not a textbook; part of it was
accepted as an M.D. thesi. The scope of the book is to
present observations made at the Uveitis Clinic, Institute of
Ophthalmology, London.

It deals essentially with statistical analyses of the result
of clinical examinations and of a limited number of the more
common laboratory investigations usually carried out in these
cases. The main objective was to determine the aetiology of
uveitis. If one aetiological agent could be shown unequivocally
to cause uveitis, it would help to advance knowledge of this
disease. This is seemingly achieved, since 75% of acute
posterior uveitis cases at this clinic are fairly conclusively
shown to be caused by toxoplasmosis.

The second and greater part of the book deals systematically
with this disease. A printer's 'gremlin' has found its way into
everal pages, and there are several statements which provoke

criticism, but these are small points in an otherwise interesting
thesis.

This book should be read by all ophthalmologists and those
physicians and pathologists who have dealings with ophthalmic
cases. E.E.

PHYSIOLOGY.OF THE 0 SET OF LABOUR

Progesterone and the Defence Mechanism of Pregnancy. Ciba
Foundation Study Group o. 9. Ed. by G. E. W. Wolsten­
holme, O.BE., M.A., M.B., M.R.C.P. and M. P. Cameron.
M.A. Pp. viii + 108. Illustrated. London: J. & A. Churchill
Ltd. 1961.

This symposium on the role of progesterone in the defence
mechanism of pregnancy, was appropriately held in honour of
its discoverer, Dr. George Cormer, who also acted as chairman.
To the postgraduate student and the practising obstetrician,
this book contains much of interest. The ingenious theories
of internationally known workers like Csapo and Zander are
very ably discussed and criticized by clinicians like Russel.
Kellar, Nixom-and others. Kuriyama presents some meticulous
work on the electro-physiology of the uterus.

This little book is a valuable contribution to our knowledge
of the physiology of the onset of labour. P.F.M. d. T.

BRIEWERUBRIEK : CORRESPONDENCE

INCOME TAX CONCESSIONS

To the Editor: It is indeed pleasing to note that during the
past 5 years the medical profession has been granted certain
reliefs by amendments of the Income Tax Act ( o. 31, 1941).
It would seem, however, that these concessions, tardily con­
ceeded, are being grudgingly allowed.

With reference to postgraduate study, section II (2) S, states
that the deductions allowed shall be: 'so much as the Com­
missioner may allow of any expenditure incurred by any ...
medical practitioner in respect of whom ... the Medical
Association of South Africa ... certified in such form as the
Commissioner may prescribe that he (I) ... (2) has incurred
uch expenditure during the year of assessment in respect of

the attendance by him of any postgraduate study course,
approved by such Association. to improve his qualifications
for the carrying on of his profession in the Republic.'

In this connection the Commissioner for Inland Revenue
in hi wisdom has ruled that medical congresses are not
regarded as postgraduate study courses.

The Medical Association, which has to certify the claims of
an individual in respect of any courses, must therefore resolve
when such a course i not a medical congress.

I find this ruling mo t intriguing. I can only conclude that
the Commi ioner has decided that there is nothing to be
learnt at medical congresses of any value for carrying on my
practice in the Republic. The corollary is that medical

congresses (and our own in particular) must therefore be
construed as political or social functions only and of no
medical value. It is to be hoped that the relevant sub-com­
mittee of the Federal Council will not allow this indirect insult
(even though unintentional) to pass without protest.

I personally attend our South African Congresses for the
foLlowing reasons:

I. To learn whatever I can from the papers, demonstrations.
etc. presented by my colleagues and to reciprocate as much as
possible.

2. To meet my coLleagues and vice versa. I do not think
one has to be an economist to appreciate the importance of
this to improve one's qualifications for carrying on one's pro­
fession in the Republic.

I personally can prove that I learnt a surgical procedure at
the last congress which I was able to apply to a particular
ca e. which case I otherwise would not have undertaken.
Furthermore as the result of a paper that I presented at
congress I have had a case referred for treatment.

It is therefore to be hoped that the interpretation of the act.
which distinctly says any postgraduate study course, will have
a more practical application than merely being· a sop from
Cerberus for the medical profession.

Euclid
8 January 1961


