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Brodie, A.
Messent, M. D.
Bamat, I.
Stemmler, P. G.
Edington, D. A
Pretorius, H. M.
Loening, W. E. K.
Duncan, J.
Sweetapple, A. G.
Goldberg, I.
McIntosh, E. G.
Joubert, M. J.
De Marigny, H.
Lindsay, M. B.
Larsen, V. N.
Sagorin, L.
Schmahmann, O.
Venning, R.
Maytom, P.
Curwen, H.
Were, G.
May, J.
GopsiU, W. L.

The Vice-President's appeal to the atal Coastal Branch
(M.AS.A.) for 1962 realized the amount of R967.50, which
was acknowledged in the Journal of 30 March 1963. The fol
lowing is a list of the members who contributed to this
appeal:

Fakoodeen, S.
Butler, W. E. G.
Kirstein, J. D. L.
Peter, G. C.
Lasbrey, A. H.
Wait, Frank
Wolfson, I.
Frankel, F. P.
Adams, E. B.
Quirke. P. D. G.
Macfadyen, J. A.
Ladell, R. C. H.
Mervis, G.
Kaplan, C. J.
Bear, J. N.
Fine, S. H.
Kramer, B.
Wolpert, L.
Anonymous RlOO
Quinlin, D. K.
Walker, Norman
Goument, L. C.
Franklin, F. A

PUgh, J. Wynne
Alexander, J. S.
Gitlin, M. R.
Bickerton, J. G.
Lee, D. R.
Atlas, Lionel
Wallman, J.
Walker, orman H.
Kane, Gerald J.
Boulle, J. R.
Weinberg, C.
Du Plessi, J. P. G.
Mundy, Raymond
Kaplan, A.
Smith, athan
Schaffer, Max
Friedlander, J.
Armstrong, T G.
Taylor, Alan B.
Bamett, H. Max
Bean, A. H.
Brukin, M.
Asherson, V. L.
Leary, V.
Franklin, F. A.
Stevens, Michael
Bentley, T. Mulock
McClure, W.
Leeming, J.
Beiles, Aubrey

Stem, F.
Feinberg, S. M.
Caney, E. J. R.
Savage, Lionel
Savage, Waiter
Berkowitz, H. S.
Morris, J.
Mo hal, B..
Chapman, D. S.
Perlman. Max
Maller, R.
Goldman, A.
Stacey, B.
Blanckenberg, M.
Mukheiber, W.
Caiger, G. H.
Pauw, J. J.
Byala. Max
Savage, H. B.
Knox, Lance
Brandon-Bravo, A.
Hendrix, R. 1. M.
Addleson. J.
Bhorat, E. I.
Cheetham, R.
Paterson, Marie
Kuiz, H. A.
Asherson, M. B.
Dyer, Trevor
Hollis, G. J.

FORTHCOMING INTERNATIO TAL MEDICAL CONFERE CES

ELEVENTH ITER ATIO TAL CO GRESS OF RADIOLOGY

The XI International Congress of Radiology will be held in
Rome from 22 to 28 September 1%5. The president will be
Prof. Luigi Turano, Director of the Radiological Institute of
the University of Rome.

The scientific programme will cover diagnostic radiology,
therapeutic radiology, nuclear medicine, radiobiology, and
radiological physics; other topical themes will be announced
nearer the time of the Congress. Early in 1964 the preliminary
programme will be sent to those national radiological societies

BOOK REVIEWS

INTRACRANIAL TUMOURS

The Biology and Treatment of Intracranial Tumors. inth
annual scientific meeting of the Houston eurological
Society, Texas Medical Center, Houston, Texas. Ed. by
W. S. Fields, M.D. and P. C. Sharkey, M.D. Pp. xi + 505.
Illustrated. $15.75. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas.
1%2.

The first half of this book, especially Chapters 2 and 6, by
experts in tissue culture and histo-chemistry and by the
pathologists, is closely knit and freshly informative. However,
the second half is mainly mundane clinical and surgical
expression.

