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PHARMACEUTICAL NEWS

A NEW SQUIBB FILM

A new medical film, 'Development of the heart', has been
added to the Squibb Library of Medical Films. In colour
and with sound, this 16 mm. film's running time is 35 minutes.

Surgical treatment of intracardiac anomalies is today
receiving widespread attention, because new machines and
improvements in technique are continuing to enlarge the
scope of conditions which may be corrected. An understanding
of the developmental processes is therefore becoming in­
creasingly important both for the cardiologist - who first
sees the patient - and for the surgeon, who must determine
the feasibility and effectiveness of surgical intervention.

This film on normal embryology is basic to an under­
standing of abnormal development; the latter is treated in
another film, 'Anomalies of the heart', which discusses and
illustrates those pathologic conditions most frequently en­
countered. Both projects are sections in .the Congenital Heart
Disease Series sponsored and approved by the American
College of Surgeons.

The normal development of the heart is shown in animation
from various aspects. Development of the heart as a whole
is shown from both front and back, and in relation to the
great vessels; the endocardial tube is treated separately.
Detailed growth of septa and valves is shown in three-dimen­
sional animation of sections through the heart. Size and
positional relationships with the whole embryo are indicated
frequently. The illustrations cover a period of growth from
the third to the eleventh week, after which time the changes
that occur are primarily those of size. The final development,
closure of the foramen ovale, takes place as -the heart is
shown at term.

BOOK REVIEW

NEUROPSYClllATRY

The Year Book of Neurology, Psychiatry and Neurosur­
gery. (1961 - 1962 Year Book Series). Ed. by R. P. Mackay,
M.D., S. B. Worns, M.D. and O. Sugar, M.D. Pp. 601.
Illustrated. $9.00. Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers.
1962.

This familiar grey-covered Year Book is as welcome now as

FARMASEUTIESE NUUS

Squibb films are available free of charge for group or'
private showing as a ervice to the medical profes ion, from
Squibb Laboratories (Pty.) Ltd., P.O. Box 48, !sando, Tran ­
vaal. Telephone: 975-4614.

ORBE 'IN (CLO ACILLIN) BRL

On 3 September 1960, the first papers appeared describing
the pharmacology, microbiology and preliminary clinical
evaluation of a momentous antibiotic development - methicil­
lin (Celbenin), the unique antibiotic active against the resi ­
tant staphylococci. By its discovery and introduction, Beecham
Research Laboratories placed at the disposal of clinicians
throughout the world the mean of attacking and destroying
the organism to which patients, especially in ho pital, were
succumbing in increasing numbers in spite of the numerou
antibiotics already available.

Beecham Research Laboratories have now announced the
development of a new penicillin, Orbenin (Cloxacillin) BRL,
which possesses the outstanding antistaphylococcal properties
of Celbenin but, in addition, is 4 to 8 times more active than
Celbenin against both sensitive and re istant staphylococci
and, being acid-stable, may be administered by mouth as well
as by injection. The investigators who tudied the new
penicillin in 90 patients wjth active infections due to resistant
staphylococci, felt confident that Orbenin marks a further ad­
vance in penicillin therapy.

Petersen Limited, the Beecham Research Laboratories
agents in South Africa, announce that adequate upplies of
the new antibiotic are available through the normal wholesale
channels.

every year, since it covers some of the most significant articles
appearing in the international literature for 1961 - 1962. Thi
is an almost essential service these days, for most of us
cannot pos ibly find the time or the journals to do the same.
This Year Book is mo t useful in giving both an overall view
and detailed information on neurology, psychiatry and neuro-
surgery, as did its predecessors. L.S.G.

CORRESPONDENCE : BRIEWERUBRIEK

PARAPLEGIA

To the Editor: Dr. Retief is to be higWy complimented on
an excellent and comprehensive review! of the present-day
viewpoint of the problem of paraplegia. There are many
aspects which he mentions which should make the modern
doctor, social worker, and government official think hard
over this ever-increasing national and international problem.

Accident Services
Many of the existing viewpoints of orthopaedic surgery are

hide-bound by tradition. Some of us are coming to appreciate
that the traditional type of casualty services are outdated and
outmoded. Trauma is assuming ever-increasing importance,
while at the same 'time many of the diseases that required
surgical intervention in the past are falling away.

The time has come for us to take stock of the accident
problem as a whole and re-align ourselves on up-to-date
traumatic-unit methods.

Certainly among the most important of the problems in­
volved are those of the paraplegic. We see a second example
of our being hide-bound by tradition in relation to certain
types of paraplegic pa,tients. I refer essentially to the para­
plegia resultant upon a fracture dislocation or unstable spine
at any level in the spinal column. Much of the confusing
difference of specialist opinion in this matter arises, in my
opinion, from the fact that many of our colleagues still
suffer from fears and trepidations concerning the exposure
of the spinal column in such patients.

The Early Reduction and Early InJernal Srabilizatioll by
Grafting and Allied Methods

Not long ago spinal fusion was a dangerous procedure.
The open reduction of a fracture dislocation, particularly
with interlocking of facets, was a prospect which few surgeons
were prepared to tackle with equanimity. It is possible that
some of this fear was bound up \vith the fact that exploration
of the spinal cord and laminectomy proved almo t universally
fruitless. Direct visualization of the spinal cord as soon as
possible after injury, even when done by neurosurgeons who
are expert at looking at neural tissue, invariably gave les
information than could be got from a kilful clinical examina­
tion of the patient without operation.

The early clinical assessment of joint position in space
tests and sparing of deep proprioceptive response cannot be
strongly enough emphasized as an indication favourable to
a degree of recovery; like\vise, the importance of sphincteric
reflexes needs stressing.

As regards decompression by removal of part or whole of the
lamina and posterior structures, most experts have come to
doubt its value.

The Importance of Early Stabilization

Surgical, anaesthetic and blood transfusion techniques have
however altered the whole picture; opinions still differ because
of the old ideas.

Battles in the medical press such as that which took place


