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CELESTO lE SOLUBLE TABLETS

Scherag (Pty.) Ltd. announce the introduction of Celestone
Soluble Tablets, and supply the follov.wg information:

Composieion. Celestone contains 0·5 mg. of betamethasone
as the disodium phosphate salt per tablet.

Indicaeions. Celestone soluble tablets are indicated in all
steroid responsive conditions, particularly in children or
adults who experience difficulty in swallowing tablets. In
certain severe conditions, e.g. rheumatic fever, where the
initial dose can be as high as twelve tablets of corticosteroid
per day, children in particular, can suffer tremendous incon
venience. The development of Celestone Soluble Tablets has
made medication in such cases very simple, as the tablets are
dropped into half a glass of water, allowed to dissolve with
a mild effervescent action and the solution is then swallowed.
The active ingredient, being in solution, is rapidly ab orbed
and the possibility of gastric irritation vastly minimized.

Dosage. Daily tablet requirements of Celestone Soluble
Tablets are the same as for plain Celestone and patients on
other corticosteroid tablets may be transferred to Celestone
Soluble Tablets on a tablet for tablet basis.

Precawions. The same as for Celestone.
A vailabilicy. Celestone Soluble Tablets are packed in bottles

of 30 with an appropriate desiccant and are available through
usual pharmaceutical channels.

Further information is available from Scherag (Pty.)
Limited, P.O. Box 7539, Johannesburg.

PREPUERI

Burroughs Wellcome & Co. (South Africa) Ltd. announce the
introduction of Prepuerin Brand pregnancy diagnostic reagent,
and supply the following information:

Prepeurin is a haemagglutination test for the detection of
human chorionic gonadotrophin (HCG). It is specifically de
signed for the diagnosis of human pregnancy by urine exami
nation.

It was appreciated that, if Prepuerin were to be successful
for the diagnosis of pregnancy, then it had to be highly
specific and under normal test conditions react to HCG only.
If it were not so, it would react to the pituitary gonadotro
phins, where these were present, and would falsely give posi
tive reactions.

The provision of selected starting materials and the
knowledge gained by the Wellcome Research Laboratories
through long and careful study into the immunization of
laboratory animals has provided the specific reagents needed.

The workers in the Wellcome Research Laboratories have
devised a new method of pre-treating red cells to obtain good
bonding with HCG. This method overcomes variations in
concentration, and deterioration of activity on storage, which
could otherwise occur.

In all, Prepuerin provides a most reliable pregnancy in
viero test. It is carefully standardized. It is of maximum sen
sitivity, and it is highly specific by virtue of adequate controls.

Prepuerin Test Suspension, consists of sheep erythrocytes
pre-treated by the special method devised in the Wellcome
Research Laboratories, so that HCG is firmly bonded to their
surface and sufficient anti-HCG is added so that the suspen
sion is fully agglutinated. Free HCG, such as that in the
urine of pregnant women, when added to the Test Suspension
competes for the antibody, with the result that the Suspension
is disagglutinated and the cells take up a definite negative
pattern.

The Prepuerin Control Suspension which is used alongside
the Test Suspension, is a stabilized suspension of sheep red
cells only and therefore is not agglutinated. In the test, a
comparison is made between the reactions of the Test and
Control Suspensions to serial dilutions of urine. The test is
designed to give maximum sensitivity and specificity. Pre
puerin is available for supply to hospitals and pathological
laboratories.

Literature and further information is obtainable from
Burroughs Wellcome & Co. (S.A.) Ltd., 130 Main Street, Jo
hannesburg.

WORLD LIST OF FUTURE INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS
ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS OTlFIED DURING SEPTEMBER 1963

11th Scandinavian Congress of Physiology, Copenhagen, 1963.
Prof. Carl Gustaf Bemhard, Secretary, clo Physiological
Institute 11, Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden.

2nd Scandinavian Symposium on Basic Cancer Research,
Stockholm 1963. Dr. C. G. Ahlstrom, Institute of Pathology,
University of Lund, Lund, Sweden.

Symposium on the Hiseory of Medicine, Basel, 1963. Inter
national Union of the History of Philosophy of Science, 64
rue Gay Lussac, Paris 5e, France.

