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plains the lower 'lIiverage age of notification of the Bantu male
and the great difference in the perceIltage over 30 years com­
pared with tbe female, who is not X-rayed in ,this way.

There is evidence ,that 'the av·erage age at notification is
moving slowly upwards ,in (the European male and downwards
in 1!he Bantu female, while the European female and Bantu
male remain much the same. 0 explanation is offered for
this apparently anomalous trend.

The percentage of European males and females and Bantu
males over 65 years appears to be increasing, but by no means
as dramatically as has been descr.ibed in Bulawayo. The
figure for Bantu females is falling so muoh, however, iliat
in the last 3 groups reviewed there was only one Bantu female
aged 65 years out of 450 notifications.

SUMMARY

I. The average age at time of notification of European
patients with pulmonary tuberculo is in Bulawayo ha in­
crea ed from 42 years to 59 years over a hort period.

2. The average ages at time of notification in Johanne burg
are reviewed and bow that ,the Eiuropean male age ha ri en
from 39 years in 1944 to 42 yea in 1961; the European
female age ha remaiilled at 29 year; the Bantu male age has
remained at 33 year; and nhe Bantu female age ha fallen
from 23 years to 16 years.

I thank Dr. J. W. $cott Millar. Medical Officer of Health of Johanne ­
burg, for permission to publish.
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NATIONAL CANCER ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA: PRESIDE T'S ADDRESS *
LEWIS S. ROBERTSO , M.B., CH.B., D.P.H.

It is my privilege to report on a year during which the
National Cancer Association of South Africa has achieved
much more than in any previous 12-month period. Over the
past few years the Association has rendered many practical
services and has been in such close touch with the public
that it has become part of th~ South African way of life. It
is not necessary for me to elaborate on the already well-known
objects of the Association, viz. cancer research, dissemination
of information to the medical and allied professions, education
of the public, and assistance rendered to cancer patients.

Cancer must be regarded as a public health problem and
therefore a threat to the national welfare; it is a community
problem wherever it strikes. It is a truly catastrophic disease
from the standpoint of its shattering impact upon the health of
the victim, the morale of the patient and his family, and the
financial resources of those in average circumstances.

Although cancer has not yet yielded its final secret to the
scientist, research has produced much information that is
useful in dealing with the disease, particularly in certain of
its forms. Such information is placed at the disposal of the
medical profession without delay.

Public education activities are designed to alert the public
to the threat of cancer and motivate individuals to seek
medical advice upon the appearance of signs or symptoms
which should be investigated.

The control of cancer depends for its success on an alert
and well-educated professional group, a cooperative and
informed public, and the availability -of adequate diagnostic
and therapeutic services.

The Association has appointed three representatives to attend
the Eighth International Cancer Congress due to be held in
Moscow on 22 - 28 July 1962. This distinguished assembly of
physicians and scientists from many nations of the world will

. be devoted to the conquest of cancer as one of the most
formidable disease problems of our time.

It is appropriate to review in brief the progress made by the
National Cancer Association during 1961, reflected more fulJy
in the Annual Report.

Firstly, it is evident from the Report that public opinion in
South Africa has been successfully educated to undergo a
complete c.hange of heart in its approach to the cancer pro­
blem. Ignorance and fear have made way for knowledge
coupled· with a sober and healthy approach to the problem.
Where cancer formerly was a word to be whispered with awe,
it has become a topic freely discussed. No longer do unfor­
tunate cancer sufferers have to bear the added burden of the
wholly unjustified stigma that this is a disease of which they
should be ashamed. Cancer has become 'ordinary'; in other
words, the psychological approach to it has become reason­
able.
Professional Activities

So far as the professional activities of the Association are
concerned, the tumour reference panel has continued to ren­
der a fine service in examining and diagnosing difficult or
doubtful tumours; lectures and symposia, organized in such a

• Address delivered at the Annual General Meeting of the ational
Cancer Association of South Africa on 25 June t962.

manner that many facets of the diagnosi and treatment of
cancer have been brought to general practitioner by highly
qualified specialists, have increased in popularity; and the
Sollth African Cancer Bulletin, professional films and the
medical library service have continued to be welcomed by the
medical profession and medical students. The Cancer Prize
of the National Cancer Association has contributed towards
interesting medical students in the problem of cancer. even
travel grants, awarded to doctors to obtain further knowledge
and experience overseas, have assisted towards enhancing the
already high level of professional medical services available
in the Republic.