The profound, challenging review of 20 years' experience
in radiotherapy of intracranial neoplasm by Bouchard is
different and should be studied (reference I on p. 350 should
read 'vol. 72').

The overall material is adequate for symposia and should
be available in large medical libraries, but hardly merits book
form for individual ownership. K.L.A.

RADIOGRAPHY FOR RADIOGRAPHERS

Care of rhe Parient in Diagnostic Radiography. By D. J

Chesney, Hon. F.S.R., TE. and M. O. Chesney, F.S.R.,

that have taken part in previous Congresses, and to any other
interested persons or bodies.

A technical-industrial and a scientific exhibition will be
held at the time of the Congress, and a social programme will
also be organized.

Further information can be obtained from Prof. Dr.
Arduino Ratti, General Secretary, Xl International Congress
of Radiology, Via Moscova 44/ I, Milan, Italy.

BOEKBESPREKINGS

TE. Pp. x + 22 I. Illustrated. R3.00. Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. 1%2.

The review of this pleasant little book should more correctly
be found in a journal of radiography than in a journal of
medicine. For it is written entirely for radiographers-
particularly radiography students - by two teachers in charge
of radiographic schools.

It is couched in essentially simple language; it is adequately
illustrated and omits nothing from detailed discourses on the
various sterile trays, tubes, syringes and contrast media
required in the various specialized examinations which are
likely to be carried out in an X-ray department.

It is doubtful if this book would be of any appreciable
interest to radiologists, but to radiographers - especially
students - it should prove of great assi tance and should un
doubtedly be read by them. And not only for examination
purposes. W.J.L.

Q ALITY CO TROL OF DRUGS

The Quality Control of Pharmaceutical Preparations. Re
port on a European technical meeting, Warsaw, 29 May
2 June 1%1. Wld Hlth Org. techn.rep.ser., 249. Pp. 35.
35c. Geneva: World Health Organization. 1962. Available
through Van Schaik's Bookstore, Pretoria.
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This is the report of an international group of experts on
the application of principles for the control of the quality
of pharmaceutical preparations. The number of such prepara
tions varies from hundreds to many thousands in different
countries. The manufacturers are in the most favourable
position to control their products, but a government control
laboratory is necessary to inspect the control facilities, proce
dures and personnel.

This report reviews the general situation, discusses the
responsibility of pharmaceutical manufacturers, the necessity
for tests for the safety of new preparations, their examination,
analysis and labelling, and the advantage of international
non-proprietary names. It deals also with the organization of
a national control authority. N.S.

EPILEPTIC PERSONALITY

Personality in Epilepsy. By J. Guerrant, M.D., W. W.
Anderson, M.D., A. Fischer, M.D., M. R Weinstein, M.D.,
R M. Jaros, M.D. and A. Deskin~, Ph.D. Pp. xii + 112.
$6.50. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas. 1962.

The authors of this book have attempted to assess whether
there are any grounds for differentiating an epileptic per
sonality as an entity. They took three groups of patients
one group with 'idiopathic' grand mal, one group with
psychomotor epilepsy and one group who had purely chronic
medical illnesses.

Their findings are well documented but not very striking.
The combined epileptic group showed slightly greater evidence
of organic brain damage than did the medical group, and
those with medical illnesses tended to be more neurotic than
those with epilepsy. The epileptics were more aggressive
and more negativistic than those with chronic medical illnesses,
and had poorer adjustment to their families and employers.

These findings are not very startling, but the work will tend
to correct vague impressions about the supposed gross
degeneracy or complete normality of epileptic patients. It must
always be kept in mind that groups are groups and individuals
may be exceptional in almost any direction. J.M.M.