Lacin Dcorhinolaryngology Sociecy, 15eh Congress, Bologna,
I - 5 April 1%4. Prof. Giovanni Motta, Clinica Otorino
laringoligica, Ospedale S. Orsola, Bologna, Italy.

Near and Middle East Medical Conference, Istanbul, April
1964. Prof. P. Ponthus, clo Hotel-Dieu de France, Beirut,
Lebanon.

BOOK REVIEWS

PROSTATlC SURGERY

Transureehral Prostaeic Surgery. By K. B. Conger, M.D.,
FA.C.S. Pp. x + 140. IUustrated. R7.20. Baltimore:
Williams & Wilkins; and London: Bailliere, Tinda.ll & Cox.
1963.

All those interested in transurethral resection should find this
monograph a welcome addition to their library. The 140 pages
it contains are packed with wisdom and valuable technical
descriptions. It is profusely and well illustrated, has an
adequate index and is well produced. The author deals in
turn with the training of novices in resection, details of the
instruments used, their assembly and maintenance and the
detection of faults, and intelligent observation and orientation
during the operation. Succeeding chapters deal with the pre
operative study, the actual procedure, and postoperative care.

The 'cold punch' method used at the Mayo Clinic is not
described, as the author does not use it. He prefers the

3rd Asian Pacific Congress of Cardiology, Kyoto, 10 - 14
May 1964. Dr. Shoji Hayase, clo Medical Clinic, Kyoto
University Hospital, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, Japan.

7th International Congress of Gastroetllerology, Brussels,
I - 6 June 1964. General Secretariat, 43 rue des ChaIIlp6
Elysees, Brussels 5, Belgium.

7th Inter-American Congress of Cardiology, Montreal,
14 - 19 June 1964. Secretary, 2052 St. Catherine St.W., Suite
114, Montreal 25.

International AtIlibiotics Congress, Prague, 15 - 19 June
1964. Dr. V. Vloek, Secretary, Antibiotics Research Institute,
Roztoky, Czechoslovakia.

10th Medical Women's Internaiional Association Congress,
Norway, 25 - 27 June 1964. Secretary General, clo Rikshos
pitalet, Oslo, Norway.

BOEKBESPREKINGS

Nesbit type of instrument with spring retraction of the loop.
This enables him to work single-handed and to insert his
other forefinger in the rectum if necessary. The resection of
bladder tumours is not dealt with.

This book is easy to read, meticulous in its attention to
detail, and obviously based on sound clinical experience and
practice.

It should prove helpful to any urologist who acquires it.
JAC.

PSYCHIATRIC RESEARCH

Aspects of Psychiatric Research. Ed. by D. Richter, J. M.
Tanner, L Taylor and O. L Zangwill. Pp. viii + 445.
Illustrated. R6.30. London and Cape Town: Oxford Uni
versity Press. 1962.

This book, an aggregate of advances in psychiatric research
during the last decade, gives an overall view of psychiatry
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that is most valuable. It brings one up to date very satisfac
torily in a variety of fields, which range from the genetics,
biochemistry and neurophysiology of mental di order, to psy
chiatry in relation to crime, industry, culture and legislation.
The sections on mental defectives, childhood bereavement and
chronic schizophrenic reactions are particularly well written.

This book is a must for psychiatrists, but will also be read
with interest and advantage by others interested in the field.

LS.G.

BONE REMODELLI TG

Principles of Bone Remodelling. An account of post-natal
growth and remodelling processes in long bones and the
mandible. By D. H. Enlow, Ph.D. Pp. x + 131. Illustrated.

6.75. Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1963.

This is a book for the expert. The practising clinician would
feel more at home if more direct reference were made to the
pathological states which arise, either from a failure or an
excess of remodelling.

The key to the author's views is expressed on page 30:
'The process of remodelling involves the apposition of new
bone deposits on certain selected surfaces together with a com
plementary resorptive removal of some bone from other sur
faces'. Because bone is deposited only on an exposed surface
of pre-existing bone, the contour of old surfaces determines
the structural patterns of new bone deposits. Remodelling is
thus 'an adjustment mechanism'.