Public Education
Progress in the field of public education ha been mo t

gratifying. Direct and personal con·tact by means of lectures
and film shows was established with 74,799 South African ­
a contact further expanded by the attendance of 366,115
additional citizens, at various showgrounds and eXhibition,
who personally visited the Association's exhibits. In addition
there was the less personal contact in the form of letters and
pamphlets distributed by post, as well as numerous newspaper
and magazine articles and radio talks. Little wonder, therefore,
that South Africans are becoming one of the mo t enlightened
and knowledgeable peoples of the world in their approach to
this very great problem.
Cance; Quackery

Each year reference is made to the problem of cancer
quackery. So far as the establishment of ound public know­
ledge of this matter is concerned, it is probably true to say
that the Association has made phenomenal advances in this
field. Why then does this problem still remain serious?

I believe the explanation lies in psychological factors rather
than in lack of knowledge. An aspect that must be faced
is th.at many relatives feel they must do everything possible­
even to the extent of consulting quacks - to save the life of
a dear one. But it is a tragedy that such a noble trait is
unfortunately exploited by the cancer quack.

The Cancer Association feels the time has arrived for public
opinion to rouse the authorities out of their complacency and
apathy. Public opinion to-day is very different from public
opinion ten years ago. I throw out this challenge to the mas
publicity media of press and radio in South Africa: harness
the vast opinion-forming resources at your disposal in an
effort to bring to the notice of the authorities that the majority
of the public no longer wish the cancer quack to be protected.

The Cancer Association will be prepared to brief any mem­
ber of Parliament who would be prepared to take up this
matter in Parliament, to obtain as far as po ible available
medical, scientific and psychological material inside and out­
side of the Cancer Association, and to prepare a factual
memorandum on the problem of cancer quackery. It will be
prepared to draft an anti-quack Bill which, if it were to
become law, would place this country in a position of world
leadership in this field. Such a project, however, would be
costly and time-con uming, and the A ociation would he
hesitant to embark upon it unle it had a rea onable a urance
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that Parliament would adopt such a Bill. This matter is dealt
with fully on pages 17 and 18 of the Annual Report.

Assistance to Patients
o far as a istance to cancer patients is concerned, your

attention is invited to the fact that during 1961 the Association
almo t trebled the amount spent on direct and indirect grants
to cancer patient .

Finances
The year 1961 closed with a net deficit of R48,376, which

had to be met from re erve funds, as against a deficit of
R38,092 for 1960. It should be borne in mind that no special
appeal for funds was launched during 1961, but there has
been a great improvement with regard to spontaneous dona­
tion received from the public. The ideal would be for the
Association eventually to balance income and expenditure
without having to launch special and costly fund-raising
appeal . This would mean that all efforts and energies would

continue to be concentrated on carrying out the Association's
practical programmes. It is an encouraging sign that more and
more firms and individuals are making unsolicited donations.
It would be the greatest compliment the public of South Africa
could pay the National Cancer Association if it were to
increase this spontaneous support to enable the Association
to balance its budget. If this ideal is not achieved, the
Association will be compelled to launch a national appeal in
the near future.

Thanks
In conclusion, I wish to express my personal and sincere

appreciation to my colleagues on the Council of Management
and those serving on its committees for their support and
cooperation during the past year and to record the Associa­
tion's thanks to the Secretary and staff for their loyal and
efficient service in spite of the ever-increasing burden placed
upon their shoulders with the great expansion of the Associa­
tion's activities.

t

EKSPERIMENTELE BIOLOGIEGROEP (EBG)
Die vyfde wetenskaplike vergadering van die groep word gehou
op Vrydag. 3 Augustus om 5.30 nm. in die Fisiologie Departe­
ment, Mediese Skool, Observatory (Tel. 55-4456).

Die volgende voordragte sal gelewer word:
I. ,The effect of light on the oxidation of reduced nicotin­

amide-adenine dinucleotide (NADPH2) in animal tissues'­
H. Zwarenstein and V. E. van der Schyff, Department of
Physiology, University of Cape Town.

2. ,On the cholesterol-solubilizing power of human serum
lipids' - J. A. Wilkens and H. Krut, Departments of Physiolo­
gy and Medicine, University of Cape Town.

3. ,Die invloed van koolstof en stikstof-toedienings op die
saprofitiese gedrag van Rhizoctonia-solani in die grond'­
J. W. de Kock. Afdeling Plantsiektekunde, Landbou Departe­
ment, Universiteit van Stellenbosch.

4. Serological characteristics of Clover Rhizobia from the

George District, Cape Province' - M. A. Loos, Department
of Microbiology, Stellenbosch-'Elsenburg College of Agriculture,
Stellenbosch.

