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Another aspect of the activities of the World Federation of
Neurology is a cerebrovascular disease study, which was
commenced in 1960. The study group is extremely active and
has already summarized its activities, as well as issuing a
coding guide, representing chiefly the methods for evaluating
atherosclerotic lesions, but the group is in the process of test
ing several different methods before selecting any particular
one as the official method.

In addition, the World Federation of Neurology has set up

a National Multiple Sclerosis Society, and recently a P.anel on
Mental Retardation was appointed, which is due to report
its findings by the end of 1962. Items of interest and impor
tance are discussed in the official journal of the organization,
Hforld lVeurology.

Further information about this organization, as well as copies
of the summaries mentioned above, are obtainable from Dr.
R. W. S. Cheetham, 802 Provident Assurance House, Smith
Street, Durban.

NUWE PREPARATE EN TOESTELLE NEW PREPARATIONS AND APPLIANCES

HUMACORT

Parke, Davis Laboratories have introduced Humacort Ointment,
a new dermatologic preparation for topical therapy against
pyogenic, inflammatory and pruritic dermatoses, and supply
the following information:

Description. Humacort Ointment contains 1% Chloromycetin
(chloramphenicol, Parke-Davis), 0·5% Humatin (paromomycin
Parke-Davis), and 1% hydrocortisone acetate,:in a special base of
liquid petrolaotum and polyethylene designed to give maximum
spreadability and a high degree of contact between the medica
ment and affected skin areas.

Humacort Ointment .provides the broad-spectrum coverage
of chloromycetin, enhanced by the -direct bactericidal action
of humatin, together with the anti-inflammatory and anti
pruritic actions of hydrocortisone acetate.

Indications. Topical .therapy of pyogenic, inflammatory and
pruritic dermatoses. The antibacterial spectrum of Humacort
Ointment covers gram-posi~j.ve and gram-negative organisms.
While anyone of numerous organisms may be im.plicated, .the
staphylococcus is the most prevalent pathogen in skill infections

BOEKBESPREKINGS

~ROSY

Bone Changes in Leprosy. By V. M<f>ller-Christensen, M.D.
Pp. 51. 9 text fEgs. & 16 plates. R3.50. Bristol: John Wright
& Sons. 1961.

This book is the result of the exhumation of 350 skeletons of
patients who had died of leprosy in mediaeval times in
DeOOlank.. These skeletons revealoo hitherto unrecorded signs
such as atrophy of the anterior nasal spine and loosening of
the upper central incisors. The author has confirmed that
tJhese signs are discoverable in living patients. It is suggested
that these sLgns may aid the early diagnosis of leprosy.

It is of interest that the skull of Robert tJhe Bruce, KIDg of
Scotland (1274 - 1329) shows tJhese changes, thus perhaps con
firming what was thought to be the myth that he died of
leprosy.

The book is profusely illustrated w:ith the early and late
bony ohanges in leprosy.

The book is of more academic than practical value.
A.R.D.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNAEOOLOGY

Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology, Vol. 4, No. 4. Bd. by
A. E. Rakoff, M.D. and K. P. Russell, M.D. PiP. 917-1216.
lllustrated. SlIIbscription . 18.00 per annum (quarterly publi
cation). few York: Paul B. Hoeber, Inc. 1961.

l1his volU!JTIe contains a hive of highly interesting and valuable
information. l1he ection on shook and shock-like states is
presented in a masterly fashion. 110 those who practice
obstetrics, this symposium should be regarded as an essential
addition to the book helf. It is interesting to note that in the
ohapter on postpartum vasomotor collapse, the dangers of
overtreatment of toxaemias are emphasized, especially an
excessively low salt intake. It was pleasing to note that a
chapter was devoted to shook in the newborn infant.

T:he section on exfol.iatvve cytology is most comprehensively
presented, and will be of interest to the postgraduate student
and those practitioners especially interested in cytology.

P.F.M. du T.

followed in order of frequency by streptococoi and a number
of gram-negative organisms.

The double antibiotic action of Humacort Ointment is con
sequently well suited to cope not only with sensitive strains
of the highly prevalent staphylococcus but also with many other
organisms frequently found ·in skin infections.

The inclusion of hydrocortisone acetate in Humacort Oint
ment makes tills preparation extremely useful in the treatment
of dermatoses where pruritus is a major symptom.

Contraindications. Humacort Ointment is not recommended
in the treatment of extensive burns or denuded areas because
of uncontrolled absorption of hydrocortisone. Furthermore, in
the .pyogenic dermatoses, observation by the physician at
regular intepyals ,is advisable to guard against tile possibility
of a progressive infection masked by the anti-inflammatory
action of corticoid therapy. However, the antibiotic content of
Humacort Ointment minimizes this possibility as well as .that
of ,the outgrowth of resistant strains ·of bacteria.

Further ,information is obtainable from Parke Davis Labora
tories (Pty.) Ltd., P.O. iBox 24, Isando, Tv!.

BOOK REVmWS

TROPICAL MEDICINE

Clinical Methods in Tropical Medicine. By B. Maegraith
and C. S. Leithead. Pp. xi + 545. Illustrated. R3.00.
London: Cassell & Co. 1962.

In their preface the authors state that this book is designed
to help students and practitioners in the tropics and those
who might have to treat patients from tropical countries.
Although several minor points can be adversely criticized, such
as their handling of serum-protein patterns, and the electro
cardiograms they reproduce, in the main they have succeeded
admirably in their aim. The book contains much useful infor
mation about symptoms and signs and their significance, and
there are well-written sections on laboratory aids to diagnosis.

E.B.A.

LOCAL ANAESTHESIA

Histopathologic effects of Local Anesthetic Drugs and related
substances. By P. P.izzolato, M.D. and W. MaIlIiheim.er,
M.D. Rp. vii + 100. Illustrated. R4.40. Spni,ngfield, lliinois:
Charles C. Thomas; and Oxford: Blackwell. 1%1.

l1ms book contains a full documentation of experimental wor.k
carried out by numerous workers to deter·mine the extent of
possible local irritant and destructive effects of drugs used in
the production of local analgesia by nerve blook or infiltration.

The well-known degenerative effects of the ultra-long-acting
local anaesthetic agents are explained and their dangers re
emphasized.

Pertinent facts from the experimentation of some 100
workers, mainly on animals, cover the early and late histo
pathological changes in skin, subcutaneous tissue and nerve
tissue resulting from commonly injected materials.

There is little cri·tical appraisal of results and the reader
is left to draw his own conclusions from the somewhat
scattered data.

Indexing and bibliography are both good and serve to make
this a very useful reference book. A.B.B.