ELECTROTHERAPY

Clayton's Electrotherapy and Actinotherapy. A textbook
for student physiotherapists. 4th ed. By P. M. Scott,
M.C.S.P.. T.E.T, TM.M.G. Pp. x + 371. Illustrated. R3.00,
postage 20c. London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1962.

The fourth edition of this book follows the general pattern
of its forerunners.

Though the chapters on basic physics have been extensively
revised, in common with most other books on electrotherapy,
the method of presentation of the basic principles is open to
criticism. Very probably this is due to the need to simplify,
and possibly over-simplification has resulted; this in some
cases leads to inaccuracy and consequent confusion.

The descriptions of techniques are easy to follow and the
reactions claimed appear in the main to be compatible with
current physiological thought. However it is a pity that no
reference is made to published experimental work to sub
stantiate or question some of the statements made, e.g. page
143: ACC > CCC; and page 304: the paragraph on vaso
dilatation. On the whole the book is a great improvement on
previous editions and should be a useful addition to libraries
in departments and schools of physiotherapy. M.H.S.R

TREATMENT OF FRACTURES

Modem Trends in Orthopaedics. 3. Fracture treatment.
Ed. by J. M. P. Clark, M.B.E.. M.B., F.RC.S. Pp. viii +
259. Illustrated R6.25. London and Durban: Butterworths.
1962.

The outstanding feature of this compact volume is the sim
plicity of style used throughout. The recommendations are
representative of a cross-section of current British opinion.
The essay on 'Multiple injuries' is particularly interesting.
Useful advice elsewhere is for routine radiology of the pelvis

in all cases of severe lower-limb injuries to obviate the missing
of masked proximal injuries.

This is not intended to be a textbook, but a vade mecum
for 'the man who is beginning to take the responsibility for
the treatment of injuries'. It should also prove valuable to the
postgraduate candidate for a final revision after textbook
mastery has been attained. N.R

ANAESTHESIA

Halogenated Anaesthetics. Ed. by J. F. Artusio, jnr. Pp.
xi + 144. R4.00. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications.
1%3.

The acceptance of halothane by anaesthetists throughout the
world has stimulated interest in other fluorinated hydrocar
bons, and this lovely book contains fine accounts of chloro
form, trichlorethylene, fluroxene, halothane, methoxyflurane,
tribromethanol and ethyl chloride. The monograph is actually
the first of an annual triumvirate to be published under the
title Clinical Anesthesia in Philadelphia, Pa. Judging from this
first-born specimen, the 'intensely clinical' and practical ap
proach has been over-emphasized, and the historical and
research aspects sometimes held to such a minimum as to be
irritating. Thus, the air-blood distribution coefficient of
methoxyflurane is repeatedly mentioned without any infor
mation about its actual figure or even whether it is high or
low!

I am therefore particularly glad to have this chance of
welcoming also the accompanying venture by Little, Brown and
Company of Boston, Mass., to publish 4 annual issues of
symposia called International Anesthesiology Clinics which
will incorporate discussions by authorities in related specialties
or the basic sciences. I strongly recommend these 'whole
clinical subjects' to anaesthetists in all stages of their training
and all medical libraries should subscribe to them.

J.W.M.

SKIN DISORDERS

Dermatologic Differential Diagnosis. By T B. Fitzpatrick,
M.D., Ph.D. and S. A. Walker, M.D. Pp. 335. Illustrated.
$7.50. Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers. 1962.

Dermatology, in common with all other branches of medicine,
has made considerable advances in the last decade. Unfor
tunately time allocated to the teaching of this vast subject
to undergraduates in all universities is far too limited to
prepare the future doctor for dealing adequately with the
numerous dermatoses. These, according to world statistics,
will comprise at least 12% of all medical conditions seen in
his practice.

This view must have been uppermost in the minds of the
authors when setting out the text of this book. As they state
in their preface, this is 'not a textbook, but a field guide of
dermatologic diagnosis'.