5. ,Flavone-c-glycosides: the interrelationship of orientin and
homo-orientin' - B. H. Koeppen, Department {)f Food Science,
University of Stellenbosch.

6. ,The ultrastructure of rat liver' - J. A. H. Campbell and
L. G. Fowle, Departments of Pathology and Physics, University
of Cape Town.

7. ,Fractionation of protein mixtures with polyethylene
glycol WEG)' - A. PoIson and G. <M. Potgieter, Virus
Research Unit and Department of Chemical Pathology, Uni­
versity of Cape Town.

8. ,The isolation of deoxyribonuclease I from bovine pan­
creas' - J. F. Largier, Seravac Laboratories, Hawkins Avenue,
Epping Industria, Cape Town.

IN DIE VERBYGAAN : PASSING EVENTS
Mr. I. Penn, surgeon, previously of Johannesburg, is now
attached to the Department of Surgery of the Cleveland
Metropolitan General Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.

Die Suid-Afrikaanse Pediatriese Vereniging (MY.SA.), Kaap­
stadse Sub-Groep. Die volgende vergadering van hierdie Sub­
Groep word gehou op Dinsdag 7 Augustus om 8.15 nm. in
die Groot VoorlesingsaaI, Kliniese Gebou, Karl Bremer-hospi­
taal, Bellville. Die vergadering sal die vorrn van 'n simposium
oor ,Fungus en virussiektes in kinders' aanneem. As sprekers sal
optree prof. H. Brede oor ,Fungussiektes', en dr. W. B. Becker
oor ,Viral diseases'. Alle geneeshere is welkom om die ver­
gadering by te woon.

Pro/. J. F. Murray, Deputy Director of ,the South African
Institute for Medical Research, left for Europe on 6 July,
where he will attend the first meeting of the International
Council of Societies of Pathology and the IVth Congress of
the International Academy of Pathology at Zurich. Professor
Murray will represent the South African Society of Patholo­
gists at the Council meeting. He will also attend the 8th Inter­
national Cancer Conference in Moscow, at which he will be
one of the representatives of the National Cancer Association
of South Africa.

Professor William G. Slate, formerly of Cape Town, has been
appointed Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the
Loma Linda University, Los Angeles, California, USA. Pro­
fessor Slate will continue to hold his position as Head Physician
in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Los Angeles
County Hospital, Los Angeles, California.

Drs. P. S. Terespolsky and A. V. Bird, neurologists, of Johan­
nesburg, have dissolved their partnership. Dr. Terespolsky will
continue to practice on his own at 806 Tafelberg, Esselen
Street, Hillbrow, Johannesburg. The telephone number (rooms
44-4444) remains unchanged.

Klinies-patologiese Konferensie, Karl Bremer-hospitaal. Die
volgende Klinies-patologiese Konferensie sal gehou word op
Dlllsdagmiddag 31 Julie om 4.30 nm. in Lesingkamer 2,
Farmakologiegebou. KarI Bremer-hospitaal, Bellville. AlIe
geneeshere wat belang stel. word vriendelik uitgenooi om die
vergadering by te woon. Kliniese besprekings word elke Sater­
da~oggend om 9 vm. gehou in die Groot Voorlesingsaal,
Kliniese Gebou, Karl Bremer-hospitaal, en is oop vir bywoning
deur alle geneeshere.

The SOl/th African Institute for Medical Research. Johannes­
burg, Staff Scielllific Meeting. The next meeting will Dc held
on Monday 30 July at 5.10 p.m. in the Institute Lecture
Theatre. Dr. H. Festenstein will speak on 'Some recent aspects
of transplantation immunology'.

*
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*
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Dr. G. H. R. Ho[tzlwusen. verloskundige en ginekoloog, van
Pretoria, het begin praktiseer te Transvaliagebou 422, Sentraal­
straat, Pretoria. Telefone: Kamers 2-2577, woning 70-4157.

Dr. G. H. R. Holtzhausen, obstetrician and gynaecologist,
of Pretoria, has commenced practice at 422 Transvalia Build­
ings, Central Street, Pretoria. Telephones: Rooms 2-2577,
residence 70-4157.

College of General Practitioners, Cape of Good Hope Faculty.
An Upjohn Travelling Lecture Course will be held at Stellen­
bosch on Saturday 28 July (Dept. of Physiology, 3 - 6.30 p.m.)
All general practitioners are welcome to attend. Funher
particulars may be obtained from the Secretary, Cape of Good
Hope Faculty, College of General Practitioners, p.a. Box 643,
Cape Town (Telephone 3-2022 mornings only) or from Dr.
Meiring, Plein Street, Stellenbosch.