The book is well produced and can be recommended as a
reference volume. A.S.

PATHOGENESIS OF HYPERTENSIO

The Pathogenesis of Essential Hypertension. Proceedings of
the joint WHO-Czechoslovak Cardiological Society Sym
posium, Prague, 22 - 29 May, 1960. Ed. by J. H. Cort, V.
Fencl, Z. Hejl and 1. Jirka. Pp. 477. TIlustrated. RIO.OD.
Oxford: Pergamon Press. 1962.

An excellent bird's-eye view of current ideas on the problems
of hypertensive disease is given in this volume.

The section on aetiology is its chief weakness, and a repre
sentative of the World Health Organization at the symposium
might be forgiven the following comments which are quoted
in the book:

'As an administrator of WHO I will be asked to assist
some country ... As far as I can see what I am to say to
them is that you must ensure that your children are born
with low blood pressure, that they are born into the right
sort of family, that they are white, that they work hard
and don't worry, that they smoke hard, that they drink hard
water and finally see that their wives have something like
IO children.'
There is no mention of the inherited disturbance of thyroid

noradrenaline balance as the basic factor in causation, nor of
the therapeutic use of thyroid in which we in South Africa
have been interested for the past 10 years. P.M.

ENDOCRINOLOGY

An Introduction to General and Comparative Endocrinology.
By E. J. W. Barrington. Pp. xii + 387. Illustrated. R3.50.
London and Cape Town: Oxford University Press. 1963.

This is a well-conceived and admirably executed introduction
to endocrinology. The greater part of the book deals with
classical. endocrinology, e.g. the hormonal aspects of digestion,
metabolism and reproduction, the adrenal cortex and the
thyroid. Of special interest to biologists are the chapters on
colour change in vertebrates, hormones in crustacea, hor
mones in insects, and the final chapter on some evolutionary
aspects of endocrine systems.

The author pays special attention to the historical aspects
of the subject; his account of the discovery of secretin is an
excellent example.

The book is comprehensive in scope, well printed and illus
trated. There are some 140 illustrations and 16 plates and
a well-chosen bibliography. '

The work can be warmly recommended not only to zoolo-
gists, but al 0 to physiologi t . H.Z.

IMMU ITY I T DISEASE

Mechanism of Cell and Tissue Damage Produced by Im
mune ReaCfions. 2nd International Symposium on Immuno
pathology, Brook Lodge (Michigan, USA) 1961. Ed. by P.
Grabar and P. Miescher. Pp. 414. Illustrated. Sw.Fr.60.
Basle and Stuttgart: Benno Schwa be & Co. 1962.

W~ are indeed fortunate in having this second symposium to
bnng together the vast amount of work done in recent vears
on .the mechanisms of tissue damage produced by immun-e re
actIOns.

It is a fascinating book, containing paper by scientists of
internatio~al reputation. Of. particular interest are the chap
ters on. tIssue d~mage mediated by delayed hypersensitivity,
mechanIsms of tIssue damage in auto-immune disease some
of the. pro~lems in ~omograft rejection and runting disease,
and dISCUSSions on lITlinune mechanisms as possible factors
in human disease.

This. is a book which should be read by all actively en
gaged ill research and those interested in the modern concept
of immunity in disease.

The .e~itors must be congratulated on having produced such
an eXCItmg and excellently produced book. G.S.

MA UAL FOR MEDICAL RESIDE TS

Medical Resident's Manual. By F. B. Flood, R. J. Kennedy
and W. J. Grace. Pp. xxi + 311. TIlustrated. $4.95. Tew
York: Appleton-Century-Crofts. 1962.

Our residents have found the Physician's Handbook arid the
Handbook of Medical Treatment invaluable. Each of these
ma~ual.s is distinctly larger than the one now being reviewed,
WhIC~ !S compact and crammed with useful information. It is
surp~smg that a .section or at least a chapter, on poisoning is
not mcluded. ThIS would have swelled the volume somewhat
but it is t? my thinking disproportionate to devote 20 page~
~o the bas!s o~ electrocardiography at the expense of the sub
Ject of pOIsonIng.