Section 1 is devoted to distribution pattern. Sections 2 - 3
are simplicity itself, easy to read and to understand, with
cross-references for descriptions of skin lesions, which are
concisely dealt with in section 6.

To the busy general practitioner I would like to recommend
this book as a valuable addition to his library. RL.

BIOCHEMISTRY OF THE SKIN

Biochemistry of Skin in Health and Disease. By C. Car
ruthers, Ph.D. Pp. xviii + 263. TIJustrated. ~W75. Springfield,
Ill.: Charles C. Thomas. 1962.

Carruthers provides summaries of nearly 500 quite recent
articles on skin biochemistry, with 130 tables of chemical data
derived from these papers. Few of these articles were written
in languages other than English or appeared after 1959. A
general biochemical background is assumed, and a knowledge
of recent trends is needed to enable one to follow the text.
The topics reviewed are arranged under appropriate chapters
and headings, but there is not much attempt at integration.

G.H.F.
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but it will
treat cases

N.S.

ACUTE POISO I G

Handbook of TreaTmenT of AcuTe Poisoning. 3rd ed. By
E. H. Bensley, M.B.E., RA., M.D., F.R.C.P.(C), F.A.C.P.
and G. E. Joron, BA, M.D., C.M., F.A.C.P. Pp. xii +
227. RI.50. Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1%3.

The text of this handbook is divided into two sections.
Section I is devoted to basic principles, general plan and
methods of treatment. Section 1I provides some details about
different types of acute poisoning and their treatment. Com
mon causes of poisoning are dealt with mainly. The emphasis
is on emergency measures.

A list of contents for an emergency poison kit is given, as
well as notes on the collection and preservation of amples
for analysis.

The scope of this book is intentionally limited,
be helpful to physicians called upon suddenly to
of acute poisoning.

LYMPHOEDEMA

Lymphedema. Causes, complications and treatment of the

swollen extremity. By S. A. Zieman, M.D., M.A., F.A.C.S.,
F.I.C.S. Pp. v + 161. Illustrated. 6.25. ew York and
London: Grune & Stratton. 1962.

By a detailed and painstaking review from biblical times to
the present, the author achieves his aim, which is 'to bring the
subject of Iymphedema in bold relief before the profession'.

Anatomy of the lymphatic ystem (based on modern
Iymphangiographic studies) and physiology of lymph produc
tion and flow are admirably described.

The account of the aetiology and pathology of lymph
oedema highlights many facets of interest and importance to
the general surgeon.

The numerous surgical procedures employed in the manage
ment of lymphoedema are reviewed, and the author's method
of needle lymphangioplasty is described.

There is a useful section on the technique of lymph
angiography.

References are given throughout, as well as a complete
bibliography.

With the new frontier of reconstruction operations on the
lymphatic system in the offing, a monograph of this sort
is timely. L.B.

CORRESPONDENCE : BRIEWERUBRIEK

THE LESSO OF THALIDOMIDE

To The Editor: Now that the first wave of horror at the tha
lidomide tragedy, in both the medical and the lay worlds,
appears to be passing, it may not be out of place to record
the significant part played by the practising doctor in bringing
this tragedy to light and in curbing its possible world-wide
effects.

Dr. A. Leslie Florence, on 31 December 1960, by means
of a letter, brought his experience of certain side-effects of
thalidomide to the notice of readers of the British Medical
Journal.' He gave circumstantial evidence from a series of
4 cases, in each of which the drug had been used. Each case
presented marked paraesthesia and coldness of the extremities,
and a striking pallor of the digits when these were exposed
to only moderate cold. There were, also, occasional sLight ataxia
and nocturnal cramps in the leg muscles. Dr. Florence pointed
out that it was significant that each patient had been receiving
thalidomide in doses of 100 mg. nightly, for periods varying
from 18 to 24 months. Or. D. Burley, of the Clinical Research
Department of the Distillers Company, replied' to Or. Florence
by saying that 4 years of clinical investigation and experimen
tal work on animals had not shown up any significant toxic
hazards from thalidomide, but that early in 1960 isolated re
ports had been sent to him from various parts of the country,
describing symptoms and signs suggestive of peripheral neuritis
in patients receiving thalidomide regularly for periods of 6
months and longer.

