
334 S.A. MEDICAL JOURNAL 30 March 1963

-

CONFERENCE ON CELLULAR CONTROL
MECHA ISMS AND CANCER

This Conference will be held in Amsterdam on 9 - 13 Sep
tember 1963, and is organized under the auspices of the
Commission on Cancer Research of the International Union
against Cancer and the Netherlands Cancer Institute. Recent
advances in the understanding of cellular control mechanisms
and their relationship to cancer biology will be discussed by
investigators in the field of cell biology and oncology, under
the following headings: 1. Genetic control of protein syn
thesis; 2. Mechanisms of cell differentiation; 3. Growth regu
lation; 4. Structure and function of tumour cells; 5. Carcino
genic agents.

Only plenary sessions will be held, and each subject will
be introduced by an invited speaker. Other participants may
present papers not exceeding 1,000 words on subjects closely
related to the main topic. The deadline for receiving papers
is t May 1963. All papers will be precirculated, although
only a restricted number will be read at the Conference.

BOEKBESPREKING

ACTIONS AND USES OF DRUGS

Actions and Uses of Drugs. 6th ed. By N. Sapeika, B.A.,
M.D., Ph.D. (Cape Town), F.R.S.S.Af. Pp. 424. R6.30.
Cape Town: A. A. Balkema. 1963.

With new drugs being added to the pharmacopoeia and to the
drug lists of pharmaceutical firms with increasing and almost
alarming rapidity, it is impossible for any text-book of
pharmacology to be completely up-to-date. From the time the
page proofs are passed to the time it leaves the press several
new drugs are likely to have appeared.

Allowing for this, the new edition of Professor Sapeika's
well-known book is an excellent reflection of drugs in com
mon use by practitioners in 1%3. Already a 'classic' among
students at the University of Cape Town and other medical
schools in this country, this book is widely known in other
parts of the world as well, and this new edition should
rightly take its place on the reference shelves of students and
practitioners alike.

BRIEWERUBRIEK

MOUNTING HISTOLOGICAL SPECIMENS

To the Editor: For the past 8 months I have been trying
a new synthetic resin medium Cdiatex') recommended for
mounting cytological and histological specimens. It has been
used successfully in leading laboratories in Scandinavia and
other parts of Europe for some time. Specimens are mounted
by simply pouring the diatex over the slide or dipping the
slide in a beaker. I find it easy to handle, quick-drying,
leaving a strong transparent film with no effect on the stains
beneath. Slides can be examined under the microscope im
mediately if desired, but usually there is a delay of about
15 minutes at room temperature before the film is hard. By
eliminating the need for cover slips I have found the saving
in time and expense considerable. Stored slides have not
deteriorated.

F. G. Feinstein
P.O. Box 2017
Bulawayo
13 March 1963

APHASIA I CHILDRE

To the Editor: I am often asked by doctors to describe the
condition of aphasia in children, and I believe that the fol
lowing may be of some value to the medical profession.

In children, unlike the case in adults, aphasia is seldom
due to a traumatic incident; it is more commonly due to
lack of development in the speech area of the brain, follow
ing prenatal, neonatal or post-natal injury from anoxia or
local damage to a specific brain area. There may be other

Further information is obtainable from the Chairman, Or
ganizing Committee, Netherlands Cancer Institute, Antoni van
Leeuwenhoek-huis, Sarphatistraat lOO, Amsterdam C.

CE TRAL AFRICA SCIE TIFIC A 0 MEDICAL
CO GRESS

The Central African Scientific and Medical Congress for
1963 will be held in Lusaka, 'orthern Rhodesia on 26 - 3()
August at the College of Further Education, Church Road,
Lusaka. The registration fee for attending the Congress will
be £3 3s. Od. each for full members, and £1 Is. Od. each for
wives accompanying members.

Following the Congress, excursions can be arranged to the
Copperbelt, Lake Kariba and Livingstone. Members are re
minded that accommodation is limited and that reservations
should be made as early as possible. Further information is
obtainable from the Hon. Secretary, P.O. Box 844, Lusaka,

. Rhodesia.

BOOK REVIEW

That this is the sixth edition of this book in only 20 years
shows that its author is alive to the need for constant
modification. In this edition there are new chapters on the
antidepressant drugs and on skeletal muscle relaxants; many
other sections have been re-written to include new informa
mation on diuretics, antibiotics, gluco-corticoid and anabolic
steroids, tranquillizers, vasoconstrictors and adrenergic blocking
agents, among others. At the same time, much old wood has
been pruned away.

In this edition there is a new departure in the form of
references, at the end of each chapter, to selected reviews and
key articles on the particular subjects dealt with, so that
the interested reader can delve deeper if he wishes.

The book is well printed and well laid out; the index is
comprehensive and the information is concise and practical.
These days, when practising doctors need to know all about
the multifarious drugs available - their toxicity and side
effects as well as their actions - this book will supply the
answers they need. R.L.K.

CORRESPONDENCE

associated signs of brain injury, such as cerebral palsy, mental
retardation, or specific perceptual difficulties.

Improvement in children cannot occur spontaneously, and
an aphasic child has to be taught to speak by very special
methods.

The condition itself is difficult to describe accurately in
children. The child, we believe, can hear normally, but is
unable to perceive what he hears. In some instances such
children cannot even perceive loud and sudden noises and are
often wrongly diagnosed as being deaf. If these misdiagnosed
children are educated with truly deaf children, they usually
adopt the poor speech characteristics of the deaf, and at
the same time do not benefit from the instruction designed
to help the deaf children acquire speech and language.

The aphasic child needs very specialized and individual
therapy. Such a child can learn to associate words with the
appropriate sounds by auditory, and sometimes tactile and
visual methods. His specific perceptual problems must be
contended with, and his other physical incoordinations, if
present, must be dealt with. The IQ of aphasic children who
also have physical anomalies, could often be superior to that
given them by tests.

The place of the aphasic child is with other brain-injured
children-in the same school, but not in the same class. It
is imperative to keep the classes small-in fact aph3.sic child
ren cannot be treated in groups of more than six.

L. Weiss, RA.Log., M.A. (Rand)
Pretoria School for Cerebral Palsied Children
Dr. Savage Road
Pretoria
21 February 1963