A few suggestions for future editions:
. When gout is suspe.cted l?ok for tophi in the pinnae of
t~e e3lrs. I~ ~ses. of tlght mitral stenosis, tricuspid regurgita
~lOn IS an mdlcatIOn for surgery: the distinction from mitral
mco~petence might be clearly stated. A page on innocent
cardl~c murrn~rs would be advantageous. Acute or subacute
heP:ttIc necrosIs ~ay p~esent not very differently from the
ordill~ry. c~es of InfectIve hepatitis-it is important to look
for dImillutlOn of the size of the Jiver. F.F.

SKIN TUMOURS

Melanotic Tumors of the Skin. By H. Z. Lund, M.D. and
J. M. Kra~s, M.D. Pp. 134. TIlustrated. $1.25. Washington,
D.e.: NatIOnal Academy of Sciences - ational Research
Council 1962.

This is the third fascicle of section one of the Atlas of Tumor
Pathology published by the Armed Forces Institute of Patho
logy, and it fully attains the high standard reached by its pre
decessors.

High pr~ise is due for the standard of the printing and for
t~e beautifully reproduced photographs, both clinical and
hIstological.

The physiology and histology of pigment cells is described,
and a very readable review of pigmentary lesions, as well as
of melanotic tumours, benign and malignant, is provided.
For anyone interested in the subject it is a most useful
reference. Many of the terms used are unfamiliar but a full
list of synonyms is usually given. Though not ail the views
expressed are generally acceptable, there is a fair survey of
alternative views in this interesting but controversial subject.

J.H.
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ATHEROSCLEROSIS

Living WiTh Epileptic Seizures. By S. Livingstone, M.D. Pp.
xix + 348. llIustrated. 6.50. Illinois: Charles C. Thomas.
1%3.

This volume contains much useful information, derived from
the author's vast per onal experience, on the nature and
management of epileptic seizures. The drug medication, and
the . ocio-economic and interpersonal aspects of epilepsy are
particularly well discussed. Problems of marriage, child-bear
ing and heredity, as well as topics such as education, sports,
driving and life insurance in relation to epileptics, are fully
dealt with. This book will be of value to those general prac
titioners and social workers who are responsible for the care
of epileptic patients. S.L.

CORRESPONDE CE
EEDLE-LIKE SUBTARSAL FOREIG BODIES

To the Editor: I was most interested in Dr. Quirke's excellent
article in the Journal of 14 September,' and congratulate him
on his powers of observation. For years I have felt that some
conjunctival granulatomata and obscure corneal conditions
have their origin in the hairs of certain grasses, stinging net
tles, prickly-pear thorns and the like. None of these appear
to be barbed and probably do not work their way deeper into
the tissues, but one might expect a considerable local reaction.
I have seen one bee sting of the upper lid where the point
had just penetrated and was irritating the upper fornix.

The hairs of caterpillars of one or two varieties certainly
play an important part, since these are heavily barbed and
rigid to the point of brittleness-as one finds when trying to
remove them. Movements and pressure of the lids can work
these in only one direction, i.e. deeper into the tissues.

About 8 years ago I experienced the coincidence of seeing
,vithin 6 weeks of each other two eyes that had been so affec
ted, and, as one would expect, it occurred in the middle of
summer.

The first patient, a White youth of 12 years of age, had
been treated for 6 weeks by his doctor for an intractable
'conjunctivitis'. On examination the eye was very red and the
entire corneal epithelium soggy and desquamating (in a man
ner reminiscent of recurrent abrasion or dendritic ulcer), with
a deep haze. What was most striking, however, was a herring
bone pattern of minute jet-black foreign bodies, rather less
than 1 mID. long (probably the broken points of the cater
pillar hairs) extending from the lower fornix to about three
quarters of the way up to the cornea.

I felt sure that this was the 'imprint' of the body of the
caterpillar.

The second patient was an African child of eight showing a
nearly identical picture.