These two letters began a lengthy correspondence in the
BriTish Medical Journal from many practising doctors, who
contributed their experiences with thalidomide and its side
effects. These letters seemed to provoke an article on neuro
pathy after the intake of thalidomide, by Fullerton and
Kremer,' and the editor found it fit time to make special
comment! For a whole year thalidomide and its toxic effects
were discussed in the correspondence columns of the same
journal; then on 2 December 1961 Dr. D. J. Hayman, also
of the Distillers Company, had a letter published in the medi
cal journals.' His first sentence ran thus: 'Since sending you
my letter concerning peripheral neuritis; reports have been
received from 2 overseas sources, possibly associating thalido
mide with harmful effects on the foetus in early pregnancy'.
Two weeks after Or. Hayman had notified the profession that
he had withdrawn the drug from the market, a letter from
Or. W. G. McBride in ew South Wales appeared in The
Lancet.' He wrote to say that in recent months he had ob
served that the incidence of multiple severe abnormalities in
babies delivered of wome'n who were given thalidomide as an
anti-emetic or a sedative during pregnancy, to be almost 20%,
whereas the expected frequency was about 1'5% of babies.

At this time, too, Or. W. Lenz of Western Germany was re
porting a similar state of affairs to manufacturers of the drug
in his country.

Or. Florence was primarily responsible for rendering a ser
vice to the people of the. USA which is beyond all praise. He
was indirectly instrumental in preventing one of the greatest
tragedies of medicine from reaching that country, through
the vigilance and outstanding integrity of Or. Frances Oldham
Kelsey of the US Food and Drug Administration. Or. Kelsey's
attention had been attracted to the correspondence concerned
with the side-effects of thalidomide upon the nervous system,
and when a certain drug company requested the permission of
her Administration to sell thalidomide for its anti-emetic pro
perty, Or. Kelsey asked for evidence that the drug could have
no toxic effects upon the pregnant woman and/or foetus.
For nearly It years Dr. Kelsey withstood pre sure to make
thalidomide available to the public in America, and it was
while attempts were being made to comply with Or. Kelsey's
condition that the evidence appeared from Western Germany
and Or. Lenz, and from Australia and Or. McBride, of the
serious influence of thalidomide on the foetus.

These observations were recorded by doctors who, in their
wisdom, thought it right that noxious influences attributable
to a drug readily available to the public, should be widely
known. Invaluable aid to further this purpose is given by the
correspondence columns of medical journals. In the columns
of the BriTish Medical Journal much evidence was collected
in this manner to incriminate thalidomide with most undesir
able side-effects. A number of do::tors submitted case reports
which eventually turned suspicion into certainty.

It is true that extensive laboratory trials and experimental
work on animals can reassure the inventors and purveyors
of pills of the safety of such drugs, and any side-effects that
may show up, if not severe enough to prohibit the use of the
drug for its greater effectiveness in other directions, may be
mentioned only in passing. As manufacturers of pharmacologi
cal preparations well know, the best clinical trial, which is
equivalent to a field trial, is to have the drug prescribed by
physicians, and in these days of rapid tran port and com
munication, a drug can be distributed throughout the world
and the effects assessed from a very large number of patients
in a comparatively short time. When, however, side-effects
which are seriou enough to interfere with a patient's normal
living persist after discontinuance of the drug, this may indi
cate serious damage to anatomical structures. Such side
effects in themselves demand the withdrawal of the drug.

A strong emergent impression from the collected ca es of
thalidomide neuropathy mentioned above, is that of the im
portance of recording, for all who wish to read, the incidence,
nature and duration of unexpected ide-effects which may


