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NEW PREPARATIONS AND APPLIANCES: NUWE PREPARATE EN TOESTELLE
CICATRI

Calrnic, of England, announce the release from their research
I,lboratories of a product which introduces a new concept in the
,reatment of infected wounds. Cicatrin consists of 2 topical
.mtibiotics combined with 3 amino acids. The antibiotics are
Jesigned to control infection and the amino acids to stimulate
.,ound healing.

The antibiotics contained in Cicatrin are bacitracin and neomycin,
both of which are rarely used systemically. There is therefore little
isk of inducing resistance or of producing sensitivity and yet

Cicatrin is active against all common wound-pathogens, including
:>enicillin-resistant strains. The 3 amino acids have been added
~ use it has been found that they nourish and stimulate the
1J[0liferation of tissue cells, especially in cases of chronic infection
.,here circulatory disorders have interfered with the normal supply
vf substances needed for the regeneration of tissue.

Cicatrin is supplied in 2 forms--as a cream and as a powder.
The base of Cicatrin Cream is formulated to produce a water-in-oil
~mulsion when brought into contact with blood, pus or tissue
.:xudates. The mild detergent action of the cream assists in wound
cleaning, and its activity is maintained even when used in con
iunction with closed-dressing technique. The active materials in
Cicatrin Powder are incorporated in an absorbable starch derivative.
Extremely small particle size ensures thorough dispersion over skin

and tissue surfaces and the powder is useful for all conditions in
which it is desirable to keep the skin dry.

Cicatrin is indicated for the treatment of both acute and chronic
\ ounds. It is particularly suggested for varicose ulcers, bums,
superficial abscesses, otitis externa, cutaneous bacterial infections,
fistula in ano, etc. Cicatrin is not recommended for the treatment
of fungal infections. Both Cicatrin Cream and Cicatrin Powder
are supplied in 15 g. jars and stocks are a ailable throughout
South Africa. Further information may be obtained from the sole
South African distributors, Messrs. Westdene Products (Pty.) Ltd.,
P.O. Box 7710, Johannesburg.

VERACTIL
Maybaker (S.A.) (Ply.) Ltd. announce the introduction of Yeractil
brand methotrimeprazine, and supply the following information:

Yeractil shows the characteristic central properties of chlorpro
mazine, with additional anti-adrenaline activity and antihistamine
properties comparable to those of promethazine.

The preparation is indicated in the management of psychotic
illnesses and for the relief of severe pain and accompanying anxiety
and as an alternative to chlQrpromazine where response to the
latter drug is incomplete.

Yeractil is supplied in the form of varnished tablets of 5 mg.,
25 mg. and 100 mg. of the acid maleate for oral administration.

BOOK REVIEWS : BOEKBESPREKINGS

PSYCHOANALYSIS
Science ani Psychoanalysis. Vol. 2. Individual and Familial
Dynamics. Edited by J. H. Masserman, M.D. Pp. vi + 218.
$6.75. New York and London: Grune & Stratton, Inc. 1959.

This volume, the second of the series, again takes the form of
.l symposium based on the proceedings of the Academy of Psycho
analysis. The first meetings of this group, by exploring biological,
philosophical and other roots of psychoanalysis, paved the way
ior broader reorientations, and in these papers two big questions
Jre examined in more detail.

The first section, on masochism, opens with a frank presentation
of clinical material and theoretical formulations by Dr. L. Salzman.
Subsequent papers, using this as a reference, deal with particular
.ISpects of the subject, with an emphasis on clinical considerations.
fhe panel discussion illustrates the many diversities of opinion.

The second section deals with familial and social dynamics
and perforce ranges over a wide field. Attempts to use the family
as a group therapeutic unit are an example of some of the experi
mental work being undertaken.

This is a book which is primarily of concern to the psycho
therapist, for whom there is much of considerable interest and
value. W.A.S.

STRESS DISORDER
The Nail/re of Stress Disorder. Conference of The Society for
Psychosomatic Research held at the Royal College of Physicians,
May 1958. Pp. 298. lIIustrations. 25s. net. London: Hutchinson
Medical Publications. 1959.

This book contains, in bound form, the 15 papers read and dis
cussed at the conference of the Society for Psychosomatic Research.
The title is somewhat optimistic. Having read the book one is
left feeling how great in fact is the need for research on the subject.
While the papers and discussions are quite interesting, the problem
of why some people break down in the face of the stresses en
countered during daily life remains unsolved. Some of the papers
showed an experimental approach, while others were based on
clinical observations. The participants included psychiatrists,
physicians and general practitioners, emphasizing the frequency
of these disorders and how every doctor, whatever his sphere, has
to cope with them and can contribute towards their elucidation.
Hypertension, pruritus and peptic ulcer were but a few of the
disorders discussed. The book makes interesting reading, but
adds little to our knowledge of this important problem. I.G.

CORRF.SPoNDENCE : BIUEWERUBIUEK

CARCINOGENIC RISKS OF IRON-DEXTRAN COMPLEX

To the Editor: In a recent Leading Article in the British Medical
Journal' the carcinogenic risks of iron-dextran complex are dis
cussed. These comments have received world-wide publicity, and
their unfortunate appearance in the lay press has caused a panic
amongst members of the public who have received injections of
iron-dextran. The public have no acess to, and are in no position
to assess, the experimental findings and scientific data on which
the writer of the article concludes that, because of the carcinogenic
effects of iron-dextran complex, it should be \vithdrawn from use
in man. In all questions of carcinogenic hazard from extrinsic
sources it is essential to examine and analyse critically the available
facts. It is the responsibility of the medical profession, where
possiole, to protect the public against such hazards. This applies
even more so to substances administered by the profession.

The editorial comments were based on the reported production
of sarcomata in rats and miCe at the site of intramuscular injection
of iron-dextran complex. '·6 umerous other workers, who have
investigated the long-term effects of iron-overload, have not
recorded any malignant changes in iron-injected tissues. 7-15 The

crucial practical problem arising from these animal experiments is
to what extent the conclusions, especially in rats and mice, can
fairly be applied to man. It is noteworthy that, although iron
dextran complex has been widely used for several years, no case of
sarcoma following its use has been recorded in man.

In the applicability of these animal experiments to man, it is
necessary to consider many factors. The dose of iron-dextran
complex is one of the most important. Richmond" administered
0·4 ml. Imferon weekly for 11 - 16 months into the right upper
thigh of adult male rats (a total dose varying from 17·6 to 25· 6 ml.,
i.e. 880·0 to 1,280'0 mg. of iron) and a total of9' 5 ml. (475'0 mg.
of iron) in divided doses given twice weekly over a period of 3
months into weanling rats. This dosage is massive-some 200 - 300
times the therapeutic dose in man. In the lower doses used by
Richmond" (475 mg. of iron injected into one site), the incidence
of tumours dropped sharply to become comparable with, or even
lower than, publi hed figures for tumours obtained in a imilar
manner by repeated injections in rats and mice of glucose, fructose,
arachis oil, ,8-pro-pioJactone, and many other innocuous
materials."- 20

More recenUy, Haddow and Homing" injected mas ive doses of


