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NEW PREPARATIONS AND APPLIANCES: NUWE PREPARATE EN TOESTELLE

OSPOLOT

FBA Pharmaceuticals announce the introduction of a new
anticonvulsant, Ospolot, and supply the following information:

Descriprion. 0 polot is a new drug developed in the labora­
tories of Farbenfabriken Bayer AG, Leverkusen. It belongs to
'a chemical group, -aryl-sultam compounds, only recently
synthesized and not used before for anticonvulsant treatment.
The formula is: N-(4-sulphamylphenyl)-butanesultam. Ospolot
has undergone intensive pharmacological tests and clinical
trials for more than 3 years. It has a speotrum of aotion dif­
f~rent from that of any other known anticonvulsant drug.

Indicarions. o"lJOlot is specially indicated for: Temporal
lobe epilepsy, (psychomotor seizures, automatic, rhinencephalic,
partial epilepsies, etc.). It is further indicated for: Jacksonian
seizures, grand mal attacks, and in combined treatment with
other anticonvulsant drugs in all manifestations of epilepsy.

Ospolot is well tolerated, non-hypnotic and non-depressant. I,
favourably influences the behaviour pattern of epileptic
patien~. -

Conrraindications. Ospolot has no known contraindication­
after clinical use over more than 3 years. Slight tingling ir
their extremities has been reported by some patients at tbt
beginning of treatment, but it usually disappears of its OWl

accord in the course of treatment.
Dosage and AdministraJion. As a general rule tbe daily dos,

is from 0·2 to 0·6 G. Patients already adjusted on an anticon·
vulsant drug sbould be changed only gradually to exclusive 0
combined treatment with Ospolol.

Presentarion. Ospolot is available in grooved table~ of 0·2 G
It is packed in bottles of 50 and 250 tablets.

For further details, please contact FBA Pharmaceutical
(S.A.) (Pty.) Ltd., P.O. Box 10233, Johannesburg.

BOOK REVIEW : BOEKBESPREKING

YEAR BOOK OF GENERAL SURGERY

, I

The Year Book of General Surgery (1960 -1961 Year Book
Series). Ed. by Michael E. de Bakey, B.S., M.D., M.S.
Pp. 616. lllustrated. $8.00. Chicago: Year Book Publishers.
1960.

The remarkable change in emphasis in the 1961 Year Book
of General Surgery as compared with, for example, a
similar volume of 20 years ago, is most striking. This
mirrors the altered techniques and newer interests. Our old
friend and standby, the appendix, has at long last dropped
out entirely from the list of subjec~ discussed and, while the
biliary tract still manages to retain 26 pages for its considera­
tion, the section on surgery of the heart and great blood-

CORRESPONDENCE

MOTOR CAR AND ACCIDENT AND SICKNESS COVER

To the EdiTOr: I would urge my colleagues to watch carefully
their insurance cover on their motor car and accident and
sickness policies and, if necessary, to get expert legal advice.

For 40 years I have been paying premiums on motor cars
at their cost price - instead of lower premiums on the
depreciated value of the cars. My insurance broker did not
inform me of the correct procedure.

After paying enhanced premiums over these years I recently
claimed for the loss of my medical bag and instrumen~

valued at R2oo, only to find that my policy did not cover the
loss of these instrumen~, and, although I had taken out for
many years a policy to cover instrurnen~ in my surgery, I
was told that I was not covered under this policy since my car
was stolen from the medical buildings at which I consult.
Strangely enough, under this latter policy my partner was paid
out for instrurnen~ stolen from his car because his car was
stationed at his residence and therefore presumably under
lock and key.

Have you ever heard anything more preposterous and
imbecilic?

Sickness and accident policies have also caused a good deal
of heartache among the medical profession in view of certain
clauses inserted which are never read and certainly never
explained by the insurance brokers.

It is high time that the Medical Association publicized
these facts .through the Journal and i~ correspondence
columns, and protected its members on such an important and
universal issue.

Medico
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vessels occupies no fewer than 140 pages - ,by far the longes
section. Interest in the oesophagus (9 pages) seems to have
fallen off a bit, but the stomach and duodenum (50 pages
are still fertile fields for research and writing.

While it is never meant to be a text-book of surgery, thr
book fills a vital need· for "the general surgeon and surgica'
teacher who have to keep abreast of current events in their
discipline. Outstanding perhaps is the rise in interest ir:
treating cancer by local arterial perfusion with cytotoxic drugs
There is also a revival of interest in the immunolQgical 'as­
pec~ of cancer, and reporn are made of attempts to develop
vaccines.

A worthy number of a very worthy series. T.S.

BRIEWERUBRIEK

DIABETES, THIOL SUBSTANCES AND DIABETOGENS

To the Editor: Dr. McKeohnie' has performed a very useful
sel'Vice in reviewing ~he role of diabetogens in diabetes
mellitus. Of particular interest to us was the clinical and
experimental evidence suggesting that a deficiency of the
thiol compound, reduced glutathione, may predispose towards
the development of diabetes. This has led us to investigate the
incidence of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD)
deficiency in Bantu diabetics.

This enzyme deficiency is genetically determined, and
affected cells tend to be low in reduced glutathione.' The
deficiency has bee~ found in a number of racial and ethnic
gwups with a widely varying frequency; the inoidence in
South African Bantu males is about 3'10.3 The deficiency in
the Bantu has thus far been demonstrated in erythrocytes
only, but it is probable that cells throughout the body are 10\\
in the enzyme. In other affected subjects, both Caucasian and
Negroid, there is good evidence that the enzyme deficienc~

is generalized"
The red cells of 97 Bantu diabetics (52 males and 45 females)

were examined for G6PD aotivity by the method of Motulsky
and Campbel1.5 Only 2 patien~, both males, were found to be
deficient in the enzyme. We conclude that the great majority.
if not all, cases of diabetes mellitus in the Bantu are un­
related to G6PD deficiency.

R. W. Chadton
H. C. Seftel

Department of Medicine
Baragwanath Hospital and
University of the Witwatersrand
Johannesburg
5 January 1962
l. McKechnie, J. K. (1961): S. Afr. Med. J., 35, 1039.
2. Beutter, L (1957): J. Lab. Clm. Med .. 49. 84.
3. Charlton, R. W. and Bothwell, T. H. (1961): Brit. Med. J., 1, 941.
4. Carson. P. E. (1960): Fed. Proc .. 19. 995.
5. Motulsky, A. G. and Campbell. J. M. (1961): Personal communication.


