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SUMMARY

A case of incontinentia pigmenti is described. The notable
features are the early development of the pigmentation,
and the absence of any obvious associated abnormalities,
clinical or postmortem; and the probable occurrence of
the condition in the mother, in whom it is associated with
hypodontia.

I am grateful to Dr. J. G. Burger, Superintendent of
Groote Schuur Hospital, for permission to publi h this report,
to Dr. R. Lang, head of the Department of Dermatology,
for helpful criticism, and to Mr. B. Todt for the clinical
photographs.
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METABOLISM OF l3II-ALBUMI
DEPLETIO

DURI G EXPERIME
A D REPLETIO *

TAL PROTEI

R. HOFFENBERG, S. SAUNDERS, E. G. BLACK, and J. F. BROCK

Department of Medicine, University of Cape Town and Croote Schllllr HospiJa/

Studies with 13lI-albumin have been performed in 8 human
subjects on control diets and after periods of low-protein
and high-protein feeding. Methods of albumin fractionation
and iodination have been described elsewhere.l Data have
been analysed by the 'equilibrium time' method3 and by
that described by Matthews.3

Results indicate that a low-protein diet causes more
shrinkage of the extravascular albumin pool than of the
intravascular pool. It is suggested that a fall in the serum
albumin level may not occur until considerable depletion
of the extravascular pool has taken place. In response to
the low-protein diet there is a marked fall in the catabolic

* Abstract of paper presented at Research Forum, University
of Cape Town, 28 March 1963. This paper was also presented
in full at the Tational Conference on Nuclear Energy, Pre
toria, 8 - 11 April 1%3.

rate of albumin. This and the diminution in albumin pool
mass is reversed by high-protein feeding.

Figure derived for albumin synthesis plus net rate of
transfer into the intravascular pool show a fall following
protein depletion, which is of the same order as the fall
in catabolic rate. This explains our finding that the intra
vascular albumin pool does not change significantly after
changes in dietary protein. The fall in synthesis plus trans
fer rate cannot be attributed to fall in transfer rate alone,
and the assumption must be made that a true drop in
albumin synthesis follows dietary protein depletion. This
probably reflects a lowering of supplies of amino acids.
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF FEDERAL COUNCIL HELD IN JOHA NESBURG
o 29-30 MARCH 1963

The following are the minutes of a Special Meeting of the
Federal Council of the Medical Association of South Africa,
held at Medical House, 5 Esselen Street, Johannesburg, on
29 and 30 March 1%3.

Presenl:
Ex Officio: Dr. J. H. Struthers (Immediate Past Chairman).

Mr. J. D. Joubert (Honorary Treasurer).
Border Coaseal Branch: Drs. A. J. Pultick and H. M. Segall.
Border Inland Branch: Dr. R. Schaffer.
Cape Easeern Branch: Dr. J. W. GeWe.
Cape Midland Branch: Dr. A. P. Albert, Mr. F. H.

Counilian and Mr. L. Mirkin.
Cape Western Branch: Mr. R. D. H. Baigrie, Drs. J. Chait,

J. C. Coetzee, Mr. J. A. Currie, Drs. T. J. Dry. F. E.
Hofmeyr, A. Landau, N. Levy, Mr. P. C. W. Madden,
Mr. J. N. de Klerk, Drs. J. H. L. Shapiro, A. W. S.
Sichel and L. Slabbert.

Eastern Transvaal Branch: Mr. D. E. Mackenzie, Drs. J.
Q. Ochse and E. W. Turton.

Griqualand West Branch: Mr. N. Kretzmar.
Nacal Coaslal Branch: Drs. E. W. S. Deale, J. Duncan, N.

R. Pooler, . A. Rossiter, . G. Steere and A. B.
Taylor.

Nawl Inland Branch: Mr. B. A. Armitage, Dr. W. F. Leith.
Northern Transvaal Branch: Drs. L. M. Been. J. T. M. de

Villiers. Prof. O. V. S. Kok, Drs. W. H. Lawrance and
P. . Swanepoel.

Orange Free Seate Branch: Drs. J. Gilliland, R. Theron.
G. F. C. Troskie and J. W. van der Riet.

O.F.S. Goldfields Branch: Dr. F. . Gillwald.
Sowhern Transvaal Branch: Drs. C. Adler. R. C. de Kock,

J. 1. H. Frootko, R. Geerling, E. T. Meyer. H. Penn,
A. Rabinowitz, T. Schneider. M. Shapiro. S. Spiro,
and Mr. M. K. Tucker.

Sowh Wese Africa Branch: Dr. W. H. G. Kuschke.
SOLl1pansberg Branch: Dr. I. S. Steyn.
Transkei Branch: Dr. K. Goldswain.
Vaal Ril'er Branch: Dr. E. S. Adderley.
Western Transvaal Branch: Drs. M. J. Meter and T. Radloff.
In A//endance: Drs. A. H. Tonkin (Secretaf)'), L. M.

Marchand and P. D. Combrink (A sociate Secretaries).

FRIDAY, 29 MARCH

The Chairman, Dr. E, W. Turton, declared the meeting open
at 9.30 a.m. and welcomed member.

1. ocice Convening the Meeting, published in the Journal
of 16 February 1963, was taken as read.


