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setting forth the reasons for its need (not only in ophthalmic
problems) is necessary. Teachers of the blind hould under
stand their pupils better and should know the genetic risk to
each individual, so that they could help by explanation to
foster a sense of responsibility in the students. At present,
since blind schools are mostly co-educational, there is every
chance of the continued perpetuation of defects. Very many
instances are known of two and even three generations of
blind children of the same family attending the same school,

their parents (and grandp rents) h ving met there originally.
Finally, thi i not only an ophthalrni problem. It xtends

to every type f phy ical and mental handicap among children.
A very simple research programme in whi h a genetic analy is
of all children in hool for the handi apped in any ounlry
wa done, \ ould bring the matter into proper perspe tive and
make it ertain that our next advan e in prevention of di ease
mu t be along geneti line.

A HUMAN CASE OF TRICHOPHYTO EQ M I FECTIO
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Of the various dermatophyte species which cause ringworm
in animals many are easily and frequently transmitted to
man. Microsporum canis, for example, which is the cause
of most ringworm in cats and dogs, is in many countries
the fungus most frequently isolated from cases of tinea
capitis.

Trichophyton equinum, the chief aetiological agent of
ringworm in horses, is exceptional in that it rarely causes
human infection. This article describes the first ca e of
this kind observed in South Africa.

Historical Survey
The first published account of ringworm of horses was

that of Matruchot and Dassenville in 1898,1 who described
an epizootic among horses of an artillery regiment in
France. They reported that several of the men in charge
of the horses became infected, developing lesions in the
neck area. They described the macroscopic and microscopic
features of the fungus involved, but did not name it; this
was later done by Gedoelst in 1902.2 Sabrouraud in 19083

isolated T. equinum from a number of horses and he also
described 3 cases of human infection. Two were of the
bearded area of the face - in one there was considerable
tissue reaction with formation of a kerion; the other pre
sented an early lesion about 1t cm. in diameter on the
tip of the chin. The third case was an infection of the
glabrous skin of the neck and chin in a woman.

In a recent survey of animal ringworm carried out in
the USA,' no human infections caused by T. equinum
were observed, and in a similar survey in the UK5 Ains
worth and Austwick did not report transmission of equine
ringworm to man. In many of the published accounts of
epizootics among horses, however, human contagion is
reported, but the number of cases is usually low.6oS
Observations

The first outbreak of equine ringworm we investigated

occurred on a breeder" farm to whi b an apparently
healthy yearling had been ent back from the trainer's
stables in Cape Town. oon after arrival the yearling
developed sign of ringworm, and the le ion rapidly
became confluent over the head neck and withers.
T. eqllinllm was isolated. Witbin a few weeks tbe infection
had pread to about 100 yearling and 4-month-old foal.
A number of infected 2- and 3-year-old were found at
tbe trainer's stables. Older hor e are apparently le u 
ceptible. Of 8 hor e te: ted, 7 were infected with T.
eqllillllm, tbe eightb with T. verrucosum, a pecie com
monly causing ringworm in cattle, but relatively rare in
equine infections.

A jockey at the trainer's table developed a le ion after
applying a vibrator u ed on the borses to a painful pot
on his leg. The lesion appeared at the exact ite of
application of the vibrator: it con i ted of a red, hilly,
slightly scaling patch about 3 x 2 cm. in diameter with
one small pustule. It wa of about 2 month' duration
and 'itched intolerably'. Of all the people at ri k, Euro
pean and non-European, in the everal farms and breeder'
stables we have in pected, tbis was tbe only infection
reported.

Treatment
Tbe jockey was given gri eoful in (0'5 G. orally) daily

for 6 week. The le ion is reported to have cleared up.
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ABSTRACfS

A X-LINKED, RECESSlVELY INHERITED SYNDROME CHARACTERIZED BY GRA E ME TAL
DEFICIENCY, EPII.EPSY, AND E 'DOCR E DISORDER
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We have encountered 3 extremely feebleminded men, all of a
similar grotesque appearance, 2 of them half-brothers in one
institution, and the third in anotber institution far away who
from his appearance we suspected to be related before we
found out tbat he was a half-brother of the mother of the
2 others. The syndrome they present includes IQ 20 - 30,

dwarfi rn, hypogonadi m, obesity, grote que face with fatty
welling of the oft ti ue, and (in 2 of them) epilepsy. We

have not been able to find any description of thi defect in
the literature. The following i a clinical description of the
3 patients who are the probands (llD, 1 2 and I 3) in a
genealogical tree accompanying the original article.