In each case a leading question elicited the fact of a black
caterpillar falling into the open eye. In the first the child was
picking mulberries and thought the caterpillar was a mulberry,
dislodging it on to his upturned face. The second patient was
looking up into a tree in which his friends were climbing.
They both described a short, fat, black almost 'aggressive' hairy
caterpillar with very vigorous body movements. This struck a
chord, since I had seen a couple of caterpillars answering this
description that very summer in my own garden, and, what is·
more, in a mulberry tree. I have been on the lookout for a
specimen, but have not seen one since.

The removal of each barbed hair is essential-each one of
them must be picked out with a sharp needle under magnifi
cation. This is indeed back-breaking work-each case took
about 4 hours (in two separate sessions of 2 hours each) under
general anaesthesia. Recovery was complete in each case.

The pathologist here at the time, using some special treat
ment to dissolve out the pigment (which obscures details of
the barbs), made beautiful slides. Under the microscope these
hairs look quite horrific and are covered with a multitude of
regular backward sloping barbs from a very sharp point. Un
fortunately I left these slides with him to be photographed,
and through some carelessness in the laboratory they were
mislaid.

Modern Concepts of The Pathogenesis of Coronary AThero
sclerosis. By A. W. Branwood, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., M.R.C.P.
(Lond.). Pp. vii + 144. llIustrated. R3.00. Edinburgh and
London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1%3.

An impartial review of the present state of knowledge in all
disciplines attempting to elucidate the nature of the di tur
bances leading to the development of this disease is given.
The author covers the field from a consideration of pertinent
hydraulic principles to the elegant techniques of surface
intimal-cell preparations and cultures. This book will be of
interest to the specialist in a particular field as well as to
those who wish to keep abreast of current trends. L.H.K.

: BRIEWERUBRIEK
Another experience with caterpillars might be of more gene

ral medical interest. This occurred in the following summer.
My three eldest sons and myself were afflicted with an

intolerable itching of the soles of the feet which nothing would
relieve. We live on the bank of a tidal river, and do a lot of
swimming. That summer we noticed a large number of pure
white butterflies over the river and in the krantzes and also
hundreds of dead or dying caterpillars on the water and mud
banks. These were similar in colour and size to silkworms,
but had white hairs. It was only when the palms of our hands
began to itch, and the non-swimmers in the house remained
unaffected that I connected the two. All four of us had used
a thro.w-net. for mullet, and I realized that we were drawing
caterpIllars lIlto the net. I had not seen these insects before
and have not seen them since.

Under the microscrope these hairs were unbarbed and struc
tureless. Possibly the body juices and not the hairs supplied
the irritant. On enquiry local practitioners told me that they
had not treated any such cases.

Duke-Elder in his textbook has collected quite a literature
on the subject, but no mention is made of a caterpillar leaving
its 'body-print' in hairs on the eye.

28 St. James Road J. Blumenthal
East London
18 September 1963
1. Quirke, P. D. G. (1963): S. Air. Med. J., 37, 942.

THE HARVEY FILM

To the Editor: I was most gratified to read the letter by Dr.
M. Glass dated 29 August. which appeared in the Journal of
21 September 1963" relative to the Film 'Wiliam Harvey and
the Blood Circulation'.

This film was first shown at the Section of the History of
Medicine at the recent South African Medical Congress in
Johannesburg during July 1%3, where it was also received
with great acclamation. At the request of Dr. H. Gordon
(Cape Town) the film was sent to the University of Cape
Town Medical History Club for its meeting.

It must be recorded that this film was presented by Dr.
M. M. Suzman, of Johannesburg, to the Museum of the
History of Medicine as a contribution to its archives. It will
be recalled that Dr. Suzman was the Harveian Lecturer (l %2)
and was invited recently to participate in an academic pil
grimage to the ancient Universities of Italy, where he had the
distinction of lecturing at Padua University-William Harvey's
Alma Mater.

The Museum of the History of Medicine would be prepared
and pleased to lend the film to interested medical schools and
groups for its great historical and its educational value.

Cyril Adler
Hon. Director, Museum of the History of Medicine

University of the Witwatersrand
Johannesburg
5 October 1963
1. Correspondence (1963): S. ACr. Med. J., 37, 972.


